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AGENDA I'BM 128'. PATTERN OF CONFERENCES (continued) (A/44/32 and A/44/502:
A/43/586, A/44/135 and Add.1 and A/44/221)

1. Mr. GUPTA (India) endorsed the views of those who felt that, given the
political and highly technical nature of deliberations in certain United Natiors
bodies, no unilateral cuts should be made in the conference-servicing resources
provided to them. However, bodies which recorded a consistently low "utilization
factor" should be asked to state the reasons for their poor performance, in order
that all United Nations bodies might be made aware of Member States' opposition to
the wasting of conference-servicing resources. His delegation welcomed the
proposal to expand the core sample of bodies whose meetings statistics ware subject
to review and felt that the procedure could be progressively extended to all
subsidiary organs of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council and
the other principal organs established under the Charter.

2 . The Committee's decision to consider at its 1990 session the report of the
Secretary-General on reviews of recurrent publications was welcome, but the fact
that such reviews had led to a net increase in the number of publications
underlined the n@d for further close scrutiny of the subject. With regard to
conferences and m@&ings, it might be useful to request that the Committee on
Conferences keep under review the changes in overall conference-servicing demand at
Headquarters and other principal duty stations and provide details of such changes
in reports to the General Assemb-Py. His delegation was also pleased to note the
continued efforts of the Department of Conference Services to apply new technology
and fully supported its plans to introduce the Documents Records, Information and
Tracking System.

3 . His delegation agreed with the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit to
the effect that the role of the Representation Unit in the Executive Office of the
Secretary-General should be reorganised and strengthened and that the process of
receiving and examining invitations should be separated from the approval
function. While the recommendation that attendance at international meetings
should be limited, as a general policy rule to only one representative was valid,
the executive heads of the specialized agencies should be allowed some flexibility
in particular cases. Statistics indicated that adequate discretion had been
exercised by the agencies in that matter, and by the United Nations in the case of
travel requests. It was important that such discretion should be maintained. His
delegation hoped that both tile Secretary-General and the executive heads would
devote appropriate attention to the conclusions and recommendations of the Joint
Inspection Unit.

4 . Mr. Vah rQ.
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5. Mr. AKHTARUZZAMAN (Bangladesh) said that conference services were crucial to

the success of United Nations meetings. As the tasks facing the United Nations
grew, the Department of Conference Services had to provide services for more and
more activities, and it thus became difficult to limit the number and duration of
meetings. The General Assembly had recognized the part that technological
innovations could play in improving conference planning and servicing. Yet the
Under-Secretary-General for Conference Services and Special Assignments had
reported that some parts of the technological innovations programme announced the
previous year had had to be postponed for lack of funds. It was to be hoped that
the necessary resources would be made available.

6. In 1989. for the first time, the Committee on Conferences had met as a
permanent subsidiary body of the General Assembly. In general, he supported its
decision to adopt a two-year programme of work. Although, under that work
programme. the Committee would not take up the question of documentation until the
following year, he wished to voice concern at the late issuance of documents
essential to deliberations in United Nations bodies. Documents must be made
available to delegations on time in all the working languages, and all the working
languages must be treated equally.

7. He urged those bodies and Secretariat departments with a low utilization rate
for conference services to improve their performance in that regard.

8. Generally speaking, his delegation was satisfied with the efforts of the
Committee on Conferences to schedule conferences and meetings throughout the year.
Every effort must be made to avoid overlapping. At the forty-third session, his
delegation had asked the Committee to give consideration to the needs of smaller
delegations in scheduling conferences and meetings: he wished to repeat that
appeal.

9. Finally, he noted that the Committee on Conferences was expected to consider
the finalized version of the chapter of the proposed medium-term plan for the
period 1992-1997 governing conference services before the Committee for Programme
and Co-ordination (CPC) took it up in early 1990. As far as his delegation was
concerned, consideration by the Committee on Conferences must be without prejudice
to work by CPC and the Fifth Committee on the plan.

