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'rh. me. tini was ea U ..d to order at 10.30 a .m.

AGENDA ~mMS 49 TO 6Q AND 151 (conti nued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITfl.1S

~ PETR0':'!!t'! (Union of Soviet Social hIt Repuhl tCA) (interpretation from

Russian), ~llow me once again, Sir, to congr~tulate you upon your el8ction to your

high office as well ~8 your appointment aA your country's Deputy Minister tor

Fore iqn Afta i r s.

The general debate in the First Committee on political iRsues demonstrates

th4t this session is organically linked to the new post-confrontation period that

has hegun in the life of the international. community. AA can he keenly sensed in

the Committee's deliherations, the deBire rigorously to search for ways of

conAolidating positive trends with practical decisions is a remarkable feature ot

this sasAion.

The yearninq for international co-operation and interaction among all States

and for intensi fip.d a ctivi ty by mul tila tAr al rnechan isms is clearly discern ible in

all countries' appr.oaches. Indeed, when we refer Cluite rightly to thp. revival of

t.he United Nations, what we mean is mainly Memher Statep,' renewp." confidence that

i tR pffect.ivenes9 Ct'ln he l=!nhancad. The collective will of States makeR it ~s9ible

to set in motion lnternational co~pp.r... tion InP.chi'lnisms anci to qive efff!ct to the

lop-alA enshrinp.ci in the Unit~rt NationR Charter.

Thp. Soviet Union assigns a major rolp. to the Orqani1.ation and other

international institutions in the future order of things. We att~ch crucial

.importance to enhancing the Un~,ted Nations role and authority in international

affairs. Our approach of ~rinclple to this unique international or9~nization W~9

descrihed in Mi kha 11 Sergeyevich Gorbachev'e at ticle "'Real! ty and Sa feguards of a

Secure World" of 17 Septemher 1987 and in hiA address to the G$neral Aseemhlyon

7 December 1988.
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Recently, FAuard Shev~rdnad7.e, Minister for Foreign Affairs, submitted a

report to the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet Union ent. tled "On the implementation of

the basic guidelines of Soviet foreign pol1 cy ll. I should like to draw attention to

the major emphasis 1n his statement on the fact that Aoviet foreign policy follows

the path of honesty and truth and is based on the prinacy of universal human

values, moral integrity and ethics. These values are not ahstract notions, they

exist and do nrJt lend themeelve" to arhitrary or select:ive interpretation. Th~ir

points of reference include generally recognized instruments - ahove all, the

United Nations Charter and the declaration", covenants, conventions and resolutions

approved and observed hy the overwhelming majority of States.

It is that approach that enables us to be hold and honest in admitting the

mistakes we have made and provides the quarantee that such mistakes will be

rectified and ruled out in the future.

The primacy of universal human values implies that of international

interaction, too. Accordingly, international institutions oSld meChanisms are

called upon to play a directinq, consolidating and integrating role and to serve aA

beacons of AtahUity in today'A interdependent world. N~ thilt co-operation

hetween States has entered a stage of co-crea tion and co-development, those

institutions are moving to the forefront.

The statement hy our Foreign Minister made special mention of the fact that

our all-out support for thp. United Nationfl and our active participation in itA

activitieA are a major quineline of our foreign policy.

The Soviet Union's reappraiAal of the role and place of the Ul'dted Nations and

other international mechanisms for multilateral interaction has gone hand in hand

wit~ the growing awareneRS that there do not exist problems of no concern to us.
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Now thl'lt the Union of Soviet Socialist Repuhlics has emharKed upon

eerestroiKa, efforts to render our measures compatihle with international practices

qain cruci~l importance •

•TURI: as is in any other country, we hel ieve that the Atate ot the wor ld

pconomy i!'4 a matter of one's own well-being. The threat of environmental

catastrophe is a matter of survival. Efforts to eradicate diReases and epidemics

in ot.her countries mean protecting the health of one's own nation.

P"lrticipation in the United Nations means reducing costs resulting from

rAq ional conflicts and tens ions and the threat of a reg ional flare-up I!> escala ting

into a hig war.

The concluRion of the Geneva AgreementA on Afghanistan was a major success hy

the United Nations. The Security Council's efforts contributed to the cessation of

hostilities near our herders, betw&en Iran and Iraa. Changes in our conceptual

approaches to the Uni ted Na t ions have enta Hed practical s tepa to revamp our policy

hpr~. ThiA is the ohjective set forth in the Soviet Union's newly adopted overall

5trat~qy towards the United Nations and associated international organizations, a

r.t. rat.p.qy hased on such fundamenta 1 pr inciplp.s as consistent "de -ideologha tion" of

the United N,')tions and depollthation of its Rpecialized aqencieR, focusing on

nhip.ctivp.s within their competf!nce, makinq thORP. aqencies universal hy encouraqinq

all memhers of the international community to tllke part in their i'lctivi Hea,

strp.amlininq t.hem and focusinq their activities on top-priority ohjectives, making

optimal lI~e of t..heir physical and financial reSOUrCeR) and launching hraad ann

diverse exchanges of information with those agencies.

- _~_----_~ -_ .._----- _ .._-------------------------------
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'rhis new strategic policy has its basis in our compliance, as '-t matter of

principle, with th~ standards developed hy international orgnnizations as

progressive models of the hehaviour of States in almost every field of human

endeavour. We arf'" fi rml y cormti tted to traa ting the decis ionR of international

orqanizationA in a uniform manner. At the conclllsion of sessionR of the General

AS5p.rnhly we intend to make a thorough examination of their outcome, draw our own

practical conclllsions and translate them into our policies.

The current revival of the United Nations - most strikingly i~lustrated hy the

incrf08sinqly successful construction of '" new peace and the settlement of raq 10nill

conflict!'!, hl\~ als() encompassed the fiel d of disarmament. A contrihuting factor

here is that disiHmanent is heqinn iog to move away from dechra tions towards

concrete action. With the entry into forc@! of the '1'reaty on the Elimination of

Tntermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF Tt'eaty - the proccsR of

nllC':leiir disarm"ment beqan to qain nomt:'ntum. The early conclusion at Vienna of an

aqreement to limit and reduce conventional arms and arlTlE'!d ~:orceA in now a problem

that can he dealt with in a practical way, and a draft convention hanninq chemic~l

~;n far, Soviet-Am(~ricAn relations haR heen the Rpher~ in which thE'> mORt

rlyntlmic chilnqPR in t:h~ disArlTV.lInent field have taken place. MLlch proqrPR~ har. hp,>n

'lla(jp in Soviet-Americ.'ln relatil)nl'l. '{'he likelihood of an ClqrpelTlP.nt on Cl ')0 ppr cI'nt

ClJt in strateqic offp.n~ivp. weapons haR hf'en brought I1\lch clospr, and tangihlt"

proqres A haR hp.~n madt:! in tAlks on the limitation and ce~R"tion of n11clear-weapon

teRts and in otl1er ciolMins.

AA " result of our recent meetings t.n WlSshington and W10minq the

Soviet-Arneric.Y'l dialogue has reached <l new level of opennPRA Mrl hUAinesslil«('

siqn1ficance, with prohlelt\C\ heing raised in hroader termR "nd with lInd",rRt.:mdinq
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and goodwill gaining in t'cope. ThlS the United Nations and other multilateral

forums have fresh opportunities unfolding before them and ard led to feel their

objectives are quite feasible. On the other hand, if the process of

arms-limitation and disarmament is to be uninterrupted, irreversible and truly

glohal, new emphasis should he placed on the need for multilateralism.

A comprehensive approach to the search for security calls for constructive

parall~lism in hilat~ral and multilateral efforts that should qive reciprocal

encouragement in the field of disarm~ment. The fact is that multilateral efforts

and understandings are reauired to hring about the complet~ elimination of. nuclear

weapons, to provide guarantees that they will not he revived, to han all nuclear

testing, to prevent the spread of the arms race to outer space, to ~qree upon the

parameters of reasonably sufficient milit~ry capahilities and to render them

exclus ively de fens ive in structure. It is advisahle to a ctiva te mul tila teral

mechanisms for tackling such major issues as the non-proliferation and elimination

of chemical and other types of weapons of mass deatruction, the reduction and

limitation of conventional armR, world military spendinq and arms supplies.

What is important is that the activi ties of the Uni ted Na tions should he

qeared to apPlying a new model of security on an international scale and to

~witchinq over from the principles of p'xcP.s!.'Iive armament to tho~p. of reasonahle

'luf f ic iency.

