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T~e meeting was callp.d to order '" t 10.30 It .m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (~inued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

~lr. MAR'i'YNOV (RyelorusRian Soviet Social ist Republic) (interpretation

from Russian), The impact of scientific and technological achievements on

international security is ~ prohlem that requires the international community's

unflagginq attention.

The poss:hilities inherent in today'A scientific and technological progress

arouse great hope that that proqress will help mankind solve many of its problems,

hut they ;llRO arouse fea r that naw discover iea and ach ievements could ir\creas ing1 y

threaten mankind'!'! security and survival. In this respect, the moAt urgent issue

ls the mIlitary application of the scientific and technological revolution. The

prohlem of aualitative chanqe!'l in armaments, which hrinq them to an ent.1rely new

~evp.l, and of their implications for univer!'lal security take", on It new dimension.

The inner dynamic of the rrodern arms race has changed suhstantially over the

lant few years. In terms !'limply of numbers, competition is receding into history,

owing, to a large extent, to the arms-control and disarmament efforts of the

international community.

AA p.xpp.riencp. Ahows, in the final linalysi!'l, C1ualitative improvements in

weaponry fail to yield the most Aouqht-after result - enhanced !'Iecurity. ThiA is

corrohorated hy authoritative, scholarly fi~dinqA. For example, thp. Stockholm

Intern,'ltional Peace Research Institute, in itA analysis of expenditure on military

research and devp.lopment - th~t ~nalYBia may he found in the Institute's Year hook

for 1987 - concludes that it iA hiqhly unlikely that these efforts strengthen

aecuri ty.
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(Mr. Martynov, Byeloru.sian SSR)

Moreover, devolopments in the field of military technology increasingly erode

strategic stahility. The 38th Pugwash Conference in 1988 noted that

"Much military research and development is counterproductive because it tends

to increase the de"tructiveness of weaponry, ~rovoke countermeasur.s, and

undermine arma-control agreement"" as well a" divert ma ter ial and human

reAources from meeting real human needs."

A large number ~f other negative consequences could he included in the list.

The transfer of major decision-making and command-and-control functions to

artificial-intelliqence'AYAtems entails the risk of crisis situations getting out

of hand.

Emerging new warfare techniques, hased on the development of the capahility to

make numerous accurate strikes deep inside the "enemy" lines, tend to blur the

distinction between offence and defence, thus undercutting the basis of today's

broadlyac.cepted idea of military doctrines and armed-force structures that are

strictly defence-oriented. The intensive improvement of weapons creates an

atmosphere of insecurity and a perception of threat, which, in turn, may help to

sustain, or even increasa, tensions and, thus, have an adverse effect on

disarmament offorts and on current or future negotiations.

In this connection, there is an increasingly urgent need to limit the military

application of new dlscovedes and of advances in the fields of science and

technology. We reiterate our. support for t"e weil-known proposals on the

preven tion of the use of se ien t1fic and technological achievements for the purpose

of developing new types and generations of weapons of mas~ destructlon, hoth

nuclear and non-nuclear, as well as of new types and systems of conventional

armaments, partiCUlarly those with enhanced destructive capahility.
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(Mr. Martynov, Byelorus.i.n SSR)

Urgent .tepe must be t.ken to prevent thlt u.e of teohnology suoh •• genetic

.nd electromagnetic .y.temB in weaponry. Of course, agreement. banning the

developmtnt of we.pons of the.e type. will reau ire appropr iate and far-reaching

verific.tion me.aure.. The time ha. come for u. to refl.ct on mea.urea th.t would

prevent the proli fer a tion of missile. and mtu Ue technology.

It i. nec••••ry al.o to examine the que.tion of prohihtting the use ot

battlefield laser weapon. whose function i. to hlind troop.. SUCh a han might be

~~rked out either a. an independent agreement or as a protocol to a convention on

inhum.ne we.pon••

Naturally, there are areas in which the military .pplication ot Bcience and

technology ls capahle of yielding pORitive reRults, improved .urveillance .nd

monitoring, verification, the safe destruction of arm. that are being elimin.t.d,

and 80 on. Thi., how.ver, Bhould not be regarded a. obvla tinq the ntted to place

under control the u.e ot scientitic and technological progress for the purpo.e of

upgrading weapon••

In our opinion, what is of key importance httre i8 a preventive approa~h that

will enable us to co.,. to an agreeJMnt on ways of resolving the prohlem befor. it

can get out of hand. Greater openness too has a positive role to play towards

limiting thft adverse impact of the mUitary applications of Bcientific and

technical achievements on international security.

For many years now the ByeloruAAian SSR has heen working towards having tt',e

efforts of States pooled a8 regards a particular aspect of this area. I refer to

prevention of the emergence of new types and systems of weapons of maSR

destruction. In this connection, resolutions 8ponsored by us have heen ~dopted hy

the General Aa.embly.
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(Mr. Mar tynov, Byeloruml ian SSR)

Thanks to the spirit of co-operation and nutual <.:ompromhe displayed hy many

Statel at the forty-third ~ession of the General Assembly last year, resolution

43/72 - on the prol1ihition of the devfllopment and manufacture ot new types of

weapons ot mals destruction and new Iyltems ot such weapons - met with

near~cnsensus support. We regard this as B new apprOlch by States to complex

disarmamen~ problems. We wilh to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to

all delegations involved in this process. It 18 our intention to continue to work

towards consensus on this important prohlem.

On the whole, atter the third Ipecial 8es8ion ot the General Aasembly on

dilarmament, States started to pay much closer attention to the impact that the

military application ot IcientUic and technical achievements may have on

international securi ty. That is particular ly grati fy ing to the Byelorulsian SSR as

the spon.or of General Assemhl y resolu tion 37/77 B - on renunc 111 tion ot the use of

new discoveries and scientific and technological achieveme~lt. tor l't,il1tary

purpoRes - adopted in 1982.

We believe that there iA now an urgent need tor a sYI~emstic international

evaluation of the impact of scientific and technological achievements on

international security, AO th~t timely recommendations may he worked out to prevent

the use of new technology in the production of weapons and to qive the Uni ted

Nations adequate functions in this context.
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(Mr. Martynov, ayelorussian SSR)

That problem was the eubject of r.neral Assembly resolution 43/77 A, sponsored

by India. The Byelorussian SSR was a co-sponsor of that resolution and responded

to the secretary-General's note on the issue (A/44/487/Add.l).

In our opinion, the divergence of views on the impact of science and

technology on international security emphasizes rather than obviates the need for

In expert and systematic consideration of the issue at the international l~vel, as

called for in resolution 43/77 A.

