
United Nations 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

Nations Unies 
UHRESTRICTED 
E/P.V.lO~ 

CONSEIL 1 P.ugus-t~ 19h7 

ECONOMIQ"lJtglich 
SOCIAL COUNCIL ET SOCIAL 

EC Ol'!_QM~Q....:'lli12_ S OC.I i~:.S..9UI~C J:!:.
F'ifth Ser;:s:i.on -----·--

v:B::RBl\l'IM RECORD OF TEE ONE IIDI'JDR::ID iJJD THIRD J11EETIHG 

Lake_Suc_g~s.s_. New York,._ 
Fricle.y, 1 l'.u~~ust 19h7, at 2:30 p.!!!.:_ 

ll1r. Jan P f..P f~TEK (Czechoslovakia) 

NOTE: This verbati-m record is issued under rule 35 of the rules d' 
procedure of the Economic and Social Council. 

The rules of procedure do not provide for the submission of correc­
tions to the verbatim record, but only to the surnn:.ary record (rule 49). 

Interpretatior..sas delivered at rreetings are recorded in the present 
verbatim record for the convenience of representatives, and corrections 
to these interpretations need not be submitted. 

CorrQctions to the text of original speeches should be sent to the 
Secretary of the Economic and Social Council for the guidance of the 
writers of the aummarJL recorda. 

RECEiVED 

UNITED NATIONS 
ARCHIVES 



MF/ift E/P.V.l03 
2 

The PRESIDEN~r: I declare the one hundred and. third meeting 

of the Economic an<l Social Council open. 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA 

tr..e_ foJ:.~ving2_t!l-t!l~!,ln S;p!:!"lish. As _!;~~~~~ ol?jecticn 

indicated by Mr. Santa Cruz and the l.vie:r.n~'Jers cf the Economic and 
~-~--------' _,_.,.,.., _ _.._.. .. _____ _ 

as follo~-rs : 

Mr. SANTA CRUZ (Chile): The Chilean d3le::;ation has presented, 

for the consideration of this Council, the project which you have 

opened to discussion concerninG the establishL1ent of an Economic 

Commission for Latin America. 

At the previous sessions of the Council, and especailly at 

the fourth, durinG the debate on the creation of the Economic Com-

missions for Europe and for Asia and the Far East, the Latin 

American delegationa strei.:lsed the nece3sity to consider the economic 

problems of Lati~ IU~erica and to take some measure which would result 

in the acceleration of its economic development. Nevertheless, we 

were satisfied :m.ere1y to preGent a motion concerning technical aid 

to the leso deYoloped countries, and to support the proposal of the 

delegation of the United States of P.m.erica, that there be called a 

United Nations Scientific Co~1ference on Conservation and Utiliza-

tion of Resources. W:e supported enthusiastically the establish-

ment of t::te E·:,·;1omic Commissions for Euro;e and for Asia an<l the 

Far East, and in reco{;ntzinG ·che rr:::.ority of tl1e prbbJ.ems of 

those cont:!.nent.':J: by rc:.J.son of thc:i.r ha.'Jir:.c been cravely affected 

by the war, we C.8'-:onst:ci.l.ted. cur com.plet3 c;ra.Jp of the universal 
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scope of the task before the United :Nations, and we showed that 

we were imbued. with that criterion of universality. 

But now that the aforementioned Comm:l.ssions have presented 

to us their report on the first part of their fruitful labours, we 

believe that the time has ccme when serious consideration shouJd 
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be given to the acute problem affectinG the twenty nations, members 

of this international community, which so far have fulfilled 

with self-denial and with generosity -- the duties entrusted to 

them under the San. Francisco Charter. 

I must beg your indulgence while I discuss certain facts 

which are only too well known to you. I believe it is indispensable 

that I do this, however, for the v~ry reason that those facts are 

so well known that they are never discussed, and so are forgotten. 

Regarding the Latin American economy as a whole, it is still 

a primitive and semi-colonial economy. Approximately 65 per cent 

of the total population of Latin America, which today consists of 

150,000,000 inhabitants, is engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 

some of the co1n1tries, the process of industrialization has begun, 

but this industrialization is in its initial stage, as may be seen 

when we consider that for the most part the industries which have 

bee11 established are those concerned with the processing of local 

raw materials for export, such as frozen meats and refined metals, 

and those which produce consumer soods, especially textiles. 

Another index of the primitive state of the Lati:m American 

economy is its foreign trade. The principal exports can be divided 

into three groups: (a) minerals, (b) tropical products, such as 

coffee, cocoa, sugar, bananas and tobacco, and (c) agricultural 

proc.ucts, such as 111hea. t, m.e:1. t and wool, exporteci principally by 

The exportat:lou of ~anufactured products is in3ignificant. 

Imports, on the other hand, consist almost exclusively of manufactured 

products, mostly essential consumer goods and machinery. 

/ 
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Conseq_uently, the lattn American countries are o.ependent 

upon imports for the satisfaction of a great part of their vital 

needs, and in order to be-able to obtain those goods, they are 

forced to export. Even in the Latin Arrierican countries which are 

economically more advanced, exports amount to approximately one-

third of their national production. 

The aforementioned characteristics of Latin American foreign 

trade make its economy hiGhlY dependent upon outside influences, 

and particularly sensitive to economic world cycles. 

Between 1929 and 1932 the total value of exports of the 

twenty republics fell by 64.3 per cent. According to a League of 

Nations report, Chile's foreign trade at that tune suffered more 

than that of any other cou."ltry in the world; her annual exports 

fell from 2,293 millions of Chilean pee~os to 282 millions, bet-w·een 

1929 and 1932, and her imports from 1, 617 millions to 216 millions 

during the same period, 

It is not necessary for an economy to be self-sufficient in 

order to thrive. Absolute self-sufficiency is virtually impossible, 

and even inconvenient, as many representatives nave pointed out 

durtng this session. Hhat is very important is that the large 

sectors of an economy develop at an eq_ual pace, in order to produce 

the necessary equilibrium. It is this point which forms the basis 

for one of the great weaknesses of the Latin American economy. 

There is no diversification, and many countries depend almost 

entirely upon one or two export items to provide for their economic 

needs. 

It is especially interestinJ to point out that, despite the 

tremendous importance of exports in the countries of Latin America, 
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the proportion of the population which is employed in the produc-

tion of export items, and wh:i.ch obtains direct ber+ofits from.such 

f 
employment, is very smo.lL As I nave said, 65 per cent of the 

population lives frcm the soil. Even in countries such as Guatemala, 

where bananas and coffee constitute 90 per cent of the total exports, 

only 20 per cent of the land under acricultural cultivation is 

devoted to these products. 

The characterist~cs which I have mentioned, together 

constitute the principal determinant of the extremely poor living 

conditions of the latin American po1mlation: two-thirds of the 

population, if not more, are ~dernourished, to the point where 

people are C.ying of ma-lnutrition in many re3ions • 

• 
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Jl.pproxlmately one third of the workers, particularly the great majority 

of Indian labot~ers, continues to live on the econonuc, social and cultural 

fringe of the Latin American co:mnmni ty. The p~chas ing power of the Indian 

population which exists in many countries is practically non-existent. 

The percentage of the active or gainfully employed.population is ex­

tremely low in Latin America, as compared with that of the United. States 

and of Europe, and the productivity of the active population is much lovrer 

than that of North America and Europe because of the disadvantages of mal-

nutrition, sickness and lack ef Aquipment and education. Three quarters 

of the population of various Latin American ccuntries are illiterL~G and in 

more advanced countries the rr~portion of illiteracy varies from twenty to 

thirty percent. One half of the population ~f Latin America suffers from 

infectious diseases or from illnesses resulting from deficiencies in living 

conditions. 

The salaries of the Latin _American workers are very lm-r; not only must 

the worker do without essential articles, but even his capacity to p~chase 

the very foods whic,h he produces is far inferior to that of the workers of 

the United States or Canada, which import those foods. So it is that in 

Cuba, where sugar is produced in abundant quantities, one hour's salary buys 

only 2,070 kilograms of sugar, in contrast with 9,743 in the United States 

and 4,582 in Canada. In Colombia, where coffee is the most important crop, 

the salaried viorker must work approximately four times as many hours as a 

labourer in the United States in order to be able to p~chase the same amount 

of coffee. In Argentina, essentially a meat-producing country, the pur-

chasing power for this commodity is far below that of the North American 

or Canadian, despite the fact that meat is more expensive in the latter 

countries. 
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There can be no doubt that the 'plight ;f 'the 'tatin' imerican peorleo 

which I have illustrated with several eloquent examples, ls the result of 
. . 

the economic organization. Today we regard it ·as an· indisputc.ble fc.c·t thut 

the only way. in· which a country's standard of living can be raised is 'by 

industrialization, increased production, and intensifica.tion of the country's 

foreif9.~ trade. 

I do not wish here to deny that ·there are ELlso other factors. which 

influence the betterment of the living conditions of a nation's people. 

It is illlJ?ortant that there exist a spirit of sociel justice, and govern-

mental action to decr,ease the great economlc inequalities among the dif-

ferent social groups. But it is necessary to realize that, in dealing vlith 

Latin America, we are dealing first df all with a problem of production, 

and· secondly with one of distribution, and that the only remedy fo:r its 

economic instability :is the t:t'ansformation and di versificatioh of 1 ts econO%". 

Even the agrarian problem, which requires drastic remedy in so many Latin 

Americ·an. countries, il3 principally an economic problem, a problem of in-

sufficient capital, o:f mechanization and of technical improvements. 