10. Mr. DIABY (Senegal) said that his delegation endorsed the draft calendar of
conferences for the period 1990-1991, which represented a marked improvement in the
planning and co-ordination of meetings and conferences and took into account the
relevant reso;ations  and decisions of the General Assembly. The consideration by
the Committee on Conferences of the draft calendar of conferences and meetings of
subsidiary organs of the Economic and Social Council for 1990-1991  was also a step
in the right direction.

11. The report of the Committee on Conferences showed a slight decline in the
overall utilization of conference-servicing resources in 1988 as compared with
1987. Though some bodies had improved their performance, others had fallen well
below the recommended utilization rate of 75 per cent. His delegation therefore
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endorsed the Committee's decision to request its Chairman again to write to the
chairmen of the bodies concerned with a view to a more rational use of resources.
Because of the very complicated and delicate questions with which they were asked
to deal, some committees had difficulty in achieving the recommended utilization
rate and it should not be used as the sole indicator of efficiency.

12. The reforms under way should be accompanied by the adoption of a strict policy
in regard to recurrent publications. The intergovernmental bodies should play a
major role in evaluating the usefulness, quality and topicality of publications, as
required by the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly.

13. The central planning and co-ordination of all organizational aspects of
conference servicing was vital. By helping to prevent duplication and overlapping
and waste of all kinds, the Organization, while making savings, would develop a
clearer idea of its calendar of conferences and meetings. Such co-ordination was,
however, linked to some extent to the outcome of the in-depth study of the United
Nations intergovernmental structure and functions in the economic and social fields
and the resulting revitalization of the Economic and Social Council.

14. Referring to the chapter of the medium-term plan for the period 1992-1997
relating to conference services, he said his delegation welcomed the steps proposed
to ensure adequate servicing of meetings and conferences during the plan period and
hoped that due account would be taken of the comments made by the Committee on
Conferences at its substantive sessions. As the Under-Secretary-General for
Conference Services and Special Assignments had stressed in his opening remarks,
the Organization would be facing an increased demand for conference services. With
careful management of conference-servicing resources and with the help of the
technological innovations being introduced, it should be able to meet that demand.

15. At the forty-second session, the debate on the resolution on the equal
treatment of the official languages of the United Nations (resolution 421207  C) had
demonstrated the importance attached to the subject by the different language
groups within the Organization. In paragraphs 3 and 4 of that resolution, the
General Assembly called for the provision of adequate resources to meet
conference-servicing needs. Those needs were still pressing. Conference services,
in particular the interpretation, translation and editing services, were vital
elements in the functioning of the United Nations because they provided for
linguistic balance. Moreover, without those services, negotiation would be
impossible. The Secretary-General's report on the implementation of the resolution
(A/44/502) showed that the matter was still receiving the Administration's close
attention. His delegation would support any steps to make the necessary financial
resources available to the Department of Conference Services.

16. The Committee on Conferences had completed a successful first year as a
subsidiary organ of the General Assembly. He believed that the Committee, while
remaining a technical advisory body, was in a position to make a positive
contribution to the rationalisation of the Organization's conference and
documentation services.



A/C. 5/44/E%.  10
English
Page 5

17. M_r. IRUMBA  (Uganda) said that the annual debate on the pattern of conferences
tended to leave the real underlying issues and problems unaddressed. The
Department of Conference Services was left without any clear guidance or sense of
direction. All Member States must share responsibility for the absence of a clear
mandate for the Department. The matters that should be addressed were: the
precise number, content and duration of conferences and meetings included in the
calendar: the pragmatic criteria that should govern the number of documents issued
and their length: and the root causes of the underutilization of conference
services. The Secretary-General had frequently appealed for guidance in addressing
those problems. His delegation's position was that they could only be resolved
through a pragmatic and flexible approach which took into account the interests of
all Member States. The issues and concerns of the international community had
become so interdependent that no single Member State or group of States could
expect to have its views prevail over the interests of others. His delegation was
uneasy about the attempts by some delegations to have the Organization focus on
particular issues of interest to them at the expense of issues of interest to all
Members. Certain proposals for streamlining the calendar of conferences and
dealing with the problems of documentation gave grounds for serious concern. They
should be addressed, and conclusions reached, with due regard for the interests of
all Members.