A. we~]th (Jf P.x!"P.riencp. haB been accumulateo and major achievements hllve heen

made in the area of multilateral disarmarnent. ThoRe include the Treaty 011 the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Treaty on the Prohihition of the

E)nplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the

Sea-Bed, the Convention on bacteriologiCAl weApons and many other major instruments

that consolidate contractual, legal, moral and political stand~rdA.
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Mul tihteral diRarmament also possesses a fairly ramitied infrastructure of

diverse mechan ismR, wh ich incl ude the pr incipal bodies of the Uni ted Nations,

namely, the General ARsemb~y, the Security Council Md such forums as the

Conference on Disarmament, the United Nations Di~armament Commission and a numher

of others.

In other words, all this is the living matter of multilateral disarmament. In

classical philosophy we read that the existence of matter resides in its :action,

and that it is only through action that it fills space and time. Nowadays we 8ee

it aA our objective to make all existing mechanisms efficient and to move them into

higher gear. We believe that, as the most representative and prestigious

democratic forum of States, the General Assembly has a role to play, and first and

foremost in clearing the way for the uninterrupted evolution of disarmament and

creating a favourable environment centered on a search for constructive approaches

to solving common prohlems.

We view the t*.neral Assemhly as a forum not merely for the airing of ideas but

alRo for making them more meaningful by means of collective reasoning, a forum for

genuine oo-creation that heeds the opinions and concerns of hoth sides and

exper ience qa ined wi th a view to a r rivi ng at generally acceptahle rt!commenda tions

and ti~dinq ways and means of solVing emerginq problems.

In this context we feel that we should refer especially to the special

sessions of the General Assemhly devoted to disarmament. The lasting value of the

Final Document adopted hy consensus at the first special session of the General

AAsemhly devoted to disarm~ment lies in the fact that it consolidated views on the

principles governing the actions of States in attaining common objectives and

charted a programme of action, an agenda and mechaniAms for multilateral

disarmament.
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The third Ipec ial sess ion of the General Asaembly devoted to disarmament

proved to be a useful forum and a uniaue new thinking laboratory. The potential of

the fresh approaches and ideas submitted to the world community for consideration

at that time continue. to work, and it will he a long time hetore it is used up.

Given the new conditions that now ohtain, the time appears to be ripe for us to

ponder in earnest whether we should not, in future, introduce the practice of

holding Ipeclal sessions on individual and particularly preBeing disarmament issue.

rather than solely on general matters.

In our view the consistent implementation of relevant General Assembly

r.solutions and the upgrading of the moral and political status of documents

adopted by consensus would help to enhance the role of the General Assemhly and its

effectivenel. in the field of disarmament. COnsensus reached at the

decision-making Itage should be followod hy general agreement at the Mt.age of

pro!'ctical implementation. Of course, close attention should be paid to all of the

General Assembly's recommendationR.

r would point out that we are not urging others to do that while we stand on

the Ridelines. On the contrary, we are ",H11ng to stand up md be counted, for we

pay attention to how people react to our deeds and words. Our new political

thinking has hroug.,t us a different scale of criteria for appraising our behaviour

in the light of universal human values. For example, with reference to

Afghanistan, and bearinq in mind the fact that our action was condemned hy over

100 Members of the United Nations, we eventu811y came to reali~e th8t WP. had Bet

ourlelves ag,inst the international community, violated rules of conduct and defied

man'l universal interasts. As a reRult, we have withdrawn our troops from

Afghanistan.
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tMt US take annther example, this tirre from the field of. dh"rmarnent. 'or a

nUnher of yelHR, we voted aqa inllt the rellol utiorl hanning th@ manuhctur. of

fiRsionahle materials for military purpollet'S' tater, we heg,., to abstain from voting

and now we give it our active support. Convincinq evidence that thi~ i8 not a

tactical shi tt in our pod tion but rather a radical review of it ill our concrete

programme - which we announced yesterday during the discussion in the General

Assembly of the lAEA report - for the withdrawal of all our rMctorll producing

weapons-grade plutonium from service hefor' the year 2000. This major unilateral

mpasure now giveR us a moral right to go furt~~r, we are prepared to co-sponlor

the relevant draft resolution.

We believe that the contrihution made hy the United Nation~ to multilateral

disarmament would be greatly increased if the Security Council, 88 the body with

special rellponaihility for maintaining world peace and ~ecurity as part of its

remit, wer@ to takp up arms-control iSBues. We lIupport makin~ full and effective

use of thfll relevant, conAti tu Honel, capahili tifllA of the Secur ity Counc i 1.

It iA well known - and we thi nk hiqh] y of t.hi" in our country - that thll

Sfiacuri ty Council has done "'nd c<lntinues to do much in ~.hP. most impoctant acea ot

its activi tieA today I AP. ttli ng req ional confli CtR MId car ryi nq out pMce-1C eeping

oppratinns. Howeover, it iq alRo Cluit@ clMr that thiA iA not the limit of its

potential and that th@re iA a place in it for dis"rlMment i.s!lues too. 1'he8f! could

in fact hecome SUbjects [or co-operatinn hetween memhers ot the Council.

Incidentally, in puttinq forward the idea of developing, mUltilaterally, an

agrl!ement on measureR to reduce the risk of nuclear war, our assumption iA that

th is issue has very nuCh to do wi th the work of thE! Securl ty Counc 11 in un tying the

tiqht knots of conflictR and crlR@s. We heli~ve that it would be poARihle, 88 part

of the consultationI' hetween the permanent memhers of the Council, to diRCUlllfll the
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idea of, for example, developing an agreement on measures to reduce the risk of

nuclear war. It would be useful if military experts from the countries members of

the Security Council and representa tives of othel: countries could hold

consultations in the Ur.ited Nations Military Staff Committee in order to examine

military political problems, including arms control and peace-keeping operations.

I would particularly like to emphasize that this suggestion is no ready-made

recipe. perhaps other people will come up with even better suggestions for ways

and means to step up the work of the Military Staff Committee. We are prepared to

discuss such suggestions substantively and constructively.

The Secretary-General has an important role in th,~ activities of the United

Na tions in respect of strengthening in terna t ional peace and securi ty through

disarmament. His annual reports on the work of the Organization have become ~n

important factor in the renewal processes going on within it. We believe that

these documents, which abound in profound, analytical suggestions, require the most

attentive and thoughtful treatment and serve as reliable points of reference. The

Soviet Union pays close heed to the Secretary-General's opinion and values his

recommendations highly, particularly those on arms limitation and disarmament

issues, and endeavours to help in translating them into practical measures to

enhance the Organization's effectiveness.

The creation of various mechanisms sUbordinate to the United Nations

Secretary-General and assisting him to work effectively has fully proved its

worth. For example, a mechanism' as been set up and is now in operation to inquire

into cases where chemical or biological weapons may have been used. We welcome the

report, prepared by the Secretary-General's highly qualified experts, which

streamlines and develops the basic principles and procedures for inves tiga ting

cases in which chemical weapons may have been used, and we will follow its
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recommendations in practice. Our delegation is authorized to state here today that

the Soviet Union is prepared to admit to its territory the corresponding United

Nations inspection teams, in accordance with the agreed procedures.

In our. view, further steps in this direction could also be considered, for

example, by developing a similar mechanism for investigating instances where there

may have been violations of the Convention on inhumane weapons.

We believe that a transi tion from general statements to practical action and

to adopting meaningfUl decisions could be ensured through enhancing the

effectiveness and productivity of the work of the First Committee, which is called

upon to help find areas where common ground already exists or is emerging and could

in due time be addressed at the relevant negotiations.

In this context, we consider to be very useful the discussion in the First

Committee on a comprehensive approach to strengthening international peace and

security, and to disarmament issues, the First Committee's treatment of issues to

do with increasing the efficiency and output of the United Nations has also

generally not been without benefit. I think I reflect the common view in saying

that the effectiveness of the First Committee itself in disarmament issues can and

should be increased. We think that we should focus primarily on a qualitative

rather than a quantitative app~oach to appraising the decisions the Committee

takes, in which the main criterion would be the actual effectiveness and practical

significance of those decisions for progress in multilateral disarmament.

Rationalizing the work of this important body of the United Nations General

Assembly would without a doubt be facilitated by cutting the numher of resolutions

adopted and increasing the proportion of consensus decisions, and we are prepared

to work, together wi~h all other parties, constructively in this direction.
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The Geneva Conference on DiBarll\l~nt has a apec ial place in mu! tUa teral

disarmament efforts, it is a uniQue multiht"ral body for negotiation" c)n a wide

range ot arms-limitation ..d diearlMment is.u.... Representativt,-, from all

continenta, military and political alliances, non··al1gnttd and neutral countrieo

participate in its wor~ on an eQual footing. The Conference is showing in practice

that it is capable of proceeding from exchange. of view" to elaborating Ina jor

deciRiona on ita agenda items. The top priority for the Canf.~ence ls to complete

the elaboration af a convention on the total and errect ive proh ihition of the

devplopment, production and stockpiling of all forms of chemical weapons and on

their destruction. An early conclusion of th~ convention would substantially

increa-.e the Cont.erence's I.lUthor.ity "",d would provide a major impetua for

intensifyinq work in other area9, above all on sucb matters a8 the ~.8a~ion of

nuclear teRts, scaling down the nuclear-arms race, preventing nuclear war, and

prohihiting the militarization of outer space. The Soviet Union is in favour of

ultimately transforming that mu! tilateral fo!'um into a univeral, standinq and

active body for di~armament negotiations.

