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By letter of 11 July 1947 the Permanent Delegate of Denmark to the 
Gnite~- Nations transmitted information presented by the Administration 
of Gr·3enland. 

GENERAL Il\TFORHATION 

Greenland covers an area of about 2,182,000 square kilometers. About 
313,000 sqo km are free of ice. The scatte:r'ed settlements, about 200 in 
number, are situated ·at the coastsft The largest has about 1,000 inhabi-

. tants. The Greonl2.nd popul2.tion wrd.ch origiEally was purely Eskimo is now 
a mixed European-Eskimo population. At the census of 1901, the Greenland 
population was 11,621. By Decemb~.;:r 1944 it has increased to 20,574, Thule 
included. In December 1944 the native popuJ.ation was distributed as fol­
lows: J'Ylen ( 12 years and upwards), 6, 160; women ( 12 years and up<vards), 
6,963; boys (ll yt>e.rs and less), 3,676; girls (ll years and lc::ss), 3,775. 

Further, there vras. in December 1944 a non-native, Danish population 
of 494~ 

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE Df,__J:.JISH COLONIZATION 

The information transmitted contains the following statement: 

11 DE::nlnark 1 s policy in Greenland pursues the sol0 object of protecting 
and developing the Gre.enland populdion so that in time it may attain an 
e0onomic fl.nd social-ethical standard v-Ihich will enable it to live in 
free co:mrnul)ication with the rest of the i·lorld. Unregulated cornmunicatiori 
with ·the outside: ·and the fr~::e entry of seamen and travellers ivould, ho~v­

ever, .expose the population to physi'ca;J.. and moral dangers o For this 
·reason, Greenl,._nd is, for the time being_, conside!'ed a closed area, which 
means- that only ships sent out by the Danish Government, ships holding 
special permits issued by the Dnnish Gov~rnrnent, or ships authorized to 

_do so by tre;:l.ty, will be allowed to r:avigate in Greenland waters. Per-
sons not belonging to the Greenland community "'fill be allowed to enter 
the country only subject to thG perwission of the Danish Government. 
All trading and industrial activities in Greenland are being carried on 
by the Danish Gov0n1.ment which according to\ existing lav-r is li2.ble to 
apply all working profits accruing from such activities to the benefit 
of the Greenlc.:.:1ders. For the past century the Kingd_om of Denmark has 

. derived no economic advantage from Greenlando Trade within the cvuntry 

~~ 3-y virtue of Resolution No. 66(I) of the General Assembly, this 
Summary is also being laid before the ad hoc committee on the trans­
mission of information under Article 73(e) of the Charter. 

/"and free 
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11 and free trading activities are in the hands of the Greenland popula­
tion. The Greenlanders are Danish subjects and enjoy priority as re­
gards 2-ll' appointments under the Administration of Greenland provided 
~he;y- p~ssess the necessary vocational qualifications. 11 

1mMINIS'l'Rh.TION 

Administratively Greenland is divided into South Greenland, North 
Greenland and East Greenland~ The administration comes 1.mder the charge 
of the Danish Pr:L'lle :tVJ.inistE:;r; through a special department: ThE: J~.dmini­
stratjon of Greenland at Copenhagen. In Greenland the administration 
is in the hands of two G-overnors ( "Landsfogl~d11 ) for South and North 
Greenland. East Greenland is administered from Copenhageno The Gover­
nors are ·the supreme civil and police authorities of the province. They 
further supervise the health services ·and trading activities of·the 

-provinces and act as j'l,ldge and probate registrars. 

South and North Greenland each has a provincial council under the 
chairmanship of the C~vernor of the province, The members of the pro­
vincial councils, are ele.cted by the municipal councillors and district 
councillors· jointly~ No resolution passed by any of the above councils 
is effective until it has buun sanctioned by the Governor or the. Prime 
Minister. 

North and South Grec;'nland are divided into municipalities· and 
municipal districts. Ec:.ch municipality hs.s a municipal council. Every 
native-boi'n male GrGenl2nder 22 yeo..rs old o..nd all civil servants having· 
served q.t least two years in Greenland are entitled to vote and are 
eligible for eiection when 25 years old. Each municipal district has a 
district council. The chairman is appoint.:;d by the Governor and is in 
most cases the settlement rhane.ger. He is the representative of the c~v­
m~ncir. :The ·district cOlmc::f.l comprises both Greenlanders c:;.nd Danes; but 
the latter mu~t not.bc in majority. 

Bills howe now been submitted for the extension of franchise to 
-vmmen and for their eligibility to thE:: councils. 

