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TRANSFER TO THE UNITED NATIONS OF FUNCTIONS AND POWERS PREVIOUSLY
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RELATING TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS (1928)

Note Prepared by the Secretarlat
For Consideration Under Item 10 of the Provisional Agenda

By resolution adopted on 12 February 1946, the General Assembly
decided with certain reservations to take the steps necessary to ensure the
uninterrupted exercise of the functions and powers of a technical and
non-political nature, vested in the League of Nations by virtue of
international conventions, including those relating to statistical
activities,

The Statistical Commission considered this matter at its first sessilon
and requested that the Secretary-General prepare a draft of a protocol
amending the International Convention Relating to Economic Statistics (1928)
and to submit the draft for consideration by the Commission at its next
session (E/CN.3/SR.h4).

Accordingly, the Secreteriat has prepared the attached Draft Protocol
amending the Convention and an Annex containing the amendments to
particular Articles of the Convention which are to be superseded by new
provisions as a result of the transfer of functions under this Convention
to the United Nations (Annex II). There are attached also two draft
resolutions (Annex I) which the Statistical Commission will wish to consider
for recommendation to the Economic and Social Council and to the General
Assembly, in order to effectuate the transfer of funcilons.
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ANNEX T

DRAYT RESOLUTIONS
A, Draft Resolution for Submission to the Economic and Social Council

at its Forthcoming Session

TRANSFER TO THE UNITED NATIONS OF FUNCTIONS AND POWERS EXERCISED BY
THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
RELATING TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS SIGNED AT GENEVA ON 14 DECEMBER 1928

WHEREAS, under the Internmational Convention of 14 December 1928 relating
to Economic Statistics, the League of Nations was entrusted with certain
functions and powers, and

WEEREAS in 1ts Resolution adopted on the report of the League of Nations
Committee on 12 February 1946 the General Assembly declared the willingness
of the United Nations to assume the exercise of certain functions and powers
previously entrusted to the League of Nations under International Agreements,
and referred to the Economic and Social Council to take the necegsary measures
with respect to functions of a technical and non-political character, and

WHEREAS the Economic and Social Gouncil recognizes the desirability
of ensuring continuity in international co-operation relating to economic
gtatistics,

THEREFORE:

THE ECONOMIC AND SCCIAL COUNCIL

RECOMMENDS that the General Assembly approve the agsumption by the
United Nations of the functions and powers exercised by the League of Nations
in respect of economic statistics under the above-mentioned International
Convention, as provided in the attached draft resolution and draft protocol

REQUESTS the Secretary-General to inform the Members of the United
Natione of this recommendation in order that their representatives at the
next Segsion of the General Assembly may be given authority to sign the
Protocols;

CONSIDERS that, in view of the Resolution of the General Assembly on
the relations of the Members of the United Nations with Spain, adopted on
9 February 1946, all action under these Protocols and the Conventlons
mentioned above should be suspended with respect to the Franco Govermment
in Spain as long as this Govermment is in power.

B. Draft Resolution to be Submitted by the Economic and Social Council
¢ _the General Assembly

TRANSFER TO THE UNITED NATIONS OF FUNCTIONS AND POWERS EXERCISED BY

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
RELATING TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS SIGNED AT GENEVA ON 1% DECEMBER 1928

/THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CF THE UNITED NATIONS

Degirouvs of contipuing international co-operation relating to
economic statiatics

APTLOVES the Protocols which accompany this Resolution;

URGLS that they shall be signed without deley by 211 the States who
are Perties to the above-mentioned‘Convention;

RECOMMENDS that, pending the entry into force of the aforesaid Protocol,
effect be given to 1ts provisions by the Parties to the Convention;

INSTRUCTS the Secretory-CGemeral to perfornm the functlons counferred upon
him by the aforssaid Protocol vnon its entry intn force, and

DIRECTS the Economic and 3ocial Councll anl tie Secretarv-Ceneral in
view of the General Assembly®s Resolution on tie Xzlations oif Mooers of the
United Natlons with Spain, adopted on 9 February 1246, to suupend all action
undcr the Protocol and the Couventlon menticned apove with resgect to the

