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The meeting was calttle] to ord~r. at 3.20 p.m.

AGF..1NDA ITb-:MS 49 Ira 69 AND lSl (cc,ll:inued)

CDNS ID ER AT ION OF AND ACTION ON DRAF"r RESOW'!'IONS ON DISARMAMENT ITF1t1S

Mr. ZAFOTOOKY (Czechoslovakia) I ~en years ago, Czechoslov~ki~ Rubmitted

the que~ t ion f') f in terna tional co-oper,1 tion for d isar IMment. to the First Commi t tee

of the Geno(al Assembly for its consideration. Although a year earlier, in 1978,

it had heen pos!3ible to adopt by consensus the Final Ihcument of the first special

;H~~si!)n of the General Assembly devoted to di!'larmament, it was not possible at that

time to describp. interMtional co-operation in the field of disclrlMment ,le <'1

r'11Jtine matter. Thf! int~rnational political situation at that time and in the

year.~ that followl'!d was not favourable. Confrontatioo prevaileci in international

rr~lati(ms ut both the bilat~ral ,\nd the multit~teral level. That was the main

r~ason why the Czechoalovak Sochlist Repuhlic, together wi th other sponsor!':,

.,()UIJI-)t dur inq that {1ecade to promote the idea of international oo-operation for

d isarmalOOnt. Subsequent resol" t ionl;, such as the in it ial declar'l tion nf 1979, \II1~re

~ppropriat~ to the conditinn~ at the time of their presentation.

However, the in terlM tinn,ll poll Heal clilTa te h a.~ ch anqeci drarm ticalty in

rp.cent years. Approacht~s to the banic questil'ms of secur Ity I:lno the implp.mentation

of. concr," te disdrmament mcaFllJres have chanqed. The cold liar per ind is becoming

mer.p.ly ·1 oaci st~lJP. in the hi~tory of the development ('f. international relatinns.

Wc:! want to bf!"lieve that the forthcoming mop.ting betwp.en President Rush and Generi'\l

Sp.cret.Hy Gnbachf'!v in the MAdi ter ranean will hI') anothtH important chapter in a new

period characterizp.d by bro'\11 In terna tional cO-operl'l t ion in all spher as.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



EF/3 A/C. 1./44/PV. 30
3

(Mr. Zap2tocky, Czenho~lovakh)

The po~i tivPo trmdencirm 1n recent yp.arA have made it possihle tt') concentra te

on the Bubstance of the is~ue IlTHlr,H consideration by opening up addi til")nal

pass ib 11. i ties for the ir snlll t ion. A1sn in line wi th th is trend wa.c; ~he rosolu tion

adopted lant year on tho question cf inter.national co-operation for diAarmament,

wh ich W3S freed from most over lapp ing aspe cts and focused pr i mar ily on itA

essential element, the principleA of international co-operation for disarmament.

This was cbfinitely reflected in the r.esults of the v0tinl).

'rhe positive international trend has not Atnpped, and in continuing further.

It has not yet become i rrevers ihle, as was rep~ tedly S<1 id dur ing the gener",l

,;ebat~ ~t the forty-fourth seRsion of the General Assembly, but it h,18 already

become firm"" established in 'he minds of politicians and of the international

plIhlir.:. The international oornmunit/ is becoming more and more fi rmly convinced

that only through co-oper,l tion can the glohal problems of hl.lmani ty in all fields be

reBolved.

't'hi!~ is true in thl~ rUfolarmament f1p.ld as well. Therefore the delegations of

Mexico, New Zealann an'; CZP.ChoRlovak ia dad ded to submi t to thrl Gener.:ll Assembl'l d t

it~ Cllrrent session d dr~ft. nccil;ion (A/C.l/44/L.18) .:lfCil:ming the importance of

further strengthenintJ intern,ltlonal co-operation in th~ flelu of dinarrmment. Tlw

Al).")nsors .'He of the 0pinion that the Unit~d Nations hilA an irrl:!placeable role t·J

phy in £leekin l] for Cl better wor.ld and in findinCJ Flolutions to disarJl\lment iSl1up.s.

Accordi.ngly, the dr,1ft wOlll<i hiW~ the l\..".I~lembly c,-\1.1 upon all St:l:\tefJ to contribub~
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(Mr. Zapotocky, Czechoslovakia)

The draft d~cision was actively discussed with the delegations concerned, and

all their ~bservatlons and suqgestions w~re taken into account. In this context,

the Czechoslovak delegation would lib"! to thank the delegation of New Zealand for

i ':.:; c,)nstclCti ve approach to the drafting of the text and to the delegation of

~~xia) for the support expressed. We would also like to acknowledge with

.:ipprecia tbn the support qi ven to the oraft by the delegations of Sweden and the

United Kingdom. Czechoslovakia values ~lso the constructive discussions with the

Unit~d StaLes delegation, which result~d in the drafting of a universally

.:lCC8pt<:lhle text.

