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Sixth report of the Advisory Cormitice on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions to the General Assembly =i ius fifteenth csssion

1. The Advisory Commitbee on Admiuigtrative and Budgetary Questions hes examined
- the financisl report and accounts of the voluntary funds administersd by the
Dnited Nations High Commissicner for Fefugees, for the year ended 3l December 1959
and the related report of the Board of Audifora.}f i
2., The consolidsted summary operating statement covering all voluntary, restricted
and trust funds (Exhiblt A of the financial report and acccunte) shows the followlng
plcture for 1959:

$ $
Surplus &t 31 December 1958 plue adjustments ... 1,815,796
Contributions and other iNCOME seeeevvaenssnceses  12281,071 9,096,867

Lesa: '

Obligations liquidaied by disbursement .sesesees 5,20k, 35k

Unliquideted obligptions eesesssvesssssansracaes 2,344,733

RESEIVES weseuvesresasocsnansastassntssassansers F1,129,999 6,679,141
2,417,726

3. In its report the Board of Auditors has agaln stressed the need to lmprove
the pace of fimencial reporting in resject of the projects for vhich funds are
provided by the High'CommiSBioner. At 31 December 1959, excluding projects
financed from restricted funds, 388 projects amounting to some $12.6 miliion, out
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ef a total of 834 projects amounting to some $27.3 million, had been reported on
for purposes of audit. Of the remsining 4b6 projects ($14.5 million), final
financial reporcing was stated to be overdue om 278 projects totalling some

$10 million. While this is indicative of some Lmprovement in the situaticn,
continuing efforts should be made to obtain earlier financial reparting on prejects.
k.  The Board of Auditars has also referred to the impact of the steadily
increasing activities of the Office of the High Commissioner on the accounts, and
has suggeéted that efforts should be mede to simplify the accounts as much as
Possible. The Advisory Committee recognizes thet the High Commissioner
administers 8 varlety of funds on which e hes to report to a number of different
sourcess The Committee would hops, nevertheless, that in the interests of the
smooth operation of a relativélj complex programme, careful attention will be
given %o the possibllities for & simplification of accounts aud Financial
Proceduress The recent strengthening of the administretive and finencial services
of the Office of the High Commissioner would facilitate this process in which
assistence might also be provided, as appropriate, by the Office of the Comtroller,
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