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By resolution adopted on 12 February 1946, the General Assembly 

decided with certain reservations to take the steps necessary to ensure the 

uninterrupted exercise of the functions and powers of a technical and 

non-political nature, vested in the League of Nations by virtue of 

international conventions, including those relating to statistical 

activities. 

The Statistical Commission considered this matter at its first session 

and requested that the Secretary-General prepare a draft of a protocol 

amending the International Convention Relating to Economic Statistics (1928) 

and to submit the draft for consideration by the Commissi.on at its next 

session {E/CN.3/SR.4). 

Accordingly, the Secretariat has prepared the attached Draft Protocol 

amending the Convention and an Annex containing the amendments to 

particular Articles of the Convention which are to be superseded by new 

provisions as a result of the transfer of functions under this Convention 

to the United Nations (Annex II). There are attached also t·wo draft 

resolutions (Annex I) which the Statistical Commission will wish to consider 

for recommendation to the Economic and Social Council and to the General 

Assembly, in order to effectuate the transfer of functions. 

/ANNEX I 
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ANNEX I 

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

A. Draft Resolution for Submission to the Economic and Social Council 

~ ita Forthcoming Session 

TRANSFER TO THE UNITED NATIONS OF FUNCTIONS AND POWERS EXERCISED BY 

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS UI\lDER TEE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

RELATING TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS SIGNED AT GENEVA ON 14 DECEMBER 1928 

WHEREAS, under the International Convention of 14 December 1928 relating 

to Economic Statistics, the League of Nations was entrusted with certain 

functions and powers, and 

~ in its Resolution adopted on the report of the League of Nations 

Committee on 12 February 1946 the General Assembly declared the willingness 

of the United Nations to assume the exercise of certain functions and powers 

previously entrusted to the League of Nations under International Agreements, 

and referred to the Economic and Social Council to take the necessary measures 

with respect to functions of a technical and non-political character, and 

WHEREAS the Economic and Social Council recognizes the desirability 

of ensuring continuity in international co-operation relating to economic 

statistics, 

THEBEFORE: 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

RECOMMENDS that the General Assembly approve the assumption b,y the 

United Nations of the functions and powers exercised by the League of Nations 

in respect of economic statistics under the above-mentioned International 

Convention, as provided in the attached draft resolution and draft protocol 

REQUESTS the Secretary-General to inform the Members of the United 

Nations of this recommendation in order that their representatives at the 

next Session of the General Assembly may be given authority to sign the 

Protocols; 

CONSIDERS that, in view of the Resolution of the General Assembly on 

the relatione of the Members of the United Nations with Spain, adopted on 

9 February 1946, all action under these Protocols and the Conventions 

mentioned above should be suspended with respect to the Franco Government 

in Spain as long as this Government is in power. 

B. ~ft Resolution to be Submitted b,y the Economic and Social Council 

!o the General Assembly 

TRANSFER TO THE UNITED NATIONS OF FUNCTIONS AND POWERS EXERCISED BY 

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

RELATING TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS SIGNED AT GENEVA ON 14 DECEMBER 1928 

/TFIE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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Des~~ous of continuing interne.tiona.l co-operation relating to 

econonJic statistics 

APF!·:OY.E.S the Protocols vrhich accompany this Resoh1tion; 

URGJ:LG t),<.tt the~r shall be signed without deley by all the States who 

are P£>rties to the above-mentioned Convention; 

RECOMMENDS that, pending the ent17 into force of the aforesaid Protocol, 

effect be given to its provisions by the Parties to the Convention; 

INSTRUCTS tho Secreto.ry-General to perfor11. the ftmctions conferred upon 

him by the aforesaid Protocol P.::Jon its entry into force, and 

DIBECTS the Economic end 3ocial Council an;,;. t:•e Secretax7-G-eneral in 

vie~., of the General Assemb~y~ s Resolution on th':· :~:'S'lationa oi·· ~:r.t.:"t:Jers of the 

United Nations with Sp::l.in, ado·;;rt;ed on 9 Febr-·J.arr l.]~6, to SU'if•.J:>d all action 

under the Protocol and the Co~:vention mentioned .:~:)(.JVe with rc-;~~ect to the 

Franco Government in Spain as long as this Government is in power • 

. /DRAft I'P.·)TOCOL 
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DH.tCtrT PF.QIIOCOL TO Alv!!~ND TE:E ThiTER'ThTIOl'TAL 

COIIJ"VEN'£ION BKL.,Ci,.IJ..'ING TO ECONOMIC STATIS'l1ICS, 

SIGNED A.T GEl-lEVA ON 14 DECEMBER 1928 

The Pcrties to the present Protocol, consider~ng that under the 

Convent:'.on on Economic StatiGtics, signed at Geneya 14 December 1928, the 

Lcagl~.e of N8.t~.ons was itwested with certain duties and functions for whose 

continued performance it is necessary to meko p:cov:!.slon in consequence of 

the dissolution of the Leacuo of Natio11s} and considering that it is 

expedient that these duties an:~ ±'tmctiovs should be performed henceforth 

by the United Ne.tions, he:.."eby a.g.cee as follows: 

Art:!.cle I 

The Parties to the present Protocol, undertake that as between 

themselves they will, in accordm1ce with the provisions of the present 

Protocol, attribute full lee;al force and effect to, end duly apply the 

ame~oments to those instruments as they are set forth in the P~nex to the 

present Protocol. 