We also helieve that systematic international evaluation will become

increasingly topical as we advance along the path of disarmament, since the

emergence of new or upgraded means of warfare is likely to play an increasingly

destlbilizing role against the background of dwindling military arsenals.

At the same time, we are convinced that measures precluding the use of new

technologies for the develophnt of arms would promote peaceful scientific .,d

technological Drogres8 and clear the way for openness and peacefUl international

co-opera t ion in advanced areu of science and technology for t.he l"evelopll8nt and

economic and SOCial progres8 of all nations.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish), I would like to express my

pleaBure, as Chairman of the First Committee and alBO in my personal capacity, at

seeing amonq us Mrs. Leticia Ramos-Shahani, the repreBentative of the Philippines

in the First Committee, who will he the next Bpeaker.

Mrs. Rlmos-Shahani i8 the Chairman of the Foreign r~lation8 Committee of the

Philippines Senate, .-ad between 1981 and 1986 was United Nations ASAiRtant

Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian Aft.airs. She was also

Secretary-General of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieveme~ts

of the United Nations Decade for Women, held at Nairobi in 1985. I now call on

Mr •• ~mo.-Shahani.
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M~' •• RAMOS-SHAHANI (Philippines) I Allow me first of all, Sir, to

congratulate you on your unanimous election as Chairman of the First Committee.

These past weeks have indeed confirmed to all of us your abilities as a skilled

diplomat Md an author! ty on disarmament. I should also like to express my

~rsonal pleasure at heing associated with you again after the years we were

together in Vienna and in your capaci ty as the Permanent Representa t1ve of your

country. I should also like, on this occasion, to extend the best wishes of the

Ph ilippines to Venezu ela, wi th whom it shares ties of hispanidad.

1989 is a year of commemorations - especially the bicentennial of the French

Revolution, the seventy-fifth year since the inception of the First World War, and

the fiftieth year since the outbreak of the Second World War. 1789, 1914 and 1939

were years that remain in mankind's collective memory as anni mirabili - years of

monumental events. Though each different in nature, all three events were

cataclysmic ,.and led to new world orders.

Yet our times will also perhaps go down in history as an important watershed.

Who would indeed have thought that such crises as the Iran-Iraq war, Afghanistan

and Namibia, would be seeing the heginnings of a resolution in our times after

decades of turrroill' Today, we are seeing other confli cts winding down to possible

solutions, as in Central America and Kampuchea. In Eastern Europe, we are

witnessing the gradual re-ostablishment of pluralism, in accordance with the will

of the peop16s, in what was previously a monolithic bloc.

Yet other events temper our optimism concerning the world si tua Hon. In

Lebanon, the tremendous SUffering of the people continues unabated. In Palestine,

people have been denied free expression and self-determination, a denial of which

the intlfadah is but a manifestation. The hostage crisis is merely a symptom of

the impasse reached in the Middle East that has led to that dUemma.
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(Mrs. Famos-Shahani, Philippines)

On a broader scene, we see the degradation of the envitatment, the threat of

AIDS, and overpopulation. Some developing countries, including the Philippines,

are stUl reeling under the impact of the debt crisis, which to us is a form of

modern slavery.

When we turn to disarmament, we witness the dOUble-edged trend present in the

world today. On the one hand, we see the positive effects of an improved

relationship between the two super-Powers. With the advent of such ideas as

perestroika and glasnost, as well as unilateral disarmament initiatives, it has

become possible to explore areas of co-operation and agreement. Thus we have seen

the Treaty on Ue Elimina tion (,f In termedia te-Range and Shorter-Range Miss iles -

INF Treaty - and the possibility of a 50 per cent cut in strategic offensive

weapons.

On the other hand, we see continuing research in the Strategic Defense

Initiative, the threat of non-observance of the Treaty on the Limitation of

Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems, and the pursuit of the naval arms race. Continued

tes ting, as well as the development and refinement of all kinds of weapons,

continue to take place. Chemical weapons are still employed and biological weapons

still developed, while conventional weapons increase, become rIOre sophisticated,

and prol ife rate.

We are at a stage when w@ are setting the framework for the next century. In

1990, my delegation looks forward to the ~urth Review Conference of the Parties to

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, as well as to the proposal

for a conference to amend the partial test-ban Treaty. The latter IIOve would make

a comprehp.nsive tast han possihle and would finally enahle us to come closer to the

goal of abolishing all nuclear weapons hy the year 2000.
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(Mrs. Ramos-Shahani, Philippines)

In the light of this, the Philippines delegation welcomes in principle the

serious consideration and further study of the proposal to abolish all military

bases outside territories of States by the year 2000 at the latest, a proposal made

by General Secretary Mikhail Gorhachev on the understanding that all concerned will

respect the pr inciples of non-in terven tian and the sovereignty of Sta tes. It would

thus be appropriate to make the 1990s the Third Disarmament Decade, as was proposed

last year and discussed in the Disarmament CommissiOlI.

Significantly, 1998 will mark the hundredth y~ir of Filipino emancipation

from, and culmination of our struggle against, a former colonial power on our

shores. The Philippine Government is thus seeking at present to review

arrangements for its defence and security in the twenty-first century.

Let it be said that the Philippines, situated as it,is so strategically in the

western Pacific and the SOuth China Sea, sincerely wishes to contribute to the

present positive environment brought about by the rapprochement hetween the two

super-Powers and the progressive resolution of certain cruClal regional conflicts.

Our region is now in search of new arrangements with which to approaCh the

twenty-first century. With our neighhour Australia in the South, we are actively

exploring the idea of a chemical-weApons-free ~one in our region. We also advocate

hetter control of the flow of conventional weapons, bearing in mind that meet wars

are carried on with those typea of weapons.
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(Mrs. Ramos-Shahani, Philippines)

The Philippines is at present carrying out the goal stated in its

Constitution:

" consistent with the national interest, the Philippines determines to be

free of nuclear weapons in its territory".

Tbgether with our Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) neighbours,

we continue to study the idea of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South-East Asia and

the idea of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality. At the tenth meeting of the

Asian Inter-Parliamentarians Union (AI pO) in Manila, in August 1989, a resolution

of its General Assenbly noted:

"that the eventual and orderly dismantling of all foreign military

facilities/bases and the removal of nuclear weapons will greatly facilitate

the early realization of the establishment of a zone of peace v freedom and

neutrality and the SOuth-East Asia nuc1ear-weapon-free territory zone. The

Asian Inter-Parliamentarians Union nevertheless acknowledged that a

declaration of neutrality alone cannot assure peace without the co-operation

of the super-Power!>".