I turn now to the activities of the United Nations Disarmament ConmiAsion.

One can hardly fail to note that its rate of work has dropped somewhat recently.

Howev~r, this does not mean, in our. view, that there are grounds for raiging the

question whether thh\ integral part of the United Nations disarmament nachinery

~hould be abolished. We think that our efforts should he concentrated on some~hinq

different, on developing concrete measureR to step up the CommiRsion's work and

increane itA ftffectivenesu.
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We think that that could he achieved in a variety of ways - by atr..mlining

the agenda, transferring the diftcuRsion of some individual iasuea on which there

ha. been no progress for a long time to a two- or three-year hash and aome other

meaaure.. The main thing, how~ver, i_ that fre.h, conatructive ideas and

approaches will he needed to make it possible to maintain all the positive aa.eta

we have accumulated thus far,

We note with I\athtact ion that it ift precisely this object ive that is being

plJrBued by the informal work ing group headed by the Permanent r18pres,~'ntative of

Zaire. The Soviet Union will contribute in every po••1hle way to the achievement

of generally acceptable recommenda tiorls on thb mat ter.

The review conference. on various eY-isting Treatie. play an important role in

the multilateral disarmament process. We "ttach exceptionally high importance to

th. forthcoming Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapon., which is to be held next year. Now that the

proclSs of nuclear disarmament has actually beg",n, we hope t:hat that Conference

will be an importanl forum for promoting the con.ol1~at ion of the non-proli rera tion

regime, ~hich is one of the supporting props of security ,in the nuclear-.pace age.

Studies conducted under Uni ted Na t ions iiI u(\pices play a prominent role in

solving practic~l ar~s-control and diAarmament prohlems on a multilateral has is.

'I'he findings of those Atud1es provide Member States with practical tool.. and

recommendations on RolutionR to variouR individual issueA. In this connection, I

note that the Soviet Union has overctJme its long-felt diotrust of, and Icepticism

towarJs, that side of United Nations activities, and we intend to play a very

active part in studies conducted by the Organ i7.a tion and i tl spec iallled agenci •• ,

including the Unite~ Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR).
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We welcolNt the current poRi tive development" in the acthl Ue. of the Advilory

Board on Disarmament Studiel, who.e new format we heUeve enahle. it to provide

even greater a •• i8tance to the Secretary-General on di.arlMlMnt matters than

h.fore, and we advocate fuller and more effective U8G of it. capahiliti.s, given

the impre.sive scientific, intellectual and dharmarMnt potential of iu memherl.

The activities of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament R@$e~rch have

also intensified, and the quality ot its studies haA improved, aa has their

practical value. Th8 Soviet Union support" UNIDIR'. activities, and hal pledged a

voluntary contribution of 250,000 roublel and $20,000 to the Institute in 1990.

An import~nt element in United Nationl programme activities in the field of

dllarmament il the Wor id Diaarma ment Campa iqn. In 8uppor t1ng the goa 1. and

ohjective. of that Campaign, the Soviet Union iA making during the current .ealion

a new v()luntary contdhution of 1300,000 roubles to the World Dt-armament Campaign

for 1990 to 1993. Let me take this opportunity to point out the high level and

qood organization of regional conference" within the World Disarmament Campaign

framework held in Kyoto, Dagomys ...nd Kiev. We IIhall Reek to enaura that the United

Nations conference on converAion, to he held in Moscow in 1990, proceed" in the

~ame conAtructive spirit.

The smooth functioning of the United NationA machinery for diRarmament and the

implementa tion of relevant (1ni ted Na t ions proqrammes in qreat measure dependA alao

on how effective the work of the Department for DiBarmament Affair" iA. In our.

view, the Department, under the able stewardship of Mr. Akallhi,

Under-Secretary-General, ls succeAlfully coping with the oonstantly increlUling

respondh 11i tiel conterred on it, and there tore deserves the higheAt acchim.
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The internationalization or the cHaarmaIMnt process necea"itat. tapping the

entire potential of multilateraliam and, among other things, convening, as

appropriate, new forums to resolve emerging prohlems.

We greatly value the initiatives taken by France and Australia in holding

conference. on chemical weapons in Paris and Canberra, which have been ~rowned with

success. We allo embrace the idea of extending the scope of the 1963 Mo.cow Treaty

to cover underground nuclear te.t•• We hail the United States initiative tD work

out the open IIkie" regime, and we shall take part in the cold.unce propo.ed hy

Canada to discus8 the issue.

We are alBO prepared to discuss on a multilateral ha.i" such proble~ a.

international arms transter. and to take part in the elahoration of paum-teu for

an appropriate register.

A .eparate negotiating mechanh~ lle.ds to he created to addre•• the prc:,lem of

ending the naval arms race. The artificial exemption of that major component of

States' military pow~r from negotiationA can hardly he considered normal. This

matter could be discussed at the United Nat.ions at a meeting of military experts

from the major naval Powers and other interested countries.

A crucial task for the United NationA I'I8chinery, and generally for

multilateral diplomacy, is to help huild confidence and assert greater openne.s in

relations hetween St~teA. An increaAing number of States are advancing

intereAtlnq, hold and far-rftachinq propoRaln in that field, intended to provide

effective luu,iBtance in removing concerns oV\d clari fyinq amhiqui tie.. on the ba"ts

of o~jective information. In our view, this problem is now ripe f~r sUhstantive

discUSRion, and we expre.s our support for the upcominq consideration of the

que.tlon of ohjective information in the DiRarmament Commission.
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Verification 111 an e..ential element of openne•• and tranaparency, and an

important mealure, in its own right, for the promotion of disarmament. We attach

paramount importance to the study of the United Nations role in the area of

verification, conducted now with the ~articipation ot a Soviet repre.entative, and

we hope that, on the baais of an in-depth examination of proposals submitted by

varioua State., the experts involved will present their recommendations, which

could give the international community guidance in that area.

With the growing internationalization of the dialogue on military .ecurity

iasues, the role played by the regional factor is incr6asing in an objective w~y.

w. aupport the regional effort. of States to reach agreements on conventional

armamlnts as well al on the establish~ent of nuclear-weapon-free and

chemical-weApon-free zones and areas of reduced tensions, who.e implementation

woul~ creata footholds, as it were, for ultimately launching a process of global

disarmament. In this cont.ext, I should like particularly to mention the progress

at the Vienna neqotiati~ns on the limitation and reduction of conventional

armaments and armed forceA, which appear to he an effective working model of a

productive search for solu t 10nA to convolu ted I(nots of prohlems, as well aA at the

talks on the development of confidence-huilding measures. I wish also to refer to

the lIIuccessful operation of the Rarotonga Treaty, and the accesAion of new parHeA

to it.
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The ide.s I have outlined tod.y should be viewed .s an invitation to the

Committee to .ngage in constructiv. dialogue on ways and m.ans of realizing the

pot.ntial ()f multilateral disarmament. In a situation where, in .ffect,

disarmament has for the first time hegun to se.m really tangihl., we f.el it

vitally important to estahlish a constructiv. parallelism bewteen bilateral and

multilateral efforts.

I wish to emphasize that Accelerating the pac. of the di.Arn~ment train and

giving the green light in all areae - unilater~l, hilateral and

multilateral - repre.ent., we are deeply convinced, the main rOftu on the way

towards excluding the threat of (I\elt-annihilation of t". lite of mankind and

towards charting the route toward. a nuclear-weapon-fr•• and non-violent world.

Hr. tDULLE2 (8.1g ium) (in terpreta tion trom French) = The 8elg hI'

d.legation is e.pecially pl ....d to .ee you, Sir, the reprementative of Veno1.uel.

to the Conference on Disarmament. preAiding over the work of the First Committee at

this .e.sion of the General Assembly. Your long experience in the disarmament

field, your professional Qualifications and the intar.st you have already shown in

conmitting the neceseary time for c:onsideration of draft resolutions will, I trust,

lead to efficient, calm and Quiet deliberations. Please rest assured,

Mr. Chairman, of my delegation's full co-operation. I Ahou1d also like to thank

your predecessor, Mr. Roche, for the exemplary manner in which he qui~d the work

of the First Conmittee at the forty-third session of the General A""ellbly.