The Czechosl<)vak r'leleg.:lti:Jn has held a sedes of consultations with

non-allgned countries, and on the basis of all its disc1lssions, can state its

he~ief that the draft decision has general support and can be adopted by the First

Committee without a w)te. Although the Czechoslovak delegation would derive great

satisfactic:m from the adoption of tl,is draft decision without a vote, it believes

that such a result wouli, fiest and foremost, be a victory for the idea of

~1't0.rnational co~peratil)n for disarmament FInd indicate support for the need to

pnhanc~ the role Qf th'O! United Nations in this process, cather than a matter ()f

'-1r. TWVmV (Bulqari-:l): T00C\:J I have the honour to introduce, on behalf

/\1::.l/441L.2"3 "1..n,; in <:l r.~vi;~ed V0rSl')I" \'l~ich i" to appear shortly; and the other

1'.,.> first 1)1" t-he (lcaft r",SOllJtlnns h '!nti.tl,~d 'iConclusinn of effective
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(Mr. Ivanov, Bulgaria)

As is well known, our delegation has been introducing similar resolutions for

the past few years. The present draft, indep.d, preserves some of the basic ideas

of its predecessors, which are in tended to give express ion to our conviction that,

pending the complete el imination of nuclear weapons, vac ious inte r im measures

should be adopted to strengthen the securi ty of non-nuclear-weapon Sta tes. It

reflects the fact that proposals such as the prdlibition of the use of nuclear

weapons through an appeopr ia te in terna tional conven tion, the aooption of a policy

of non-first use of such weapons by all nuclear-weapon States and the establishment

of nuclear-weapon-free zones have gained wide support.

".__._----_.-,---
Best Copy Available
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(~r. Ivanov, Bulgaria)

The draft resoL.ltion also underlines the position of the sponsors On the need to

conclude an international legally binding and effective instrument or instruments

to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear

weapons.

While the draft resolution basically follows the language of resolution 43/68

adopted last year, it should be noted tha t SOID::! important ch anges have been

introduced, reflecting recent positive developments in internatinnal relations, as

well as the genuine wish to bring about a favourable poli tical clima te at the

ongoing ~egotidtions in the Conference on Disarmament on the issue of negative

security assuranCes.

With regard to these changes, I should like to inform the Committee that in

the per iod between the forty-third and the forty-fourth sess ions of the General

Assembly my delegation undertook consultations with interested delegations, both in

Geneva and in New York, in an attempt to widen the basis of support for the draft

resol ution and to accommodate the concerns of delegations that tradi tionally show

bterest in the subject. As a result of those consultations, the last preambular

paragraph of resolution 43/68 was deleted a~d important changes were introduced in

preambular paragraphs 1, 2 a..rld 11), as well as in operCltive paragraph 2.

This ~pproach is in keeping with our belief that the First Committee should

not prejud1e the work of the Conference on Disarmament on t~e issue of negative

s':'G!Jrity '3SSllr.:lnces; hence our draf':. resolution can be f; ..~en as a timely impetus to

stimula te the neg()tia tions wi thin the framework of the Conference wi thout trying to

prescr ihC) the '/lays and means for i'lch i8ving the final 90al. The amendments are also

an express ion ,.)f the new clim:l to:! 0 E mutual understanding and co-opera tion which

r,.,,!u ices .3 i1 iCJ1-} d"'<Jr'?~ ~.,f flexH>i.l i t'l an -] 5<?nS8 of compromise, as well as a

po::;itive at.titude to\l,1·:Irds th(~ concerns of others. I should like to express our
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(Mr. Ivanov« Bulqari~)

~.,ratitude to all delelJatiom tht,t participatp-o in the conFlultations on the

elaboration of the new text.

In conclusion, may I express the l10pe that the amenoed dr.'1ft resolutit)n will

receive the widest possible support in the Committel~.

The other draft rasol util)n my delegation would like to introduce today is

containeri in document A/C.l/44/L.29, it io entitled "Conver.sion of military

rp-sources". Whil~ it l':overs a r~latively new area in diRarmament, it iF. i.n our

view of baRic importance in providing an irreversible and psychologically rel iable

character to the proce!'3s of ,Hms r educt it')n and (H~armament. Therefore, we bel ieve

that all countrit!R which are really interested in disarmament should also have an

interest in conversion. Thin interest could be expressed in the exchange of

information, national expertise, technologicc11 and SOCi'11 experience and so on. It

could also help establiSh a profound international dialogue on the national,

rdgiondl t!nd gloh.31 aSI'f=!cts ()f conv'!rs ion. The need Eor such a oialoqup. lA

dictat~d by the compl iCf\t9d cr,aract~r of the prOCf'!s:J of conversion.