The nations of L.a.tin America, with a rapidly increasing population 

from 1920 to 1940 it :increased approximately forty percent, while in the 

United States the inc:cease·was roughly twenty-five percent find them-

selves faced with the inperative need to industrialize and to chanse the 

structure of their econoiP.y ,' as the only ~vTey in which to make avaiiable to 

each individual that 1vhich is indispensable to him in order that he and his 

family may live a: decent life, compatible with human dignity; 

This,· th'en'; · in broad outline, is the picture of what we may call the 

permanent ec·ono:inio problem of Latin Atnerica. As we can read in the preamble 
,. 

to the resolution under discussion, the situetion which I have described 
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has been aggra.v:at.ed enormously, to the point where democratic stability is 

endangered;,: e:s a consequenc·e of war. 

In the· firt:~t place, as a result of the interdependence of the various 

economies -- as' was so opportunely pointed out by several representatives 

a few days ago, among them the representative of the United States •- there 

is no doubt but that the economic cr:J.sis of Europe has had strong raper .. 

cussions on Latin America. 

On the other hand, the economic effort exerted by the Latin American 

countries to help the United Nations was extraordinary. Thousands upon 

thousands of tons of petroleum, copper, sugar, coffee, meat, nitrates, tin, 

iron, rubber, cotton, wool, silk and other products helped to feed, clothe 

and arm the allied armies and the peoples of the United Nations. The Director 

of the Pan American Branch of the United States Foreign Economic Adlllinistration, 

Mr. George Bell, wrote in 1945: 

"It would be difficult to prove that we could have won this 

war without the Latin Pmerican raw materials, but it is certain 

that without them the end would have come much later. Many of 

the raw materials which we are obtaining now from Latin America 

normally came from the Far East, 'Vlhen this war is ended, we 

shall have the old sources available to us again, and the Latin 

American producers who were stimulated to increase their produc-

tion, must face serious competition." 

I realize that this economic aid signified, on the one hand, a direct 

benefit to our countries, which were supplying a market which compensated 

them for the loss of their European markets, but we should not ignore the 
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fact that the prices of the merchandise were f;i:xed:by the buyers and that 

the war brought about the diversion of Latin American production toward various 

branches which could not continue to flourish after the termination of the 

war, as Mr. Bell pointed out. 
., .. 

;'·: 

... ,, ... ;, :-. 
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To illustrate one of the most important factors in the poet­

war crisis with which we are now faced, I wish to point out in 

passing how injurious it is for an econo:r:ey -- especially in view of 

the wear and tear on machinery -- to produce at maximum capacity. 

The sale of our products -- not at war prices but at co-operative 

prices -- did not :rmke it possible for us at that time to obtain 

even the moat vitally needed coilliiloditiee and n:achinery. It did 

permit us to accumulate dollar reserves; now, however, that the 

Unit·ed States export zrarket has re-opened, they do not permit us to 

buy in a quantity'corresponding to our wartin:e exports, but'only 

in about half that quantity, because of the considerable rise in 

prices. And slnce we are urgently in need of those commodities 

and machines, we have had to exhaust our foreign reserves in order 
'' ' J 

to obtain them. This has resulted in a rise fn all the prices of 

Latin American articles, and in a tr~mendoue inflation which has 
' ' 

forced the cost of living up to unbelievable levels. This, Mr. Pre~-
. '~ ,_ 

ident, is no gratuitous statement. Mr. ·su:mner Welles, to whose com-

petence in these matters I need not attest, recently pointed out in 

the "New York Herald Trib~ne", the situation which I have just 

described. And in last week's' edit'ion of the "W~rld Report", in 

an article entitled:'"nam.P~r~ o~ Sales' to Latin America" attention 

was called t~ the gra~~: situation of Latin' America, which is lacking 

in foreign qurrency bec.auee of the circumstances which I have men-, 

tioned. That article tells us of the emergency measures which have 
·-~ ·-r . ' . t' > •• • ' • • 

had to be taken in Jxgentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Venezuela, and 
~ .•. 

Cuba. The representative of the United States toldus a few days 

ago that the prices of United States export ·items were the same as 

those paid by the "American citizen" in the do~stic ·n;.a~ket. 

---· -·---------------------------
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Recognizing the truth of that etat~meht, I am sure that the represen-

tative of the United States will agree with me that the rise in 

prices, which in point of fact, is a n:atter of intense preoccupation 

for the ·"American citizen", does not lessen by one iota the gravity 

of its im,plicatiC:na for the Lat:l,p An:erican community,\ which has not 

the faintest possibility of remedying this evil unaided. 

I .can indicate another repercussion which the war has had on· 

the Latin American economy. 

The maximum exploitation of raw materials and consumer goods 

necessary for thet United Nations, and stimulated by them as 

Mr. Bell affirmed, nade it essential to suspend the programzr.e of 

rational industr:Lalization which a great number of our countries 

had begun. If WE~ study the statistics without rr:aking a thorough 

analyeie of the J?roblem, it will appear that there baa been. a con .. 

aiderable increa13e in industrial production. Nevertheless, what 

really has occur.~ed is that the lack of imports made it necessary 

for the Latin Am~rican nations to establish new industries or to 

expand existing ones in order to satisfy domestic consumption and, 

often, the needs of~her countries. Many of these industries were 

artificial, and ·were installed with old used maehinery •. Now the 

countries are obliged to liquidate these industries because they 

caimot COII!J?ete in the world mrkete. The industrialization which 

had begun before the war proceeded with difficulty because of this 

c irmunstance. Capital.which might have been used for the l>.nvisa.gnd 

industrial development was div~rted toward those wartime industries. 

' 

And we may be sure that, as a consequence, that industrial increase, 

far from helping to solve our problema, has succeeded only in aggra-

vating them seriously. 
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·Th~' individual effort of each nation tovard industrialization 

cotild prover more' ··pr~judicial·than useful. _.The Latin American nations 

in general show different characteristics and diverse and often 

complementacy rav materials. Thie·would 1ndicate.that the problem 

o:f industrial development should be· approached: colle'ctively, in order 

to ensure harnicnious·production and to avoid the installation of 

artifical and anti-economic industries. This idea was emphasized 

strongly by the President of Chile during his recent tour through 

Brazil and Argentina. 

I have already mentioned the consequences of the present state 

of affaire: an inflation which in some countries, has reached 

fearful heights; the rise in the coat of living which defies imagin-

ation and which, in truth, is much higher than that which makes it 

possible to meet even the most elementary requirements. 

I call the attention of the Council to the gravity of this 

matter, not only from the point of view of the right to live in 

dignity an inherent human right vhich this Council is obliged to 

advance in accordance with the Charter -- but also from the point 

of view of the stability of democracy, a decisive factor in the 

maintenance of the peace. In the majority of the twenty Latin 

American Republica there have been established, after a long, hard 

process -- retarded by poor living conditions, lack of education, 

and the attendant backwardness of the people -- democratic reg~mes 

under which freedom reigns and the wishes of the majority are freely 

expressed. All of this is endangered -- sadly endangered -- by the 

desperation of the masses in Latin America. History shows that 

such a state of anxiety and desperation has proved the best breeding 

ground for all the dictatorships, all the totalitarian regimes. To 
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provoke a catastrophe of this nature -- and thereby to endanger the, 

peace -- for lack of collective action, would in ·nw opinion, consti-

tute an unqualif1.able international indolence. We are concerned with 

twenty nations of the International Community, some of which bring 

to the Community certain advanced juridical and social concepts, and 

some of which have nade generous contribut:tona -- mterially and 

spiritually ... toward the requirements of the nations of the other 

continents, 

·,, .. -
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There are no divergetnt points of view in Latin America, on 

what ..,. have spoken here. Every day our l:lta.tef.illllen proclaim tl.'?Be 

ideas. T:':-,.'3 Presidents of Argentina, Brazil and .Chile have repeated 

therr.. durin3 these last woe,kr.: in which they ha"7e been meeting 

personally. President Alecnan, of Mexico, spoke of them during a 
-..• ,. 

General Assembly of the United Nations. President :Betancourt,. 

of Yenezuela, voiced the ::1a1te concepts during his recent tour 

throughout Central P.'.J.er lea. Ex-Presidsnt Lopez of' Colombia and 

ex-ChancellC'r Aranha of Brazil, with their customary brilliance, 

have expr;;;ssed the sa"!Jle iC'tJas in d;;..·~~il at press and university 
t: 

. · .. t?$. 
forums. And so I could multiply th~ae examples, among which I 

could cite the statements of repr~~~~t~tives of Cuba and Peru, 

whose·voLces have be9n hee~d regardiug problens which seriously 

affect the economic futuro of our nations. 

Let us assume thc.t all the tealmicie.ne 1 all 

the economists, all the men who have studied the Latin American 

scene, will stand together in the affirm.a.tioo. that it is possible, 
., ·' 

and even easy, to solve this 1remendous economic problem -- tremen-

dous by reason of the extremely serious consequences which might 

arise fram it -- and that this could be done by methodical, 

scientific action leading to the development and diversification 

of Mtional production, to creater economic coordination among 

••• the nations, and to the d~~velopment and intensification of certain 

industrial activities. 
•.t ...,.,.,.(,"- .......... 

The Latin American ~~ountries, developed in this manner, could 

produ.ce·not only what they needed to pe!'JD.it their inhabitants to 

enjoy a life of_ dignity, but even enough to make up, adequately, 

the deficiencies of the E1ill'Opean economy. Furthennore, as I stated 
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at the fourth. ee~rtrion oi' t!le CouncU, o~ countries ·eould. reo~iva 

the surplu~ popw.ation of other continent~, in this W3Y helping 

to solve on . ., of the most seM.ou.e problema confronting the United 

Nations. 