In this connection, I should like to add that the Philippine Government will

very soon start talks with the United States Government as regards the military

bases Agreement, the status of which is defined in our Constitution as follows:

"After the expiration in 1991 of the Agreement between the Repuhlic of

the Philippines and the United States of America concerning military bases,

foreign military bases, troops or facilities shall not be allowed in the

Philippines except under a treaty duly concurred in by the Senate and, when

the Congress so requires, ratified by a majority of the votes cast by the

people in a national referendum held for that purpose, and recognized as a

treaty by the other contracting Party."
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(Mrs. Ramos-Shahani, Philippines)

Our February 1986 revolution, which brought back democracy to our land, came

barely in time to prevent the opening of a nuclear plant, which international

experts have deemed unsafe, indeed dangerous, to operate.

Shortly after, the tragic effect of nuclear spillover throughout the world

merely served to strengthen the anti-nuclear sentiment and the opposition in the

Philippines towards the existence of nuclear weapons in the country.

Conscious of the dangers of nuclear warfare and of the need to maintain the

territor.ial integrity of the country, the Senate of the Philippines has passed a

bill which would

"ban the development, manufacture, acquisition, testing, use or storage of

nuclear weapons, in any part of the Philippine territory and would also ban

calls at Philippine ports or passage through Philippine waters by

nuclear-powered ships or vessels capable of carrying nuclear weapons".

In a steadily growing public awareness, the Filipino people continue to

manifest their will and articulate their attitude towards nuclear weapons. Various

municipalities, cities and even, symbolically, schools have declared thnt purpose

and have declared themselves nuclear-free zones. In the Philippines, during the

traditional United Nations Disarmament Week in October each year, films on

disarmament are televised, disarmament posters shown in schools and public

buildings, and disarmament issues dramatized in schools and o~ganizations with such

activities as burying and burning toy weapons and toys which encourage war-like

mentalities.

Indeed, a Legislative-Executive Bases Council has been formed by the

Philippine Government of which I, as head of the Senate Foreign Relations

Committee, am a member, to study the alternative uses of foreign military bases in

the Philippines. There is thus a widespread pUblic as well as government interest
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(Mrs. Rlmes-Shahani, Philippine.)

in the problem of convereion of the.e military facilities into economic enterpri.e.

which would bring economic well-being, particularly employment, to our people, and

make the Philippine. more competitive among its neighbour. in the Asia-Pacific

region. In addition, alternative measures for regional and national .ecurity are

be i ng studied.

The Philippine. looks with favour on developments in the Pacific, such as the

strengthening of the regime of the Treaty of Rarotonga. It laud. the efforts of

the countries in this region to live up to the letter and spirit of this accord.

The Philippines also w1Bhee to encouraqe re.pect for the integrity of the

Constitution of the Republic of Palau. Like it. Philippine counterpart, the Palau

Constitution contains provi.ions which would make the country nuclear-free.

Turning west to the vital region of the Indian Ocean, we applaud the deciBlon

undertaken by Pakistan, as stated by Prime Minister Benezir Bhutto, not to develop

nuclear weapons. We would hope that other countries in the region would also see

Ht to make similar declarations, thus bringing to reality the possihility of a

zone of peace in the Indian Ocean.

Thus far, the United Nations General Assembly has not heen ahle to proceed

with plans for the international Conference on the Indian Ocean in 1990. We would

hope that the ohstacles to this plan could be removed and that the Conference could

be called at the earliest posAible date.

We have seen that positive developments in the field of di.sarmament, and

specifically nuclear disarmament, have come about as a result of the improved

relations between the two supa r-Powers. After the Trea ty on the El imination of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, the next positive developlMnt could

he the realization of the announced intention by the United States and the USSR to

cut strategic nuclear weapons by SO per cent. The Philippine delegation hope. that
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(Mrs. Famoa-Shahani, Philippinea)

the Aaia and Pacific region will benefit from auch an acroa.-the-board cut,

e.pecially in th~ area of naval armaments.

We may well recall that the propoaal to achieve disarmament by halting all

nuolear-weapon te.ta in all environments for all time was alao viewed as heretical

at one time. Yet today it has achieved widespread currency. For this reason, some

41 countries, including the Philippines, have proposed that in 1990, before the

Fourth Review Conference of the non-proliferation Treaty, a conference to amend the

partial test-ban Treaty be held which would also ban nuclear weapons under ~round

aa well as in the atmosphere, in outer &pace and under water.

Certainly, nodern methods of veri fica tion have advanced to a degree where it

will he posaible to monitor all kinds of nuclear teats fully. The new era of

openness, u m.,Uested by the so-called open sides policy and frank admission of

violations of the anti-ballistic missile Treaty by one of its parties, the spirlt

of co-operation of many nations in nuclear disarmament, and the novel intrusive

methods of verification will all make it possible for us eventually to achieve a

comprehensive test-ban treaty.

In this connection, my delegation recalls the proposal made by the Group of

Six - supported by such countries as Japan and Austral ia - for an international

system of monitoring and verification, drawing up the best available scientific and

technological skills in the world. We would urge consideration of this idea hy

pertinent United Nations bodies as well aA by the General Assembly.
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(Mrs. Ramos-Shahani, Pnilippines)

While ~1 delegation ha. spoken at length on nuclear weapon., we muat not

forq.t that it is conventional and chemical weapon. which have caused the most

Buffering in all the wars since the second World War.

In January of this year the International Conference on Ct.emical Weapons, held

in Paris, reaffirmtd the need to put an effective ban on chemical weapons. It

urged the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva to conclUde its work on a treaty

Which would ban the u.e of chemical weapons. In ~ptember, the Government end

Industry COnference Against Chemical Weapons, held in Canberra, Australia, in which

nearly 70 countries inoluding the Philippine. participated, was able to mobilize

support from the private industrial sector. Similarly, the Conference supported

the view that work on the major substantive issues in the Conference on Di.armament

should he completed by 1990. We certainly hope that the last decade of this

century will witness the banishment of this terrible weapon from our arsenals.

Regrettably, even though there haR been a biological-weapons Convention sin08

1972, countries continue to pursue hiologioal-weapons proqrammes, on the grounds

that these are merely defensive. Until hioloqioal weapons finally oome under

civilian and international control, the world cannot be considered oafe from this

modern scourge.

Similarly, control of the Apread of conventional weapons needs our attention.

Such phenomena as the drug wars, the fuelling of internal rehellions, surroqate

wars and low-intensity conflicts cannot be separated from the proliferation of

conventional weapons.

