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The PRESIDENT: I declare the eighty-ninth ~~eating of the Economic 

and Social Council open. 

PROGRESS REPOET OF THE SECR1~ARY-GENERAL ON THE 0~~ DAY'S PAY PROPOSAL 

·Mr. OHDING .(Diz:_ector 1 . Into:rno.tional Children' a Ereergency Fund} 

In presenting the Secretary-General's Re~6rt to the Council, I would first 
. . 

express the gratification which I am. sure is generf'~ly felt because of the 

l'esponae which has be13n. ~egtster~ct ~a: a resUlt of this first United Nations 

appeal for general public support. 

Although the time since the last session of the Economic end 

Social Council has mainly been used for internal eLdministrati ve preptiration 

and planning, wher:~ver the project has been put to the public favourable 

response has been :received, and the formal decisic,ns already made by 

the international ::J9Ja•goyernmental orgeni zations li'hich were gi van 

Category A statue ·oy the Economic end Social Connell, such as the World 

Feder5tion of Trad·~ Unions and the Interne,tional Cooperati vo Alliance 1 

are most encouragi:Jg. 

It looks as lf this project, in meeting such general approval, offers 

the opportunity to demonstrate unity of purpose and action onder the aegis 

of the United Nations which the peoples today so eagorly seek. 

As already stated, the project is still in the prepare.tory aJJd 

planning stage. Contacts ha.ve been metde and consultations have taken 

place with a great number of orgemizations apd ind.i viduale. Detailed 

preparations are gc)ing on fo:: the establishment of' the international 

committee, and tho:C'ough consideration has already been given by governments 

organizations, and individuals to the best procodure for the establishment 

of national committees. Full information and publicity op these 'f.'Oints 

will ~e furnished ·~hen final conclusions have been reached end a. more 

complete establismnent of machinery can be ar~ouncod. 
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The timing of the project is most crticial. On the one hand, the 

urgency of the nee~ isobv:lous; on the other hand, nothing could be 

more detrimental than premature and haphazard action on a scheme of 

such dimensions and of such an unprecedented nature. 

It is now obvious that the establishlllent. of machinery all over 

the world will take the major part of next fall, end that the actual 

campaign cannot take place before the early part of 1948. Ev:en thHf 

can only be achieved throush joint and unrelenting efforts from indi-

viduale and organizations, facilitated by governments, all acting with· 

the great~st p~soible speed. 
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I am happf a'bout the tentative agreeroont wh:!.ch has been . 

reached w{th the Acting Chairman of the Executive Board of the 

International Children's Emergency Fund on the division of work 

and on the niatter of close co-operation between our.two organiza-

tiona. The common task ahead is so tremend.ous that the most eff1-
;-;-

cient utilization 'of existing staff and resources wlll be needed. 

The resolution of the Economic and Social Council at its last 
... 

session gave the Eecretary-Gene:r.al the authority to take the- riec-

essary steps to in~lement the project. The small office eetablished 

in the Secretariat for that P~"'poee will not 1 of c~ourse, itself 

attempt to car:cy out and conduct e. campaign of th1e size. Its pur-

por:e will be to fa:::Uitate and initiate the establishment of thoee 

non-governmental bternational and national bodiee: -- and, above 

all, to obtain the support of the peoples therr.aelvea, who alone can 

secure success. 

The approval and stimulus of this Council and its Members will 
I 

be most important, and I need scarcely say that your advice and any 

constructive criticism you rmy wish to rr.ake of the plan of action 

contemplated i,l the• docun:ente before you will be W•3lcomed by the 

Secretal:'y-General. 
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Mr. STOLZ (Czechoslovakia): I should like, on behalf of the Czecho-

slovakian delogation,to say that we fully agree in principle with t.he pro-

::~osal of "one day's 1-ay11 or, E:-s it is now· called., the United Nations Appeal 

for Children. ·we think this is a very well chosen name. 

Our people, arid our ~verill!lent, will do their best to provide the maxi-

mum: of finanCial assistance· to this appeal, though the fur:ds cannot be ex-

ported in foreign currency due to the present situation. 

However, we have some doubt as to whether it is just to appeal for one 

day's pay only to those who ere the wa~Se earners, and not to appeal to all 

the :people whose earnings aro not fixed by daily, lreekly or monthly pay. If 

this can be overcome, we agree wholeheartedly with the proposal which is 

contained in the paper that has been submitted to us. 

He are very glad +,hat in this highly humanitarian task the non··govern-

mental orcanizations, by forming an international committee and taking an 

active part in these activities, are manifesting their close cooperation not 

only in the work of the Children's Appeal, but in the work of the United 

Nations as a whole. 

Mr. THORN ( New ZeaJ.and ) I join with Ml". O:o:-ding 

in expressing the hop~ that this appeal will Eeet with the utmost 

possible success. Our activities cru1not be directed to a more hlunane pur-

pose, and I tr'.ll;;t that the nations of the civilized world liill take a proper 

view of their duties in this matter. 

One difficulty has arisen with regard to New Zealand, which I should 

like to discuss. The last sentence on pace 8 of this Report reads like 

this: "In vie"i-T of the many months of preparation a worl4-wide campaign of 

this sort will necessarily require, it is therefore considered that the 

collection should take place early in 1948." 
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Some months ago we received information in New Zealand, not from this 

Oreaniznt.ion, but from a source which we had to respect, to the effect that the 

appeal would be launched this year. Therefore, we set to work and detailed arran£'1 

ments were made to launch the New Zealand appeal in November of this year. This 

was absolutely necessary so as to avoid Christmas which falls in the middle of our 

summer; ancl as the New Zealand summer goes on until the end of February and possib 

March, if the collection has to be made in 1948, there is little prospect of 

success in my country un.Less the appeal can be postponed until about April 1948. 

All thisj'of course, would completely disorganize the plans we have already 

made, and on which we ho:~e to act in November of this year. In view of this, we 

feel that we should be e:1couraged to adhere to our :present arrangements. Su:cely 

we are the best judges of our ovm conditions' and it would be bette:c;· for the 

children concerned if we in New Zealand cotlld manage the: appeal independently 

and in relation to the S:?ecial circumstances which exist there. If this is not 

:possible, ve will, of co·1rse; have to consider vrhether we can fit our effo:;_ 't into 

a later date. But this ''rill be very difficult and the result, so far as How 

Zealand is concerned, ma:y- be disappointing. 

There is a question I should like to aslc vrith regard to t.he disposal of the 

funds. On page 7 of the Report by the Secretary-General., it is stated that the 

nationol committees w-hicjl will be constituted to make this appeal within the 

various nations should b•:1 composed of volunteers. Under the functions of these 

national colllllli ttees' sub -paracraph (iii) reads as follows: 

"To enter int<) agreement with the Secretary-General, 
particularly :~s reGards the disposal of the funds collected 
by the commit·~ee." 
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Another section appropriate to that appears in d.ocUiil.cnt E/1.'.64/ Add.l, 

ivhich was circu) ated. this morning. It reads in part as .follows: 

"The Secretary-General has been authorized to reach 
agreement with each country as to the disposal of the 
national collections.'' 

