
r--
! 

l 

United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Nations Unies 

ASSEMBLEE 
GENERALE 

UNRESTRICTED 

A/334 
1 August 1947 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
ON THE FUTURE STATUS OF $0UTH-WEST AFRICA 

The following letter dated 23 July 1947 has been received from 

the Legation of the Union of South Africa at lvashington, D. C.:­

Sir, 
. . 

· In your letter No. 1204-4-17/FCK of the 15th May 1947 you 
were good enough to refer to Resoiution 65 (!) adopted by the 
General Assembly on the 14th December, 1946, concerning the future 
status of South-West Africa, and to enquire of an;y act1on taken 
or any steps being considered by the Government of the Union of'South 
Africa in implementation of the recommendation contained in that resolution. r 

I have the honour to inform you by direction that the resolution has 
been duly considered by the, Union Government, and was discussed in the Union 
Parliament, when a resolution in the following terms was ~dopted: -

·"That -

"Whereas in terms of the Treaty of Versailles full ' 
power of legislation and administration was conferred 
on the Union of South Africa in respect of the 
Territory of South-West Africa, subject only to the 
rendering of reports to the League of Nations; and 

"Whereas the League of Nations has since ceased to 
exist and vras not empowered by the· :provisions of 
the Treaty of Versailles or of the Covenant to 
transfer its rights and powers in regard to South­
West Africa to the United Nations Organisation, or 
to any other international organisation or body, 
and did not in fact do so; and · 

"Whereas the Union of South Africa has not by 
international agreement consented to surrender the 
rights and pmrers so acquired, and has not surrendered 
these by signing the Charter of the United Nations 
Organisation and remains in full possession and 
exercise thereof; and 

11Whereas the overwhelming majority of both the 
European and non-European inhabitants of South­
West Africa have expressed themselves in favour of 
the incorporation of South-West Africa with the 
Union of South Africa; 

"Therefore this House ie 
of opinion that the Territory should be represented 
in the Parliament of the Union as an integral portion 
thereof and requests the Government to introduce 
legislation; after consultation with the inhabitants 
of the Terr1toryi providing for its representation 
in the Union Par iament, and that the Government 
should continue to render reports to the United 
Nations Organisation as it has done heretofore 
under the Mandate •.• • 
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In this connection I am also reg_uested to recall that the U:tl:i.on· .. . J 
Gover~ent in submitting their statement to the last General Assembly 
regardlng·the outcome of the consultations with the peoples of South-West 
Africa and: ,the future of the" Mandated Territory, sug~ested: that the interests 
of those peoples would oe best served by the s~eedy 1mplementation of their 
wish to see the Territory incorporated in the Union, for the reasons fully 
stated in the·Memorandum. 

The Union Government had hoped that the General Assembly woul.d approve 
of that suggestion. · Instead, however · a resolution was adopted which 
expressed tne inability of the Generai Assembly to accede to the incorporation 
of South-West Africa in the Uhion. The Union Government have therefore 
decided not to proceed with the incorporation of the Territory desired b~ ita 
inhabitants. In this respect therefore the Union Government's decision fully 
agrees with the terms of the General·Assembly's resolution. 

The General Assembly, in the resolution, added a recommendation that 
South-West Africa be placed under the Trusteeship system and that the 
Union Government submit a Trusteeship Agreement in respect of the Territory. 
In this connection the·.Union Government desire to reiterate their view that 
it is implicit in the mandate system and in the Mandate for South-West Africa 
that due re~ard shall be had to the wishes of the inhabitants in the 
administrat1on of the Territory. The wish, clearly e~ressed by the 
overwhelming majority of all the native races in South-West Africa and by 
unanimous vote on the part of the European representatives of the Territory 
that Sonth-West Africa be incorporated in the Union therefore debars the 
Union Government from actin~ in accordance with the resolution of the General 
Assembly, and thereby flout1ng the wishes of those who under the ~andate have 
been committed to their charge. In the circumstances the Uhion Government 
have no alternative but to maintain the status quo and to continue to 
administer the Territory in the spirit of the existing Mandate. 

The Union Government are mindful of the fact that the General Assembly, 
in passin~ the recommendation, was mainl¥ concerned about the welfare of 
the inhab1tants of the Territory - espec1ally the non-Europeans. This concern 
the Union Government naturally shares. It will however be recalled that the 
interests of the native inhabitants -vrere fully provided for -vri th s_Ilecific 
safeguards under the Mandate and that the administration of South-West Africa 
and the implementation of those safe~ards have been uniformly satisfactory 
ever since the inception of the mandatory system, They feel confident, 
therefore, that their continued administration of the Territory in the spirit 
of the Mandate will eg_ually merit the satisfaction of the United Nations. 

To that end the Union Government have already undertaken to subm~t 
reports on their administration for the information of the United Nat1ons. 

I am finally:Ua1;3kedp to
1

observte that in
1

the Parliamentaxv re§Jolution t g_uoted above tlie n1on ar 1amen , 1nter a 1a~ expressen ~ne op~n1on ~na 
the Territory of south-West Africa should be nirectly represented in the 
Union Parliament and that, after consultation with the inhabitante~ of the 
Territory 1 legislation should be introduced to that end. Steps will therefore 
be taken 1n due course to carry out the reg_uired consultation, 

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

(signed) H. T. Andrews 
MINISTER 