Though the task may be gargantuan, a system must be found to control the flow

of conventional weapons. At the very least, it must be possihle to show and

pUblicize which countries profit moAt from the production and export of

conventional weapons and thus be answerable to the intetnational oommunity for

their aotions.
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



JSM/Ck A/C.l/44/PV.18
17

(Mr •• Rama.-Shahani, Philippin.~)

Ultimately, we I •• that a local conflict, exacerbat.d by international

intere.ta, cannot be solved ny one oountry alone but through the ~~p.rltion of

all countries involved. We have seen that conflicta were abated in .uch plac••••

Iran-IraQ and Namibia when it wal decided to stop the flow of arm. to tho••

pllc,.. In Central Am-rica, the halting of the lupply of arm. to the contra. and

the holding of free elections promises a way out of the pre.ent conflict.

Today, disarmament must be approached from a di fluent perspective.

Dilarmament cannot be leparated trom the othvr concern. which occupy u. at thi.

time. The international debt cri8is, for instance, cannot be conlidered without

also taking into account th@ enormous lums which have been devoted to the arma

race.

The humsn rights ialue cannot he oonsidered without a110 thinking that freedom

from nuclear weaponl and from threats of annihilation by chemical, biological ~d

conventional weapon. - indeed the right to life it.elf - il a fundamental human

right.

Concern for the environment cannot b@ aeparate~ from the fact that nUClear

weaponl con.titute the greatest threat to it and that even now problems regarding

~ocating nuclear weapons and disposing of their re.idues are also a major

environmental concern.

Disarmament ther9fore can only be considered within the total context of

security for the whole planet and for all genera Hons to cone. Hence we aee that

diRIrmament is but a thread in the web of issues that preoccupy nation-State. in

this Ige.

Let me conclude with two QuotationFl' firat, "Tholle who cannot think of a

future are doomed to not having one", .econd, "We must think of the Earth not al

something we have inherited from our forefathers but as lomethlng we have borrowed

from our grandchildren."
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Mr. mu Zhitong (ChiiU) (int.rpr.tation from Chin••• ) I Th. Qu••tion of

hann inq ch.mical weapon. ha. arc'J.'C" gr.at int.re. t at the curren t .... ion of the

General A••embly. Th. Chin••• del~qation .11'0 wiahe, to pr•••nt it. view. on the

qu•• tion.

It i. an important obj.ctiv. of China'. foreign policy of peace and a

con.lItent .tand of the Chin.... Gov.rnment to .trive for the compler.. prohibition

and thorough d... truction of chemic"l weapona at "n ear ly date throughout the wor ld

110 that mank ind can he fr.ed, once and for all, from the harm and threat of thil

barbaroul w.apon of ma ••-de.truction.

China ill a non-chemical-w.apon State. It do•• not po••••• or produc. chemical

weapona, nor do•• it export chemicaLa to h. u.ed for manufacturing chemical

w.apon.. The Chin••• people th.ma.lve. were victim. of lIuch weapon. in the pe.t.

Ev~n now, chemical weapon. l.ft by foreign troops in time. of war are Atill found

from ttme to time on Chine.e 1I0il. Therefor., the Chine.e people inten.e1y dete.t

chemical weapone and hope the Rame dhallter will not befall the people 0 f oth.r

countries. They are det.rmined to make their own contributton. in hringing about a

world ~ree of chemical weapon. at an early date.

China has always attached great importance to, and taken an active part in,

relevant multilateral international deliherations and the neqotiations for a

chemical weapons convention at the Conference on Di9armament, tn Geneva. We are

firmly oppoflled to both the use and the proli fera tion of chemical Wf!apOnA, and have

perRiAted in atrivinq for the early conclusion of a convention on a glohal han of

chemical weapons, hecause this will he the moAt effective way completely ~o

prohihi~ and thoroughly eradicate such weaponA. Like the Chineae Government, the

Chine.e people from all walks of 11fe, il1cludinq the chemical indUlltry, give

unre.erved support to the early realization of the onjective of eliminating

chemical weapons.
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Witn the po.itive d.velopment. and chang•• in the international .ituation,

this year will go down a. a year of highly animated international activity and

au.piciou. IIDmentum on the Que.tion of hanning chelllical weapon••

The 1925 Geneva Protocol hanning the u.e of chemical weapon. i. an

international legal document of major current .ignificance. But it. authority na.

been challenged hy the freQuent u.e of luch weapon.. Furthermore, the recent

IIDdernlzaUon, .tockpUing II'Id u.e of chemical weapon. ha. arou.ed the grave

concern ot the international community. It W41 under the•• circumatance. that a

high-level interna tional conterenc. on the banning of the u.e of chemical weapon.

wa. held l •• t January in Pari., at France'. initiative. The Chine.e delegation,

led by the Foreign Minieter, actively participated in the conference'. work. The

conference adopted a Final Declaration on reaffirming the effectiven." of the

Geneva Protocol, pL~moting negotiation. for a chemical weapon' convention ~d

banning the u.e of .uch weapon., which waD enthu.ia.tically received by the

international community. Thll undoubtedly con.Utute. a powerful political pu.h

for the multilateral international effort. toward. ~ chemica: weapon. ban.

The early concluRion of a chemical weapon. convention and it. implementation

reQuire clo.e co-operation and co-ordination from the chemical indu.tri•• of all

countrie.. Not long ago, at the inl tia ttve ot AUfI tral ta, the Gov.rnment-Ind~try

Conference aqainat Chemical W~apona ~31 held in Canh.rra. At the Conference were

the repreBenta Uve. of the Ch in••e Govern ment .-.d chemical indua try. GovernJnlJtnt

repr ••entaUve. and repre..ntaUve. from chemical indll.trie. met and conlulted with

each other on way. to ban chemical weapon.. Thi. wu indeed very helpful for

realizing the ohjeetive of prohibiting chemical weapon••
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we wi.h to e)(p~e." our appreciation to France and Au.tralia tor their

initiative. and contrihutions.

The United Nationll aeneral Aa.entlly, ita Fir"t Committee and the D!aarmament

Commh.ion have Ilway. regarded the Question of hanning chemical weapons all one at

their priority items for deliheration. Many countries have advanced positive

propo•• h and propoaition" in thifll rellpect. The security Council and the

Secretary-General have .110 taken lIom. po.itive ateplI on the hanning of chemical

we.pon•• At the lIa~ timt, proqre.. h•• heen made in lome regional antl hU.teral

ettort.. Particularly in recent year., the Conterence on Di.armament in Geneva has

cle.rl\' quickened and de.pened it. negotiating proce•• for a convention on the

comprehensive h.n of chemicdl we.pons. Under the chairmanship of Amh ••••dor Morel,

the Ad ~oc Committee on Chemic.l Weapons hall done a lot of work and make. steady

progreSR. The i r etrort" deaer'le our cOlTll'lend.tion.