The representative of France, its Chairman for this lemestldr, has already

eloquently expressed the views of the 12 members of the European Community on the

hroad range of Quell tions that relate to arms-Umi ta t ion .-.d disarmament. Needl.ss

to Ray, Belgium fully shar.s the ideal put forward in that context, however, 1

should Uke to expand upon our position on certain points that we view al

priori ties.
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Manr speaker .. - amol"g them the Relgiuf,' Minister fer Foreign ArtairR,

Mr. Marc Eyskenft - have RtteaBed the continuing poRi tive developments in EaAt-West

relations, which have moved from the climate of cold war towards peacefuL

co-operation. That phenomenon iA likely to encourage progreAs in all areas of

armR-l1mi ta tion and disllrmalMnt.

We are particularly pleased at the positive developments in the parallel

negotiations taking place at Vienna, which answer to our concern to see a true

order of peace and stahility establiAhed in Europe based on the balanced and mutual

reduction in the levels of conventional weapons and on the elimination of the

principal imbalances. The priority goal 18 to reduce forces capable of large-Bcale

offensive action and to eliminate the capability for surprise attack. Such

reductions will he accompanied hy effective meaAures of confidence-building,

transparency and verific~tion.

Th~t concrete ~pproach to the question could ~erve as inspiration in other

regions of the world for promoting, in ~ suitable manner and in keeping with

condi tion" ohta ining in thoRe ~rea8 and with the wiAhes ("If the various countries

involvP.d, thP. caURe of disarmament and .-.rmu-Umit.ltion.

AA the Belqi~n Mini~ter for Foreign Aff~irA recently 9tnted, the philosophy of

dhHU'nvtment !'lhould spread to all the reqions of the world Md Rhollld not hp. limitAd

to F.uropp. <11~~'p, evpn though the qreat concentration of furceR on the European

contin,~nt warrant!'l thF! important ini tiativeR that hilve heen ongoinq there for some

time now. That also explainR Belgium'a interP.st in reqional-diRarmament meaAures

that would reBult from initiativeR taken hy the countrieR o( a given region.

That concern was evidenced hy my country's submission of General Assembly

resolution 42/3q E, which was acbpted by consen~.UB. Our intereAt in that qU8Rtion

haA not waned, and I am in a position t~day to announce th~t Belgium intends to

introduce another dr",ft rpqotution on that quetJtion thiB year.
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Let us not forget that billion~ of dollar. are .pent yearly in the third world

on the procurement of weapons - in other words, several times the total of

development aid. The arms race is an undue burden on fragile econo~ieR, a

phenomenon that il aggravated hy the deaire for high-technology weapon.. FOr

example, we note with growing concern the acquisition or development of hallhtic

mis.ileft by an increasing numher of States, a situation that, especially when

linked with chemical or nuclear capabiliti•• , could lead tD an arml race in .everal

region. of the world and could hinder ~ffort. to control the arm. race and military

expenditure••

After having first rererred to conventional di~armlment throughout the world

in order to emphllize the importance of that aspect of Irma control Ind

disarmament, I should now like to turn to the area of chemical weapon., which 1ft

dealt with in the Conference on DisarIMlMr.t.

It cannot be denied that prospects for concluding in the near future a

compreh8nBive, universal and verifiable convention on the prohihition of the

development, production, stOCkpiling and U8~ of Chemical weapons and on th8ir

d.,.truetion have improved Ainee the forty-third seSR ion of the General A88embly.

T A~e several reaRonB for that. First, the Conference convened at Pari. from

7 to 11 ,lllnuary thiR year, by fMffirminq the will to respect th8 1925 Geneva

Protocol Ilnd by un.'lnimouAly adoptinq a declaration, qave new po) Hied lmpetul to

the Geneva npqoti~tionA. ~he raRultA oht~ined there are reflected in the new

rolling text th~t i~ "et forth in the report of th8 Conference on Disarmament.

Secondly, there waB the restructuring of sUhsidiar.y bodies an~ the dynamic

work accomplished by the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, Ambassador Pierre Morel,

who, in a remarkahle way, worked to achieved the objectiv8lJ .et in PariA.
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Thlrdly, there 1. univer.ality, already evidenced by the pre.ence of 149

countrles at the Parls Conterence and hy the new accessionl to the Genev. Protocol,

and reflected a. well ln the ever-incre.slng numher of ohservers et the Conference

on Dlsarmament ln Geneva. That development la ~ .lne que non for succe•• ln the

nego t 1,. t lone.
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Fourthly, the breakthrough ln the hilateral talkM hetween the Unlted State.

and the Rovlet Unlon, which cannot hut contrlbute to the multilateral negotiution.,

eRpecially in the field of veriflcationJ

Fifthly, rlQht here in the General A••embly Pr_aident Buah recently made a

part~~ularly important atatement, reiteratinq the de.ire of the United State. that

a total and universal prohibition ot chemical weapon. be achieved, and we ere

convinc~d that hi. offer to reduce, a. of now, before the concluRion of the

negotiations, United State. stockl ot chemical weapon. to le•• than 20 per cent of

their present level i. an appreciahle ge.ture that will contrihute to the .ucce••

of the work at Geneva and, eventually, to the implementation of the future

conventionJ we are grfttlfied by the favourahle re.pone. trom the Soviet Union to

this offerJ

~ixthly, my country welcome. the po.itive outcome of the Canberra Conference,

and wi.h•• to thank the AUltralian Government for that initiative, which enaure.

that the dialoque between the Conference on Disarmament and the industry will

continu@,

ThiA liAtinq of positive elements should not, however, eau•• u. to forg.t that

many obRtacles remain to be overcome and that the results obtained at the la.t

Mession do not fulfil the hopes raieed hy the Paris Conference. Belgium firmly

hopes the Conference on Disarmament will be able to overcome the oh.tacle. which

remain.

My delegation, in the name of universality, .hare. the concern .hown by lome

countri•• that their Voice should be heard in :;~e elaboration of d conv.ntion and

that they 8hould play a more active part in the proc.... Of cour•• , any m•••ure to

.peed up the de.truction of the large .tockpilel of the only two countrie. that

have declared they po.sels chemical weaponl ie of vital importance, but we cannot
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disregard the fact that other countries possess chemical weapons or tlle capacity to

produce them. Recent experience has shown that the danger of their being used is

indeed a real one, especially in regional and subregional conflicts. To be

credible and effective, prohibition must be universal and total. We must avoid any

measure or situation likely to revive or increase mistrust or indecision on the

part of countries that might be tempted to use chemical weapons, finding

justification for such action in other countries' assumed or real lack of chemical

weapons. We must also avoid establishing arbitrary linkages with other aspects of

disarmament.

If the Objective of negotiations on chemical disarmament is the total and

universal elimination of chemical weapons - the ,~est guarantee that they will not

be used - we cannot but ~e astonished at any position that would exclude from those

negotiations any country wishing to be associated with them. Not only would such a

policy of exclusion be contrary to the spirit and letter of the Paris Declaration:

it would also raise serious doubts as to the willingness of all States to

contribute effectively and concretely to a disarmament process that by its nature

can achieve full significance only when countries that at the outset were separated

by diverqencies of interest or policy are joined together in a common effort. The

disarmament that all the States of the planet have so ardently desired would be

seriously jeopardized if it were to operate only between allies.

We must therefore step up our efforts and avoid creating any doubt about the

positive outcome of the negotiations. We hope that the intersessional meetings and

the new session will buttress the hope that our work will be concluded in the near

future as a result of a constructive and vigilant approach by all the negotiators

aimed at averting the danger of a chemical war as effectively as possible.
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I take this opportunity to recall that the Belgian Government is prepared to

host the or~~nization which the convention on chemical weapons would create.

While considerable progress has been made in the area of chemical weapons,

there remains an aspect of the Conference on Disarmament which gives rise to

legitimate concerns, and that is nuclear weapons. Even so, there are encouraging

signs of a favourable climate for future discussions. The second session of the

preparatory committee for the Review Conference of the Par ties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons took place in an atmosphere of calm, and

confirmed the importance Member States attach to that primary instrument in the

spiri t in which it was concl uded in 1970.

The recent progress in the area of verification protocols at the WYoming

meeting will doubtless facilitate the ratification of the 1974 Treaty Hmi ting

underground nuclear weapon tests and the 1976 Treaty on peaceful nuclear

explosions. Similarly we welcome the resumption of the talks which are to lead to

a strategic arms reduction treaty, and we note with satisfaction that these talks

are no longer linked to any condi tion other than that of achieving an appropr iate

treaty at the earliest pos. 'ible date. Furthermore, the INF Treaty continues to be

implemented satisfactorily.