18. The work of the Department of Conference Services was critical to the
successful operation of all United Nations bodies. His delegation therefore
attached particular importance to the enhancement of the Department's effectiveness.

19. His delegation had taken note of the list of bodies with a low rate of
utilisation of conference services and welcomed the conclusions of the Committee on
Conferences, in paragraphs 44 and 45 of its report, regarding the inadequacy of the
methodology applied in preparing the list and the failure to take into account the
contribution of informal meetings to the successful outcome of the work of the
bodies concerned. In evaluating the utilization of conference services, the
Committee should take into account the complex and delicate issues addressed and
the need for dialogue outside formal meetings which current criteria for evaluation
failed to reflect. It was also of paramount importance that, in performing its
work, the Committee on Conferences should fully respect the legislative mandates of
other bodies.

2 0 . The legislative mandates of other bodies should also be taken into account
with regard to the question of documentation. A flexible approach was required.
While documentation should be kept to the minimum, that should not be done at the
expense of information needed to facilitate dialogue, particularly on substantive
issues. His delegation noted the recommendation on the application of General
Assembly resolution 41/177  D on the provision of summary records and looked forward
to receiving the proposals of the Committee on Conferences at the forty-fifth
session.

21. The Committee's efforts to reduce peaks and valleys in the calendar were
welcome, but certain meetings of critical importance still overlapped. For
example, the forthcoming joint meetings of CPC and the Administrative Committee on
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Co ordinat ion (AK) over lopped with mrrotinge  of  tho  Fi f th  Commit.t.oa, Such clcishen
w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  troubleeoms  f o r  onlnll  Aaleqat.  ions,

22. The mandate of the Committoe on Conferences, wh.ich hnll b e e n  dixcu6secl .in
deta i l  at the  Party-third  seeeion of  the  Generisl Aasambly,  had been recommended for
odopt ion on the  c lear  unders tanding thnt. i t  wnn not .  to  he  r!onet.rued  AR  g iving t.ha
Cc,mmitteo  on  Confe rence6  any  ro l e  i n  t h e  b u d g e t a r y  p r o c e s s  o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o v e r r i d e
decie!.ons o n  programme6 and on meet ing6 and conferences  duly decided upon by the
l e g i s l a t i v e  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s , The General  Assembly  had endorsed thet
mandate  wi th  that  c lear  unders tanding. I t  would be detr imental  to a l l  Member
st.at.el7, and to the Committee on Conference6, fo r  any  de l ega t i on  to a t t e m p t  t o
ques t ion  tha t  important  decis ion of  the  General  Assembly by reopening the  mat ter .
Hie de l ega t i on  was preparad t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a  d i a l o g u e  i f  o t h e r - 6  ao w i shed ,  bu t  on ly
o n  t h e  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  reslolution  43/222  wou ld  t hen  have  t o  be
renegot.iated  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,

23, Mr I AI~Metid.  ..(Sy.r.inu..A~da  .Romblic.) resumed UM Choir.