It is for 1ihis reasQn the.t we are asking for immediate action 

leading to the initiation of a study of the"entire economic problem 

o:r L: tin Am.er;Lca.. as .a ·;;hole, and to the rapid. discovery of whatever 

solutions me::r be nc ~•,ssary. T::ere e~·.ists for us the same urcency 

exhibited by Europe a.'ld by Asia a.nd the Far Eaot, and. the soluti.o'n 

which Wd see1i: wouJ.d -- ea ::: ho.ve pointed out -- aid in ijOlVing the 

As.tatio and European problem. A postpo:1ement of six months or a. 

year, in the solt~tion of our problEtm, means a dangeToua risk for 

the institutiQilal 4lJ.tability and. the social tra.n<a.uility ot many 

eotm.tri~~ ~ieh moe sutterinn tbe evil consequences of the crisis 

to which I have referred. 

I wish to etxplain why my GQve.rnm.ent has chosen, as the 

appropriate solution, the establishment of an EconOJI1ic Comiss1on, 

unde:r the Ii!R~om.l.c and Social Council of the United Nations. 

When the Ec:onomic Commissions· ~or Europe and ~or Asia and tll.e 

Far East were c~,ated, voices were ra.1aed here against that idea• 

sa.yin13 tbat it we.s :tmpossi"Ple to a.llow 'the action o~ the Vni ted 

Nations to be weakened by the creation of regional orsarls. That 

argument -- which, to be sure, was a solid one and worthy of 

consideration -- was defeated by the uraency of the European and 

Far Eastern problema, in&xpressibly·aggravated by the effects ot 

cl":e war. We have proved that those Commissions he.ve bad good 

renults and that their work ha.s been ver3 effective, despite the 

la~entable political difficulties that have ariaen1 and without 
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which the labours of those ·Commissions would have been even mo::.4 e· 

fruitful. 14e have seen that these Commissions cannot be of short 

duration. Their mission car~ot be limited to the task of recon-

struction of devastated areas, but must also embrace an integral 

s·tudy 'of the entire European and Asiatic economic problem, because 

as our delecation affirmed at the fourth seJsion of this Council 

the crisis which we are tryine to avert in.Europe is only partly 

the result of the last war. Mainly, it is the effect of deeper, 

more remote causes, which have their roots in social and economic 

phenomena vrhich have been m3.ilifesting themselves for many years. 

The failure to solve these problems has been in the past the 

immediate. cause of nearly all of the international conflicts, 

and it ca~ be, aeain, in the future. 

It is a fact, then, that this Economic Commission for Europe, 

whj_ch already has cost the United Nations nearly a million dollars, 

and whose budget for t:1e coming year will call for another million, 

will have an eno1~0us task to perform in the years to come. 

The same may be said for the Commission for Asia and the 

FQr East. Given this truth, the establisrmlent of distinctions 

between the situation in Europe and the Far East and that of Latin 

America is ~~tenable, especially if we take note of the remarks 

which I have made concerning the influence which the last war has 

had on the grave economic crisis which our continent is undergoing 

at the present time. 

It might be said, in opposition to our proposal, that perhaps 

the re13tonal organs inherent to the Latin American system could 

undertake the tasks which such a Commission would perfor.m, and that 

the Commission might prove an unnecessary body. 
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Our countries are very fortunate in having entities such as 

the Pan-Amorican Union and its subsidiary orcan, the Inter-American 

Economic and Social Council. We expect a great deal of action from 

those insti tutior..s, which serve to strengthen relations among our 

countries, Vle have great faith in the Director of the Pan-American 

Union, Mr, Lleras: Camarso, who und.ers tands the need to give economic 

meaning to inter-·.hmerican relations~ For this reason, we believe 

that the principal body which should assist in the work of the 

Commission (prestmdng it is created) is that Council. In the pro-

ject under study, it is contemplated to obHge the Comznj.ssion to 

co-ordinate its activities with the Inter-American Economic and 

Social Council, and we trust that durinc the discus>.Jion of the 

terms of referenc:e, a completely harmonious formula may be 

reached. But as the repre~entative of the United States so 

brilliantly demonstrated to us some days ac;o, the phenomenon of 

interdenenrl.ence, especially economic interdependence, is an im:pera-

tive which cannot be denied. It is this interdependence which has 

determined the creation of the United Nations; it is this which 

has motivated thE~ provision in the San Francisco Charter for the 

establishment of an Economic and "Social Council for all the nations 

of the world. ~1e economic problems of Latin America cannot be, 

nor should they be, resolved separately, but only as an integral 

part of the universal problems. Therefore, there can be no doubt 

that the economie development of latin America should be studied 

within the scope of a world plan. Furthermore, the problem of 

Europe, which, as I stated before, cannot be resolved without 

taking into account the raw materials and the products of Latin 

America, demands a co-ordinated solution. It is obvious 
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_tpat the Economic Cofumissions for Etwrope and for Asia and the Far East will 

find their tasks greatly facilitated if they can co-ordina.te their activities 

.. w~ th .those of a Commission for Latin America. They will be able to exchange 

observers, ma~r€3 joint studies of certain poin.ts in the various :plans, and 

it is not inconceivable that, at a future date, the objections of those not 

in favour of the regional dispersion of the efforts of the United Nations 

could.be met by the unification into one great Commission of the various 

Commissions. 

As I said a few minutes ago, the L~ter-American Economic and Social 

Council of the Pan American Union, could be of invaluable aid in the ac-

complishment of the tasks of this Economic Commission for Latin America 

which we propose to create. Many 1Inportant assignments could be carried out 
i 

by .that Council. Undoubtedly, the fields of action of the Cotmcil and of 

th~ Commission would differ, inasmuch as the scope of the proposed Commission 

would be "of a much greater vastness .• 11 as the Peruvian Mini€ter of Foreie;n 

Affairs, Mr. Garcia Sayan, affirmed recently in his comments to the New York 

press on the project now under consideration, which he supported whole-

heartedly. 

Apart from the considerations of world interdependence, to which I have 

just alluded, and which bear out this assertion, it cannot be denied that, 

in seeking a solution to American problems, not 'to make use of the collabo-

ration of a country on this Continent, such as Canada ~- which has demon-

stra"t{ed an .amazing spirit of economic and social proe_;ress and of solidarity 

would imply a voluntary alienation from one of America's strongest bolsters. 

We do not believe that an effective job could be done in this field 

without the technical, advisory, statistical end administrative resources 

of the United Nations, resources which the regional organisms lack. It is 
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only fair that the Latin American- nations, which contribute to the maintenance 

of. the United Nations -- in m.mzy cases at a great fina'l1cial sacrifice --

should wish to avail themselves of this machinery, which has already proven its 

efficiency end good will through its· stud.ies of the European and Far· Easte;n 

proble::ns and through the solutions which it has proposed and which have been 

considered adequate. 

The considerations v:·hich I have mentioned vrould suffice, in my opinion 

as a representative of Chile·' to enlist the support of our colleagues of tlie 

Economic and Social Council, Dnd to obte:in their approval-of the proposal 

which_I have had the honour to present in the name of my country. 

But there exists, in addition, another argument -- and to us it seems 

the most decisive of all and one which 1vill have a. profound influence on 

all of you >vho have fought nobly for the cause of justice and human solidarity. 

Our first obligation is to preserve the life of the orc;anization of the 

United Nations and its character as a decisive and fundamentcl instrument 

for the maintenance of peace end understandinc; amone; the nations. The people 

of Latin Alnerica believe in the United Nations, ond they have faith in its 

actions. Those who believe in peace and in the lavrful settlement of their 

problems have supporiied. with the full force of their f2::.th and hope the work 

of the organize,tion. creatad at San Francisco as a result of the far-seeing 

intelle.ct of Preaident Roosevelt. Until npw they have asked nothing of this 

organization_ nor have they had to come to it for the solution of any inter-

national_ problem. On the other hand, they have ab1ays shoim their willing-
• 

ness to co -operate, ancl their spirit of solidarity when dealing with the 

problems of other nations. Our voice and our vote have always in this 

Council, been :placed. permonently at the service of those.legitimate interests 

and neeo.s of the people of. all the nations. In tl:,"'l Seem i ty Council, the 
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Latin PJnerican representatj.ves of Mexico, Colombia and Brazil have always 

exerted every effort to reconcile the differences which Ilaturally arise from 

the conflicting interests of the Great Powers seeking always the just m1d 

equitable solution to the intricate problems of international politics. At 

the Jl'irst Session of the General Assembly; in an effort to contribute to 

world :peace we toolc ourselves -- with the appointment of three Latin 

P~ricm1s to the Palestine Commission -- a large share of the responsibility 

of solvint;; one of the most critical obstacles to peaceful world community 

l:i.f'e. It was no direct or indirect interest which [;:,Uided us in these cases. 

We intervenecL r:olely out of a spirit of justice, and a feeling of reeponsi- -

bility and of international solidarity. The spiritual and historical in-

heri tance of the Latin .1\merican nations, incorporates a stron£:, feeling for 

co-operation and humen eolidarity. .And they have brought these ideals, intact, 

to the community of the United Nations. There is much that can be hoped 

for from the moral contribution of these nations, above all, in those moments 

when the controversies among the Members of the United Nations might become 

poignffilt,and a real crisis might shake the very foundations of our orgm1i-

zation. 

