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UNEUPLOYMENI' 

Connnunica.tion from the International Labour Organization 

The Secretary-General has received the following resolution, 

adopted by the International Labour Conference on lst July 1949. 

"'Whereas the Preamble to the Constitution of the International 

Labour Organisation lays down as one of the main aims of the II.O the 

prevention of unemployment; 

wbereas the Declaration of Philadelphia reoognises the 

solemn obligation of the I.ID to further among the nations of the 

world programmes which will achieve full employment and the raising 

of the standard of living; 

Whereas the ILO has been carrying on a number of activitien 

of a practical nature which seek to diminish unemployment and to 

enhance the opportunities for effective employment, notably 

asa;stance to various States in -

(a) the i mprovement of employment aervices; 

( b) the c•cveloµnent of' vocational gu.i dance and vocational 
trainin1': both for young persons. and adults; 

( c) th e i mpl ementation of rdgration prograrr.:,"es ar.,o ng tc-th 
countries of emigration and countries of . irrmigration; a;~ri 

(d) the ir.-:_prc vemcnt of social security servicea; 

1:,bereas nevert hele:,.; in a r.UJr.ber of coru,~:-1 r~r, 1:1:2mployment ha:, 

recently been ir:crec•.sint.' :.o a co . . ';i ,lf:.:i:·ac 1o extent; 
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Whereas unemployment .undermines the sta.ndard of living not 

only of t.he unemployed, the partially employed and theiio dependant.a but 

also of employed perso~; 

Whereas some systems of unemployment insurance or assistance 

are ina.deq.iate ns, to scope, the level of benefit or allowance. and tho 

poriod of oligibility for benefit or allowance; 

WhereaB a comprehensive survey of the present situation is 

desirable as a basis for the discussion of nny concrete measures l'lhich 

may appear necessary, 

The Conference requests the Governing Body -

1. To give consideration to instructing the Director-General. to 

prepare, without delay, a comprehensive report on the problem of 

unemployment, including,~ far as possible~ information relating to 4 

(a) the situation and trend of employment, unemployment and 
partial unemployment in the different countries; 

(b) the effects of unemployment and partial unemployment upon 
the standard of living of those directly concerned and their 
dependants and of all wage earner:.,; 

(c) measur~5 taken~ 

(!) to alleviate the effects of unemployment and partial 
uncmpl oymt.:nt 

( i i) to r aise t he l evel of employment, more particularly by 
the expansi on of international trade, the dcvelopnumt 
of ba ei c iri.d..is t. rh,';, and other measures directed towarda 
incrs,1!, i ng tl:e volume of employment opportunities. 

To consid.:i r ti1e d :i s i rabillty l f placing on the agenda of a.n early . . 

, .e c sion of .the Confer, .1ce the quest: on of miemploymcnt, with a view to. 

, .chi :iving fuller u1 ,d more effect.i va use of man;,owo:.·, both wi. thin e;, eh 

r. 'lti,~ n :md internation3..Lly. 

3, To in~truct the Iuter1:.ational 1 .ibou.r Of fit c ~ in conn1Jction ,ith 

it , manpower p:r.ogr.:.r..:no -

( a.) to cor.tinue to f L .low que :,tior.s of eruF~op.cnt a.1d ,memploy ~"'nt 
with th e closest attentiOl '. j 

(b) to co-op.: rate with the Uni, ed Natio., s and the r ..: cialised 
a gencies dir0ctly conce rned in the r ,·porting a· i analysi:i of 
employri.0. :t. .::.nd uneraplo:;:r.,eot and in th ,·· fo:rmul: .ion of 
reco:::::i.er .' 1.tions t o conbat ur ·.m1ployment, 11 