All this eloquently testifies to the urgency of a comprehensive han on

chemic.l we.pons .nd to the firm determination of the internation.l community

thoroughly to el1minllte those weapons. ~ctively supportive, the Chine.e deleg.tion

haA participated 1n the ..e activiU,. with a oonl!ltru,tive approach, and h.8 mad., iU

own efforts. We are pleased with the encouraging mo~ntl1m that ha.. emerged, and

wiAh to 8xpr8Ra OUI' apprechtion to all the oountries which hllve participated in

tho"e activities for their pOfllitive contrihutionA.

Wp mUAt not iqnore the fact thllt there Atill remain Aome neqative factors in

international relations, and the causes or tension and conflict are yet to he

removed. World PflJaco and security continue to ra~e a number of threats. Mankind

Itill lives in the shadow or chemical warr.re. The menace comes mainly from the

huge modern ~h~Jmic.l IIrsenals 1n the pos.elleion or a rew hig PowerA. What 1ft more

ominous, they are "tepping up the development an'" malA production of • new

genAration of chemic.l weapon". This h.s undouhtedly made it more difficult to han
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ohemical weapons. It is obvioUA that the oountr1el pOI•••• ing the larg•• t oh.mioal

arsMnals Ihould be4r a special re.ponsihility for banning chemioal weAponl. It ha.

beftn noted latftly that they have again made 10IM .tatementl of intent .,d put

forward lome propelala and propolitionl. However, what people would rether .ee i8

genuine and concrete actions from them, expecting tho.e countries to de.troy their

exi.ting ohemical weapon. and stop the production and development of tho.e w.apon•

• oon 10 U to facilitate the conclusion of an international oonvention on a total

ban of chemical weapons. In this r••pect, aa the international conmunity will

agree, one practical action 18 better than a dozen fine .tat.mentA.

The ancient Roman jurilts once declared, Arm1. bella non veneni. geri, that

is, "W~r la to he waged with w.apon., not with poison". Both history and reality

have demonstrated that mankind needl neither poilon nor the ule of poison a. a

woapon, .till 1... " war fouqht with chemioal weapons. 'nle complete eUmination of

chemical weapon. and the eltabliahment of a world free of .uch weapons ha. become

an imperative of our times. Any formula that i. de.igned to lolve only a part of

this prohlem can hardly frfle mankind from its harm and threat. Only the early

conclusion of a oonvention on the oomplete prohihition and thorough destruction of

chemical weapons can ensure the most fundamental way for the eradication of this

threat, and only in th is way can the problem" of prol1 feu t ion and the ule of

chemical weapons he resolved. It iA China's sincere hope that a global,

comprehen8ive, ver1fiahlft, jUAt and reasonahle international convention will he

ooncluded at the earliest possihle date.

Pending thfll ooncluRion of Buch a oonvention, we maintaln that all

chemioal-weapon Ptataa should undertake not to use .uoh weapon.. All countries

that have the ah i 11 ty to pr:odu~e chemioal weapon. l!Ihould pledge not to engage in

the development, production and transfer of ohemioal weapon.. Thi. will help move
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forward the procesl of negotia tion for an interna tional conven tion on chemical

w.aponl at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva.

The conven tion on chemical weapons, in our view, Ihould aim primar ily at the

complete prohibition and destruction of existing chemical weapons and their

production faciU ties .,d at ways to ensure against the manufacture of new chemical

weapons. Tb ensure the authority and effectiveness of that convention, we have

consistently advocated the stipulation of strict, effective, reasonable .,d

practicable measures of verification, including challenge inspection. At the same

time, as explicitly stated in the principle of verification adopted by consensus at

the Disarmament Corrmisl!lion r "care" should be "taken to avoid abuses", and it is

necessary to "avoid unduly interfering with the internal affairs of States parties

or other States, or jeopardizing their economic, technological and social

development", and verification should be "without discrimination" and "All States

have eaual rights to participate in the proces9 of international verification of

agreements to which they are parties" (A/S-15/3, p. 45). It is therefore

understandable that the developing countries, while undertaking obligations to

accept verification, ask that they enjoy equal rights to participate in

verification, as well as a~cess to the capacity and means for exercising such

rights.

As verification tOUChes directly on the sovereignty, internal affairs,

security and economic rights and interests of all countries, a serious and earnest

attitude is neeaed in order to handle this auestion properly. ~ll parties are

urged to seek a fair, reasonable and halanced solution through extensive

consul tations.

The task of a comprehensive ban on chemical weapons, which we have set out to

fulfil, is a formidable one. We have already made some headway, but are still
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faced with sone complic~ted problems. However, we are convinced that, in the

present favourable international situation, so long aA all countries have th8

political will and demonstrate good faith and a strong sense of responsibility, we

shall he able to realize this objective. The Chinese delegation will, as always,

join all the otner delegations in a continued and per4istent endeavour for the

early attainment of this noble objective.

~r. TAIANA (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish). We are very

pleased to see that the international community is continuing in its resolve to

follow the promising path of detente and of the search for understanding, a fact

whrch heralds the dawn of a new era in international relations.

The political rapprochement initiated by the major Powers has increased the

possibilities for co-operation between the two military alliances and has op~ned

the way for encouraging steps to be taken towards the solution of old conflicts in

different regions of the world.

The special dynamics of those developments have created such a rapid pace of

historic events that it is becoming particularly difficult to forecast forthcoming

events reliably, even in the short term. Nevertheless, countries are fUlly aware

that, as the changes become deeper, this new reali ty will con tinue to soli di fy and

become irreversible.

In a world facing an increasingly evident political, economic, social,

cultural and ecological interdependence, no nation can afford to remain

indifferent. On the contrary, it must act and speak its mind responsibly and in a

constructive spirit.
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Deeply convinced of the validity of these ideas, Latin America is striving to

formulcte concrete steps that would reflect the far-reaching trends that are

becoming noticable in the in terna tional arena. Within the framework of the

important sacrifices being made by our countries to improve their economies and to

achieve better and more em fying standards of living for their peoples, they are,

in most cases, consolidating a healthy process of democratic renovation of their

governments, while endeavouring to protect the human rights and individual freedoms

of their citizens. Not only is the Republic of Argentina an active participant in

these processes of renewal, but it has also tried to contribute to the general

climate of international aetente. The steps that we have taken recently to bring

about a gradual solution to Our differences with the United Kingdom are an eloquent

and concrete expression of the constructive spirit that inspires the actions of my

Govern ment •

In order to make further progress it will be absolutely necessary for every

country to make contributions in which imagination and flexibility will be

appropriately blended with the necessary political will to produce concrete

results. The efforts being made, for example, at both the bilateral and the

multilateral level on matters of disarmament and international security must

complement and influence each other in such a way as to reinforce the process

leading to global understandings.