Is it intended that the Secret~y-General will reach agreement 

-vrith the governments or with the voluntary national committees ivhich 

will be established? 
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The PRESIDEN~~: Mr. Ording will anS'Wer all questions at the end 

of our discussion, 

Mr. McNEIL ~l'nited Kingdom): I want, first of all, to say how 

fortunate the Council has been to have had .th~ diHtinctive service 

which Mr. Ording has rendered to it on this subject. Hie singleness 

of purpose, hie great energy and hie great humanity must be rarely 

paralleled, and I am very grateful to him for what he has done here, 

as I am sure every delegation is. In saying that, I hope I nake it 

:plain that my governn:ent gives the warmest support in principle to 

this scheme, as we have already done. But there are one or two 

criticisms of a m:l,nor kind, but not of an unsubstantial kind, which 

I ehould like to m1ke. 
\ 

I am :particularly disturbed by page 6 of this document which has 

been presented to us. 

As I understand this subject, after it had been raised at the 

Assembly it was renitted to this Council, and this Council at its last 

session set forth the principles which should govern the operation of 

this one-day-pay proposal. The Secretary-General was then authorized 

to go ahead with the job, and, via Mr-. Ording, he has done so with 

great expedition, and hie response is this docunento But,I repeat, 
of 

the principles fthe one-day-pay proposal were laid down by the Council, 

and I therefore e.m a little disturbed by this. elaboration of the func-

tiona ot the :t·nternational committee which is now :placed before the 

Council. 

\ 

It looks to me as if we are in danger of creating a very large 

international non-g<:>vernmental organization. I notice on page 4 of 

the same document that Mr:-. Ording has already consulted, in addition, 
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eome 750 international non-governmental organizations. That is a fairly 

substantial number, and the more consultations you.have, the more 

letters you write, the greater the staff you employ, ·the longer .the 

agenda. of tl:le committee you summon. 

As our New Zealand colleague has already pointed out, the essence 

of this scheme ie its urgency. The Assembly has considered it, the 

Council has alrea~ considered it once, and I am going to ask Mr. Ording: 

Is there any need for this international committee? There is the need, 

we all admit, of international approval, and so far as the people 

handling the scheme are concerned, if they think that ~hey need soma 

international approval other than the approval of the Assembly of the 

United Nations and the assent of this Council, then perhaps they are 

wise to get some international figures on the head of their letterpress. 

I do not object to that, although I visualize some difficulties in their 

selection. 

So far as I may be said to be religious, I might confess that I am 

a Protestant, but I notice that Mr. Ording, on the instructions of the 

Secretary-General, is going to consul~ the Protestants to have one 

representative on this international committee. I warn Mr. Ording 

that, as a good thorough-going Presbyterian, if he comes to tell me 

he has consulted the Archbishop of Canterbury, I will not consider 

that he is a representative of Protestants at all, and if Mr. Ordingwere 

to go · to the Buddhists, en which I am not an authority at all, I 

should think his difficulties would become even greater. If he 

wants a nice list of reputable representatives, international figures, 

on his letterhead, that is an excellent idea. But to convene a meeting, 

as I gather from his document he proposes to do, alarms me a little. 
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Are the d~>nai;ions to the Fund going to carry the expensee of this 

:rneeting'l Wh~re are the expen~es going to be found.'l Ie the Council 

going to be asked t~ carry, in the sense of representation, a very 

large 1nternatione.1 non-governmen1ial meeting of highly important 

people wh~. must be' treated as pri~cee and what are they· going to do'l 

We know perfe,ctly well that the-operation of this business will 

depend upon the ne.tional committees 1 and the co-or.dination should be 

rrade here. Let me say frankly that I am satiefieci that the co-ordination 

cannot be in better·hands than those of Mr. Ording and the small Secre-

tariat who have carried ;forward the work to this l>oint. . 

. I am greatly 1nd6bted to 1!ff New Zealand colleEtgue tor giving the 

Council a practical example, which is much better than rey theoretical 

argu~nt. Here is New Zealand, a count:cy with a great reputation tor 

this warm, urgent, hUJIB.nitarian feeling. ·They took :Part in the debate; 

they took part in the o~liberations of the Council. when rey.fri~nd 

Walter Nai:lh wae he::-e in February or March. What cl1d they do'l · Did 

they wait for .tlle international committee? Not at; all. They asked, 

''Y~t is the moat 1:1.ppropriate tizne to get the money :from our people?" 

They went ahead anci :made their arrangements. 
I 
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Is this Council going to tell the representative of New Zealand 

that he should wait until this interne.tional committee meets and decides 

upon a date in 1948? Not at all. We have decided upon the principle 

by international agreement; we have internationally approved it. Let 

us face the fact that we will hEwe to leave the method to the national 

committees; that Mr. Ording and his excellent assistants should go 

ahead 0n the~'ns without convening an international committee, and 

certainly without remitting to them the detailed functions which we 

have here and which, I fear, may cut across the princi·:-:Jles rlrerc.:· 

laid down by this Council at its previous meeting. 

It mieht be the wish of the Council that we just delete page 6, 

in which case we could probably pass on to the ·next businesso Perhaps 

that is a little precipitate. If it is felt that we have to have a 

detail of funct).ons, then I certainly feel that this should be remitted 

to a commi tt8,, -~·or most careful stt!.dy. In the msantime, however, I 

hope that New Zoaland will be authorized to go ahead with its part of 

the job. 
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... 

Mr. Ml!.""NDES-FHANCE (F'rance)(Interpretation from French): As the 
. ·. ~· .. 

French delegation had the opportunity to state earlier through };:arsons 
' ·'· 

tlOl'O'"oompetont thun I, as far as this question is concerned, we agree 
:•. 

'"i th the principleu which are embodied in this proposal, 
. ,··•· . 

~ranee gives its warm support to this practical measure which 
. . 

·.· .. 
we believe will promote international solidarity a:m.ong all the countries 

which have aufferec~ enO. borm witness to the misfortunes of war. What 

I am about to say te not intended in any way to diminish the warm 

supllort which the I'rencb delegation bas for this p:roposal, but I should 
'; :·:: ' 

like to speak on cE:rtain points of application, fr·om a practical point 

of view, particulal'ly as they apply to my country, France. 
"•. ··~ . 

I think that the contribution under discussi,::Jn should not have 

the aspect primarily of a legal obligation. I believe it would be 

more in conformity with ~be generous spirit that m'::Jti vated this project 
,,: ..... ·~ . 

if this contributiC>n were to be made on a voluntary basis. A binding 

obligation to make tl'J.is proposed contribution might meet with objections 

on moral and practical grounds. 

France, whicl:: was occupied for four years en1i subjected to 

totalitarian method.s and measures, remembers very well the obligatory 

deductions which were made from the aalaries of i t1:1 people under the 

Nazi regime. AccOJ:·dingly, it would be much better and more democratic 

if contributions were of a spontaneous and voluntary: nature. 