24. Mr, DANXWA ( G h a n a )  s a i d  t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n  43/222,  wh ich  con fe r r ed  pe rmanen t
st.at.un on the Committoe on Conferences, repreaant.ed  t h e  G e n e r a l  ARRembly’n
expectations  and hope6 wi th  regard to  the  role  that  the  Commit tee  could  and should
play in the dr ive  for  maximum effJ.ciency, The draf t  ca lendar  of  conferences  and
meeting6 Cor the biennium 1390-1991 showed that the Committee horl made an
apprec!iable  eEfort t o  r educe  ove r l app iny , en6ure improved utilization of  conference
reEource6  And llave money by reducing the resort to temporary nssistance, Although
1116  de l ega t ion  wou ld  have  l i ked  to  688 a  r educ t i on  i n  t he  f r equency  and  du ra t i on  o f
meet ings , a6 envisaged by the  Qroup  of  High-Level  In tergovernmental  Exper ts ,  i t
recoynized t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r 6  t h a t  m i g h t  bril g abou t  such  a  r educ t i on  we re  outoide
the Committee’s juriediction, I t  t he re fo re  we lcomed  the  draft cnlendar  a 6  t h e  b e e t
thnt cou ld  be  p roduced  i n  t he  circwn6tances.

2s. T h e  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c o n f e r e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  a m o n g  t h e
con fe r ence - se rv i c ing  l oca t i ons  o f  t he  Unitecl Nntione shou ld  be  examined  i n  t he
l i g h t  o f  t h o  G e n e r a l  Aseembly  r e s o l u t i o n  rnquiring  mee t ing6  t o  be  he ld  a6 f a r  a 6
possible  a t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r 6  o f  t he  body  conce rned ,  H i s  de l ega t ion  wou ld  have
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  s u b s c r i b i n g  t o  a n y  arranyoment  t h a t  s a c r i f i c e d  e c o n o m y  f o r  the
sake of t h e o r e t i c a l  e q u i t y  o r  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  Memller S t a t e s .

26, H i s  d e l e g a t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  Committee’z  recommendationfi r ega rd ing  t he  l ow
r u t e  o f  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  con fe r ence - se rv i c ing  r e sou rce6  by  a  number  o f  bod i e s  and
uryecl thz C o m m i t t e e  t o  c o n t i n u e  its eZforts t o  r e f i n e  itt;  methodology. The
tryreenrent reached by the Commit tee , a 6  r e f l e c t e d  i n  p a r a g r a p h  4 5  cut t h e  r e p o r t . ,  ~66
0n(:ouriiylng, The  Commi t t ee ’ s  r ev i ew  o f  t.he d r a f t  b i e n n i a l .  cfilondnr o f  conferences
i\nd meeting6 oE s u b s i d i a r y  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  E c o n o m i c  nnd Socinl Counc i l  innpired h o p e
of inc  teclsed e f f i c i ency  th rough  rdtionalization.

27 . The  p roduc t iv i t y  and  e f f i c i ency  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Conference Serv i ce s  cou ld
tlnclouht.adly  b e  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e d ,  b u t  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  the “ f r e s h  outh’ide look”, d u r i n g
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the biennium 1990-1991, suggested in the Secretary-General's report (A/44/222,
plra.  104) was perhaps unfortunate. Any such review should await the analysis by
the General Assembly of the recent reforms and their effect on administrative and
financial efficiency. The Committee on Conferences should play a leading role in
that regard: the question could be included in the draft medium-term plan or, if
the Committee on Conferences felt it necessary, the services of the Joint
Inspection Unit could be utilized.

28. His delegation would unreservedly support the technological innovations
proposed by the Department of Conference Services, provided they were intended to
address the problems of the late issuance of documents, reliance on temporary
assistance, and delays in retrieval of information, and, above all, provided they
would promote efficiency without a disproportionate increase in expenditure.

29. The late issuance  of documents was a matter of serious concern. The cause had
been identified by the Under-Secretary-General as the late submission Of
manuscripts, a problem which lay outside the Department. The development of
understanding and co-operation with other units of the Organization to deal with
the problem was a specific objective that could be built into the medium-term
plan. It was, however, not necessary to wait until the plan came into effect in
1992, and the Committee on Conferences should take the matter up at once with a
view to the adoption of measures to improve the situation. It might, for instance,
be advisable for each document to indicate the date on which the manuscript had
been received by the Department of Conference Services.