In this context, negotiations between the Soviet Union and the United States

on reduction of strategic weapons (START) have continued throughout the past year,

but apparently not at the same pace as when they first began. As we see it, none

of the difficulties advanced to justify that situation is insurmountable,

especially in view of the open and positive response given by both sides to the
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question of verification, proof of which is the successful implementation of the

Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles.

We therefore welcome the mutual conviction which resulted from the recent

meeting in Wyoming at the Foreign Ministers' level that the START process must be

given new momentum. However, we cannot fail to note that, were that to happen,

even then the super-Powers would still possess truly impressive stockpiles. At the

same time, three other States which possess these weapons of mass destruction have

not yet joined the negotiating process towards aChieving nuclear disarmament.

On the other hand, the lack of progress in respect of the reduction and

cessation of nuclear-weapon tests - a question that bears a direct relation to

nuclear disarmament - conspires against the new climate of detente. The

international community is fully aware of the fact that if such tests continue,

nuclear stockpiles will keep on expanding and new types of weapons and weapon

systems will continue to be developed. Given these circumstances, we urge all

States members of the Conference on Disarmament to put forth their best efforts to

establish an appropriate framework for negotiations which will allow progress

towards a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty.

The prevention of an arms race in outer. space is another priority area both at

the bilateral and at the mul tila teral negotia ting level. Argentina has repeatedly

stated that outer space should be an arena for international co-operation dedicated

to the economic, social and cultural development of mankind. We do not in any way

deny the importance of outer space for global stability and security. We recognize

that communications, command and control, and early warning systems contribute to

minimizing the risks resulting from the existence of massive stockpiles on Earth.

Nevertheless, we firmly oppose the idea of military competition in outer space, the

developments and results of which are totally unforeseeable.
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On the bilateral level, while the United State. and the Soviet Union have

decided, in an attempt to give momentum to the atrategic arma proc••• , to put •• ide

th.ir differ.nce. on .pace and defence, which we find poaitive, we ar., at the same

time, deeply concerned at the lack of proqre.a toward. ttopp1,ng the continuing

militarization of outer apace. Por thi. rea.on, our country helieve. that the work

of the Conference on Diaarmament, through ita Ad Hoc Committee on the prevention of

an arma race in outer apace, ia of fundamlntal importance not only in brinqing

po.itions closer togeth.r on controvertial is.l1e., but alao in making progress in

concrete negotiations.

Furthermore, the central role and the primary re.ponlibilty of the United

Nation. in the field ot di.armament i. nowhere more evident than in the matter of

the complete prohibition and elimination of chemical weapon.. Multilateral

effort., which have been carried out for over two decade., permit UI to affirm

today that it will be poa.ible in the short term to conclude a universal,

non-discriminatory and effectively verifiable convention on the prohibition of the

development, production, stockpiling and u.e of ch.mical weapons and on their

de.truction. Howevpr, in order to make that po.sible, it will be necessary for

Stat•• to translate into facta the political will that wet .xpr••••d at the Paris

Conference of January this year and their practieal will announc.d at the recent

Canberra Conference, namely, to oonclJd. a. soon as poeaibl. the neqotiations on

the Conference on Disarmament.

The Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Qovernm.nt of the Movement of

Non-Aligned Countries recently held at Belgrlde adopte~ a Declaration which once

again shows the will of the Movement to contribut. to the process of detente. The

Decl.ration highlightl the promiaing event. of the pr.aent timP. without
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diaregarcUng the fac:t that situationfJ persist which should he chlnged. Indeed, in

spite ot the gradual reduction of tenfJions on our planet, it ls not yet I Bate

place. However, there is the wide.pread belief and will that we Ihould huild •

world h~.ed on greater democratization in deci.ion-making, which Ihould entlil

change. in the pol! tied structure. that were formed after the Second World War.
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90lutlo~. tor the nun.rou. prohleml of mankind can only be found hy tac~llng

it. real eau.e. and acting in a concerted way. Multilateraliam offera the me.n. to

produce permanent and effective anlwerl. The Uni ted NI tion. role in the pur-et. ul

I .ettlement of di.pute. around the world i. a clear demon.tration of the

Organization '. enormoue po ten till in thi. and other Held.. In., in terdltpendent

world the .ecur1ty of .ome countrlel cannot be achieved through the insecurity of

otherl. The United Nation. 1. therefore the appropriate forum ln which to .ettle

difference. and to .trengthen are.1 of agreement in order to huild a peaceful world.

Mr. NYAJ<YI (IJnited Republic of Tanzania). May I begin by expre.Binq my

delegation's appreciatt~n in .eelng you, Mr. Chairman, pre.ide over the work of our

Committee. Your election i. a w~ll-de.erved recognition of your vast experience

and diplomatic akills demonstrated in the courae of many year. of participatio~ in

d18armarnent negotiationl .,d deliberation.. I wiah lleO to IItxtend my

congratulations to the other membera of the Bureau.

It is gratifying to note that the Committ•• i. meeting once again at a tilM of

ftuRtained momentum toward. achieving the noble goal. of disarmament, peace and

.ecurity. The commitm.nt demon.trated by the two major Power. - the United States

of America and the Union of Soviet &)cialist Repuhlics - in the last two years in

defllRing international tension, and particularly their joint resolve to rid our

planet of nuclear weapons, needs to bo oommended. The follow-up implementation oe

the INF Treaty is indeed a welcome development. We are equally gratified that the

leaders of the two Powers h.~e announced before this body their plans and mutual

obligations tor the immediate destruction of their stocks of chemical weapons prior

to the conclusion of a multilateral treaty banning thoee weapons. At the Ba~ time

we welcome their readin.... to cut their strategic weapona by 50 per cent. The

progre•• made in the Vienna talk. on conventional forces in Europe i. another

welcome development.
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While we welcome the.e bila teral mealure. we .hould not .ucoumb to eUphoria

and in the procel. 10le ~iqht of our ultimate objective - n8mely, the achievement

of general and complete di~armament. It i. no .eoret to anyone who hll olo.ely

followed the current negotiation. that the more the nuclear Power a, particularly

the Ruper-PowerA, talk about arm. reduction Ind di.armamtnt, the more they increlle

and perfect their re.peetive military capabilitie., incl~ing nuclear power.