]'Urlhernore--a~d I believe this is the most important consideration 

from a practical pcint of view -- an obligatory system of contributiODB 

might discriminate between the salaried classes, on the one hand, end 

the classes which derive their income from sources other than salaries. 
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The representative of Czechoslovakia has made reference to this 

point, and the French delegation supports his stand fully .. · I believe 

his argument is another against the creetion of a system of obligatory 

ccntributions. 

The next point on which I wanted to speak is of special interest 

to France. It is inspired by temporar~r condi tiona which, although 

temporary, are rather pressing. These conditions are of an economic 

and financial nature. France will not be in a position in the'near 

future to transfer into foreign exchange e.ll the contr1,butions which 

will have been received from voluntary contributors -- that is, from 

workers. Therefore, we believe the best policy for France would 

probably be not to effect the transfer of moneys but rather to use 

the contributions for the purchase of either merchandise or services. 

I should like to recall that a suggestion to this effect has 

~lready been made by Professor Debray. He has also stated that it 

was intended to oreate in France a pediatrician center, and I believe 

this shows an effective manifestation on the part of France to parti-

cipate in this international movement tovrard.s solidarity. 

Mr. THORP (United States): I think we all realize the tre­

mendous undertaking which is involved in this appeal for children. 

Certainly I, for one, want to commend the energetic efforts on the 

part of th~ Secretary-Genere.l and others, who have helped to advance 

this project to the point at which we can actually see in some 

realistic fo11n the shape it may take. 

However, there is one point about which there appears to be some 

confusion, and I think it is very important that this point be cleared 

up. I should regard it as a rather fundamental point. I am parti­

cularly disturbed by one sentence in docume.;Jt E/4611/Add.l, paragraph (f), 
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sub-paragraph 1, the second sentence of which reads: rr · ' • -•~Approaches· to 

Ilon .. governmental bodies with a view to raising fu:nde1 l1111 be undertaken 

by UNAC, which will therefore assu.me the handliilg of' publicity for this 

purpose o" The reeso::l that diStllrba me is that it se,ems to esta.blish 

the principle that U~PC itself will go out into the fund-raising busi-

ness. The concept ·w:1ich bas appeared in other docUJitents is that the 

Ul'fJIC, an intel'nation•~l agency, is one which establishes the objecti vas 

and stimulAtes the various countries themselves to undertake the carrying 

out of the appeal. 
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I belie-;e that az:tyone who thinks about this for a few moments will ap-

preciate that this job cannot be standardized. It has to be done in ~ferent 

ways in different countries. That being true, it seems all the more necessary 

to place the weight of responsibility on the countries themselves. 

You have heard of one pro'blem: that of New Zealand. Let me outline 

briefly the :problem in the United States. A number of years ago, the citizens 

of the United States found themselves exposed to an increasjng number of ap-

peals for chari teble purposes, year after year. It csme to be a tremendous 

burden, in terms of time and energy. The average citizen felt that he was 

unable to ma:ke a p·ecpor ch0ice as smong the various appeals. Gradually, 

therefore, we deYel(:pec_ "{rrws of having single ap:peals to the public i..~ behalf 

of r:;JJny different agenc~ ~es. In most localities, that single appeal is called 

the Community Chest Drlve. 

More and more appeals have beon developing in the foreign field. The 

American agencies vrldch work in the fo!'eign field have reached the conclusion 

that in that fie] J., too, th2_.''3 6:'')1;u C: be a single appeal to the .American 

people in behalf of :maL;)" <li:r.'~~·o!'or.t cl:1ir.l3nts, The idea was that on some 

bas is such as the meldnc; of co:':ltrPR.t:tons t:Jrough. a year's time, month by 

month, P~erican citizens could :plan their total personal contributions to 

foreign relief. For those who wished to give specific assistance, of course, 

there 1vould still be many opportunities to do so through other channels. 

You can therefore see the problem that is created for the United States 

by this specific appeal in connection with funds for children. After some 

discussion and considerable negotiation, the established American agencies in 

the field have agreed to include the International Children's Emergency Fund 

as one of the claimant agencies, shall we say, in the overall appeal for 

foreign relief. That is the form in which we feel the United States should 

make its contribution in connection with this ~ppeal. 
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Of course, that is a very s~ecial and specific situation which will un-

doubtedly not be repeatE?.d in any other country. 

In order to worl: out this kind of problem, it i,s obviously necessary 

that the cotu:.try involved have the responsibilitt,an•i that it be told that 

it must make its plans in a way vrhich will contribUt•e most to the accompl:l.sh-

ment of our general JlUrpose. I should therefore lik•e to stress the point 

which was made by the' representative of the United K:1ngdom: that, in this 

case, the international agency has a very real function, the function of 

stimulating the varic•us countr:l.es and assisting them in the formulation of 

their plans, but tha-t. in no case should it move into an individual country 

and take over the rer.:ponsibility. If this is to be a successful under-

takine;, the responsil:ility will have to be placed squarely on the countries 

themselves, and the r.ational committees will have to recognize their re• 

spona:Lbilities. 

I believe that the responsibility of the United Nations is to start the 

project and do all it can to help it along, but in n() way to relieve the in-

dividual countries of their specific responsibility for carrying it through. 

I would therefore eJqJress the earnest hope that, as regards the agreements 

which are entered into and the way in whioh this pro~!ect is carried oU:t, the 

spirit of the operation vrill be one of placing squarelly on the national com-

mittees the responsibility for carrying the project t;hrough in 'their own 

countries. 
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Mr. NOROSOV (USSR){Interr-retation from Rusa .•. an): The 

sacrif:i.ces which have been made by the Soviet Union in the second 

wo::.~ld wa:;.~ are COlri..fl.on knowledge, and it is also known how all the 

peoples of the Soviet Union have contributed to the efforts made 

·.to reconstruct the terri to:7 devastated during the war, a terri-

tory which covers a considerable part of the whole territory of the 

Soviet Union. At the same time, the Soviet Union has to foot thr 

bill for taking care of th0 children, the mothers, and the invalids. 

Because of these considerations, the Soviet Union will not 

participate in the "one day's pay" ar;real. The Government and the 

workers have to reconstruct the devastated homes, and, at the same 

time, they have to take care of the children, the mothers, and the 

invalids. Because of this, the Soviet Union will abstain from 

voting on this question. 

Mr. DAVIDSON (Canada) : I should like to join with those >-rho 

have exprt:esed their appreciation of the tireless efforts of Dr. Ording 

in this field of activity. I should also like to say, on behalf of 

the Canadian Government, just one or two words with ree;ard to the 

Report which is before us this afternoon. 

As yet, I am not in a position to enlarge Ufon any detuils in 

so far as plans in my country are concer~ed, because the matter is 

still under consideration. Canada is going to watch with interest 

to see the extent to which this pro}osal becomes,in kee~lng ~~th its 

original purpose, a genuine world-wide international appeal sup}orted 

by the peo~les of all the countries of tho world, and directed to 

the benefit of the children of the various parts of the world who 

are in need. 
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My country has made a not insignificant contril>Ution to the Internation 

Children's Emergency Ftmd itself, and it was with some difficulty that I sat 

in silence this morning while comments were made about the contributions of 

other governments, whose contributions I thoroughly respect and appreciate. 