TRADE l,ND Il\J"DUSTRIAL "iCTIVITIES 

South ,and North Greenl~">..nd ·are di .,;.idE>d into districts, each in 
charge of a Trade Mnnager assisted by a number of Assistant-Managers 
and on thG branch trading sk.tions, the so-ce.lled 11 outlying stations 11 , 

of local ma.nagers, ·who in most cases· are Greenl;:mders. The industrial 
enterprises owned-by tho Gov8rnment, such as coal mines, ship- and 
boat-yards, canning factories,, agricultural and sheepbreeding research· 
stations, and a number of telegraph.st?-tions, are managed }JY special 
civil servants under the supervisiqn of the Governor. An exception is 
formed by the_cryolite quarry at Ivigtut which is ope~ded by a char­
tered company in which the Govcrrmtent owns 50 per cent of the shares, 
so that one-half of the profits (or in some cases more) without deduc­
tion accrue to the Greenland conununity. 

COURTS OF LAW 

The Governor of the province is the supr~ne judicial authority, 
all sentences passed and decisions given by the District.Courts bein~ 
subject. to his approval. Tho District Courts cortsist of the chairman of · 
the district council and 2 or 4 lay assessors, at least one-half of whom 
must be Gfeenlanders. 

..... ~ . . . - -- ... ~ ~ ..... 

/CIVIL RIGHTS 
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·'··-··· _..,.·,.:.-; 

. The. Greenland~r~ ·enjoy the . -~·a:,1K~ _·c{:tifl.ri·ghts as -th~. Danes as · . . 
regards' liberty. of speech, _pres's' fci.:;,th:' ~.rtd the_ hold:¥1g of -~eet~hgs a.pd 
also as 'reg.:l..rds 'the liberty of choo~:j_pg -~m ·occupation and ·a. place of 
residence, 

FINAJ\TCIJ~L COI®iriONS 

___ The basic princip~e of Greenland's financ_ial c·ond~tions is that . 
11 the.Danish Goverrunent shall make no profits on the GreenlGnd ·monopqly". 
During the period up to 1939, the"aggregate.revenues and expenditures of 
Gre~_nl.:md h?-ve on the -whole balanced. This resUlt is i_n particular· ·due 
to_ th& ·revenues derived by' the treasury from the_ cryolite quarries at 
Iv:igbit ~ In the 'Estimates for 1947/48 9- ·subsidy from the Danish Govern­
ment of 5 .Million. Kr. has ·been included.~-

HEALTH .SERVICE 

:The Governors supervise the health ser·vice ·of the country,. each j_n 
his ·province. - · 

Tl:ie health· service is based on a tot,g,l of ],.3 h0spitals ·acco:rimiodating 
350·pati'entso .As s..ruie, eo.ch hosp:l.tai is in ch9-rge of aDanish medical 
officer assisted by a Dai:l;Lsh tJ;~Ilined n~1seo In the largest the staff 
comprises 2 Dariish medical officers and 3 Da,nish trained nurses. The 
small8st is a. branch 'hospital ma,m;ged ·by ·a. Dar0:sh nurse and occc>.sionally 
visited''by a medica.l officer.· 

. - . 

· "The t.9tal nUYc}ber o+ .ph~-sicial'l:s in Gre·enland is 14, and tnere are 
16 tramed ·nurses,· About iOQ native women D.ssist. They take a tvm or 
three...:. year cours~ in nursing, first aid and midvd.fery. There is E.' · 

trained midw:i,.fe for ev8ry 35 women co.pable of gi vlng birth, distributed 
equally ~l;lroughout the country •. · ~·Jherever there is· no perm::L.-r:tent physician, 
a suittl.ble stock of medicines and band9,ges is provJ:ded which is.- cfistr:Lbuted 

.by authorized laymeno 

2. dentists se~ve the :Ln.'l1abitant~ •. ·All medical and. dent~l ~ttention 
is paid for out of public funds. 

The total arymal e.::tp~nses ,of_ the Greenland health .service ainount 
to K~ •.. 500,000.00r or Kr. 2~_,-oOf per caplta. 