To guard against such a contingency, it is necessary_ it is indispensable, 

to preserve: unshalmn, the faith and the hope -vrhich the r .. atin .Americffil Republics 

place in the United J:l!ations. In order that their faith and hope may be 

justified they must be shown that the United Nations is something more than 

what the world press procleims eaeh day~ m1 arena to which the Great Powers 

come to ml'l.tch their strength. They must be convinced •• th11 ou{3h direct 

contact -- of the effectiveness of the work of the ort;anization; of its 

:preoccupation with the solution of the social m1d economic problems of the 

vTorld: in s,ccordance with the mandate of the Gan Frencisco Charter; they 
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must be convincecl that the difficultiss· of· 'the Member: Nations·; bet}ause ·o-f~ 

their critical and lU't;eri"t nature;· form a principal part of that preoccupa­

tion. The masses of Latin Pmerica read- in the· newspapers that we are dealing 

with the ·crises on ·other continents. To those ma.sses, who are in a state of 

anxi~ty\ bor·derJii.g on 'ies~eration · we cannot sa:y· that we will not go to· their 

rescue, be~ause ·in ord.er to do so; another InternatiOnal Conference would · 

h~v~ tb be called; and. a decision wo'Cl.lo .. have to be taken several months 

the:fg~fter on whethel.~ or not the 1atin J\merican nations desired international 

;. 

aiel. Neither can we ar[,rue that it would be technically inconvenient·rurther 

to disperse the efforts of our counciL · Reflect; gentlemen, on what·. the 

Latin .£1mericah countries which put forth ·s'llch great efforts.: to send. to the 

United Nations· the product of their d .. edicated labour, wottld think of such· 

an argument. The people of" these nations; the 1-rorlcers on .the farms; in the 

mines on the pampas and. in the forests sacrificed -- for the sake of 

solid .. arity -- the :rights given to them by the law, to better· their 1-rorking 

conditions. 

I conclud.e with an apology for imposing on the v8J:uable· time. of the · , 

Council with this lenc;thy discourse. Let me justify this by the importance 

which I e.ttach to the matter uncler discussion and the value whid:h I attribute 

t·o the decision vrhieh the Col:IDcil may take on the Ch5.1een prop'Osal_; which 

reflebts and. smnmari zes the collective anxiety of the people of ·Latin .. 

l'meric·a:~ :e_s expressed by their statesmen, thinlcers and most outs1:1ending · 

leaders. 

I make a formal proposal to the effect that, upon the termination of 

the general discussion cf the motion, the idea of creating ·an Economic 

CoillD'liscion for- Latin f·\lnerica be· approved; ·an& that innn:ediately thereafter;' 

as wai:i 'the case for the Comnr.ssions -:t~ Europe end for 1\Bita ariel' the Far· 
East; a Sub-Comm1ssion be appointerl to study the m8lldate for the new 
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Commission. Dur:i.ns the debcte of that Sub-Conur..5 ssion
1 

the ChiJ_ean dolesDtion 

wi.ll be prepa.J:>ed. to ac~ept ;_·ny sugr)estions vrhich ID.Y collea8nes mcy offe::..~ and 

which w1ll lend to the greatar snc.::ess of the ir1ea vrhich we have put fo:·"We.rd.. 

Needless to say: the Chj lecn C'.elegation supports the y>roposal that the l:ecil-

quarters of the Commission be rotated.. In that way the Comads.Jion c2n best 

carry out the j dea of estB.blishinc those strong linLs , bet-vreen our countries 

and tl-:e United Nations_, to which I have referred .. 

lvir. BF.LT (Cuba) (Interpretation f:com Sp<.mi;:;h): The Cuban clelec;ation 

wishes to se~"~ond very ·..rermJy the r::::-opo.s2.l fornulatecL by the re1Jresentattve 

of Chile; which asks for tl:e cren.tion of 0n Econom;lc Com:nission for Latin 

J\merica. 

Our C~dloan coJ.league has made a vest and C:.etailec"L speech ex:plainin(J 

the reasons whicl1 according to him, e::ist for cre8.tint;; this comrrriss:ion: c.nd 

I think I ~1avc no r:Lc,ht to ts.ke up the time ~nd e.ttentjon of. the· Member.:> of 

the Council on t~·le extensive consiclerations for t~1e necesoity oi' ectEJ:blh>hine; 

en Economic Corr .. rnission for Latin l;meric:a. 
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Yet it woulcl be, I think, useful to :make a few remarks on cer-

tain aspects of the qnestion which we are now discussing. 

It is the opinion of our delegation that the creation of an 

Economic Co:mmiss:l.on for Latin America is more than justified and 

not only because of t.he simple fact that there is an Economic Com-

mission for Euro:pe and an Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 

East. 

Economically, probleii)B of Latin America are very different from 

the problems of :E:urope; they are also different from the problems 

of Asia. Therefore, tte reasons wrzy I would st~ggest the creation 

of an Economic Conmlission for Latin An:.erica are different from those , 

which determined the creation of the economic commissions for those 

other regions. 

A:n:.erica is i.n no need of reconstruction; what it needs is stim-

ulation. As you know, Latin America was for many years exploited 

by the colonizing powers. The object of these powers was to obtain 

the largest rosstbla quantity of raw :material at the lowest poesible 

pr:tce, to pro·::~se t::C.a raw rraterial in its large cities and, in rr.any 

cases, to expert the material once n:ore in its new form to the very 

countries from -which the raw :materials came. 

Unfortunat6ly, this situation which prevented the incinstriali-

zation of tho colA.r.t!:J.es of latin AmerJ'.ca did not rasult in the freedom 

of these countries. Instead of the colonizing powers which I :men-

tioned before, tl:.cre were other great powers that took their places 

end went on exploiting the Latin 1\merican nations. 

For those who do not know Latin America, it rr.ay seem that in 

vur countries there is wealth and happiness; unfortunately, this is 

not the case. In addition to the natural resources which we could 
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not up to the present time use conveniently, there is famine, 

there is miser~ and there is disease. The standard of life of 

soree of our countries is incredibly low. The level of alimentation 

is inferior to many of the countries cf the EUl~opean Continent even 

at the present time, and the indices of diseases and mortality are 

most impressive. Something must be done about it, and the United 

Nations has a very good chance to act. 

Unfortunately, Latin America has never had a co-ordinated 

plan for stimulating and developing its economic possibilities. 

There have been different attempts, but none of them has given the 
'· 

results that have been expected. A commission like the one that 

is now suggested not only could formulate a general plan for stim-

ulating and developing the natural riches of Latin America but also 

could co-ordinate these activities with economic aspects and the 

needs of Europe, Asia, and the other regions of the world. 

It has been said on different occasions that as there is an 

Inter-American Economic and Social Council, an organ of the Pan-

American Union, there is no reason to create an economic commission 

within the scope of the United Nations, but this reasoning ~s not 

valid. As a consequence of the United Nations being created, the 

Pan-American Union is losing influence and importance, due to the 

fact that those very governments in America are considering that 

the universal interest contemplated by the Uhited Nations is more 

important than the regional system. As far as the Inter-American 

Economic and Social Council is concerned, we must admit that, 

unfortunately, during the last two years this Council has been 

functioning it has not produced the results that had been expected . 
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of it, and it has done nothing constructive which would permit one 

to think that the creation of an Economic Commission for Latin 

America would interfere ~ith the activities of thia Latin American 

Co'U?'icil. 

The inter"An~rican system, of which Cuba has always been an 

ard~nt champion, has a mission which it must accoin]?lish in this 

hemispheree Yet because of a lack of economic and technical possi-

bilities-, since :lt has an exclusively regional character, this 

system would fincl it very difficult to accoiDJ?lish the aims which 

are envisaged by the proposal of the Chilean representative. 
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It may be that some Members of the Council have doubts as to 

whether the suggested co:mmission is going to have the approval of the 

majority of the countries of Latin·America. I certainly should have 

preferred to haye before me; and to know, t!ae opinions of each of 

these countrles on the question we are now discussing, yet we must 

not forget that t}2e Se.cretariat of the United Nations has circu.le.ted 

the agenda of this session of the Council, as well as the documents 

which refer to ·this agenda, to all the States Members of the United 

Nations, and, naturally, to all the Governments of Lat1n-Americe .• 

Therefore, the Governments of Latin-America know the proposal 

of the ChileruJ represeptative, and,as it is a fact that no objection 

has been formulated, it is only logical to state that the majority 

is in agreement with the suggestion. 

Before ending, I should like to call the attention of the Members· 

of the Council to the fact that here there are twenty cotmtries which are 

'gi vin·g . ~ not only material help and strength to the United Nations, 

but which are also offering · very considerable economic co-operation. 

The noble aims of the United Nations imply that this Organization is 

of an altruistic character ruJd by no meens a commercial one. It is 

by no means necessary that a country should receive a service equivalent 

to its contributions to the aims of the Organization, yet it would be 

good to show the people of Letin-America,who need economic and practi-

cal help,that in the United Nations they Rre not contributing exclusively 

to the needs of others, but that they also can receive some benefits 

from the Organization. 
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.V.il'o d 'ASCOLI (Venezuela) (Interpretation from Spanish): In the 

name of the Venezuelan delegation and the Econo!llic and Social Council, 

I fully support th!9 proposition of the representative of Chile, 

Mr. Santa Cruz, s~~gestin~ the creation of an Economic Commission for 

Latin Ame!"ica., 

The:representative of Chile has expressed with ample reasoning 

the various grou.."'lds for his proposition. Therefore, I am only going 

to insist s~ily on certain aspects of the economic- problems of 

Latin America whiqh seem important to me and vrhich also concur in 

justifying the creation of such a commission. 