Nuclear tests, who.e main ohjective i. to moderni.e Ind make their nuclear ar.enal.

more lethal, have to date continued unahated. The report. of the Secretary-General

before Ul!l on the notification. of nucl .. r te.t. received from 101Nt ""':nben bear

t~8timony to thil. The INF Treaty ha. been rightly hailed by all peace-loving

nations and people. around the world al a landmark for curbinq the arml rloe. But

no sooner had the ink used to .ign it dried than lome forcel were already pllnning

the modernization and updating of exi.ting nuclear we.pon. not covered by the

Treaty to "compensate" for what the Treaty .eekl to eliminate. Above all, the

Treaty doea not require the United State. or the Soviet Union to de.troy the

nuclear warheads that are carr.ied by the miRlile. cover.ed hy the INP Treaty.

In the ahRence 0 f a compuhenRive agreement tha t requ ire. the complete

~liminlltion of all fluclear weapons, including nuclear warhead., manl(ind will

con tinul! to liVA under thtl Bhadow of ft nuclear holocaUAt. ~e e.tahlilhmtnt of

Flecure peace requires the dillrl..ty of a new political thinking, " new approach and a

new A~r~ge of realiAm rftgarding the iaoue" of war Md peace. Albert Ein.tein

r ightl y oh"ervec' that the "un l •••hed pow.r ol the atom nl' Changed everyth ing lave

our modes of thinking, and we thUlS ()rUt towardl! unpar:alleled c;Jtaatrophe.".

The clin91n9 to doctrine••uch .. nuclear deterrance of the nuclear Powers

certainly dlminllh~o the tait.h and ,",ope which the international ~oml1llnity may have

derived fr\)m the currQnt wave of n.goti"tionl. The lIrgulftf!lnt that nuclear
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det.rr.nce ha. maintain.d world peaoe aino. the Sttcond World War 18 a faUacy which

ha. to he reject.d a .. dang.roulI. It ha. h.en .aid, "nd indeed it has not heen

dhputed by any parths, that the outhreak ot • :'\uelear war - either hy aocident or

hy mi.ealoutation - in the present .tate of armam.nt would he disa.trous for the

entire human rao. aino. th.re would he no .urvivor.. Thia underlines the

.ignificance of the 1985 super-Power d.olaration that "a nucl.ar war oannot be won

and th.r.fore .hould n.vl'r be fought".

Tho.e who plac. conventional di.armam.nt on the same plane a. nucl.ar

di.armaIMnt have more often arqued th. t Bince 1945 all war" fought, inoluding

regional and int.rnal conflict., have heen fought with conventional weapon.. Thi.

arqument, though valid in t.rm. of events, doe. not make nuol.ar weapon. any

aafer. Th. 1980 United Nation. Comprehenllive Study on Nu~lear W.apone clearly

revealed that t.chnological advance~ have made it po•• ihl. for on. nucl ••r we.pon

to release in one micro-.econd more energy than the total amount r.l ••••d -rom all

conventional we.pons in all wau in hi.tory.

30nathan Schell, a well-known writer and campaigner for nuclear disarm.m.nt,

in his hook The Fate of the Earth ha. descrihed nuclear weaponA in the..e words.

"Thep~ bomb. were huilt a8 'weapons' for 'war,' hUt. their lIigniflcance greatly

transcend. war .,d all itll causes .,d outcome... They grew out of history, yet

they threaten to end history. They wer. made hy men, yet they threaten to

ann ih 11a te man."

~hiB .tatement if anything under.cores the urqent need for the total elimination of

nuclear weapons. NUclear dilarmament therefore remainB a high priority and 8hould

not in any way be held hostage to oonventional-weapons reduction or halance.

A major .tep towards ridding the world of nuclear weapons and the cataatrophic

conslOuence. of th.ir u.e i. the halting of all nuclear teats. Tb .eek to achieve
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the ce.aation of all nucl.ar t.at. for many of UI i. the only loqicll and t.a.ible

way of putting In .nd to the developm.nt and .tockpiling of n~w type. of nuclear

u ..nal.. IDqic tell. loW that without t •• Unq Iftd nod.rnhatiOl" th••e w.apon. will

.v.htually b.com. oblOlet. Ind u••l ••••

Th. oonclUlion of a compr.hen.iv. t ••t-ban tr.aty i. the only popularly

aco.pted InIchani.m which 'will U1 timately lead to the 'crappinq of .toclcpU.d

nuol.ar .y.tlma. It wa. on the baai. of thi_ .tronq conviction that more than

40 natit)n., parti•• to the 1963 partial t •• t-ban Treaty, including Tan~ania, have

jointly call.d for an am.ndm.nt conf8r.nce ....kinq to conv.rt that Tr.aty into a

comprehenaiv. t •• t-ban treaty. Th. r.c.ntly concluded B.lgracs. Summit of the

Non-Aligne~ Countril. ha' given furth.r cr.d.nce to thi. initiative ny .ndor.ing

the holding of such a conf.r.nce .. early •• po••1bl. in 1990.
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It 18 re9r~ttable that .ome Powers .e. the initaitive aa a miaquided .Hort.

We I.k tho.e Powero it pur.uinq a path toward••elt-extinction i~ the logical .tep

toward. pre.ervinq the human race.

Th•• lu9gi.hne•• of progre•• in the United Nation. multilateral hodie.

entru.ted wi th the ta.k of de1ihera tinq and negotil tinq dillarmament h.ue. needs

.pectal mention here. AN much 18 the major Power. expect the re.t of the world to

accept and endor.e their hilateral arranqementft, they have a c~rre.ponding

ohligation to lilten to and r ••pect the views of the world community. The United

Nation.. provide. u. with a forum in which to tOflter lIuch co~peration in the

pursuit of international peace and ftecur tty where all StateN can he heard on an

lQual ba.i.. Tan.ania, like many other~, haA more otten than not stated that

progre•• in bilateral negotiations fthould not in any way hinder progress in

multilateral badie. which r'!pre.ent the interestA of all mankind.

My delegation ha. read the report ot the United Nations Conterence on

Oisumament - the only aingle mu! tUa teral negotia ting hody - and that of the

{mited Nation. Oi.armament Commission, and we wore diAappointed hy hoth.