However, in the nuclear field also, disarmament initiatives cannot be the

exclusive preserve of only two States. For this reason, we believe it is

imperative for all participants in the Conference on Disarmament without exception

to agree to grant an adeauate mandate to a special committee on a nuclear-test

ban. So far, all efforts - and they have been many and intense - have been in

vain, despite the new dynamic chosen by the two super-Powers, which has been

expressed in the veri~ication field. Now, without giving ourselves up to any
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overblown and dangeroulIl illusions on the need to qive precedence It pr1~ t.o

multilateral negotiation, it is none tho lesA true that a forum such 18 the

Conference on DllIarmament otfers opportuni, ties for pr.oqre88, provided

all-or-nothing approach is avoided. Belgium hafl sa id before, and repeats now, that

tor ua the objective remains a toUl and deftn! t.1ve halt to tests. But. Belg ium

contlnueR to favour a gradual, Atep-by-etep apprOlllch, which it thinks non

reaUstic in the present circumotances. It 1I!1 Belgium'B opinion that the number of

nuclear tests should he proqresl!Jively reduced.

It would in our opinion he unwise to deliberate, on a test han OUt.flt,de the

Conference on DisarlMment, wh ich haB availahle to it. t.he technical cont.r1hutions of

the group of seismology experts. Parallel ini tia Uvea l1IIIy have Bome 8vmholic

meaning, hut very little chance of success.

I would not wish to conclude without reaffirming the importance Belgium

attacheB to the role of the United NationR in the field of armB control ~nd

diAarmament, in particular the Security Council, the Fiut Commi tt.. and the

DiBar.~ament Commi~Bion.
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My country fully sharea the view expressed by the Presidency of the European

Community that we should seek more efficiency. ~r our Con~ittee that would mean

fewer resolutions, the combining of similar resolutlon8 and a syAtematic .earch for

consensus.

Unfortunately, we mUllt note that the last 1888 ion of the Disarmament

Commhfl ion, where there "hould he in-dept.h discu'''!l ion on new aspects of

disarmament, was a complete failur~, no agreement heing reached on any of the

agenda item". It iA therefore urgently necallsary to re~xamlne the Commis.ion'y

role and functioning, in order to ~Iarant~~ that ther~ will he useful ana concr~te

discuBsiona, in which Quality prevails over Quantity.

Several solutions are poAHihl., and we ftxclude none, hut it would be dangeroufl

to try to continue on the preRent path, uhich \/ould he to run the risk of creating

t.otal apathy.

I have tr.ied in my st&tement to emphasize the need tor concrete ftchievement~,

rather than rhetorical statementA, with tQgar~ to d18~rmament, in o~der to increase

p,ffecti veneu in tho QUaRt for pea cC! • That Ahou~ cl hp our common goal, and I have

no doubt that thft C()Inmittee's "ctivitieFl in the current EUtSRion will help bring UfJ

cloMl' tOlt.

Mr. AYALA r.M~.2. (F..cuaclor) (lnt~H'pret6tiCJn from Spanlf1h) I Allow me to

begin, 51\', hy warmly congratulati.nq you ()n your p.lect~.on aA Chairman of the Pir3t

•
Convnittee. t hove been honoured hy your frip.nrh'h1p for. Q nUnf)er of year,A, ..."d I

have Bee~ for myself your. outstanding achlevementK in ~nternational affair.. I ...m

l'H1re thelt your human Qu.llitifu o1nd professional skHh gUMant68 the fulhet

RUCCO~9 of the FlrBt Committee's work ThrolJ <Jh you, I wi,h to;) con"ey my

congr"tllladons to all the other officers or the COlM\1ttfl!e.
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The international scene iR now acquirinq new aspect.. There have heen

politic.l development. wtIich ahCJuld mean better daya ... head for our peoJ:'lelft.

However, the.e positive developments have not heen accompanied hy th~ neca.aary and

urgent advances in economic and Rocial ~ffair.. A. W&II pointed out at the ninth

summit meeting of the non-aligned countri.~, held in Belgrade, it iA impo"lible fur

A cWtente lacking economic and soclal content to laat very long.

Disarmament and development are inlpe"a tively needed in tho auest for "tahle

pelice. Conflict 18 hOrn where thflre ia hunger, mhery and deapalr. In tllr.n,

conflict aggravate. the state of poverty and make. it unhearahle. Confrontation

mean" v.tulattona of human nghta and the r'HCjnity of man. Aft Dr. Diego Cordovez,

ror,iqn Miniat&c of Ecuador, hiS laid,

"The 14Ck of .ecurity in the world ••• has many deep-rooted caU8e~.

Anr.>ng tt.tlm are the violence in the larq6 urhan centulA, thfll difficult

attuation or th~ ptG.anll, th~ ~.t.rioration or. th~ environmfllnt and Quality or

11to, poor working condit.ionlll and low pay, the I!ItUlinq practice.. of. th08. who

wield financial power, tood i~ahnc~....ne! un",et health need!!, .snd the lack of

opportunity tor the younq to UAe thftir imagination Mrt fIInfllrgy. 1'hllty I'r. alAo

to he f,')und in the failure to mlJke thl'l IJnft'lir int',ernation",l order more

d~lft)crath':, and in lack of rfHJPf'ct for human riqht.A and th~ 8over~iqnty of

na~i('\n8 throuqh unjust1 f ip.o interfe ranee. It (~LiYPV• ." W. 8.!.=.!!.!)

In an interdltpendf!rlt world, with ,\ tiq~lt netW('1rl< of int4l!rnational relationll4,

it iF' the responflihilit.y of all to !!leek the well-hoinq l.,r mllnkinl1 "nd it l.A now

~Rsp.ntial that we wor~ together to find concr~te anAwers qUiCkly. ThRt task is

laid down in th.. purposes ..nd principles or the Un1tnfl Nations Charter, WhOIUt 9O.. lA

will have to he attained, eVttn within the financial l1mitationB which are such c1

oonstr~~nt on t~e Organization.
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My delegation agrees that there is la need to plan more appropriately the rieat

ColMlittee'" treatment t:f the iteq hefore it, without prejudice to the tact that

certain subjects should he dealt with in other hodi •• that "lao conailller

disarmament matters. On the other hand, we advocate permanent co-ordination

hfltwe~n the nodi•• an~ forums at the Uni ted Na t ione eys tem wi th regard to

diAarmament. natterR. We mURt avoid a 10s8 of efficiency and duplicaUn9 efforts.

at.herw 111\0, in the long rUrI ti me wUl he lORt in dea11n9 with an urgent talk.

I wlAh to refer now to a few specific aUhj.cta involved in the proce.a which

will enl'Me man to achieve peace through dharmament.

After 11 nuclea r contl agration, th.. frontier a hetw..n n"tions would diaappear,

hut not in order to produce a peacefUl community of nationa, hut hecau.e of the

COlmlOfl denominator of the planet'R destruction. Therefore, nucl.ar di.armament ia

IS mattfl!r of priority, involving the whole international community. All of u. - big

or small, rich or poor, those with nuclear weaponl and tho•• without. - would be the

victimA it a nuclear conflagration were to occur. Accordin91y, we are all

interer.ted and ",11 irlVolved in proqr4!81\ in this ti"ld. This ia yet further proof

of the np'p.d for hipolarity to give WilY to multipolarity, IItd with it to an

IItmosphere morA conducive to understanding between the Powere and the whole

intfl!rna tiond community. We hope that the proqresA made in rela tione hetween the

tJnit~d States and the Soviet Union will continue to he confllol1dated and broadened,

AO that the ini tial diRarlMlMnt steps - thORe taken with regard to

intermedi",tft-ranqe w~apons - will lead to agr.ement~ covering strategic nuclear

weapenA, short-range nuclear weapons and conventional forcee.

The Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear WeaponA 18 to he held soon in Geneva. Malcing that

Treaty universal would be an ettpctive step toward. nuclear diaarmament and would

mark a Quo!l1itlltive change in international relations. It ie in the interest or all

•
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mankind that the proce•• continue beyond 1995 and he conaolidated aa a mechaniam to

prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and steer the use of nuclear energy

toward" peaceful purposes, promoting An increase of international co~p.ration to

that end.

My delegation ha. noted the progress with regard to chemical weaponA. The

Par is and Canberra Conference. and the talk. hetween the Unite~ ~tlllteA and the

Soviet Union are bringing about an appropriate atmoaphere tor producing a juridic~l

framework for the prohihition of the manufacture, stockpilinq ~d u•• of chemical

weapons.
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Ecuador full y supports th 18 common e Hor.t and app.ala to all State. to incr•••• th.

action on this important issue. It would be .asi.r, now, to atop manufacturing

chemical weapons than it would be, la t.r, to d•• troy the ar.enal. of .uch l.thal

w.apon., which have alr.ady caused 10 much moral and mat.rial damag••

My country flupportfll, and participates in, all ini ttaUve. tending to the

cr.ation, through the concert~d will of Stat•• in var.iou. r.gionl of the world, of

Ion•• of peace, demilitAriz~d zone., and nuclear-weapon-fr•• zone.. To hr.oaden the

frontiers of peace and confidence among p.opl •• , it is ••••ntial that thi" will

Ahould maair.llt it.elf in other parU of the world. 'l't\1a the whole plan.t could he

compo.ed ot zon•• of peac. and co-op. ration. Any nuclear t.lt is an Oh.tacl. to

the lMint.nanc. ot zon•• ot peace. It la th.r.for••~ ....ntial that progr••• hI) made

in r••pect of commitments to •• tahlish or broaden the 1.gAl tr~m.work for a ~tal

ban on nucl.ar-w.apon teats.