The economic system of almost every one of the Latin American 

countries·h{ls a false basis. The reason for this is that although 

in the :majority of cases the foreign invesor:r:rec:e1 ves a goo a. ret'1E'n fo:;."' 

h:ts capital and receives interest and profits, there is no economic 

security; th~re is no standard of life which would prove satisfactory 

to the people of the Latin Jl.merican countries. These two elements 

are essential in the creation of this wealth. 
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The~· lack the essenti8.l condi t:ion of a heal thy and we11-

balanced eco7<Clny. This essential condition ls to produce the 

largest possible ~uantity of what is necessary to satisfy the 

needs for the futu:•e and to provide the largest possible nvm-

ber of people of a given country with these elements. Usually, 

the economy depends for its balance a.nd normal functioning on 

the sales of the export market of only one or very few agri-

cultural products, the price of which is always determined by 

the forei;gn markets. 

There are economj_es which are periodically in crises due 

to fluctuation of exterior prices, without it being possible 

for them, in periods of prosperity, to attain a level which 

would pemj_t a.n autonomous readaptation of the country on a 

different basis of economic life. There are cases which are 

even worse, when it is an economy de:?endin3 on a uni~ue and 

s incle mineral product which is gene:;.~ally exploited with fol'eicn 

capital and which practically achieves a sort of nox~al produc-

tion and uni~ue production, because all the other sources of 

wealth of the co~~try are made smaller and smaller through the 

absorbing and sterilizing action of the dominant oineral 

exploitation. 

With these latin ilmerican countries, the situation is 

still worse because although for the time being their econcmj_c 

structure may appear more brilliant than is the case with the 

first mentioned countries, they are always under the threat that 

one day their mineral production will be exhausted, and as it has 

been the exclusive element of their economic life, they will be 

without any means of recreating a normal economic life, because 
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the mineral exploitation left in an extremely weak economic state 

all the other principal economic activities, and, more es?eclally, 

agricult~ITal labour. 

At the present time, the entirely just conception has been 

admitted that different re3ions of the world are under ecor1omic 

interdependence, and one does not consider~-as was the case in 

the past--that our economic systems are only complementary systems 

to the systems of the countries industrially developed, and that 

our only task is to supply to those countries the basic raw 

materials, such as tropical fruits, fuel, minerals, and to serve 

also those economically well-developed countries as markets for 

the export of their manufactured goods. 

On the contrary,·one considers that from both parts there 

are mutually renderE3d economic services of equal importance, ~nd 

that, therefore, both systems of economy are interdependent and 

the people on one side as well as the people on the other have the 

equal right to aspire to a diGDified ahd decent standard of life 

which cannot be achieved in the case of the countries with a lesser 

developed economy, unless international markets pay a reasonable 

price for the export products of these countries and unless there 

are also reasonable prices for transfer, and there is a just pa..~ti-

cipatiori of those countries in the benefits which are realized by 

foreign enterprises exploiting the natural products of these countries. 

This is the situation as far as financial possibilities are 

concerned and with which we may achieve this econcmic rate. One 

also has to consider the fact that parallel to these financial 

means, plans are also needed, and organization and technical aid. 

This is what has to be provided for on ~ international scale. 
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He~e again we meet with the idea of interde~endence which, in its 

turn, suggests the conception of m.1.1tual help for coiLill.on progress 

and for the e~uilibrium of world economy, without which all the 

economic systems are under a perpetual threat of failure. We 

also must cons~der the fact that one of the main conditions which 

have to be met, lf we want to reach normal economic functioning 

on a world-wide scale, is to have the international c1rrrents of 

relations_re-"3stablished and prosperous. 

This revival of international trade is a condition sine 

~ ~ of the political and economic balance of Europe, and Latin 

-~erica is eager to co-operate with the United States in the task 

of helping Europe achieve this balance which would be of benefit 

to everyone and which cannot be achieved without having all the 

regions of the world harmoniously participating in its achievement. 

The Economic Commission for Latin America, parallel to the 

corresponding Commissions for Europe and Asia and the Far East, 

will be an excellent means of meeting, within the United Nations, 

the respective economic regions, together with the United States 

and Canada, and to co-operate in the task of revival and 

normalization of international trade. 

In the case of latin P~erica, we do not think it can be said 

that the task which is considered for the Commission, and suggested 

by the Chilean delegation, would interfere with the task of any 

other organ al:ready existinG, whose action would be really and 

actually exercised and would be efficient, and which would be 

active in Latin America. The sugcestion to create this Economic 

Commission for Latin America also has the advantage that by the 

mere fact of belonging to a universal organization such as the 

Organization of the United Nations, it must a:1d has to convert 
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itself into an organ which can have within its scope of efficient 
I 

activity, all the elements necessary to the fulfilment of its task. 

It will have the natural wealth which exists and which is just 

waiting for an impulse in order to be developed. It also can have 

capital which; ccming as it would be natural to expect, from 

North America, ca:n collaborate with all the necessary guarantees 

in obtaining reasonable profits. 

Finally, there is also a human element which is lacking in 

our co'l.mtries with scarce population and which can be supplied by 

Europe. 
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The idea of universal solidarit~ and the feeling that the low state 

in which one of the Members ~f the international community would be would 

finally have repercussions on all the others, always stimulated the countries 

of Latin America and converted them into champions of international cooperation, 

causing them to serve the cause of international cooperation on all occasions 

with enthusiasm and devotion. Yet, if there had been one sucgestion made 

by the representative of Chile that was still more striking than the others, 

it is that there is no more time to wait indefinitely in the countries which 

are lacking more schools, more roads, more hospitals, and many other equally 

Urgent and indispensable things, things necessary for the economic and social 

field; that in these countries, it is possible to wait unless the peoples 

of these countries finally would ask themsaves whether or not they have any 

immediate and direct interest in the material cooperation given by them to 

international organizations while their population lives under a standard of 

life which is so unsatisfactory. 

From this point of view, the idea has been put forward that nothing would 

consolidate and strengthen the prestige of the United Nations in Latin America 

more than the creation of tb.e coll'llllission that has been suggested within 

latin America itael;f'. This idea is certainly right. 

Before ccming to the end of my statement, I should like t~ remind 

the Council nf the fact that my country, with its own means, is now working 

on a programme of a complete economic revival which, little by little, is 

taking effect due to the co-operation of Venezuela in stimulating ·pro-

duction. By these means, we are striving for and we will succeed in giving 

a new impetus to the economic activities that existed before the exploita-

tion of oil. Most of all, we are thinking of the exploitation of agri-

culture and of cattle which, through the extension of this mineral 
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,·•·.exploitfl.tion, have met "t-7ith a crisis. At the same time, we hope 

to bring more variety into our economic system by stimulating the 

simple activitieEI whicq quite logically, must be developed in our 

country. We are bringing forth this programme using, first of 

all, the financial means which the very exploitation of oil is 

giving to our cotmtry. We have the co-operation of these very 

ente!'l'rises engaged in the exploitation of oil which have 

expressed, without any reservation, their feeling that they are 

perfectly aware of the fact that the equilibrium of Venezuelan 

economy is not something which would be prejudi9ial to them or to which·' 

they could even 1le indifferent. On the contrary, this is a 

problem in which tnese enterprises have vital interests. 

It is obvious that if I had to make this declaration, it was 

by no means to S\~gest that Venezuela does not need a Latin AmeriCan 

contilission, and that if Venezuela still gives its support to the 

latin American commission, it would be only for the benefit -Of the· 

remaining sister republics. This is by no means what I wanted to 

suggest. What I wanted to say was that even in such a case as the 

case of Venezuela where we have no economic crisis pre.sent or 

even forseen, th:Ls commission for Latin America would· be of great 

use to us ana. wo·,1ld help us in the task of st11dying and making 

plans for our economic development on which we are working at 

present. 

This is a.l.l I w11.r..ted to add to the stater:ent of the repre-

sentative of Chile while givL"'lg my full support to the most 

interesting proposition he has formulated. 

). ' 

··--· ·.r.. 
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V~. THORP (United States): I am greatly impressed by the aug-

gestion which has been put forward by the repreE•entative of Chile. 

The three speeches by my Anerican colleagues have been of real 

importance. It is desirable and useful for the Members of the Council 

to be informed concerning the economic and social problems of Latin 

America. 

But I find myself in a difficult position. For half a century 

the need for inter-governmental co-operation has been recognized in 

the western hemisphere, to the extent of actually establishing special 

organizations for this purpose. One of the elements ~n this struc-

ture was established at Chapultepec in the Spring of 1945, the Inter-

Americ.an Econmnic, and Social Council. It was intended to amplify 

the previous work in this field which was carried on by other inter-

American agencies. 

A conference has now been called for Bogota in January which 

will be called the Ninth Internatiqnal Conference of Inter-American 

States. I understand that the agenda for the conference is to 

include various questions about the organization of the inter-

Ainerican system, and its functions in relation to the United Nations 

will be thoroughly considered. 

I should very much like to know the attitude of all the 

American nations involved before taking action here on this matter. 

' Obviously, the establishment of an Economic CommiaBion for Latin 

America will necessitate important ad.justments in th13 presex1t.ly 

existing system, for there will be overlapping and &.·c~.plication which 

none of us can afford either in time, energy or cost. Even if there 

were complete agreement on the basic proposal, it would be extremely 
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difficult to know vThat functions to give the new commission withcut 

knowing what is to happen to existing inter-American machinery.. The 

present system was set up by all the countries involved, and I 

cannot help but feel that it should not be modified without their 

advice being sought. If such a. commission is to be established, 

it should have the enthusiastic participation and support of as 

many of ita ~embers as possible, and that is best obtained if they 

are able to participate in 1.ts initial plan. 

I should like to make clear that I am not taking a position 

either for or against the specific proposal advanced by the repro­

sentative of Chile. Certainly, the representative who have spoken 

have presented son;.E~ very com.pelling argun;.enta. I am certainly not 

in any way asking that the proposal be rejected at this time. How-

ever, I do suggest that the Council defer action on this natter , 

to a later meeting .. 