30. The observations and recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) on
representation at conferences and meetings (A/43/586) were in general well
founded. While it was perhaps not appropriate to fix a general limit on
participation, as JIU did in recommendation 3 (b), participation should serve a
clearly identified purpose. It should be properly authorized, prepared in advance,
effective and properly evaluated after the event.

31. The Department of Conference Services was fundamental to the success of
multilateral diplomacy, particularly within an organization such as the United
Nations which had six official languages, all of which should receive equal
treatment. His delegation was ready to contribute to any effort to enhance the
Department's capacity to play its role.

32. Ms. RABB (Pakistan) said that the new status of the Committee on Conferences
constituted an acknowledgement of the importance of conference servicing to the
proper functioning of the Organization. Her delegation had noted with satisfaction
the efficiency and sense of purpose with which the Committee had conducted its
business during the first year under its new mandate and believed that its new
biennial approach would enable it to deal with issues in greater depth. Efforts to
adapt the calendar of conferences with a view to ensuring the optimum utilization
of conference-servicing resources should be maintained, as should compliance with
the established-headquarters principle.
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33. Application of a 75-per-cent "utilization factor" as the criterion for
efficiency should not lead to a reduction in services, but the practice of
addressing letters to the chairmen of bodies that failed to make adequate use of
the facilities provided to them should be continued. Her delegation welcomed
efforts to refine the methodology used to measure utilisation of services, through
the inclusion of information on informal consultations and on time lost owing to
the late start or early adjournment of meetings. Measures to ensure the timely
issuance of documents were also essential.

34. Her delegation looked forward to considering the draft chapter of the
medium-term plan governing conference and library services at the forty-fifth
session of the General Assembly and was pleased to note that the Committee on
Conferences would consider that item in early 1990.

35. With regard to the proposed review of the productivity and efficiency of the
Department of Conference Services, the Under-Secretary-General for Conference
Services and Special Assignments was right to state that the Secretariat needed
feedback from Member States; the Committee on Conferences should play a part in the
review. Finally, the budgetary side of conference servicing should be left to the
subsidiary organs established for that purpose, while the Committee on Conferences
devoted its attention to the pattern of conferences.

36. Mr. TALAVERA (Peru) pointed out that his question about why some subsidiary
bodies had been granted exceptions to the general curtailment of summary record
coverage had not yet been answered. He also asked what was meant by the
**established-headquarters principle" referred to in paragraph 20 of the report of
the Committee on Conferences.

37. Mr. WYZNER (Under-Secretary-General for Conference Services and Special
Assignments) explained that the "established-headquarters principle" was an oblique
reference to paragraph 4 of resolution 401243. The Department of Conference
Services generally interpreted the "headquarters" of a body as being the United
Nations office where the department dealing with the substance of the body's
deliberations was based.

38. Ms. FRIESSNIGG (Chairman, Committee on Conferences) said that the utiliaation
of conference services clearly remained a matter of vital interest to Member
States. The Committee on Conferences welcomed the challenge of developing a new
methodology which would lend itself to a statistical analysis of performance while
respecting the flexibility required in actual usage.

39. She welcomed the support expressed for the Committee’s efforts to even out the
schedule of meetings over the year. Resolution 401243  had been fully respected
during the early stages of intersecretariat consultations, and had been a primary
guideline to the Committee during its consideration of the draft calendar of
conferences.
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40. In  response  to a  ques t ion  f rom the reprenantative  o f  C a n a d a ,  s h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e
sncretrirints o f  I C S C  a n d  t.ha J o i n t  S t a f f  P e n s i o n  B o a r d  h a d  p r o v i d e d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n
o n  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i v e  p r o c e s s  t h e y  envisaged a n d  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  ICSC s e s s i o n .  I t
wnr? f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  v e n u e s  f o r  t h e
ICCC and Pension Board meeting&  did n o t  coincide,

41. I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  P e r u , she  out l ined the  background to  the
a d o p t i o n  o f  r e s o l u t i o n  37/14  C , including the  reasons advanced by  the  Commit tee  on
Conferences  fo r  except ions  to  the  general  cur ta i lment  in  summary record ent i t lement
(A/57/32,  para, 44).