· No. ship me',y contact the GreeP~and population ·unles_s a medical cer...­
tifics,te -~·'is bceD issued in_ respec-t of every person on board~ 

LABOuR COND:I:TIONS 

'Emplpyment is on a small scale and employees consist partiy cif the 
government--employed tradesmen, skilled workers, and partly ·of day 
labourers, 

-l*' Note by the Secretariat: 
I Note by the Secretariat: 

respectively. · 

Approxit-nately one million ·dollars. 
Approximately $100,000, and $5o00 

· "/'l:'he · applitable 
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The applicable law :reg<l:rP.+.ng.wor}::ing hours and.holidays and the 
employment of women and chi:Ldiien~correspqnds_to the-provisions in force 
in Deru"llark,- subject .to the ir}q~~.:p~qat:i,op~ ;~~c~ssitated by th-~ · ge6g:raphi~ -c-~~, 
cal an~ climatical condi tiqq~:~! LV{prlmlef+' ~ _; pprapensation .is provided for ·· · - · 
d<.-,y labourers. ::··'~,: ·: ·:; _ ., . ; .; 

.•: 

In accord1.nce with th.~ ~ep.~ral rule o.f Danish lal'.r, Danish legisJa~·-·:;~ 
tion for the protection of -lq.bour does not apply to Greenland, but the . -·- ' ' 

o I 1 ! ' 
undertakings of the Government· ifu Greenland sdhere to the provisions. of 
Danish ·law in this respect_/: 1 tp~1:_yvage :f$y~~ _of the Greenland workets_c:-~L, ::·:: 
lower than that ruling :i,n P~4m~r~. There 15 no unemplo~nent problem. 
So far there is no actual laboilf.): rnovement. ·:. ··.!:·u:::- · 

':;:·;-

·,.· 

EDUC~···TIONAL CONDITIONS 
: ·, ' 1 tUl'; :. . ' : . . 

1 i\ ,' ·j 

The information trm1sn1itied contains a· brief statement Of pol~cy"· ·? 
• ~ I ·l: 1; ~ .': ,1;' .: ·. .. . · 

The Dean of Greenlanci i~ the highest school authority and _super­
visor of all educational md~t~f~;" In e0cp of the 14 large and -3- small­
parishes the_ Reetor is in Rfttlf~~·:of thp -~fi+ldren' s schoo_ls in_ the parish. 
':('here are 16 Greenland clefgYm~B; one of: whqm acts f~ deputy 'de?-il, and 3 ___ _ 
D2:1ish clergymen, one of vfpqrn·::fr.~ :Dean~ S't+pervision of children 1 s schoors--' 

1'·1'·---··· . . 
is exercised by three schoi:?+' :spP.\Jultants',. ~1 Greenlander and 2 Da~es_. __ - Ad,..,. 
vanced schools are under tq~ Ni~nt con'j:.f.p+; of the Dean and the Govu•nor. 

• \ : : ' • ;,; : ~~ ',> '_,· ~· , • . I : ' , ! 
• 1,; 

Pro-schools~~ ;,-rith Gr!'J.~qle.~d langu~ge as the principa,l language _ 
have been established on tl118 'Prqtotype of Danish schools at all settle~ 
ments, with compulsory att~~~fft:qe by al~ c)1ildren of ages from 7_- 14. · 

' ''' ' ! II' ~ \ ' '. ·, ; . 

Privq:te schools are 
their children theinsel ves 
of the school committees·. 

unkhowt1, .but parents who so desire may teach 
p~b!vided th;t they submit to the superviiibn --- c ;;··::1-::; :_--- . - -- ' __ :,_._. 

.·; 

There are no illitere1,~E;)i? W GreenlC7pd. 

The staff of teacherp t~ as follows: 
.~ I~·: 
:-· I 

ll Danish teachers, gr.aqfa'J:.es of panish Teacher's Schools. 
95 Greenland teacher's <t,t'p.~ped in ~errP.naries in Greenland. 

. .1'. t : •. : ~ . J ~ . ' : . 
92 Greenland teache:rs W~'J:.h·' a 3-year trD.inil)g. 
36 Greenland teacher~ with--lesser training. 

234 Teachers. .. !! ! :1 
:·_ • · ' ' 

- -:! . - . -··-. --
,, .. ' 

1 In the 196 schools 
equivalent to l~b of the 

bf the country are 3,911 children, which ;Ls 
~~}~y~ popul~~i~r~ 

1'-. ·.. - ... . 

The annual school p~r;i_'pq_ is fixed at 9 months. Consideration is : 
given to non-interference:vP,:tn.the sea:Ling and.fishing voyages. The 

'I ,, ''I .. , ' 
curriculum calls for 200 scihool days per: _year, hut it fluctuates betv.-een -
160 and 215 with an averag~;·P~- J)33 sch~ql days, 

. ~1!: : i i ; ~ • . •. 
. ' . ! ' 

The subjects t<:mght ~~:re'~- Greenl~d language, ari:thmetic, ·writing., 
Danish, religion, civics,:rt~f()ry, natural history, geography, drawing- · 
and singing .. In sevo:ral o:f': ~he ·larger schools athletics:, physics,.- . 
needlework, and in one sch~61!iwood cn.rvin.g (sloyd)_ for the boys,- are 

: ,, . l\1.''' . 

taught. ·, :f ::·: :;~ 
~ ,i ' i 1 ; 

-.. ~-- ·- -- : ...... . 