-
It is quite custonary for a number of months to elapse between 

the time when the :l.dea of having a child is first suggested and 

the time when the resulting infant draws its first breath. 



AD E/P.V. loj 
81 

Mr. MALTIC (Lebanon): Europe has a Commission; Asia and the 

Far East have a Commiasiori, and now Latin America is going to have 

a Commission, In every case, the colllillission was the expres-

sion of a real need. Here are certain regions of the world whose 

need drove them to appeal to the United Nations for help. 

I should like to ask now, is there a fourth region in the 

world which is in comparable need1 Where is that fourth region 

of the world eo far overlooked and unmentioned for which an equally 

strong case can be made as regards the formation of a special 

economic commission to look after ita problema1 There is only 

one answer to this question. If I do not suggest it, it will 

suggest itself. The curious thing about this situation is not 

its existence, but rather the strange silence which this fourth 

region of which I speak universally meets everywhere,so far as 

this question is concerned. 

I listened with the greatest interest and attention to the 

very brilliant exposition of our Chilean colleague on the problems 

of Latin America. I found that if I were to make a similar 

exposition about the Middle East, I would probably have to copy 

half of what I heard this afternoon. 

The characteristics of the econozcy of Latin America are very 

similar to those of the Middle East, and to prove zcy point, I shall 

quote a few·passages from the speech of our Chilean colleague, and 

merely substitute the words "the Middle East" for "Latin America" 

and show that the propo&itions there enunciated still hold. 

For instance, on page 2 of the English version of his speech, 

it says: ''Approximately sixty-five percent of the total population 

of 'the Middle East' which today consists of •• ," and he gives a 
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figure there which would have tobe slightly adjusted for the Middle 

East, " ••• is engaged in agricultural pursuits." 

Then aga~n on page 3 in the middle of the page it says: "There is 

no diversification., and rr.any countries depend almost entirely upon 

one or two export items to provide for their economic needs.u 

Then on the b()ttom of page 3 it says: 1'two-thirds of the 

population, if not more, are undernourished to the point where people 

are dying of :malnutrition in many.regions. 11 

On page 4 in the middle of the page it says: "The _percentage 

of the active or gainfully employed population is extremely low in 

•.the Middle East' as eompared with that of the United States and of 

Europe and the productivity of.the active population is much lower 

than that of North America. and Europe because of the disadvantages of 

malnutrition, sickness, and lack of equipn;ent and education." 

Then, on page 5, we are told that: '~e are dealing first of all 

with a problem of production, and. secondly, with one of distribution, 

and that the only ren;edy for its economic instability is the trans-

formation and diversification of its econonzy-." 

Then, on page 7, in the middle. of the page, it says: "And since 

we are urgently in need of those c.ommodi tie a and rr.a.chinea, we have had 

to exhaust our foreign· re:?erves in order to obtain them. This has 

resulted in a rise in all the prices of 'Middle Eastern' articles, 

and in a treme~dous inflation which has forced the cost of living 

up to· unbelievable levels.'' 

On page 8, at the bottom, it says: "The 'Middle Eastern' nations 

in general show different characteristics and diverse and often com-

plenentary raw materials. This would indicate that the problem of 

industrial development should be approached collectively, in order 
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to ensure harmonious production and to avoid the installation of 

artificial and ant,i-economic industries." 

On page 9, there is mention of a danger to the stability of 

democracy in Latin America if economic conditions are allowed to 

drift. I can assure the Council that there is even a graver danger 

throughout the Middle East, not only for the stability of whatever 

democracy we have there, but also for the promotion of democracy 

throughout the entire region if the economic conditions throughout 

that area are not attended to :properly. 

Finally, on page 12, at the bottom, it says: "The economic 

problems of 'the Middle East' ••• " and I am always substituting that 

phrase for Latin America, " ••• cannot be, nor should they be resolved 

separately, but only as an integral part of the universal problems. 

Therefore, there can be no doubt that the economic development of 

'the Middle East' should be studied within the scope of a world plan." 

I could not have stated our situation throughout that part of the 

world more accurately than is described by these passages. In the 

formation of the Charter at San Francisco, I had the honour to be 

sitting in precisely the committee which was presided over by our 

absent President, Sir .A. Ramewami Mudaliar, which elaborated the 

very te~ under which we are working in the Economic and Social 

Council. If any of the Members would like to refresh his memory 

by reading over the records of those meetings for the nine weeks we 

spent there, he will discover that it was :precisely with a view to 

attending to such trying economic and social problems throughout the 

world that the Economic and Social Council was conceived in the first 

place. 
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We are intended to elaborate constructive and cooperative tasks 

for the amelioration of the social and economic plights in which the 

majority of the world lives at the present momen·..:.. 

Our distinguished colleague from Canada this morning spoke of the 

dangerous tendency which is developing which may eS;use this Council to 

become, in his own words, a 11filing cabinet." There is that real danger. 

What we ought to do to offset that danger is to conceive bold, positive 

and constructive plans of action which will really be realized in certain 

needy parts of the worldo 

It does not d.o to say, "No 1 no, no," all the time; what does do is 

to confront a suggastion with a better alternative, with a constructive 

and positive alternative, because a mere repetition of rejections to 

well-intentioned suggestions is certainly likely to be misunderstood ,. 

throughout the world. 

In the past I did mention our need in our part of the world. I 

stressed it; I warned the Council regarding it. I said, '~We should not 

be forgotten." Today I vlant to say the same thing. 

I have not ·pl:-essed for a commission for the Middle East, however, 

so far, for three reasons. In the first place, it is not because there 

is .no urgency in this field in our part of the worldo The urgency is 

-very real there, eYen more so than in many other regions. It is more, 

in my opinion, a question of priority; nan:ely, there are other regions 

of the world which are more advanced and more stable politically, and it 

is only fair that they have priority so far as the attention of the 

Council is concerned as regards their economic needs. In the second 

place, I think it ¥rould be right for us to wait, see and watch with 

great care how the commissions already established function and how 

they develop, S\l that, while keeping our problems alive both in the 
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douncil and in our own minds, I felt it vas more proper for the present 

to waive that problem and to wait until we see how the other commis811Jns 

develop. Finally, we are so encumbered with other political problems, 

both high political problems and low polttical problems, and also social 

and ideological difficulties that it seemed vriser, for the present only, 

not to pile up one new great difficulty on top of innumerable tensions 

which already exist throughout our entire region. 

This is one world, and tnis is the·Economic and Social Council of 

the United Nations which was elected directly by the Asse.rribly of the 

United Nations. Is it right that we concentrate our attention on only 

one or two sections of the world? Is it therefore right that we exercise 

what I might call a species of favouritism in the distribution of our 

economic concern? 

Europe and the Far East have been hit directly by the war. It 

is right therefore that the Economic and Social Council of the United 

Nations, which was born out of the spirit of co-operation which directed 

and wo~ the war, should turn its attention in the first instance to the 

reconstruction of Europe and the Far East. But these two regions are 

not the whole world, much as they are invaluable parts of it. To con-

centrate exclusively on them is to produce an injustice and a disequili~· 

t-1um.wh1ch not only were not intended by the Charter but which tend in the 

long run, as our Chinese colleague always reminds us, to contrib•te to 

the disturbance of international peace and security. 
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Mr. MARTIN (Canada): My Government is in sincere sympathy 

with the motives vthich inspire this proposal. We have listened. 

to a very eloq:uent statement on the proposal by the distinguis4ed 

representative of Chile. He adduced arguments and gave us a 

statement of fact which, I know, have impressed us all. i·le are 

indeed indebted to him for this exposition of the important·. 

economic situation. which he says exists in Latin America, and 

which we know exists. 
'~ 
' He made certain refe~0nces to my country, for which I thank 

him. I can or:ly recall to him, and to the Cou..""Jci.l, what was said 

-
by the Canadi.an representatives at the first session of the 

Economic a:n.d Social Council, and the obse~::'Vatiom that were made 

when propc,saJ.o wore put forward for an Econom1c Commission for 

Europe ru1d for the Colliillisaion proposed by Dr. Chang of China 

for Asia. 

We in C::mada have conatantly o:n:;hc::Bized our conviction that 

the .economic and social fl::.'!::ct:! ons of the United Nations, and the 

Articles of the Charter wh::.ch emocdy our objective3 in this field, 

are no less i:c:.po:::.~tant than that side of the United ~:ations which 

is concerned with q_uGstions of security. 

We sympathize -vrith the concern. fol t by many under~develop~d 

countries, not only in I.atin America, but throuehout the world, 

lest the urgency o:~ reconstruction problems may result :l.n a system 

of priorities in relation to economic questions which would work 

to the relative de'~riment of these countries. 

The Canadian Government believes that it is an essential 

function of the Un~ted Nations to foster and promote economic pro-

gress in all parts of the wotld. In establishing a truly prosperous 
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and balanced world, it is of the highest importance that these 

countries in need of basic ecQnomic development be given particular 

attention. Concern in dev.elopment is obviously, in one sense, 

both more basic and fundamental than the problems of reconstruction 

which, while most urgent, are, we hope, of a strictly temporary 

nature. 

The root causes of economic problems which are faced in the 

relatively less hi3hly developed areas of the world -- not only • 

Latin America but, as we have been reminded this afternoon, in the 

Hiddle East, Africa and elsewhere -- present a particular challenge 

to the world organizations which we have established, because these 

problems have existed throughout the years of peace., and we cannot 

attribute their continued existence to the extrac:;.~dinary circumstances 

of the recent war. 