4 2 . M a n y  d e l e g a t i o n s  h a d  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r o l  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n  o f
documentation, In accordance with t h e  Commit tee’s  b iennia l  approach to  its work,
thtrt  t o p i c  wollid b e  g i v e n  d e t a i l e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  1 9 9 0 . The Committee would
continua t o  p l a c e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  t i m e l y  issuance o f
dor!iunent.ation.

4 3 . The work of  the Committee on Conferences had just begun, The Committee had
ynined m u c h  f r o m  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  i n p u t  b y  deleyations d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t
d i s c u s s i o n ,  a n d  s h e  wils s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s t e p s  t a k e n  s o  f a r  w o u l d  f o r m  t h e  b a s i s  f o r
f u r t h e r  agreement a n d  i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  i n  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  i t s  m a n d a t e .

4 4 . Mr ,  M5zN.E.R  (Under-Secretary-General  for  Conference Services  and Specia l
Al;signments)  assured the  Commit tee , i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  r a i s e d  b y  t h e
representative  o f  E t h i o p i a , t h a t  t h e  Department  o f  Cofiference S e r v i c e s  h a d  f o r
ReverR yanrs b e e n  t a k i n g  stepfi  w i th  R v i ew to  eradicating  t h e  c h r o n i c  p r o b l e m s
cleloying the  iseuanca o f  documentat ion, By  inc lud ing  a  r e f e r ence  t o  f u r t he r
eCforts i n  i t : ;  d r a f t  m e d i u m - t e r m  p l a n  ( A / 4 4 / 3 2 ,  p a r e ,  07), i t  h a d  b e e n  t h e
Dnpartmont’s  i n t e n t i o n  n o t  t o  g i v o  t h o  impression t h a t  i t  c h o s e  t o  d e l a y  c l o s e r
r!n-optarnt.ion  wi th  author  depar tment-s  until the  p lan  was  adopted  but  t .o  s ignal  it-s
r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  ensure t h e  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t
utilizntion of  cc-nference-servic ing resources  and the  compliance of  author
clopnrtmnnt-s w i t h  e d i t o r i a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  i\nd p r o c e s s i n g  s c h e d u l e s ,  a n d  t o  d e v e l o p
i\ppropri:\te st-rtitegies  t .o  improve c o - o r d i n a t i o n  i n  tha t  a rea .

45. W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o n c e r n s  expressed  by  the  representa t ives  of  Canada,  the
Ilwit.od  St.nkos a n d  I c e l a n d  ( o n  b e h a l f  o f  t.he N o r d i c  c o u n t r i e s )  i n  respect o f  t h e
pz-opotiorl  ticheduling  o f  s o m e  mootingl; a w a y  f r o m  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  l o c a t i o n s ,  the
S<!(!I~~?t.i\r  irrt. would  cont.inun  f u l l y  t . o  respect.  t.ho t.arms o f  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y
rPSn‘lut.inn  40/243,

4(J I 11: hnd  boon  gratilying t o  n o t e  the s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r
1.111!  Pt!pa\t  t.mt?ntS’ B p1HIlS t.0 Hpply Ile?W t:e~:linnloyy ar; a  means o f  enhanc:iny  its
]>I-ortuct:iv.ity  nnd the qua1it.y  o f  !t.s services,whi.le offset.ting t h e  i m p a c t .  o f  fit.nft
1’f9cl~ir~ ions. I n  r e p l y  t.o t h o  q u e s t i o n s  o n  t-hat  subject r a i s e d  b y  t h e  representat:.ive
of t:hr!  1’h.i  1 ippines, ho not:ed t h n t  t.he f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  raquesked i n  r e s p e c t  o f
lniljor projc?ct.t; c u r r e n t l y  in prOgrOl.iS, ,jti w e l l  ati t h o s e  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e
biennium  19(10-1991,  were cant nillad in  sect.ion 2 9  of  t .he  proposed programme budget . ,