Ver i Hcation is vi tal to the ful fUment of the oonmi tmenta to susp.nd nuclu r

tests. The Conference on Disarmament, in it. report, oh.erve. that certain

countries f.el that v.rification is a political issu.. Cl•• rly, if Stat•• had the

polt ticd will to advance along the road of diBarnvunent, nndern technol,:qy could be

used to meet the reauirernents of verification and to facilitate the fulfilment of

~iAarmamRnt commitments. We hope very much that this political will will he

manif.At~d 1n concrete action rather than in mere declaration. of principle.

Ecuador has alwayB suppor tad disarmalMnt inl t ia tivellJ in La tin Amer iC8. It

signed the Declaration of Ayacucho and the Walhington Decl.ration. It. willingne••

to negoti8te .uch progressive disarmament agr ••mentA indicated pr09f~s.. Ecuador

maintainl itA commitm.nt, which, indeed, is now atrong.r than ever in vi.w of the

economic crh'iI afflicting the entir. r.gion. It 11 ••••nti.l that re.ourc... be

augment.d if g,owth .nd 6conomic dev.lopment are to be revived. Thi. can be done
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The Ecuador i~ ini tia tive in .ecur inq an agreelMnt on the 1 imi tc\ t ion of

milttary procurement was .upported hy the Andean pre8ident~, and the agreement was

e!I .. hrined in the recent Cartagena declarati(')n. My country again st.lIteA it ..

position and hopes v~ry much that in the futuro a Ruitahle climate will develop,

leadi ng to progress in this tteld.

The arm. trade is one of the main obstacle. to peace. As we all know, peace

is not merely the ahs.nce of /lfIMd conflict, it 18 also the rejection of violence

in all ita manite8tations and the adoption of a positive attitude of flolidMity and

co-operation, an attitude of identification with freedom, d&mocracy and justice.

There is, however, a cruel reality which today prevents the consolidation of an

atmosphere of peace in nuch of La tin America. The arms trade, which feed"

terrorism and the activities of the drug traffickers, which corrupts individuals

...,H' destahilizes StateR, waR deRcribed well by PreRident VirgUio Barco of Colomhi...

when he addressed the General Assembly.

~I country believes that the universal conscience is maturing as regard" the

nf!p.d to adopt pORi tive dinarlMment measurea. Ecuador believes th"t, just as the

qreat Powera are ohliged to apply good faith and urgency in fulleAt meAsure to the

neqotiation8 in order that hroad and effective agreements might hp. achieved, WP.,

the smaller COllntr ies, also have an important role to play. For th iA purpoRe, our

attitude must bp equally dynamic and vigilant. In the la.1t analy"iA, we Arp.

convinced that all of us must take an active part in making the r",rth a peaceful,

safe and progreflsive world.

Mr. H1\SSAN (Uni ted A{ah Emirates) (interpretatior. from Arahic), It is "'I

honour' to congratulate you, Sir, on your election to the chairmanship of the First

Committee. I am confident that your wisdom and experience will enahle the

Committee to produce encouraging results.
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(Mr. H••••n, United Arab Erninte~)

At the present tiq when m.. 11 improving hb potenti.l ~d hh ability to

attain greater progress .nd • ~igher level of civili~.tion, at this time when he i.

work ing h.rd to harne.. h18 8C ien tiflc and technological developl'lllnt to ..et h18

needs, science and technology, unfortunately, are not always geared t~ meeting the

r",(~u irelMnts of human developl'lllnt. So.. time. they are geared rather to the

elimination of mank ind. To a large extent, technical progre•• i. Mvoted to the

m.nufacture of tools of de.truction. Moreover, huge re.ource. are waated on their

manufacture.

Special sessions, conference. and sympo.ia to di.cu•• the problem of reducing,

hanning, eliminating and de.troying armament., a. well as the conclusion of

hilateral, regional and multilateral agreel'lllnt. and protocols on this i••ue, are

testinony to the fact that thtt intflrnational community 18 aware of the need to

eliminate the.e weapon. hefor. they can undermine hUmin civilization - even human

11 fe.

'fhftre i~ no douht that people eve~ywhere are aware of the negative effect. of

military expenditure on economic development, human resource., financi.l flows,

indehtedness, socio-cultural conditions and civic .ervices at different level.. It

iA a het that the reduction of military activity can relea.e resourc.. that cannot

otherwiAe he used for Rocio-economic projectA. Moreover, the millions of people

engaqAd in the military sectors can beco.,. an important element in incre,"ing the

rate of development.

EXfJf9rtA emphaAize that military research and development consume ahout

25 per cent of the gloh.l research-and-developl'lllnt h~dqet. Moreover, a

proportionate percentage of scientiRts and engineers work in this field. The

accumulation of arms creates a climate of anxi@ty, fear and in.ecurity which hafl a

negative effect on the efforts to achieve steady economic development.
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(Mr. Haaa4n, United A.rab Emirate.)

Now that humanity ha. realized the danger of po••••• ing IOphiatioated weaponry

and w.apon. ot ma.' d.struotion, it is calling for their ~nandonment and their

de.truotion. H.ne. the Treaty b.tween the United State. of America and the Union

of Soviet Sociali.t Republic. on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and

Shorter-Range MisRil_a - INF Treaty. While we expres. our satisfaction at the

conclu.ion of that hi.toric Treaty, we hope that it i. only the first in a .erie.

of agre.ment. that will lead to the total elimination of nuclear weapons and other

weapons of ma•• da.tructi~n.

In the meantime we welcome the negotiations between the two super-Powera

toward. a 50 par cent re~uction in their atrategic nuclear force.. We hope that

the•• negotiations will .uccaed, that the d.aired objective will be achieved in

•• rvice to humanity .a a whole.
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(Mr. Hae.an, Unit.d Ar.b Emir.~)

We also hope th.t other nucl.ar-weapon Stat•• will negotiate annng th.m••lv••

a reduction of their nuclear ar.enals and that all nucl.ar-weapon Stat.•• will work

out a programme for the progreAsive and continu.d r.duction of auch ar ••nll••0

that a world free from nuclear weapon. can hecome • reality. 1'.... c••••Uon of III

nuclear teAting i. hut the initial _tep toward_ our ultimate ohj.ctiv., wt'\ich lA

the elimination of nucl.ar weapone. Tht_ can only he achi.v.d throug'" hroad.ning

the Acope of the partial teAt-han Tr.aty and thU8 creating a comprehen.ive

nuclear-test-han Tre8ty for all environmenta.

'l'hfll Final Declar"tion of the Parh Conf.unc., held in Jlnuary 1989, WI.. "

po9itive step toward. the elimination of chemical weapons, a. wa. the Gen.vI

Protocol of 192~ haMing the us. of chemical and hioloqical m.an. ot warfare.

My country, which participated in the Pari. Conference, i8 aware of the

A~riouA conseQuences of using chemical weapons, and it calls for their

elimination. While we condemn the U3e, production and etockpiling of all ~ind. of

chemical weaponA, we deem it important to deal with chemical weapone concurrently

with other weapons of mass destruction. It would not male....ne. to hlln chemical

wellponR wh He 1MV inq the door opon to n\Jcl eat and ot"er weapone.

'rhe Canherra Government-Industry Conferencft aC)a inRt Chemical Weaponl!J

demonFIf,rated th~ increaAing awareness of the grave danqer" inherent in the uae of

chemical Auhstances other than for th8 henefit of humanity. We ",.lcom. it.. fIIunwnary

Atl1tement and !'tope th.. t private-flJector producer .. of traditional weapon. will t'lold a

Rimi)~r confArence with r~vernmentR.

My delegation welcomeA the "tatem~nt of 23 Septemher 1989 by the Secretar.y of

State of the United State.. of America and the Foreign MiniRter of the Union of

Sovi.,t Social ht Repuhl io .. on chemical and hioloqical weapon.. and hope. it w11 t h.

followed by practical etepe leading to the total eUmination of both countriftR'
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stockpiles of such weapons. It was with satisfaction that we heard the

representatives of the two super-Powers declare their intention to eliminate those

weapons.