But I would <Ira:vt the attention of the Council t;o the fact that the two-

line reference in this morning's Report to the contribution of the Canadian 

Government to the International Children's Emergenc~· Fund represents the 

largest contribution per line, per word, per capita, and per community 

resources that has b·3en contributed to the Fund. 

11e in Canada have a history of supporting international effort in the 

field of international relief about which, I think, I can remind the Council 

without presumption. We stated that principle at the time of the last Assemb 

We felt it was through genuine internationai org&'lization and action that we 

could best and most 1fisely make our contribution to the needs of suffering 

children in these cmmtries. 

It was because 1:ihe International Children's Emergency Fund represented, 

in our judgment, the clearest approach to the kind of organization we had in 
' 

mind that we announced the contribution to vrhich I have referred. But, so 

far as this "one day 1 s pay" proposal is concernod, I should like to remind 

the Council of some.tl::.ing which I think was in the mind of the sponsor 1 

Dr. Ording, when he 't·rought this to the attention of the Assombly and of 

Members of the Council at the time we dibcussed this in March of this year. 

That is, that one of the fundamental values of this "one day's pay" appeal, 

altogether apart fro:rn. the monetary considerations involved, and altogether 

apart from the actual amount of financial assistaxice that may be forthcoming 

for the chilc1ren, is the universality of the idea, the fact that it represent 

somethine in which all the countries of the world can join, and in 1·Thich all 

the peoples of the wo::-ld can partake. 
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Canada is anxious to assure itself of the fact that that concept is 

going to be carried forwerd in terms of the attitudes of the peoples of the 

world, and for that ~eason Canada proposes to wait and see the extent to 

which the universality of this idea is carried forward among the peoples of 

the world before she makes her final decision as to the extent to which she 

will be able to pru:ticipate in this undertaking. 

The second point to which I should likt> tc· l'cfer in rath(!l" one of detail, 

but it harks back to the reference made by the representative of the United 

Kingdom this afternoon to the i..1ternational connni ttee. 

I, too, am concerned about the possibility of a large semi-perraanent 

international organ:tzation, top-heavy ru1d expensive, being created. I am 

somewhat in doubt as to what the purpose of an international committee of 

this size could be. 

'He accept willingly, on the one hand, the &"c,uments advanced by various 

nepresentatives this afternoon to the effect that the main responsibility of 

raising funds m11st fall upon the shoulders of the national committees in 

each co1mtry. w, accept, on the other hand, the argument .that the lines of 

policy, to some extent, at least, have already been laid down, and that ·the 

Secretariat, with the able assistance of Dr. Ording and his particular group 

of staff, can be relied upon to see that these principles are carried through 

in practice in each country. 

I a' 1, however, concerned about the possibility that that will not be quite 

enough. '\-lhile it is certainly not my intention to support 8llY large inter-

national organization which is going to cast a great deal of money, I am con­
that 

cerned about the possibility/tr.ere will be problems of principle and detail 

still to be decided in the creation of this world wide collection of funds. 

I do not think the Council has as yet laid down the lines of policy on all 

the points which conceivably might have to be dealt with, and I cannot see 
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that this Council has given a sufficient degree of instruction to the 

• 

Secretariat to enable the Secretariat, without some e1ort of small advisory 

committee, to carry through the lines of policy in relation to the appeals 

in the various countries in the manner in which we mE~ like to see these 

" 
appeals carried. forwat'd. 

May I just use o::1e illustration, and I am sure t;hat the representat;t:ve 
. .. . \ 

of the United States 'iTill not thin..lt I am usine this for the purpose of casting 

aJ.lY aspersions upon hts particular form of organization, about which I know 

something because it ::-elates more closely, perhaps, t.o that which would have 

to take shape in our .,ountry than the form in any other country. 

• 
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I run concerned about this kind of problem. .Assuming that the appeal 

which we now Ia.ow as UNAC is going to be merged with appeals of other kinds 

in other.cotintries, is there going to be any means of having the Council or 

the United:Nations say with what kind of appeals the appeal on beha~f of' the 

Interr1ational Children's Emergency Fund is going to be merged, or_is that a 

mutter which will be determined entirely by the country itself? For example, 

is it 30ing to be permissible to merge the appeal of the International 

Children's Emergency Fund with purely domestic appeals? I cannot recall 

anything in the lines of policy we have laid do1-m thus far that covers that 

specific point,although naturally, I think it should be understood that if 

it is to be combined with any other appeals, it will only be with other 

appeals 'that have the same import. 

It seems to me that points of that kind have to be worked out in the 

next few months. 

Another consideration that has to be thought of is, what percentage of 

any combined fund raising efforts should accrue to the International Children's 

Emergency Fund in order to justify tho turning over of this very powerful 

medium of appeal, an appeal on behalf of the children of the world, for the 

use of other organizations with whom the International Children's Emergency 

Fund appeal has been combined? 

I mention these points simply to indicate certain points where I think 

the Council has given no clear l:tne of direction as yet. Dr. Ord.ing may hve 

the answers to these questions and other questions which may come up from 

time to time, but I do think that either this Council should try to give some 

further lines of direction to the Secretary-General in connection with his 

negotiations with national committees in the various countries, or else that 

there should be a small watch-dog committee -- if you waat to call it that --
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and the smaller the better, but the more effective the better -- to help the 

Secretary~eneral ir.. working out decisions on lines of :policy consistent 

with "tvhat this Council itself would lay down if it 1..rere in session and able 
• 

to deal with these ];1roblerus in th'e course of the next few months. 

For that reasor.,, it seems to me we should give some consideration, not 

so much to the elimlnation of :page 6 concerning the functions of the colili!litte 

but to the revision of that section of the Report in particular in such a 

way as will bring it down to a more reasonable size., to limit more definitely 

the functions, but e~so assuring that there will be some adequate small 

body in existence tc1 carry on this work and to advise the Secretary~eneral 

along certain of the;: lines that I have outlined this afternoon • 
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Mr. SEN (India): I shall be very brief. We have been making 

excellent progress, and I have no desire to retard that. 

Firstly, I must remind the Council about the policy of India on 

this subj~ct. That policy was clearly stated during the Fourth Session 

of the Council, and there is no need for me to repeat the statement 

sentence by sentence. 

Briefly, it was that Indio. boa about thirty-five million children, 

and their needs must come first. We shall not be able to support the 

fundamental scheme for reasons which have already been stated more than 

once. 

Coming to the actual report, I find that the international com• 

mittee as listed here certainly will not meet with general approval. 