In view of the importance of economic development problems, 

the methods and the machinery which we adopt to deal with them are 

also of particular importance. What we decide with regard to the 
the 

basis of/organization for dealing with the problem in any area of 

the world will affect all other areas. 

Canadian views on the dangers of embarking hastily on a 

regional approach to economic organization were stated by the 

Canadian representative·at the last session of this Council. We 

feel that such a decision should be t8.ken,-'bn.1y after a very mature 

and d.eliberate study, for the fact is, as the representative of 

Lebanon has said, it would constitute a reversal of the approach 

adopted at San Francisco. 

There the decision was made by all Members of the United 

Nations to approa~h this problem on a worlu-wide functional basis. 
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That is the approach wll.ich is exemplified in the specialized agen~ies 

such as the_IntE).r.Rational Bank for Reconstruction and DevelopmeJ:?-~, 
~ _. . t ! 

the International Hone~ary Fund, and others. It is that approach 

which underlies the im.pol~tant new ore;anizati.ons that the special 

conferences called by this Council are likely to establish during 

the remaining months of the present year. 

At its last session th,is Counci;L summoned a world shipping 

conflerence to. meet in t~e coming autUlnrl, and we exp·ect that this 

conference w.ill establish, on. a world-wide functional basis, an· 

international maritime council • 

. The Economic and Social Council has already set in motion a 
·' 

series of conferenees which, before the end of this year, we expect 

will set up and establi.sh,on a world-wide functional basis,an_ 

international tradEl organization. 

,· •. ~ t 

·.:· 

. ., 
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This f~~ctional approach which my Government, along with others, 

has advocated at every opportunity is the basis, also, of the various 

Commissions of this Council which we have set up to work for us --

the Economic and Emplo:1nent Commission, the Transport Commission, thE~ 

Fiscal Comnission, and so on. 

In short, this world-wide ft1nctiona.J. approach underlies, it 

seems to us, the veri/ structure, not only of this Council, but of 

the· United Nations itself. lie around this table, perhaps not 

always concious of tho full iinplic•1.tions of our decisions, must not 

forest the original underJ.;ying :pr1nciple3 'Hhich we all agreed to, 

certainly at the first meetings in London, vrhich are very clear in 

my mind as I make these observations. 

The Canadian Government is no~ convinced tl~t this functional 

approach should be duplicated, and is convinced that it should not 

be Guperseded. by machinery based on the alternative concept of 

separate economic JJ:nchinery for each region. 

Naturally, vle recognize that in certain exceptional 

situations there is justification for te~porary regional 

machinery to complement the more basic organizations. Reconstruction 

problems dealing with the devastated areas of the world are pre-

sumably s~ort-run emergency problems, and I can only state to my 

distinguished and very amiable colleage from Chile that it was on 

this basis . that my country supported the creation of two temporary 

bodies, the Economic Cor.Jmission for Europe and the Economic 

Commission for•Asia and the Far East, and only on this·basla. 

By contrast, the development problems are not short-run. They 

are of basic and fundamental importance and will remain so, at best, 

for l!"..any years to come. They must be dealt with in a manner 
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cons!stent with our concept of the total structure of the world 

organizat:Lon and with the fundamental nature of the world wo seek to 

build. 

Our vie'm on this g_uest!on were set fo:rth in some considerable 

detail at the laat session of the Council, and it is therefore not 

perhaps. nec~ssar;y to reiterate them in detail at this juncture. 

:Sut briefly, we are concerned lest in the future, regionalism 

snd regional autarc:by will come to. play the dangerous :r'oJ.e which 

nationalism and r~tional autarchy have played in the recent years. 

We are there~ore concerned, for example, lest multi-lateralism 

be abandoned for systems of regional tariff preferetces. We believe 

that a trend towards regional autarchy could be no less dangerous 

economically, soeially and politically, than could national autarchy. 

A wall that is built around a number of cou.11tries in a single area 

of the world can constitute no leso a barrier to the well-beinc and 

prosperity of the ,;orld at large than a wall built around the 

boundaries of a oingle state. 

But there iB one thing I vould like to make perfectly clear. 

We favor co-operation within each region, just as we favor co-

operation between nations in different regions. \ve recoe:;nize that 

regional co-operation need not be exclusive, and we are not opposed 

to appropriate regionalist machiner;).S but we are unalterably opposed 

to the kind of machinery her-e suggested. If we are convinced that 

the overwhelming majority of the nations coficerr.ed, after due consideratio 

desire .it; end U adequate provision is made for ita, intecration in 

the baaic structure of world organJzation, then we. are prepared to 

reconsider the position. 
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But we feel this :matter is of such tremendous importance that 

we ought to give it vel~y great study before taking decisive action. 

In saying this, there is not any suggestion on our part that there 

be an indefinj_te de::'erment of this question. I can very well 

appreciate the motives and the reasons which induced my colleague from 

Chile to put forward this pro!)osal to us. I s;ympathize \-lith his 

motives as I am sure every ~ember on this Council does. But our 
I 

responsibility must not involve the agreeabil:i.ty of a particular 

,pe1·sonality in whom '\-le have the eroe.test confidence, towards whom 

we have the greatest friendship. We must adcb:ess ourselves to the 

much broader problem that is divorced altogether f:com human and personal 

relationships. 

Now happily, a Sub-commission of this Council to study basic 

problems of economic develop~Gnt has just been created. It might be 

useful to await the v:!.e'\-IS of that body. HE>.ppily too, provision alree.dy 

exists for all latin P.merican cour~tries to confer togethe:c in the near 

future on these very questions. There was created under the auspices 

of the Pan American Union in the early months of 1945, a perme~ent 

L~ter-American Economic and Social Council. This body was provisionally 

·organized pending a subsequent inter-American conference, and actually 

came into being in November 1945 in l:ashincton. 

The functions of this Council,as set forth in its terms of reference, 

include the following: "To serve as the ro-ordinating agency for all 

official inter-American economic and social activities,to main~ain 

liaison with the corresponding ager.cy of the general international 

orcanization when established and with existing or projected inter-

national economic and social agencies." 
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It is expeeted. that this Council will be organized on a 

permanent basis at an international confere:.1ce of American states 

scheduled to be held in Bogota on 17 Januery 191!8. .For this purpose, 

there will presura.bly be discussed. at that conference such q,uestions 

as those outlined in Roso:ution 50 of tha final act of the C c-nference 

held in V.:exico in 1945. This Resolution called forlthe establishment 

of new branches of industry in the Arr.erican l~epublics and improvement 

and enlargement of those no'\v in existence; development and exploitation 

of natural resources and. extension of facili~ies for the free movement 

of capital, as well as extension of long-term credits for the purposes 

of raising the stande"rd of livinc; of the .American peo}Jles, deriv-ing 

ma.ximtun benefit from their natural and human resources and enlarging 

their international trade. 

In viev of' all these circumstances, I am inclined to feel that 

the wisest course for us would be to await the result of this inter-

An:erican conference. He 1-rill then have the considered vie\vs on this 

matter of virtually all the governments irlllllediately affected. Since 

the proposal now before the Council was introduced only a fey days 

before the preser:.t session, and since out of eighteen govermnents 

.represented on this Council, there are four l.e.tin American c;overn.ments 

only, my Government feels hesitant to see any hasty action beins taken 

by this Council vntil an opportunity has been given, not only to these 

latin American nations on the Council, but also to other latin American 

countries to express their considered views through the medium of the 

inter-American conference; with regard to this important and significant 

·proposal. 
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~ly final 'Word again is one of thanks to the distinsuished 

gentlewm from Chile who has put this proposal before us; to thaDk 

him fo:c bringing to us the important economic facts 'Which he has 

related, and to congratulate him for the motives 'Which have inspired 

him in bringinG the matter to our attention. 
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Mr. CHERrriSIUW (USSR)(Second interpretation; original in 

Russ:i.an): It was indeed with pleasure that we listened to tlle 

very interesting atatement prepared by the representative of 

Chile. The Soviet Union delegation vrell unde::stands and sympathizes 

with the desire e::c:r;ressed by the representativoo of Chile and the 

other Latin .Ameriean countries to raise the economic standards 

and improve the WE~ll-beinG of the inhabitants of those countries. 

Ne"<rerthelesa, in the opinion of the Soviet Union delegation, 

the creation of an Economic Commission for Latin America is not 

dictated by necesai ty. l·le do not thlnk it j_s quite correct to 

ccm:pare the reasons for the creation of an Economic Comnission for 

Latin .America with the motives und.erlying the creation of the 

Economic Cornm:itsion for Europe and the Economic Commission for 

.Asia and the Fa~ J~ast, inao.much as the creation of the Economic 

Commissions for Europe and for .Asia and the Far East was based on 

a resolution of the General Assembly in order to aid in the 

reconstruction of the devastated areas of Europe, .Asia and tho 

Far East. The creation of an Economic Commission for Latin 

America as well a13 the creation of an Economic Comnission for 

the Near East or any other area may be confus eeL within the 

structure of the J~conomic and Social Council since·,· .as the Members of 

the Economic and :3ocial Council are aware, there are nine Commis-

sions :n the Council, and in particular the Economic and Employ- . 

ment Commission, 111hose function it is to study the general question 

of the development of Member Nations of the United Nations, with 

emphasis upon the under-developed countries, 

It is therefore with regret that the Soviet Union delegation 

feels it cannot support the proposal submitted by the distinguished 

representative of Chile. 
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.. _ ; .. · ; . · Th~ PRESIDENT: . There are -tw·o more · M:e1nbera ·listed 

to apeak on this subject. If it' is possible, I should· like to 

complete the general discussion on .this matter, but·if there are 

~till other speakers, I should like 'to kr1ow if 'the Council is ready 

to take a.d.ecision on ·the following item on our agenda concerning 

the agreement with the Postal Union. That item has been on· the 

agenda ·for the:past four d.ays, and. it is essential that the agree­

ment be ad.opted., or, if not, that we-know-the opinion of the 

Council on the agreement because of the negotiations which we are 

to hold· next week with the International Telecom:imications Union. 