At the beginning of the age of detente and at this time of qualitative

progress in the relationship hetween the two super-Powers and the resultant

favourable developments in the international climate, wisdom dictates that we grasp

the opportunity afforded by the desire to replace confrontation with peace and

benefit from the mutual willingness to reduce the arsenals of nuclear and

conventional weapons. We should therefore pave the way for the reduction of naval

armaments, which are a grave threat to our world, with so many destroyers and

aircraft carriers constantly prowling the seas, causing concern and instahility and

further contributing to the pollution of the environment.

The illicit arms trade creates in the greedy and ill-intentioned an aggressive

desire for gain which leads to crime, terrorism and threats against the sovereignty

of States and the stability of societies. This trade is also a diabolical means

for the transfer of money a~d resources from where they are most needed for

development to the accounts of the ITOguls who conduct such trade.

My country also condemns attempts to transport radicactive and toxic wastes

from the North to the South and dump them in the terri tor ial waters of other

countries, on the high seas or in the territories of others. We ar.e suffering from

such attempts: the waters of the Gulf have been sailed by certain ships carrying

toxic waste intended for dumping off certain Gulf ports. But since those attempts

have been unsuccessful, the toxic wastes have been dumped on the high seas, and

this is a matter of grave concern for the countries of the region since it has

increased the pollution of the Gulf, threatening marine life there.
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(Mr. Hassan, United Arab Emirates)

We who suffer the hane of ar.maments should try to beaueath to future

generations a safer home in which they do not suffer as we do. Let outer space in

their time be free of the arms race and let it be the common domain of all humanity.

My country reiterates that it is essential to turn as many areas as possible

into nuclear-weapon-free zones of peace - in the Indian Ocean, SOuth A<;ia, !ati.n

America, the South Pacific, the SOuth Atlantic, Africa, Antarctica and the Middle

East.

In the Middle East, which the countries of the region are striving to turn

into a nuclear-weapon-free zone, Israel has, since the 1950s been working to

introduce nuclear weapons into the region, ·by manufacturing them locally, acauiring

them from abroad, or both. ~ this day, Israel has refused to submit its n~clear

facilities to international safeguards and has gone to great lengths in its nuclear

co-operation with the racist regime of South Africa.

Through its unremitting effort to assemble, stockpile and manufacture advanced

conventional weapons and chemical, biological and nuclear weapons in the service of

its expansionist and aggressive designs, Israel has become a huge weapons arsenal

that daily pra ctises oppress ion and terrorism against unarmed Palestinians who are,

like so many other peoples, striving to achieve self-determination. In addition,

Israel continues to perpetrate acts of aggr.ession against the countries and peoples

of the region.

Israel's recent test launching of an intermediate-range missile, whicm fell in

the vicinity of the city of Bengazi, in Libya, is further proof of its

determination to develop its nuclear capability in pursuance of its policy of

aggression.
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r.r~el 1. ~ Dtumblin~-blo~k imp~~linq the progre•• and develop~ent of th~

p~ople. ot the region. Its armed attack on thp Iraqi nuclear reactor provided

undeniable proof of it~ detetmirAtlon to hinder 611 the attempts of the countrie.

ot the Middle Ea.t to achi~ve advancement and d.velopm~nt. It il also contributing

to the creation and perpetuation of tension in other regionl of the world,

depriving the peopl•• of tho•• l.gion. of~h.ir right to development by ab~orbing a

qreat part of~ their financial resources through ita export. of weapons and other

mnan~ nf death and destruction. And it has roc~ntly come to light that some of its

citi1.en. have helped in thft training and organizing of drug trafficking gangs.

We appreciate the onqoing etforts of the United Nations and its bodies in

demon"trating the dangerR inherent in the arma race and the stockpiling ot

w~apon.. We applaud the Organization'. unremitting ••arch for means to halt and

eliminate the ~courg. of .rm~ment. We call upon the United NationR to intensify

tho.e efforts and to .el". the opportunity provided by the pre.ent propitiou.

intern4tlonal climate to ~chi.ve the ob1ectives for which it has b~.n striving for

decades.

Mr. MORTENSF.~ (Denmark)r I should like first of all to congratulate you,

Sir, on your election to the chairmanship of this important Committe~. My

congratulations a180 go to the other membors of Bureau. We truAt that onder your

leaderAhip this Committep. will conduct its hll~in~sA p.fficient)y and with 8ucceAB.

On the firAt day of our work the repr~BPntative ~f FrancA n'ad~ a statement on

b~ha1f of the 12 member State. of th~ Rurop.an Community. Denmark of cour~e fully

endors.s the views expr••~ed in Ambassador Morells Atatemel\t.
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The First Committ.e hu in r.ecent years witl'l....d M .ncolJugin<J dev'lopmlnt

towardR a more positiv., co-operfttiYe &nd non-con!ronta~ional atmosph.r., wh1~h

ahould \'le henttUcial to the work of the COMmittee. Last year, we saw 1.\ hiqher

per.e.ntage of consen.us r~aolu~l?ns in th~ First Committee than ever befor.. That

trend Ihould be pursued, •• r'llUlu Hon. on dicarmaJMlnt i ••ues will have a 91''' tel'

influ.nce on the disarmament proc.ss Wt'en they are QXpr. ••• ion8 of a conc.rted vi.w

ot the State. M.mbers ot the United Nationll.

The improved atmo8phere in t,he COlTl1litte. 11 a reflection of t"'e int.• rr..tional

"lt1J6 t ion and in par ticular ol the nuch improved rela Hon.. hetw",r. Eut .,d We.t

over the paflt r..w Yflarll. Recently 1n Wyominq, tlH~ United State.. and the Sovi.t

Un ion con tinuQd Md intend tied their d1ah.,q\J~ on a ~'.l de variety 0 f iuue8. That

positive development AflemR to havQ aCQuir~d a momentum of ita own an~ has gr.atly

influenced the whole ranqe of ~a.. t-We"t relations.

In the armR control and di~~rm.ment area, that trend has already produced 80me

promhdnq proquu, and the prospects for real hreakthrouqhs seem hriqhter now than

ever hefl'>re. At their rocent hiqh-level meeting .. , the United State! and the Sovi6lt

Union have t.lken new, important !ltfJPl! towards broadening ·the area of aqreement on

important arms-control and disarmament. taBues. In Europe, the Vienna neqotiation"

on conver.tional forces in Europe havE' had et good start, «'Id we are optimistic that

an aqr'!flmenl on C'onventional armed forces in Europe can hP. worked out in the ne'"

fu ture.

Ui~armament, however, iA not th. prer~gative of the .uper-Power~ or of th~

European countri.". DiAarmament and tl".e hu ildinq of greater conHc\ence ar.d

fIIecurity "re needed in all part.. of the world and all Melmel:' Statll8 tMar a

relpon~1hi\ity. Multilateral dllarmament 1neaeureR are therefore nflc.Il\'HY to

support ftnd RupPlemnnt bilateral and regional arl1\,,-control and dl'4armamerlt

measure•• The United N"UonB haA a special M\d very impoy·t.ant t'ol. to play .-,V
. • H~ ~m_t~ __.I_'-IrS.I••g
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continu1n9 the pr•••ure Md enr.:ouragement with th,. aim at pronntinq dtaul1vunent

world wide. Further progre•• in cUurmament IIlh;,uld h. pur.".d In ... framflwork of

podth. interaction hetweon the ntultlhteral I'nd hllatGral dil\lftMionft of the

"tlqotia ting proce,,". In th"t prOCtUhl, thft Hr It COl'Mli ttee hA" lit CfJnt',r 1'\1 po. i th)".

on nucloar dftt'Hr~nce. 1'''. two IIup.r-Powern have /Mde It Miqniticant first atop

with the Treaty on th~ Rlimin~tion of Intermedt~t.-Ranq~ ~nd Shorter-Range

MhaUe:J - IN!" Tr.,ty - and are continIJinq neqotbtlona ..m a '\0 per cffnt: reductlon

of tholr It:r,stegic nuclear w.apenK, wnieh wtr~ given I"GW impetuA "t the m•• tinq ln

he lIolved, so that a nt".lw, lmport"nt 'hil.... ton" on thft rM" to nUC1(!lH dilarl1Y.1mtlnt

may ht r.~ch.d 1n th* near future.

c:ontril"oution to lnt":trnat.1c,)/\lAl Atl\hility Ilnl1 flIecI/rltV. Strong inttHMtlonftt ~lIpport.

f.or till!! NPr re,.,1". 11:1 ftuenthl for hutltf1nq r.onfldflnc., "t hoth th" 1110hal ""d thf!