Firstly, the United Kingdom representative pointed out with a good deal 

of force and humour that it is top-heavy ~~d expensive and will not 

serve any useful purpose. I th1Dk, however, that his critioism about 

national committees not being able to function without the international 

committee coming into force was perhaps not entirely justified. I 

think the idea was that the national committees would go ahead with their 

job until the international committee was formed, but even so, I quite 

see the strength of his argument, that this sort of international com· 

mittee would be completely unworkable and expensive. On the other 

band, I find the Canadian suggestion of an advisory committee extremely· 
give the 

attractive, apd I think we should reallyjorganization here at .the United 

Nations some sort of advisory body which will have the necessary weight 

and authority to induce the national committees to undertake their great 

and responsible work. They will then be able to advertize their campaigns 

for relief in a suitalle manner with that authority back here at the 

United Nations. 
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There is another aspect, the question ~f allo'l:itment. For instance, 

this Covncil will have to decide at one stage or another-~perhaps this 
~ ' . 

Council will decidE,, or perhaps some other organization will decide--how 

much is to go to the International Children' a Emergency Fund and how 

much to other bodiE,a. This advisory committee will be of great use in 

advising us here in the Council as to the allottment. 

There may be e.ll different types of difficult:les and questions arising 

from day to day in the work of the national committees. If we have some so 

of liaison between New York And the national committees, the national 

committees will be able to progress much more effectively in their work 

than they would if there were merly a Secretarie.t organization here with 

some official in charge of it. For theta reasons, I think an advisory 

committee of a small size--not more than eleven or twelve .. -would be 

extremely desirable, and I should certainly suggest. that as a formal 

proposal. 

If, on the other hand, the Council decided not to have tha~ type 

of advisory committee but to have tJ:le interne.tional committee, I should 

have to make one or two minor remarks. 

If we examine the composition as it is writtetL in document E/464, page 

ive find under religious groups, "one each, after C'.msul tat ions with 

Protestants, Crtholics, Jews, Mohammedans, Hindus end Buddhists." I 

fail to see why the Christians should have two deno·mine.tions, Protestants 

and Catholics, whil1;, all the others· have one each. First, the Christiane 

have certainly mBny more than two denominations, and, as for Hindus and 

Buddhists, I can asl3ure you that there are millions end millions of 

different denominat:tons. That is only a minor comment, because so far 

as religious groups are concerned, I do not think they are of much use 

any way. 
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Therefo~e., 7• I ~usgeet tba.t the Comm1ttee sbould be altered . 

in i te. pr.esent. co}llpo~itipp. He should; have en_ advisory comm:t ttee c.on-. ~· . ' ' . . . ' ' . . . - ' 

s1stin~.pf.eminen~ ;t.pd1viduals --whatever that may mean .... and,then w~ 
.··· .. ·· , .. _ 

should have twelve people selected entirely at the discretion of the 

chief of tha:t organization,_and they may be recruited from the national 

cp~itteee or may sometimes be recruited from outside agencies. If we 
- : ' : • . 't • . ' 

have. an advisoriY ~ody like that, which will n_aturally be confirmed py 

the Council at 1 te next session_, then we shall create a mechanism which 

"lill_l;lave Sld'ficient weight and author:tty to say, "Wo" .to the national 
' •, .t • •• •· . ' ' • . • • 

oommi tteee, and the national conun1 ttee_s will not loa~ eight of the 

various ap:p~e·als whi.ch will. go out i'rom the United Nations from day to 

day. ''• . 

The PRESIDENT: I will now ask Mr. Ording to answer some of the 

questions that we~e raised during the meeting. 

Mr. ORDING (Director, International Cb.ildren'a Emergency Fund): 

First, I ~ent to thank you all for the positive interest you have shown 

in the project before us. I would like to say that no one perhaps more 

than myself has been aware of the many problems which have been touched 

upon by the representatives around this table. May I say that I am not 

astonished that the two main points coming out of any such discussion 

were, first -- and most encouraging -- that everyone agreed in principle; 

and aacond., Just ao nnturnl., that evor;rone would .also like to 

ask for some adjustments in practice. I think this is the very problem 

we have before us: vlill it be possible to stick to this principle to 

which we all agree and at the same time adjust it to the circumstances 

in each country, RS much as is necessary to have the effort succeed, but 

not so much that it would destroy the principle? 
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I feel that ~,~ hav~ gone ;very ·;fa~ t~:ward succ~.ss _i~ thi& ree:pect, 

and I am sure ~ha~ this diecl,lssion has. contributed ·v:er:y much to. •t.bi~ '. ·'• -. . . 
end. L shall try l,riefly to go through the ma:tn p_ot,nts whi.~. have ;·

been r~ised. 

~he first. que,stio:n raised wa.e_ conceming _th~- collection and­

contributions. The· representative ~t C.zecboslovakia rightly ett•ee~ed.­

that, altho~gh we l:.ave tlU,ked, ,at~d ar~ talking, about.,.~ "one. -dAy's _pay'!, -- . . .. . . .. . . . 

col~e.ction, the ~de a is not, an~ bas. !lever b.een, that th:l.~ collection. . -· 

should be .+imiteQ. cnly to wage earrie~; i,t ts univers~l in .all .respec:ts~ . . . . . . . . 

Everyone .sho~.ld be in 1 -y aGc.ord.ing to hiS!. means •. 

· Also, "t is _qui.te clear t:Qa:t, .in_ -sp,i;te of havipg ;the on~ day's 

pay ae a slogan, we have no world govemment, and this is not world ,,;: 

taxation; it is a question .of.voluntar.y agreement. It; is a q'l;leS~ion, not . ., . ,. . 

of obligatory contributions, but. o.f a .volu:Qta:ry decis_i9n .py. the ·people. 

thems~lves on ho~ and what to con'J;;ril>u.f~· 
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It is hoped, however, that it should be for people in the different 

b~nches and walks of life to agree on certain common measurements, such 

as a tentative sucgestion as to what might be contributed by all concerned 

without too great difficulty. However, that question is left open so that 

the people themselves can discuss it and arrive at a decision. 

The next question relates to contributions in kind and services, as 

was mentioned by the representative of France. We are very much a~are of 

the importance of such contributions in kind and services. I should like 

to stress at this time, in order to make it quite clear, that it is our 

idea that countries such as India and the Union of Soviet 
. I 

Socialist Republics, which are in such great need themselves, should not 

be excluded from participation in the contributions because of such need. 

However, this matter will have to be discussed further and I shall not go 

into details at this time. 

Nevertheless, the idea behind the entire matter, as was stated by the 

representative of Canada, is that it should be world-wide. Then again, we 

must take into consideration the fact that countries which are in need will 

not be able to contribute the money collected in their own countries. The 

money collected will be needed for their own purposes, and the contributions 

outside those countries may be token contributions. However, they may be 

important since it is necessary that we consider this as a Joint effort 

for a common purpose. Therefore, contributions in kind and services a:e 

surely important. As a matter of fact, the Resolution passed by this Council 

at its last session expressly stressed the impo~tance of reaching an agree-

' ment between the Secretary-General and the countries concerned as to the dis-

posal of the collections, taking into consideration the problem of foreign 

exchange and other problems of a similar nature. 
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A question w~:~s raised with regard to the dis:posal of the funds in 

the event that agrEtement was reached between the Secretary-General and 

the country concerned, namely, whether it meant the government or the 

national voluntary committee. As you may be aware -- and some of the 

representatives ·maJ· remember our discussions during the last session of 

the Council -- we consciously used the words "aere•sment with the country" 

in the Resolution. It does not state to what extent it should be the 

government or the national coir.mittee, for the very simple reason that it 

is obvious that the national committee, which will have the main responsi-

bility for the collection in each country, will definitely be interested 

in the disposal of the funds collected. Those who contribute to a fund 

are likewise interested in knowing"what they are contributing to and are . 

anxious to take part in the discussions with reference thereto. That iEl 

why the word "count::-y" was mentioned. 