There-fore, if the Members· of the Council will· iock at the · 

text --.which I ani sure they have stud.ied. _;.. they will note the 

d.raft resolutj.on · subni tted. by the representative of Norway concerning 

this agreement. If there is no objection, ~e could. proceed to adopt 

that resolution without any lengthy d.iscussion after we have 

completed our discussion of the present subject. That would make it 

unnecessary for the Council to meet tomorrow. 

Mr. LUNDE (Norway) : I should like to say a word in connection 

with the. ::.)roposaJ:.~:of the President to adopt the text of the agreement 

with the Postal Union. I do not think it can be adopted without 

discussion. I myself would like to make some remarks in that connec-

tion,and I wonder whether it is necessary that it be adopted today 

or tomorrow. As far as I understand, the negotiations with the 

World Health Organization are going to start on Tuesday,and it 

would be possible to dispose of this matter on Monday mornins. 

The PRESIDENT: I should like to finish the discussion on 

the question of the Economic Commission for tatin America before we 

start on the other subject. 
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.tl..r. CHERNYSID:V (USSR) (Second Interpretation:. O:dginal in Russian): 

The Soviet Union clelegation also has a few observations to subm~~:. 

with respect to the draft prQposal, and therefore, we ahara the opinion 

e:x:pressed by the representative of No:t;"way that we .should ha-va ·the:.dirnDoion 

of this question on Monday or any other .day which my be found 

convenient • 

Mr. NEHRU (India): I should like to speE1k on the Latin June;rican 

pro:posal, and on no other subject. 

I feel that I must. speak on this subject b.ecause I co~ from 

a country which hopes to Q.evelop the. closest possibl~ r.el~tions, ~-

not merely economic relatiqns for we are interested in other types 

of relationships -- with .the countries of Latin America. I wish 

to extend ~ full support on behalf of m,r. Government to this proposal, 

but I have one suggestion to nak~. 

It seems to me that in view of the objectione .w~t5ch heve been 

raised and the difficulties that have been pointed ou>v by the Canadian 

representative and the United States repl'E"I::Jent::.tivo, it might be 

better,. ·. before a};1po~.nt1ng the eub-ccrom::.o:.:aon to study plans for 

a .mandate for the n(<v.· cCJru,:.:~~ssion, if we D.:ppoir.t come. Eort, l).f wo'r~ing 

group as we did in th3 caGe of the Commission for Europe and the 

CoiPIP.ission for Ae:ia a:}d th8 Far East, to stv.L::.y this problem and to 

make reco:rnmenC:ations. 

If that :prc:s;;o~al ir; ~cce::;>ta"ble to my col1 . .-)e.gues from · 

Latin Amer:tca 1 I tbtH~r t:mt it m.tght solve .so;r.:s Qf our difficulties. 
. . (:~::·:u~CG) . • . . . ; ·.· · 

Mr. MENDE& FHANc:E 'j ( Ii'i'terpretation from French): I should like 

to ask two qu~:~.st:tons in order t.o fully understand the intent of the 

amendment submitted by t~e represen+~~ive of India. 
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If the working group is actually constituted by the Economic and 

Social Council, I should like to know the followbg! Will the 

Econojllic and Social Council have this proposal submitted to ~J:; 
at 

in the cou:cse of this session or will it be/ the next one, and will 

the con$ti tution of this g:.·oup preJudge the question of substance 

or will it simply settle the measures of application? 

Mr. NEBRU (India): I did not make a for:ma.l proposal. I merely 

wanted to ascertain the reaction of ~ colleagues from Latin America 

to this general conception. But if the idea is approved by them, it 

seems to me that the working group stould be set up by this Counci~ 

and it should be asked to report as quickly as possible, perhaps at 

the next session. I believe that the working group for the Economic 

Commission for Asia and the Far East 1 as nv colleague, Dr. Chang, 

will perhaps be able to confirm, reported within a few weE:Jks to the 

Economic and Social Council. 

Dr. CHANG (China) : I think 1 t is extremely painful to ·!'11 thhold 

a speech, and I have been given that e:xperience. I can answer this 

question, and I rray also have a few -0beervat-1ona "Which- lYilY 

help to clarify this sit~ation. With all my great respect for 

my most simpatico friend, the distinguished representative of Chile, 

I think I shall surely have something to say, but I think it will 

be a point of order. 

The President did suggest that we 'tiJ.kc ·up the_- _ matter of 

tho Universal Postal Union, and evidently, there were· two objections. 

I should like to know if my understanding is correct, that we shall go 

on with the debate on the Latin ~rican commission now, or shall 

we continue the discussion at some future meeting. If that is so, 

at that next meeting I hope I shall have the privilege of making a 

few remarks. 
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The PRESIDENT': l-tf desire is tv end this discus'3ion if there 

are no more speake,rs. For the time being, the repreoentative of 

Chile is the only one who wants to speak on this, and he wants to 

:o:ake his conclusions. If the repreeantative of China desires to 

apeak on this sub~lect and t!l:l:s develops into a long discussion, 

then we could postpone it for a fu-ture date, but I should like to 

hear the representative of Chile firsto 
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MJ..~. SANTI~ CRUZ (Chile) ( I.nte:::':f:!retation from Spanish): 'l'.i.1e m.u;stion we 

are now discussing is of very spec:i.al interest to my de.l.egation. Fo.c t:.l~.s 

reae.on I am in favour of a postponement of the general dj_scussion until l-1onc1ay. 

T:1e representative of' the. United States of America has sa5.d that this 

project was some1rhat sjmilar to the birth of a chHd and that a ch::I.l<l needecJ 

time to come into the >vorld.. If he read.s my proposal) :1e might fjnd that 

almost everything he has questioned is amn-rered.. in the toxt of my stc.tement. 

I ho11e that by J:.1onliey a careful study of this text and possibly t:1e famous 

techniq:u.e of the United States vr:ll bring this birth about in such a short 

tj.111e. 

I should also liltJ to state that I am ready to accept the suc_,c,estion of 

the re:::1resentattve of India, provided that this w·orkine; croup he suggests 

reports to the Economic and. Social Com1cil during this Session. 

Either of the tvro sue;ge.ations vrould be ae;reec;,ble to me 
7 

but as I need 

time to ans1ver all tte remarks 1-rhich have been macle on my proposal, I shell 

aslc for a postponement of the cenere.l d.incussion till Ivlonclay. 

The PRESIDENT: It seems to me that the Members of the Council are 

rather im}?atient. I have three more spealcers, perhaps four, on this sub-

ject. Evidently vle shall not be able to finish before eight or nine o' cloclc. 

Therefore, as there is no objection, ive shall adjourn the discussion until 

Monday, and vre shall at that time also discuss the draft at;ree:ment concerning 

the Un:i.versal Postal Union, althouGh this delay will create great clifficulties 

for us next week. 

'..Je had :pla.."Uled to have nes;otiations with w1IO, the International Tele-

comunications Union, end there are plans to discuss an agreement vri th the 

Bank and the Fund.. Because of this :postponement; there will be many of these 

difficulties, the absence of which vrould have facilitated our vrork next vreek. 
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I hope that the Members of the Council \vill take tl1at in-':o consideration) 

and we probably shall have to vrork ne::t i·reekend. 

Mr-. MENDES-FPI'®CE (France) (Interpretation from French): You t!.1rentened 

us 1ri th a meeting next weekend, and I believe that we should do everyth:i.ng 

possible to avoid that possibility. I think that per:i1aps -vre could try to 

accelerate our procranune, I believe that it is rather obvious that -vre can<'':'.ot 

this evening exhaust all the discussion concerning the question of the 

Economic Commission for Latin i'l!lerica, but I also believe that it IP.ight be 

possible this evening to deal >vi th the question of the Unh,.ersal Postal Un5.on. 

Perhaps we coultl finish this discussion tonight, end that mie.ht be the ansvrer 

to the problem ,just brought up by the Presid.ent. However, if my colleaGues 

are not ac;reeable to meetins t).1is evening, I would propose an alternative 

vrhich consists of consi<lering on Mo:;:1clay morning the Universal PostaJ. Union 

as the first business, :in order to finish the discussion on this question an 

soon as possible so as to permit our colleagues vrho have to be present at 

other meetings to fulfill their various tasks. 

The PRESIDENr : I -vrould suggest, on the basis of the discussion, 

the follOi.finu; course for our \-Tork next week, or Monday at least. \-le shall 

begin at 11 o' cloclc with tivO items, the agreement with the Universal Postal 

Union and then finish the discussion on the Economic Commission for Latin 

P.merica. Then, if we have time, i·le shall call a meetinG of the Econorilic 

Co:rruni ttee of the vn1ole to continue to work on the programme referred to it 

concerninG the Far Eastern Commission. The Report of the Co:rrunittee of the 

Whole -vrill be discussed in that Committee. That is the proe;ranll1le for the 

morninL:;, as far as the plenary meeting and the meeting of the Economic Committee 

are concerned. The Social Committee will meet on Monday at 10:45 a.m. and 

continue to discuss and 1iispose of the prograrmne it is considering which it does 

not finish today. 
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Honday afternoon the f-,ocial COlllll:dttee wi.ll continue its vrork at 2:45 p.m., 

and the Nec:;otiating Connnittee for UIIO ;dll meet at 2:45 p.m. 

The meeting rose at 6:12 P.m. ___,.. __ _ 