Franco Government in Spain as lomg es this Governmont is in power,

/IRA¥T? PROTOCOL
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TRAFT PROTOCCL, TO AMEND THE TNTERNATIONAL
CONVENTTON RiLATING TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS,
STGNED AT GENEVA ON 14 DECEMBER 1928

The Perties to the present Protocol, considering that under the
Conventlon on Economic Statistics, signed at Gemeve 14 December 1928, the
League of Netlons was invested with certain duties and functlons for whose
continued performance it is necessary to meke provision in consequence of
the dissolutlion of the Leaguc of Nations, and considering that it is
expedient that these dutics and functions should be performed henceforth
by the United Netions, hereby egree as follows:

Article T

The Parties to the present Protocol, undertake that as between
themselves they will, in accordance with the provisions of the present
Protocol, attribdute full legal force and effect to, and duly apply the
amendments to those instruments as they are set forth in the Annex tc the
present Protocol.,

Article IX

The Secretory-General shall prepare & text of the Convention as
revised in accordance with the present Protocol end shall send coples
for their information to the Govermments of every Member of the United
Nations cnd every State Non~Mewber of the United Nations to which this
Protocol is open for signature or acceptance. He shall also invite parties
to the cforesaid Convention to apply the amended text of this imstrument
as soon as the amendments are in force, even if they have not yet been
able to become perties to the present Protocol,

Article ITIL

The present Protocol shall be open for signature or acceptance by
any of the Parties to the Ccnvention of 14 December 1928 relating to
Economic Statistics, to which the Secretery-General hes communicated for
this purpose a copy of this Protocol.

Article IV

States may become parties to the present Protocol by (a) signature
without reservation as to approval; (b) acceptence which shall be affected
by the deposit of a formal instrument with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

Article V

The present Protocol shall come into force om the‘date on which two
or more States shall have become parties thereto.

The amendments set forth in the Annex to the present Protocol shall
come into force when the majority of parties to the Conventicn of
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14 December 1928 on Econcmic Statistics have become parties to the present
Protocol and conscguently any Steate beceming a Party to the Convention after
the amendments thereto have come into force shall become a Party to the
Couvention as so amended,
Article VI

In accordance with paragraph (1) of Article 102 of the Charter of
the United Nations and the regulotions pursuvent thereto adopted by the
Generval Asgsembly, the Secretary-General of the United Nations 1s authorized
to effect registration of tho precent Protccbl ard of the amendments made
by the present Protccol on the respoctive dates of thelr entry into force
and to publish the Protocol and the revised text of the Convention of
14 December 1928 on Fconomic Statistics as socn as possibdble.

Articie VII

The present Protocol of which the Chinese, English, Russian and Spanish
toxts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the Archives of the
United Natlions Secretoriat. The Convention to be cmended in accordance with
the Annex being in the English and French langueges only, the English znd
French texts of the Annex shall squally be suthentic texts and the Chinesc,
Ruesien and Spanish texts shall be translations., A certified copy of fhe
Protocol, including the Annex, shall be sent by the Secrelary-General to
each of the States Parties to the Convention relating to the Economic

tatistice Convention of the 14 December 1928, as well as to all States

Members of the United Nations.

I FAITH WHEREOF the undersigned being duly asuthorized thereto by
thoir respective Governments signed the present Protocol on the date
eppearing opposite their respective signatures, | ,

DONE &t o o . . o v o o o this . . . ... degof .. ... . 194, .

JANNEX II
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ANNEX IT
INTERNATIONAL CONVUNTION RELATING TO ECONOMICAL STATISTICS

In Article 2, Scction ITT (A): "Food and Agricultural Organization
of the United Netlons" shall be substituted for "International Institute

of Agriculturs”,

Article 8 shall read: "In addition to the particular functions
which are entrusted to the Stotistical Commission of the United Nations
under tae provisions of the present Comvention and the instruments avnexed
thereto, 1T mey meke any suggestions which appeer to be useful, for the
purpose of improving or amplifying the principles and srrangements laid
down in the Convention concerning the claasses of shatlistics dealt with
therein. It may also meke suggestions in regard to other classes of
statistics of a similar character in respect of which it appears desirable
and practlicable to secure intermotional uniformity. It ehall examine all

- suggestlons to the same end which may be sutmitted to it by the Govermments
of any of the High Ccntracting Parties,

The Commission shall not make any suggestions in respect of statlstics
relating to public or private.finance (public debt, revenu; and experditure,
benking, the money market, stock exchange, etc.), or without the previous
agrecment of the appropriate international institutions or organizations:
in respect of statistics relating to agriculture, labour or transport.