Of course, it may vary in each country as to what bo~ will actually 

deal with these mat·;ers. As to any such agreement, there must be an 

understanding with "jhe government or the foreign office concerned. How-

ever, if such countJ•ies desire to bring the national committees directly 

into the consultations, this Resolution does not preclude that method of 

procedure. On the contrary) the matter is open for discussion and is flex-

ible in order to meet the different situations in various countries. The 

Members of the Council did not at that time know what the best procedure 

would be, and I sup~ose that no Member can give the exact answer to this 

problem at the present time. Nevertl:eless, we are ready to discuss that 

with every country concerned. 

The next question is a very important one. It deals with the rela-

tionship between the national committees and the machinery on the 
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international level. However, I should first stress that this entire 

project could never heve come as far as it has and would su:~ely not 

succeed if it were not for the fact that we have tried to keep our eyes 

down to the grass roots in this country, which merely means that this 

mission cannot be fulfilled 0hroush the establishment of rigid rules 

and decisions on the top. It can only succeed by having the people 

from the very lowest local levels act according to their own voluntary 

decisions. 

This means that we shall try ~- and this is surely the purpose of 

my small office -- to facilitate action by others rather than to declde 

anything for them. Such being the case, it means that the national com­

mittees would be' more important than the international committee. 

It is gratifying to learn from more of the representatives as to 

how they appreciate the importance of having existing relief organiza-

tiona brought into the picture and given the opportunity to participate. 

I know of and appreciate the work which l:as already been done in this 

country and others with regard to this problem, namely, the.problom of 

having a unified, overall drive where all who are eager to participate 

in such relief work can find their places. That is one of the reasons 

why the formation of national committees will vary from country to 

country 

I also wish to stress that it is not our idea that either this 

small office at the Secretariat or the international committee should 

move into countries and try to relieve the national committees of their 

very heavy obligations. Skrely, we should be eager to see to it that 

these obligations are, as much as possible, given to others rather than 

to this international committee. 
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In this conne,ction, I wish to make one observation which I feel 

to be important. Jt will serve to clarif'y the remarks made by the 

representative of the United States with regard to document E/464/Add.l, 

where ;!.t is stated: "Approaches to non-governmental bodies with a view 

to raising funds will be undertaken by UNAC, which will therefore assume 

the handling of publicity for this purpose." He ie1 C!Uite right in his 

·concern if UNAC is :!lere interpreted to mean the small office at the 

Secretariat. 

However, this is one of the ~Atters which I should like to clarify. 

In this case, UNAC :Ls not meant to cover only that office. On the 

contrary, it is meant to encompass all the machinery: first of all, the 

national committee, as well as the international committee and the 

small office of the Secretariat. In other words, it takes in the whole 

appeal as such. In order to prevent any such misunderstanding with 

regard to this docurr.ent, we ought to introduce some other words which 

will make this matter quite clear. 

With regard to this point of elaborate machinery, I should like 

to make it clear that when I have used the term "UNAC," I have had in 

mind the fact th~t it was the name of the total appeal, the name of 

all machinery at all levels. 

I shall now sp13ak on the matter of the international committee. 

I know that when we clealt with this problem at the First s~ssion of 

the Economic and Soc:~al Council, tl1ere were, partly in the ·session but 

also in the discussions with delegations personally, some doubts raised 

as to the advisability of having such an international committee. I 

felt, however -· and I think it was the general feel:lng of the Secre-

tariat -- that out of those discussions there came a general agreement 
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that in spite of the problems involved, there was a need for an inter-

national COD".mittee, I do not hesitate to say-- and I can givesome 

arguments for this that it ~ras generally felt that if we have no 

international body to represent an international appeal of this nature, 

it would be very difficult to succeed in working it out according to 

its world-~-ride aspects and its international purpose. There must be 

some concrete body in l-rhich we can embody this international approach. 

I also w!sh to state that it should not be semi-permanent. I do 

not know where the representative of Canada finds any words which would 

indicate such an idea. Surely, we are all acting upon a resolution. 

which is based on a temporary project. Personally, .I have never had 

the idea that this body should be permanent or semi-permanent. 

The question of compensation is, of course, quite important. 

However, I do not intend to go into the details here. I can only 

assure the representative of the United Kingdom that I am very much 

aware of all the problems which he raised and, in addition, some 

others. 
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Also, I assure th€• re:presentat:tve of India that I am. ha).Jpy to receive 

an~· advice that may be forthcoming on additional problems that have not 

yet been considered, and I am sure there are many problems that have still 

not been dea:t.t with. 

However, there is one feature of this project whieh is particularly 

noteworthy--namely, the idea that we make an effort here to have non-

governmental organizations all over the world,~~d persons acting in a non-

governmental capacity, join in the furtherance of a comr'lon purpose. It is 

generally felt that if this idea is to be realized, we must find some 

modus operandi by which we can get in touch,and work together, with people 

on a non-governmental b•::~.sis. Accordingly, we must fincl w.ys and means of 

creating machinery whic'1 is non-governmental in character. To my mind, this 

is a very important cont3ideration. It is against the philosophy of 

voluntary private contr:Lbution to give to governmental bodies. 

It has been stressud many times--and I think we all understand the 

:problems inherent in th:~s emphasis--that if this is to be a non-governmental 

world-wide effort by individuals and organizations everywhere, '\ole must make 

it clear that there are ways and means by which non-gov•srnmental groups 

can operate efficiently and express themselves effectivcsly. This is why 

I feel that an internatjo:pal voluntary non-governmental committee is 

important. 

At an earlier stage of the discussion we mentioned that the proposed 

committee might be limited to eleven or thirteen membern. Howe'Ver, weighty 

arguments were advanced to the effect that it was important to establish 

direct liaison with every country which participated ~n this project. It 

was generally agreed among those who discussed the question that the best 

w.ay to achieve such dire~t contact would be to have the chairman of each 

national committee, or his alternat6, participate in the•se meetincs. 
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At this point I should like to say to the l•Iembers of this Council 

that; although their background ma~ suit them for estimating the problems 

involved in a prihject like this, in the course of the past few months I 

have learned still more than they. I am so well versed in this subject, 

that if this project succeeds, as I am confident it will, it is of paramount 

importance that we esija.blish machinery consistent with the complexities of 
• 

the problem we face. 

We cannot have a situation in which our personnel can only take 

a:-actical action by formal decision of an international body such as th:ts. 