Article II 

The Secretary~General shall prepar~ a teA~ of the Convention as 

revised in accordance with the present Protocol and shall send copies 

for their information to the Governments of every M€mber of the Dnited 

Nations and every ~tate Non-Mehlber of the United Nations to which this 

Protocol is open for signature or acceptance. He shall also invite parties 

to ~~e cforesaid Convention to apply the amended text of this instrument 

as soon as the amendments are in force, even if they have not yet been 

able to become parties to the present Protocol. 

Article III 

The present Protocol shall be open for signature or acceptance b,y 

any of the Po~ties to the Ccnvention of 14 December 1928 relating to 

Econo~ic Statistics, to which the Secretcry-General has communicated for 

this purpose a copy of thiA Protocol. 

Article IV 

States may become parties to the present Protocol by (a} signature 

without reservation as to approval; (b) acceptance which shall be affected 

by the deposit of a fol1nal instrument with the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations. 

.Article V 

The present Protocol shall came into force on the date on which two 

or more s·tatee shall have become parties thereto. 

The amendments set forth in the Annex to the present Protocol shall 

come into force when the majority of parties to the Convention of 

/14 Decembex- 1928 
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il~ December 1928 en Eco11omio Sto.tis'L:tcs have 1)ecome :part:!.es to the present 

Protocol and consoquuntly ~my State beocmins a Party to the Convention after 

the amendmunts thereto have coree into force shall become a Party to the 

Collvcntion as so amondod. 

Article VI 
In accordance with paragra1Jh (1) of Art~.cle 102 of the Chorter of 

the United Nations and the reculc.tions puremrmt thex·eto ado:;?ted by the 

Gene1·al .Ass0mbly, the Soc:net:J.ry-General of the United Natj_ons is authorized 

to effect regist::.·o.t::.on of t'hG p::."\3SEmt Protccol ar:d of the amendments ms.de 

by the present Protocol on the l'espoctive dates of their entr·y into force 

and to publish the P.rotoco~- and the rev·lsed text of the Convention of 

14 December 1928 on Econon~c Statistics as socn as possible. 

Article VII 
The present Protocol of which the Chint::se, English, Russian and S)anish 

texts are equally authentic, shall be depoeited in tho Archives of the 

United Nat::!..ons Secreto.rj.at. The Convention to be c.nended in accordance l·rith 

the Annex being in the Englis!J. and French languages only, the English end 

French texts o~ the Pxmex shall equally be authentic texts and the Chinese, 

Russian and S:pa11ish texts shall be translations. A certified copy of the 

Protocol, including the Annex, shall be sent by the SecretorJ-General to 

each of the States P&rties to the Convention relating to tho Economic 

Statistics Convention of the 14 December 1928, as well as to all States 

Members of the United Nations. 

IN FA~TH WBEREOF the undersigned be:ng duly authorized thereto by 

tholr respective Governmento signed the present Protocol on the dote 

appearing opposite their respective signatures. 

DONE at • • • • • • • • • this • • • • • • dey of • • • • • • 194 • • 

/ANNEX II 
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A!\TIJEX II 

TI-JJ:ERNA'riONI-lL CO.NV.!!:NTION Ril!..ATING TO ECONOH!CAL STATISTICS 

In ~~;,.?};~_.,?,t_~~.!!£n_fg_(£!.).: "Food and Agricultural Organization 

of the United Nct:!.ons" shall be subs'titut8d for "Inter:oational Institute 

of !l{,-ricv.ltur-J". 

~ge. 8 shall read: "In addition to the particular functions 

which are entrusted to the Stc.tistica::!. Commission of the United Nations 

under t~e provisions of the present Corrvention and the instruments annexed 

thereto, it mo.y mnke an~r suggestions which appeer to be useful, for the 

p-urpose of improving or amplifying the principles and arrangements laid 

down in the Convention concerning the classes of statistics dealt with 

the:.Ae:ln. It may also me.ke suggustions in regard to other classes of 

statistics of a similar character in respect of which it appears desirable 

end practicable to secure internetionel uniformity. It ehall eJC4'1mine all 

. sv.cgcst:!.ons to the some end which may be su1:mitted to it by tho Governments 

of an,y of the High Contracting Parties. 

The Commission shull not make any suggestions in respect of statistics . . 
relating to public or private fin::mce (public debt, revenue c.nd e:ll.":per.di ture, 

bcmking, the. money market, stock exchange, etc.), or without the previoG.s 

agreement of the appro];)rio:~e international inst:!. tutions or organizations ' 

in respect of statistics relating to agriculture, labour or transport. 