The Economic and Social(Council of the United Natioms is requested,
if at any time a desire to that effect is expressed by not less than half
of thos¢ Mombers of the United Notions and non-member States to wiaich the
Secretoxy-General of the United Natlons has communicated a copy of this
Convention, to convoke a conference for the revision and, if it seems
desirable, the amplification of the present Convention,

Article 10: In its first paragraph "Statlstiocal Ccmmission of the
United Noticns" shall be substituted for "Cormittee of Experts referred to
in Article 8",

In its second paragraph "Commission" shell be substituted for
"Committee" .,

Article 11 shall reaed: Any High Contracting Party may, at the fime
of signature, ratification or accession, declare that, in accepting the

present Convention, he does not assume any 6bligations in respect of all
or any of his colonies, protectorates, overseas territorles or all trust
territories for which he acts as administering authority; and the present
Convention shall not apply to any territories named in such declaration.
Any High Contracting Perty may give notice to the Secretary-General
of the United Natione at any time subsequently that he desires that the
| Jconvention



E/CN.3/33
Page T

Conventlon shall epply to all or any of his territories which heve been
medeo the snbjlect of a decleoration under the preceding paregraph, and the
Convention shall apply to all the territories nemed in such nobice one
rear efter Its recceipt by the Secretary-General of the United LKations.

Any Higl Contracting Party may, at any time after the expiration of
the Tive years' perlod mentioned in Article 16, declare that he desires
thet the present Convention chall cease to apply to all or any of his
colonies, protectorates, overscas territories or all trust territories for
which he acts as administoring ontiority, @nd the Convention shall cecse
to apply to the territories nomed in such declaration six months after
1ts receipt by the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

The Secretary-General of the United Natlons shall communicate to all
the Mewlers of the United Nations and noa-member Stotes to which he has
ccmmmicated a copy of this Convention, 21l declaretblions and notices
recelvaed in virtue of this article,

Article 12, Ite second porograph ehcll read: The present Convention
shall be rotified, As from the date of entry ipto force of the Protocol
glgned at o . o - o -~ to amend this convention the instruments of
ratification shall te transmitted to the Sceretory-Goneral of the United
Natlons vwho shall notify their receipt to all Members of the United Nautions
end to all non.member States to which he has commwmicated the present
Convention,

Article 13 shall read: From the date of entry into force of the Protocol
signed at _ _ o _ _ o to emend this Convention the present Convention
mey be acceded to on behalf of any Member of the United Nations or any
non-menmver State to which the Econom’c end Social Council may decide
officially to communicate the present Convention.

The instruments of accesslion shall be transmitted to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, who shall notify their receipt to all the Members of
the United Nations and to the non-member States to which he has communlcated
a copy of this Convention,

In Article 15, "the Secretary-General of the United Netions" shell be
substituted for "the Secretary-General of the League of Nations",

Article 16, In its first paragraph "Secretary-General of the United
Nations" shall be substituted for "Secretary-General of the League of Nations”
and "Membor of the United Nations" shall be substituted for "Member of the
Lecgue",

Its second paragraph shall read: The Secretary-General shall notify all
the members of the United Nations and the non-member States to which he hes
communiceted & copy of this Convéntion of any denunclations received,

/In its third
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In its third paragraph "Members of the United Nations" shall be
substitutod for "Mewbers of the League",

frticle 17. Its second paragraph shall read: The Guvernments of
countries which are ready to accede to the Convention under Article 13, but
Gesire to be allowed to melke any reservaticns with regard to the application
of the Convention may inform the Secretary-General of the United Iations to
this effect, who shall forthwith communicate such reservatlons to the
Goverrenve of all countries on whese behalf ratifications or accessions
have been depdsitcd and cnguire vhether they have any objection thereto,
If within six months of the date of the communication of the Scerstary-General
no objections have been received the reservation ghall be deemed to have been

accepted,

- - -