'he machinery of the project must not be dependent on one single body, but 

honld be able to function on a freer basis. These are some of t;he argumants 

·hich I thinlc are effective in urging an international commiteee to be 

stablished on a bread basis to co-ordinate po!icy for the entire project. 

I am sure if the Council were to take into consideration the heavy weight 

of obliga-tions on the shoulders of the Secretary-Qeneral, it would realize 

hy the Secretar~r-General is not too happy about assuming the responsi.bility 

of making policy decisions, on which the representative of Canada touched 

in part. It is not_only desirable but also necessary that the Secretary­

:leral have some body or agency besides him, a kind of international 

ommittee, for example, which can assist r~m in this important task, so 

hat authoritative, purposeful, and stimulating decisions in matters of 

olicy may be handed down. 

As recards the subject of expenses, I would only say that, compared with 

magnitude of the problem, the Council must agree that the administrative 

et-u.p which has been handling the project up till now hardly measures up to 

be difficulty of the problem. If the small staff here at headquarters is to 

be enabled to fulfil its arduous tasks,; it will require initially the weight 

of authority and the advice of an international committee of the kind I have 

mentioned. 
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vle come now to the question of tinling. Thi~ quest:!.on involves the problel;ll 

posed by having a parti<:ula.r country proceed with such speed as to be far ahead . 

of the other participat:.rlg countries. We all appreciate the fine. progress that 

Ne"T Zealand has made, e.nd we all agree that speed is of the essence. I am 

sure that ,in the diseuse ion between the Secretariat and the representatives 

of Ne't-T Zealand, a solutj.on to the difficulty raised vill be found, for there 

can be but one guiding consideration: to benefit the nE3edy children as soon 

as possible. 

On the other hand, this appeal has two purposes: first, to meet the needs 

of the children as soon as possible; secondly, and·· equttlly important, to meet 

trese needs in such a way that we demonstrate the unity of action of people 

everY't-There. It is not for the sa~e of unit;y alone that we must act 

together; it is also for the purpose of feeding the children, for by such 

Jtmified action we can achieve far more than we could otherwise achieve. 

If this project is to live up to its expectations, there are some 

indispensable principles to which it must adhere; It m\:tst be international. 

It must include everybody, both countries and people. It must be non-

governmental. It 1must f;;~.ll under a coil.llllon title. It must. be an effort 

under tho .aegis of the U:1ited Nations. It must have per·fect timing. The 

question of timing appli·Jable to all countries does not mean that every 

. country will only act on one day. Certainly not. Here again it must be 

flexible, but it should ·oe possible, within the limits of flexibility, to 

have one day fixed by thB Secretary-General on which the collection my be 

made. This day would s~1bolize everywhere the unity of effort of this project. 

I think a solutton can bu found also for the problem which is presented by 

the necessity of taking action as soon 13-s possible. 

We all agree that it is an ambitious and difficult task we are 
\ 

undertaking, but .I feel that this discussion has reflected the true spirit 

of give-and-take and of c:ompromise w'l1ich must precede the unity of effort 
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of give-and-take a.nd of compromise which must precede the unity of 

effort toward which we are all striving. 

In conclus~.on, I should like to say that the wording in the 

document under discussion ie not and cannot be final. The Secretary-

General welcomes all offers of advice and all suggestions. We in 

the Secretariat hope that we shall be able to consult with every one 

of the representatives in this Council regarding their respective 

problems. We regret that we did not have t:!.me to speak with the 

Members of the Council before this matter came up before the Council, 

which was originally our intention. The Council moves fast, indeed, 

and we appreciate that speed. However, we shall be eager to follow 

up this subject after this meeting has adjourned. 
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The PRESIDENT: After this thorough discussion of the . Repoz;-t, in 

the course of which many useful proposals have been placed before the 

Council, it seems 1:;o me that there are two possible ways to dispose 

ofthe subject. One methPd would be to refer it to the Social Com-

mittee.. However, the discussion has 'been very thorough and it does 

not seem to me that it is necessary to go through it again. I would 

therefore suggest that a small committee be appointed to prepare a 

draft resolution ir..corporating all these suggestions, so that the 

Secretariat may be able to consider them, I shoulci like to know 

\ 
which of the two pcasibl_e methods the Council woulci prefer to adopto 
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The PRESIDEifr: I sugcest that the composition of the 6omrrdttee be 

as follows: Canada, New Zealand, China, Czechoslovakia, and Chile. 

The cotmtrios _l)£O;po~ by the ~e~idWJ.t !!£re e;ppointed to the Cornm.ittoe. 

The PRESlDEifll: This Conn.>J.ittee will coneider all the suggestions and 

proposals that have beon presented to this meeting this afternoon, and will 

present a (',.raft resolution which will be discussed at the proper time. 

Mr. SE.N (India): I am most grateful .to .. ·· the Council for this agreement, 

but I should like to point out two more minor points. One is, that this 

Advisory Committeeshould have the power to co-opt Members, without vote, if 

this is agreed. There may be some people who have taken a keen interest, and 

whose contributions to our Advisor-.{ Committee would be extremely valueble, and 

I do not think it would be proper to exclude such people altogether. The 

Advisory Co:mmittee should have the power to co-opt Members, not exceed.ing 

five in nuw~er, at any particular time. My second suggestion occurred to 

me ~u.on going through the list of functions which this Committee has to per-

form. I think it should be left tt the Committee to find out what its ftmc- · 

tions ought to be, because if wo are go inc to discuss this point by point 
1 

it ,.rill take a good deal of time and probably no useful result would be obtained. 

I think it would be much better and much healthier to leave this to the Com-

mittee to decide, 

The PRESIDENT: This suggestion will be taken into consideration, and 

I hope that all the Members of the Council, if they are asked, will help this 

small Committee in .· its: clraftine of the necessary resolution. 

I do not think that we should change into a Social Committee at this hour, 

but before adjourning, K should like to give the Members an idea of aur plans 

for the next two days. 
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PLJl.N OF WORK FOR TEE ~"'EXT TH3EE DAYS .. 

The PRESIDENT: We beein tomorrow mo!'lling with a d:t.scussion of item 17 

the Report of the Second Session of the Economic and Employment Comntission. 

Then we shall Q.iscuss item 19 •w the Progress Report of the SecJ."'etary-General 

on the finar.J.cial needs of the de7astated countrios. Af'ter that, we shB-11 dis-

cuss itera. 23 -- the Report of the Secretary-General on the reconstruction of 

Ethiopia and other devastated areas, and so 0n, 

Finally,. we shall discuss the final text of t.."J.e resolution we have 

adopted concerning the ~eport of the Fiscal Commissic•n, which will be presente 

for final adoption by the Council. 

Then, if we finish this in _plenary session, we vtill turn. first of all 

into tho SociB.l "COW11~ ttee en4 clispose of the questions that we.:re 

referred to that Committee, or into the Eoon6mic'Co:mmittee, arn~···ers., 

pose of the questions that will be reported, or are reported;to the E~onomic 

-Gornmittee. W:"'len we f:tnish the Report of the Economic and Employment Commissio ... 

there may be othe:~s. That will keep us occupied tomorrow Brld ~hursdey. 

iie have to keep in oru:- minds the question. of vrhether we are techrdcally .able 

to discuss it because of the French text, but I hope that on Friday everybody 

will be ready to discuss the Report of the Economic Cornmission for Europe, or 

the Report of the Sub··Commission on Freodom of Information .Brld of the Pross. 