[I:'t;cnt ilH:col'lslon", hut note lit the RltrM HIM th,l\t ROIM lmp()rt.'1n'~ cO\lntritHI rAmll\n

nut.,.icie the Trollty. Wft urq...,ll !1t.lltttfl th~t hav\~ ,,<."It vat (Inn ... nn to lnin tho NP'r,

which hI''' the widftst. ndh,.r"nc" (If ..ny ISrm,,-cf.'ntre:-l aqrt'HlmAnt •

• n imlX'rtant occI,,1on, which $t"lould "IHve t,") Atrerll~then th .. Treaty furth"r. 'rhe

Cont.,rence t':lke. pliSCfI dgai".t thl!! hl1ckground of reportB of thfll rllchlar tamhit1onr.

of certain countriftl!l in di fferctnt part. of UHt world. 'that lA o!I IMtter ()f. great.

concern. All p.uti •• to the 'rreaty should work ..ctlvely to enllure thtt "ucc~Raf\~l
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OUt:C()IOO of th~ RfltviClW Conhrence, which will contrihute to prftleNinq and enhancinq

the Non-P[l')lihration 'l'rflAty.

The cJ:'ution ef "uc)ear-wft~pon-fr$e 2tmeA 11"\ various pl\rta of the world could

h~ An in\por tAnt C'ontri hut ion to Mm-proU hra t ion and to the disarmament procet"l in

qe~eral, eR~cially in areas wher~ not ~ll ~)untrie8 have accerled to thfl

n~n·prol1r.r4kion Treaty. ~lch 70neA mUAt take account of the characteristics of

ltBell r~~qlon, and hn h~tllt'!d 0" arr",nCjflmflnt!'l frtlrely arrived at hetwflftn all the States

ol tn~ reqionB concGrn~d.

A.1'I bl1ue C1«."\881Y rill at.,d to th..-t of non-proliferation ill' the concl UR ion of IS

comprfltlftMiw) nuclea ... -test-·hM trfl!nty, which in our view hi onf! of th. priority

i~UluellJ on the Hqend.. of tl",(; Firllt Convnitte.. OVtH the vearR, DflnmArk has urged and

"UPPol,'':f'd a{'r.,rtfl I'limtd Jtt the flarly conclufIlion of It treaty hanninq all nuclear

teAt~, in hll envi'~nmentR, hy all StateA, ~nd for all time. While not an end in

it",.lf, l'l compr'thenmivt. tflfJt-hlln t~eaty would he IH. important !!Itfl.lP toward.. nuclear

no. ·nuclfo:l:lr-w~,lpc.")n St.i:\t.flA. I\R.' n@<;4otutinl) body attflndp.d by all t'iVfl

Multll~t~ral n~~otl~tion" on th~ te~t-han i~Aur Nhould t~~~ plac~. W~ rftqr~t,

WfII I'lIlVfa. ,,11'0 t ... l<~n note of thl' het that: 01'1(' third or. thp partieA to th.,

pI.,tial t~flt-h.,n 'l'rftaty of 1961 haVfl rftClu,~fIIted tnfl eOnV4H'l inq r~f an amAndmen t

Cl')nffl r p,r.c~ \of i th a v 1.'" ,to tr,.n sformi nC) that 'rY'N,t." in t.o " cx>mpr e!'lfJ'lR 1ve test-han
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(Mr. Mortensen, Denmark)

treaty. My country will of course play its active part in the deliberations at

such a conference.

We welcome recent progress in the bilateral step-by-step negotiations between

the United States and the Soviet Union on nuclear testing, and we hope as a first

result to see very soon the ratification of the two bilateral threshold treaties.

The intensive talks and negotiations as well as the joint verification experiment

have marked a qualitative step forward in expanding the area of agreed ver.ification

procedures.

Let me now turn to another sUbject of great interest to my country: the issue

of conventional disarmanent. While the possession of nuclear. weapons is restricted

to a small group of States, conventional arms· are present in all par.ts of the

world, and in a large number of coun tries the conven tional ar sena Is are

substantial. The expenditure on conventional armaments and forces absorbs an

overWhelming proportion of all military budgets in the world and is a serious

economic burden to many countries, diverting resources much needed for

developnent. Conventional disarmament is th~refore a problem of a truly global

character, and the United Nations has a special and important responsihility to put

that issue high on the agenda of its disarmament deliberations. Denmark has over

the years taken a number of initiatives to promote discussions on general

guidelines and principles for conventional disarmament which could be a positive

contribution to regional efforts. We hope that the Disarmament Commission will be

able to reach agreement on a substantial report on that issue at its 1990 session.

The question of international arms transfer has always been par,t of the

conce~t of conventional disarmament, and we welcone General Assembly resolution

43/75 I, which encourages more openness and transparency with regard to arms

transfers and also considers the problem of illicit arms trade. We see this as an
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imp<lrtant firf1t ~top In ... (~ontin\lp.d COl1:lidFontillll l,y tht> lInit.£Hi Nationp. of that

hf! notl'\C1 thl'\t th~ principlf' of \l,)(lll\lint~hf'd :wCllrity hl\~\ j\ ~pp.ctal importance with

req"ro to navi.,l rl\F\i'lrlMroont in c()nrtf!quenc.~ of wpll··known qooqraphir:/ll asymlMtriM'.

Openness, t.rllnspl1rency and ohi(>(~tivf! informlltJol) ",re import/'llnt for naval aR well ll!\

for other diAMmI'lIIMn t ",reaR. A deepallp.d in t.erna tional diliClJ88 ion in appropr ia te

multilateral torul'M, with a view to estahlishinq t.he neceRRary precondition" for

further d~veloplTll'lnt of contidencf"- and e~curity-hllildinq meaSU[l!fI and disarmament

il'\ called for, in the lH'@a of maritime forceR ,\8 well.
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My tinal remllrkA concern the que!'ltion of chemical WMpons. Oenmark urqeA the

ear ly conel us ion in the Conference on Diaarmament ot a glohl11 convention totlllly

hanning chemical weapon!'. ThiA is a common goal of the international community, 119

was demonAt~~ted hy the PariA Conference laRt January. It was a strong political

signal that the necesAary political will exists to overcome the remaining hurdles

and reach an early agreement ~n a total ban on chemical weaponA. Valuable impetuA

to the negotiationA in C'~neva has also heen provided recently hy the

C'overnment-Industry Conference against Chemical. Weapona held in Canherra, by the

Uni ted States-Soviet Union joint statement on chemical weapons with the melOOr.andum

of understanding regarding a hil"'t~ral verification experiment and datll exchange,

and by the proposa Is presented by the two super-Powers to the C',en9ral Assemblv. AA

a convention on the proh ihi ti()n and dellltrlJction ot chemica 1 weapons is one of the

hiqheAt pr iori tieA in the disarmament process 1t iB important that the negoti", tions

~hould not get lORt in technical dp.tails hut Ahould rather keep the pol itical qOllll

of a qloh~l hlln in thp. forefront of IIttention. We cIll} upon 11111 partieA to the

negoti~tionA to contrihute to an early A01utton to the remaininq isAueA 1'10 that a

convention can ha concluded in the near future.

In (~onc] L1fHnq 1et mp refer to tloje ~eport of the Secretary-C';pneral to the

rrP.nerill t\ARemhly at itR forty-fourth !'IeARion, in which it iR noten that a quarter

diA",rmalTlP.nt. 'fhis iA !'leen <HI an innic",tion (')f the dP.pth .lnd continuity of thf'!

I\AAenn1y'R concern with thORE'! iRRlleR, it "lAO reflects the coMideration that the

United N"tionA should continu~ to he at the forefront of multl1ateral efforts in

th is field. The Becretary-Genert11 al.~·.o lIuskes the lX> int, however, that the numher

of reAolutil)nA and o!l reiteration of old po!\itions doeR not !Met the dem",ndA of new

circull\Atances. We I:lhould keep this in mind, and hy way of new and constructive
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approache~ to the prohlems hefore UR we should all contrihute to makinq the work of

the First Committee during this session of the C~nAral AAsemhly meAt the d.mandA of

the new c i rcumA t ances •

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish). Before adjourning thA

meeting, I should like to remind delegations that Monday, 30 Octoher, is the

deadline for the suhmission of draft resolutions on itemA 49 to 69 "nd lr;l. 1

would ask delegation!! to hand thpir draft reBolutioml in to the Recret.viat aA SOon

as possihle for procbssinq, es~cially those drafts th~t may have financial

implicationR. '1''''iR will no douht: facilitate the work of the CommittAl" and will

qive memer States sufficient time for conAultatlons ~n<i comment!'! when trt~ draft

resolutionA are di~cus~ed.

The following speakers are on the liAt for the meeting this ~fternoonl

Indone,da, Norway, Ireland, Costa Rica and Banq~.adp.Ah.

The meeting rORe at l2.l~ p.m.
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