Regrettahly, negotiations on all nuclear diRarmament items Ihlted on the agenda of

thp Conference on Disarmament as priority items have to data not taken oCf the

qround in view of the obstinate pOAitionA of Aorre of the nuclear Powere and their

all hut. The only are. where Rome proqreRB i'" Raio t,. havlt heen reqiAtered lA the

negotiations for a chemical weaponR conVfmtion. But here ... gain, the I1raft text of

the a>nvention annexed to the report of the Conference on DiAarmament in document

1./44/27 leaves nuch to he de.. ired. 'l'he Jromentum qenerated at the Parh Conference

held in January thia ye.r did not apparently permeate through to the negotiations

in Geneva a8 anticipated. It lA onvious that behind the technical reasr.mll Ildvanced

i8 the lack of tru8t and the necessary politiclll will. In the wake of
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t.ohnological advances, the aue.tion of v.rification certainly no longer

oonRtitute. a major obstacle to achieving a total ban of chemical weapon. ar a

nuclear-t•• t han for that matter.

Th•• tat. of affair. in the Unit.d Nations Di.armam.nt Commi•• ion i. eaually

<H.appoin ting. Wh.n introducing the Commillsion t s r.port, the Chairman candidly

stated that lack of progress in that hody was again a matter of political ~ill on

the part of .ome memb.r Stat... W. ha~. ind••d witn••••d the ob.tructive efforts

by some influ.ntial member. of this body to frustrate progr.ss on certain ag.nda

items which touch on their intere.tft. On. of the.e is the is.ue of SOuth Afr.ican

nuclear-weapon capability. Owing to the po.ition of the Powers which have assisted

South Africa to aoauire it. pre.ent nuclear capahility, the uisarmament Commission

has been prevented for the la.t 10 years from alerting the Security Council,

through the (;eneral M"embly, of the thr.at that will b. polled to internationitl

peace and security in the event the rJci"t, oppre.sive and aggre.siv. regime in it.

de.peration rellorts to the use of nuclear weapons. De.pite sev.ral United Nations

report .. and public statementA hy leader. of the Pretoria regim~ that South Africa

hall the capability to produce nuclear weapons if it so desires, these countries

have continued to shield the regime.

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean is another subsidiary body of the

General Assembly which has suffered several setbacks. In the history of the work

of th.. Commi ttee, the same Power s that have blocked progress in other mul tUa teral

bodie. have fruRtrated all efforts to convene an international conference that

would enable implementation of the 1971 Declaration on the Indian Ocean as a Zone

of Peace. The Indian Ocean con tinues to hold po ten tial for hig-Power conflict. We

hope that in the new climate reason will prevail .0 that the Conference can take

place in 1990, all scheduled by the General Assembly.
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My delega tion would therefore not support any move aimed at deleting any items

from the agenda of United Nations bodies for lack of progress or under the guise of

rationalizing the work of those bodies. What we should all aim at is the

strengthening of those bodies and not erosion of their effectiveness. If there is

political determination to see that these bodies work, then nothing can stop us

from making progress.

The non-proliferation Treaty has heen hailed hy many as the most important

mutttlateral legal instrument ever concluded in disarmament efforts. Some have

even gone further to suggest that the Treaty has greatly contributed to

international peace a'\d stability.

The non-proliferation Treaty, as w~ all know, has certainly not stopped the

continual and massive growth in the number, Aize and variety of nuclear weaponfll in

the hands of the nuclear-weapon States. The Treaty certainly does not guarantee

the safety of the non-nuclear-weapon States nor does it guarantee that the nuclear

States will not use nuclear weapons against each other. It has not prevented the

nuclear Powers from assisting countries outside the Treaty in the aoquiBition of

military nuclear capability. The acquisition by South Africa of nuclear capahility

is a case in point.

The Treaty, in short, as many have rightly described it, "disarms the unarmed

and does not disarm the armed". It is unrealis tic to aRk other na t ions to exercise

restraint if there is no restraint among the nuclear Powers. In order to ensure

un iversd acceptance and consequently the survival of the non-proli fera tion Treaty,

the nuclear Pow~rs should demonstrate a serious commitment to the total elimination

of nuclear weapon". How are we to react to the appeals to accede to the

non-proliferation Treaty if the same Powers, while tying t.he hands of the "unarmed"
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perpetuate their nuclear power monopoly, leaving the rest of the world at their

mercy? These are the considerations which Tanzania feels should be taken into

account when the Treaty comes up for a fourth review at the Geneva Conference next

year.

The prevention of the militarization of outer space calls for our collective

responsibility, for outer space as a common heritage of mankind belongs to all of

us. We cannot therefore sit back as mere spectators when the survival of mankind

is increasingly put i:lto jeopardy. Tanzania therefore joins others in calling for

multilateral negotiations in this area and the conclusion of a more binding legal

regime that would reduce atd ul timately eliminate the risk of military

confrontation. Outer space should therefore be used for the benefit of all and not

for the des truction 0 f humani ty •

~day, in spite of arms reduction and disarmament talks, the world has

continued to witness unprece~~nted massive expenditures On deadly weapons while the

majority of the world's population continues to live under conditions of abject

poverty, starvation and endemic diseases. The urgent need to alleviate the plight

of these people and to achieve sustainable development through disarmament measures

led to the convening of the historic Conference on the Relationship between

Disarmament and Development two years ago. The Conference, among other things,

unaninously adopted a programne of action that was to serve as a blueprint in the

implementation of its objectives.
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Regrettably, that Action Programme has yet to get 0 ff the ground. The report of

the Secretary-General (A/44/449) of 14 September 1989, on the specific activities

undertaken to implenent the Action Programne leaves no doubt that nuch remains to

be done. In their Declaration issued on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of

the launching of the Six-Nation Initiative, the members of the Initiative, in which

Tanzania participated, drew the attention of the international community to the

fact that:

D ••• disarmament is not just about ceilings and conventions, warheads and

launchers, even treaties and resolutions. It is about people and about the

waste of human and material resources now being devoted to weapons of mass

destruction. Poverty and hunger, disease and unemploynent stalk vast sections

of humanity. These are issues too urgent to neglect. D (A/44/3l8, p. 4)

This, indeed, is what should guire us in our endeavours to achieve general and

complete disarmament.

In conclusion, let me state that the measures taken 50 far in the field of

disarmanent, though limited, have demonstrated that, given political determination,

no problem is insurmountable. We have no doubt that general and complete

disarmanent is not only possible\ it is also the only rational choice. As my

Foreign Minister, His Excellency Mr. Benjamin Mkapa, stated before the General

Assembly on 4 October this year:

DAll men everywhere yearn for peace and their fate cannot be left exclusively

in the hands of a few countries, even though they be the most powerful."

(A/44/PV.20, p. 45)
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It is on this basis that we call for the strengthening of multilateral approaches

to issues of peace and security for all mankind. I wish to assure you of my

delegation's full co-operation in this endeavour.

The meeting rose at '1.50 a.m.
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