If possible, we shall discuss both. That will be the programme for the next 

three days. 
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Mr. J~&ROSOV {USSR)(Second interpretation; ;original in Russian): 

With reference to the statement of the President in which be suggested 

that the Report of the Economic Commission for Europe be examined this 

week by the Council, I feel there is no need to adopt such abnormal 

procedure, inasmuch as the Report of the Commission will be distributed 

or is being distributed at the present time. However, it is not 

blown when this Report will reach the respective governments$ Therefore, 

I feel it would be premature to undertake a discussion of this Re~ort 

this week. I feel that it would be a xac::.--e !10:::::'Ill.''ll procedure to have 

th:i.a Report considered next W'9ek. I should. like to hear the op:l.nion 

of other Members of the Council on this point. 

Mr. MCNEIL (United Kingdom): I wmt: t') embarrnsa .:neither .my 

Soviet Union colleague nor the President. I do not want to embarrass 
representative of the Soviet Union 

tt.e/ if he has no instructions, and I want to take this opportunity to 

say that much less do I want to embarrass the President, because his 

handling of the Presidency has been precise, expeditious and fair; 

the exped..i tion particularly attracts me. 

However, if our Soviet Union colleague finds himself in an impossible 

position I would give way to him but I would say that be is making a 

very reasonable criticism of the Secretariat. I cannot understand why 

time and again here we find such a labourious and lengthy process in 

the tssu.ing of documents. This document has been in preparation rather 

more than a week. My Soviet Union colleague does not have it and. neither 

have I; it is somebody's business to push on.*ith this. 

However, when I have said that -- and I cannot say it irresponsibly 

I also suggest to my Soviet Union colleague that be is not quite in as 

bad a position as he suggests be is, because after all, the proceedings 

at Geneva were in public -- sometimes in much too much public -- and my 
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Soviet Union.colleague was represented by one·ofhia distinguished colleagues 

who-took a leading ~art in all the discussions. The conclusions of the 

Commission in Geneva eJ."'e qvi te straightforv:ard and fall into three categories. 

I cannot believe that,with his ingenuity and hie customary ease her~ 

he is going to be in any difficuity in discussing the Co:mmission'e 

Repol't now or after he receives it. 

I repeat that I do not wax1t to embru. ... ::r•aaa him, but I think that since 

we have started so well, all of us ought,to meke a. great effort to adhere 

to this very good time table which the President has laid down. I hope 

that my Soviet Union colleague perhaps will consider the matter over~night 

and tell us whether he will be able to follow the time•ta.ble that the 

President has asked us to adhere to, I should like that very mucl1; my 

Government would. also, and I expect most of us would, but I :repeat that 

I will not be party to anything that embarrasses him or puts him in 

what he considers to be an unfair position. 

For the first time, this Council is claiming the glory of being a 

quick•moving and a decisive body. Do not let us part easily wi tb the 

reputation that we have gained eo precariously. 

Mr. THORP (United States): Is it at all poss~ble for the Secretariat 

to complete the French translations of the items that were on the agenda 

today, items ll and 12 on our original agenda! in time for us ~o discuss 

them on Friday? I think that those of us who had the English copies 

perhaps feel that there may be a. process in which our knowledge as of 

the present time will diminish if we put it off too long an~ therefore, 

it might be desirable if we could have those two items for discussion on 

Friday. It is entirely a matter of when the French translations can be 

completed, 
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The PRESIDENT: I am informed that both of these documents are 

rather long, and if other documents are to be translated and made ready 

for us, it is possible that only one of these documents will be completed. 

Since there are o'bjections to one of the items, perhaps we shall 

try to find from among the items listed on our agenda those which we can 

dispose of without any difficulty. I shall inform the Council tomorrow 

in that regard. I see no objection to having the Report of the Sub­

Commission on Freedom of Information and of the Press discussed on 

Friday. 

Mr. McNEIL (United Kingdom): I do not object to that at all. I 

hope, hov1ever, that perhaps my Soviet Uzlion colleague will try to meet 

me in the way that I have offered to meet him, by agreeing tllet if we 

offer to take the other items, perhaps we may discuss the Report of 

the Economic Comr1ission for Europe on ·saturday. I hope very much that 

he will do that. 

But may I draw the President's attention to another point, and I 

want to make it c2..ear that I am not in any sense criticizing him. It 

is quite inexcusubJ.e that we have not the French translation of tbe 

docun:cnt ·listed in item 11 of the agenda, the transfer to the United 

Nations of functions previously exercised by the League of Nations. I 

em told th&t document is dated 11 or 12 June. I am told further that 

_that document in English has been in the possession of the delegations for 

at least ten days and possibly for fourteen days. I want to say very 

strongly that there is no excuse for the delay. Any commercial organization 

on this earth could have the whole of the authorized version of the Biblo 

trrmelated and circulated in fourteen days. Excuses are repeatedly pre-

sented. I do not want to be bad tempered about this, but it is inexcusable 

and I hope there is some one listening to me, who however much be 'may 
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object to my language, will find time to diacovel' why there are 

these repeated, intel~inable and unjustifiable delays. 
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The PRESIDENT: I hope that, after all the interventions aoncerning 

the texts, the Secretariat will treat the Council better than it has until 

now. 

Mr. SEN (India): I wish to associate Iey"Belf with the remarks trade by 

the United Kingdom representative, and also bring out the same point on 

instructions from ntV Oovsrmnent •.. 

The distribution of dooun:ents has been extremely unsatisfactory. It 

seems to us that the Governnent of Ind1i does not get anything until the 

very last day before the opening of the session. The result is that we do 

not get instructions in time 1 and this haphazard selection of subjects at 

the last minute throws all our papers int~ confusion. All our ~lternates 

and advisers have to be in attendance doing nothing juet on the off.cbinoe 

that some of the sul')jecte will be taken up. This is extremely 1msatisfac-· 

tory. 

What is more, if this Council cannot act unless both French and 

English translations are out it is better that the Secretariat should net 

distribute English 'documents 1 ·. · because some people will be very eager 

to work and others will have to sit down and do nothing. It is better 

to hold the English distribution until the French translation is ready. 

The PRESIDENT: May I suggest that the Collllllittee on Rules of Pro-

cedure meet tomorrow afternoon at 2:45 p.m. The place of the meeting shall 

be announced tomorrow morning. 

After this discussion, I can assume that there is agreement that 

tomorrow morning there will be a diecueaion of items ~7 1 19, 23 and the 

final text of the resolution JJB!rtr:dning to the li'1aci.U Coir..m1ssicn. lf 

there is some new. de'Velo}ment or a .Possibil!ty of d.iscuesine other matters' 

we shall inform the Members of the Council. 

The meeting rose at 5:45 p.m. 