~le Economic and Social Council of th~ United Notions is requested, 

if at any time a desire to that effect is expressed by not less than half 

of those Members of the United NG.tions and non-member St<J.tes to wlJ:l.ch the 

Secretoxy-General of the United Nations has coremunicated a copy of this 

Convention, to convo!~:e a conference for the revision and, if it seems 

desirable, the amplification of the present Convention • 

.Article 10: In its first paragraph "Statistical Ccnmdssion of the __....._. .... _ .. 

United Nc,ticns" shall be substituted for "Cc.I;IDlittee of Experts referred to 

in Article 8". 
In its second paragraph 11Coi!lilliseion" shall be substituted for 

' 
~'Co:mmi ttee". 

Articl~ shall read: Any High Contracting Party may, at the time 

of signature, ratification or accession, declare that, in accepting the 

present Convention, he does not assume any obligations in respect of all 

or any of his colonies, protectorates, overseas territories or all trust 

territories for which he acts as administering authority; and the present 

Convention shall not apply to any territories named. in such decJ.aration. 

Any High Contracting Perty may give notice to the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations at any time subsequently that he deaires that the 

. /Convention 
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Convont~.on sho.ll ep:ply to ell or an;y of his territories which hove "Jecn 

mado the .:mbject of' a declc.ration 1mder the preceding paregrapn, and the 

Convention shall a:pp1y to all the torr~_tories named in such n~tice one 

~roar eftor its roce:i:pt by tht3 Secretary -General of the United Nations . 

.l'.ny HiE'); Con·brc.cting Pa:"'ty may, at any time afte1· the expiration of 

the five yet,rs• reriod mentioned in Article 16, declare that he desires 

thet tho present Convention ehall cease to appl:r to all or any of his 

colnn::es, protectorates, overseas te:r.:citories or all trust territories for 

which he acts as administvring ::;,ntlwr:tty 1 r!nd the Convention shall ce~,se 

to appJ.;<r to the ter:·::tories nD!L;.<3Ci ill such declaration six months after 

its receipt by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

The 80Crut'll'y-General of tho Un:l ted Nations shal2. conmmnicate to all 

the Heu1.:.ers of the Uni~.;,ed Na~ious and no~-:HrJ:0J!lbGr Sto,tes to "t-rhich he has 

CC1'\in1micatod a copy of this Convent::.on, c.ll declarc.tions <::md notices 

recoi ved in vh·tue of' this article. 

~t~~~2~_lg_. Its second }lerngraph ehccll read: The present CorJvention 

shall b0 rotified. As from tha date of entry into force of the Protocol 

signed at _______ to amend this convention the instrv.rnents of 

ratification shall be t1·ansrnitted to the Secretory-Gone1·al of the United 

Nations •·rho shall notify their receipt to all Members of the United Nations 

and to all non .. m&mber States to which he has communicated the present 

Convention. 

Article 13 shall ~·ead: From the date of entry into force of the Protocol 
-----~--

signed at _______ to a.tJ.end this ConYention the pres6nt Convention 

may be acceded to on behalf of any Member of the United Nations or any 

non;.mem"oer State to which the Econom:.c end Social Council may decide 

officially to coinmurJ:i.cate the present Convention. 

The instruments of access::on shall be transmitted to the Secretary-General 

of the '(fr}ited Nations, who shall notify their receipt to all the Members of 

the United Nations and to the non-member States to \Thich he has com.unicated 

a copy of this Convention. 

In Article _!5, "the Secretary-General of the United Nations" shall be 

substituted for "the Secretary-General of the Leagtw of Nations". 

Article 16. In its first paragraph "Secretary-General of the United 

Nations" shall be substituted for "Secretary-Ge:ne:t.•al of the League of Nations" 

and "Nombor of the United Nations" shall be substituted for 11Mem.ber of the 

Lecgue11
• 

Its seco%14 paragraph shell read: The Secretary-General shall notify all 

the members of the t~ited N~tions and the non-menber.States to which he has 
' ' 

communicated a copy of this Convention of an,r denunciations received. 

/In 1 ts third 
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In its third pe,ra(;"l.''a.rh "Meillbers of the United l'Iat.:ions11 shall be 

su.bstitut,;;d for "M01obers of the League". 

Article 17. Its second paragrauh shall read: The Govern.'IJ'J.eJ:lts of -.. --~-- .. --- .. 
countries vhich are ree.dy to accede to the Convention under Article 13, but 

desire to be nllm-rea to rr..e.l.:e any reservations •11i th regard to the application 

of the Convention may inform the Secretary-General of the United r:ations to 

this effect, who sho.ll forthwith co:m:rr.unicate such reservations to the 

Goverr..;.tsnts of' all countries on whose behalf ratifications or accessions 

have been dep~sltcd and c~quire '\>Thcther they have any objection thereto. 

If within six I:lonths of the c~ate of the communication of the Socretary.General 

no objections have been received the reservation shall be deemed to have been 

accepted. 

-- -· 
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