~~ Nbte by the Secretariat;·_ ~Tementary sqp.ools 

1:; /In a 
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In a m.L.'Tiber of children's schools bQths <1.nd r.1eals are prclVidetl. 
\ 

The advanced schools are c,ll bo.::,rding schools comprising 4 post·~ 
graduate schools at which 24 girls .:md 65 boys are receiving a two-:Year· .. \ 
training in continuation of the elementary school. 

There is 1 high school for 25 young men and a seminary with 15 
grown-up pupils. The high school has a two-year curriculum and gives a 
commercial course and· a sewinary course. 

S~lected students from the seminary are sent to Denmark vJhere · tl'1ey , 
recei v8 Danish training as teachers or clt:.:rgyrnen. · 

Teaching in the higher.schools is mainly undertaken by Danish· 
teachers and the school language i.s partly Danish. 

The Telegraph Operators' School at · Godtha:J.b train:=: .Greenland t•3le­
graph opera.tors .. 

A technical schopl and an !3.pprentices 1 home for artisan appren­
tices are situated at Holsteinsborg. 

All major settle.iuents :3.re provided viith public lib,raries~ ·The 
gr,eater part of the books are in the Danish language. 

No politicai sobietiGs have b::;en forned. 

Two large and a considerable nU111.ber of SJEall, locc>.l periodicals 
al'8 published. 

At Godthaab there is a small broadcasting station. 

Five _settlements are provided with SOUI1d-fiL'TI cinemas showing se­
lGcted films t;,~o to. four times a weeko 

· TI1ADES 

The; main tradeS--are fishery an·'l sealing and sorne shee_p-braeding; 

Fishery 

The most i.;nport~nt is the cod fishery. Sh'lrk, halibut, salmon­
trout and wolf-fish are of less ir.1portance. 

Sealing and \~haling 

Eu..r1ting of' seals,. wbales, :walrus c~nd· othe.l'. sea: DW"..1Dals.,.. origin<•lly 
'the principal trade in Greenland, has of late years lost som.e of its 
L~portance in South Greenl~~d, but is stil+ of vital importanc~ in North 
Greenland. 

Fox Trapp?-ng 

Fox trapping (white or blue polar fox) is. carried out on a limited 
basis. 

The shooting of reindeGr, hare and sea birds is of seasonal im-
portance to provide :r:J.eat. · · 

/Sheep Breeding 

', \ ·~~ 
'\ 

'·. 
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Sheep/Breeding 

/ 
/ 

E-wes at present amount to· about 16,000 he&d. 

THE THULE DISTRICT 

The Thule District is under the jurisdiction of the Governor of 
North Greenland. The administration differs from that of ~vestern Green­
land. The counc-ils are replaced by a Hunters' Council consisting o{ six 
members, the manc.ger of the settlement; the. clergyman, the physician and 
throe elected ·Greenlcnd members. 

The activit_ies correspond to those of the above mentioned ·councils 
and the council has judicial pm-vers. il.ll sent.::mces· passed, on the re­
quest of the person sentenced, are submitted to the Governor for ap- · 
proval. 

EAST GREENL.'uiJD 

Danish.colonization here did not commence until 1894. As a conse­
quence, law and social order have been based on the common law e..nd-in­
herited traditions. 

\ 
The l:tdministration of East Greenland comes under an Inspector. The 

settlement managers at J;ngmagssalik and SCDresby Sound, iiogether ~-;'ith 
the clergymen of the district, maintilin peace and ordero 

In the sunm1er of 1946 the population of East Greenland adopted cer­
tain provisions of lmv >..;·hi ch C3.ffie into force on June lst 194 7, and pro­
vide for the estCJ.blishment of a cow"lcil in each of the East Greenland 
districts o The composition and work of these councils corres'pond to 
those of the Hmters 1 Council in the Thule District. 

In ltiw cases the Greenland Adnrinistration is the supreme judicial 
authority. The Courts consist of four members not less than two of whom 
shall be Greenlanders • 

. i;,ll other institutions and communal functions correspond to those 
mentioned under the headings of Western Greenland and the Thule District. 
However, the population of East Greenland is of more nomE,dic habits and 
subsists mainly on sealing and >vhaling. 