A/C,!i/44/SR,lO
English
Page 10

while plAnA for  the  per iod 1992-1997 were  out l ined in  the  draf t  medium-term plan .
Communications And documentation enchange link6 between Qeneva And New Y o r k  had
been co-ordinated, w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  b o t h  l o c a t i o n s  h a d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  s a m e
modorn equipment  and aof tware  a t  the i r  d isposal . O n  indiv:'.dual  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  t w o
d u t y  s t a t i o n 6  shtrred  re6pOnSibility  f o r  r e s e a r c h  anc¶  deve lopmen t  and  t hus  avo ided
d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t , New York had taken the lead in  developing terminology data
bASe6, whi le  Geneva had Under taken the  pi lo t  project  in  tha  applications  of opt ica l
d i sc  t echno logy  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  a n d  r e t r i e v a l  o f  dOcUmAntAtiOn. T h e  b e n e f i t s  o f
b o t h  p r o j e c t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  Irere b e i n g  s h a r e d , M o s t  o f  t h e  teChnOlOgiCA1  innovetions
appl ied a t  Vienna had been under taken in  services  current ly  adminis tered by the
IJnited Nat ion6 lndust r ia l  Development  Organisation, b u t  i t  w a s  h o p e d  t h a t  c l o s e r
co-ordinat ion among the  three  heRdqUArters locat ion6 would he achieved i f
confercnco services  were unif ied i n  Accordance wi th  the  proposal  of  the
Secretnry-GenerAI,

47. To date, i t  wA6 a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  the s e r v i c i n g  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s p e c i a l
conferences  p lanned for  1990, AS well a 6  t h e  s p e c i a l  seseion o f  t h e  GenerAl
Assembly planned for  Apri l  of  tha t  year , would be  absorbed wi thin  the  resources
Allocated under section 29 of the proposed programme budget, I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d
t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  WAS a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  m e e t ,  w i t h i n  e x i s t i n g  resourcesr t h e
s e r v i c i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  d e c i s i o n s  taken by  the  Economic  And
S o c i a l  C o u n c i l  A t  i t s  f i r s t  A n d  s e c o n d  r e g u l a r  Session6  o f  1989. I f  t h e  p r o p o s a l
t o  c o n v e n e  i n  1 9 9 0  A  f u r t h e r  s p e c i a l  eeesion o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
of  narcotic  drug6 were  to  be  approved, A  s ta tement  of  progrAmme budget  impl ica t ion6
would then have to  be prepared for  submission  to  the  Fi f th  Commit tee . Development6
o f  t h a t  s o r t  s e r v e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  b u r d e n 6  w h i c h  t a x e d  c o n f e r e n c e
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  ourtailed t h e  DepArtment’s  a b i l i t y  t o  6ervice the  mee t i ng6  p rog ramme
w i t h i n  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  s t a f f i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t , thus r e n d e r i n g  e s s e n t i a l  t h e  p r o v i s i o n
o f  t h e  f u l l  l e v e l  o f  t e m p o r a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  r e q u e s t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  2 9  o f  t h e  proposed
progrAmme b u d g e t .

4R. In conclusion, h e  w i s h e d  t o  As6ure t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  (Japan t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t
on work--load And meeting statistics And other data concerning the three conference
services at Nsw York, Geneva and Vlenno, A6 requested by the  Advisory Commit tee  in
documant A/44/7,  was  under  prepara t ion and would  be  submit ted  as  reques ted ,

49. Jle thanked the  Commit tee  for  the  very  kind express ion6 of  apprecia t ion And
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  pleyed by  con fe r ence  s e rv i ce s  i n  suppo r t  o f  t he  work
of  Member  Stntes in  the  achievement  of  the  goals  of  the  in ternat ional  agenda.


