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TREATMENT OF FEOPLE OF INDIAN ORIGIN IN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRTCA:
REPORT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Letter dated 20 July 1960 from the Permenent Representative of India
to the United Naticne, addressed to the Secretary-General

Wew York, 20 July 1960

1. Tn seecordance with the instructions of the Government of India and
pursuant to rule 13 (e) of the rules of procedure of the General Assenbly, I
have the honour to propose the following item for inclusion in the agenda of
the Fifteenth regular session of the General Assembly:
\" - .

“Pregtment of people of Indian origin in the U@ion of South Africa:

report by the Government of India.”
2, An explanatory memorandum in fterms of rule 20 of the rules of procedure

is attached.

(signed) C. S. JHA
Anbassador Extraordinary snd Plenipotentiary
Permanent Represenvative of India to the
United Natioops
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EXPIANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The General Assembly at its fourteenth session considered for the thirteenth
time the item entltled "Treatment of People of Indian Origin in the Union of South
Africa: reports of the (overnments of India and Pakistan" and on 10 December 1959,
1t adopted by 66 votes in Favour, resolution 1460 (XIV), the operative paragraphs
of which are as follows:
"l. Notes that the Governments of India and Pakisten have reiterated their
readiness to enter into negotiations with the Government of the Union
of South Africe in accordance with the expressed desires of the United
Nations, and with the express declaration that such negotiations would
not in any way prejudice their own position or the position taken by

the Government of the Union of South Africa regarding their respective
Juridical stends in the dispute;

"2. Regrets deeply that the Government of the Union of South Africa hes not
replied to the commnications from the Governments of India and Pakistan
on this subject;

"3. Drewe the attention of the Government of the Union of South Africa to the
repeated appeals of the General Assembly in this matter;

"4, Appeels to the Government of the Union of South.Africa to enter into
negotiations with the Governments of Indias and Pakistan;

"5. Invites Member Stetes to use their good offices in such manner as may be
appropriate to bring about the negotiations envisaged by the General
Assembly in thies matier;

"6. Invites the parties concerned to report to the Generasl Assembly, jointly
or separately, regarding any progress which mey be made.”

2. The General Assembly has been urging negotiations between the Governments of
India, Pakistan and South Africa ever since its ninth session and the large
rejority Eﬁ'which the above resolution was adopted last year expresses the earnest
wish of the United Nations that these negotiations should be initiated without
delay. Throughout the six years since resolution 816 (IX) was adopted the
Government of India has repeatedly expressed its readiness to enter into the
negotiations called fof by the Assembly. Followlng the adoption of
resolution 1460 (XIV), it once again sent appropriste communications through its
High Commissioner in London and 1ts Permanent Representative to the United Nations
in New York, to the Government of the Unicn of South Affica, through the
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High Commissioner for the Unlon of South Africa in London and the Permanent
Representative of the Union of South Africa in New York. In thelr communications
(see apmex), the High Commissioner and the Permanent Representative of India
conveyed to the Govermment of the Union of South Africa the sincere desire of the
Government of Indis to enter into and pursue negotiations with the Government
of the Union of South Africa in accordasnce with the Assemblj's resolution, and
also explained that such negotiations would be without pfejudice to the position
adopted by any of the parties concerned in respect of the lssue of'"dﬂmestic
jurisdiction" under Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter of the United Fations.
While suggesting that such negotlations might conveniently be held between the
representatives of the Governments of the parties concerned in New York, the
Goverrment of Indie expressed its willingness to consider any slternative venue
that the Government of the Union of South Afries might desire to suggest. The
Goverrment of India also sought the views of the Govermment of the Unilon of
South Africa in regard to a suitable time for the commencement of such |
negotiations and expressed the hope that the Govermment of the Union of South
Africa would welcome the initiative thug teken. ,

Although the High Cormissioner of the Union of South Africa in London has
formally acknowledged receipt of the communication from the High Commissioner
of India, the Govermnment of the Union of South Africa has not so far taken any
steps to implement the wishes of the Genersl Assembly. Nor ils the Govermment of
India aware of any steps taken by any Member States in accordance with
paragraph 5 of the resolution quoted above.
t, In compliance with paragreph 6 of resolution 1460 (XIV) the Government of
Indla proposes to report to the General Assembly at its fifteenth =zession and

in order to enable it to do so, has asked for the inscription of this item on
the agenda.

Junn
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ANNEX

Copy of letter dated bt April 1960 from the Indian High Commissioner
in the United Kingdom to the High Commissioner for the Government
of the Union of South Africa in London, and from the Permenent
Representative of India to the United Nations to the Permanent
Representatlive of the Union of South Afrieca

T have the honour to invite reference to paragraph 4 of resolution
No. 1460 (XIV) on the subject of "Treatment of people of Indian origin in the Union
of South Africa" adopted‘ﬁy the United Nations Genersl Assembly at lts 852nd Plenary
Meeting on 10 December 1959, and request that the following may kindly be
communicated to the Government of the Union of Sduth(Africa.
2. The Goverrment of India desire to inform the CGovernment of the Union of -
South Africa that they wish to act in accordﬁnce,with paragraph 4 of the
aforesald Resolutlion. They are, therefore, prepared to enter into and pursue
negotiations with the Government of the Union of South Africa in accordance with
the aforesald Resolution. The CGoverrment of India further desire to state that
such negotiationd will be without prejudice to the positlon adopted by‘any of the
parties concerned in respect of the issue of "Domestic Jurisdiction" umder
Arpticle 2 (7) of the Charter of the United Nations.
3.. The Government of India suggest that such negotlations may conveniently
be held between the representatives of the Governments of the partles concerned
at New York. They would, however, be willing to consider any alternative venue
that the Government of the Union of South Afriecs may desire to propose. They
also seek the views of the Govermment of the Union of South Africa in regard
to a sultable time for such negotiations to begin.
k.  The Government of Indla earnestly trust that the Government of the Union
of South Africa wlll welcome the initiative now taken and accede to the request
mede 1n pursuance of the decision of the General Agsembly of the United Nations,

Flease accept, Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration.
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