Befort~ such et process i:=; ci:lrrip.d out, ."\ ~arcrul study '.)f the ba~ic aspects of

the reorientattoll of millt"!ry productil)n and personnel is needed. The

r'eorientation itself wnuld r"!quir,! a hody nf leqisl.1tive and administr",tivl~

md·l:1Ur(~g on the p.conomic, SOCi'lt, financial, budgetar.y and other aspp.ctl" to shape

the respective national cl')nven3lon proqrammes or rrooels. It is because of thp.

(~()mplexity of thp. problp.ml~ t~~t ·1 widli' int~rnati.(')na1. di.-lloque on conversion and its

t>r<3ctic,'31 implf:!mentat.ion is t"(~qtlir~·L In nur view the tJnitr-Jd Nations, givP'I1 it!';
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(Mr. I van 0'1 , Bulqa ria)

Operative paragraph 1 invi tes Member States to submit to the Secretary-General

their views concerning various aspects of the oonversion of milit,uy resources to

civilian purposes. These views should be submitted by 30 Apr.il 1991. That nate

was selected in order to provide enough time for a deeper look at the issue without

the pressure of time which, in the case of conversion, might be counter-productiv~.

Operative paragraph 2 provides for the inclusil)n in the provisional agenda of

the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly of an item entitled "Convenlion of

military resources to civilVln purposes". The paragraph gives due regard tn the

appeal for some resolutions tt> figure on the agenda of the General Assembly an (l

biannual has is.

I should like to thank those delegations that took part in the cnnsultatians

on th is dra ft reso11J tion and to Axpres, the hope that it wi 11 be adopted wi thou t a

vote.

/l.1r. MOREL (France) (interpretation from French) I I have the honour to

speak on behal f ')f the 12 States members of the European Communi ty on the subject

of confi rlence -bu ildi ng meas ures.

1.n t.he view of the '!Welve, the ooncf!pt of confldence-builrHng measures is

partic'Jlarl'{ impol-tait in a world where ~xamples c')f the use or threat nE use or

f'lr:'ce r:;onti'111eS t.) hp. a ~ource of concern tr) the internatLanal community.

Confidp.nce-b'litding me,~sur:'es have playe1, and will continue to phy, a qiqnifico1nt

role ir' multil~t(H'al diqarmament ,1Efair.s. They ':la not, hOo\lever, reprf!np.nt.]

sub~titl'b) far iH'~n8 (~ontrol or dir-larmament. We wp.lcome th.;\ fact that t:l,,~

Thl~ f·]I/:)IJrr.thlf:? [)o1.itlcl\l :-:limate rf~~ultin'J fro:n th~ variour; high-lel/~)

(ollowin'l t:hFJ mil'\istp.riill me·~tin'J in Wynminq, has cre.lted new con(Htione,; mal<in'l it
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(~1r. Morel, France)

possible to achieve significant progress in the arms control and disarmament

process and in the strengthening of peace. In such an environment,

confidence-building measures can for their part certainly foster the arms control

and disarmament process since they are based on respect for the provisions

contained in the United Nations Charter. ThlS they contribute to the maintenance

of international peace and secur i ty.

The 'IWelve are firmly convinced that the development of confidence-building

measures and the fos ter ing of grea ter openness and tr ansparency in the milit.!lry

sphere is a key to progress on arms control and di~armament, particularly at the

regional level. The adoption of. steps contdhuting to greater openness and

transparency will a~siRt in preventing misperceptions or miscalculations of

military intentions and capabititiel;, thus le~ding to a lessening of international

tension.
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(Mr. Morel, France)

For example, the results achieved at the Stockholm Conference and the

encouraging experience acquired through the implementation of the Stockholm

Document have made a significant contributioo to improved confidence in general and

to reciprocal confidence in Europe. As always, the TWelve will ~pare no effort in
contr ibu tiog to tha t rp,; ult.

We believe that the present system can be further improved by encouraging

greater openness and transparency in the military field. The Twelve, together with
other States participating in the Conference on Security and Co~peration in

Europe, are actively involved in the negotia tions on confidence- and

security-building measures that began in Vienna last March and that were intended

to strengthen transparency and openness through better knowledge of military

activities, thanks to new confidenoe- and security-building measures. Similarly,
the Twelve support efforts nade in other parts of the world that can help to crea te
a climate consistent with regional disarmament measureS. We hope that those

effo~ts will be successful.

At the global level, furthermore, the TWelve are also encouraged by the

results of the Second Review Conference of the Parties to the Convention On the

Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological

(Biological) and To:<in Weapons and on Their Destruction. They have welconed steps

adopted on a voluntary basis to build confidence and hope for the largest possible
number of responses from States partie~.

In 1988, after several years of debatp. and following an initiative from the

F~deral Republic of Germany, the ~ sarmament Commis~ion adopted a set of guidelines

for the development of confidence-building measures. The 'lWelve welcome the fact

th3t the General Assembly p.ndorsed those guidelines in its resolution 43/78 H,

w'l ich was adopted by consensus, and that the Assembly recommended those gu idel ines
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(Mr. Morel, France)

to all Sta tes for implementa tion, fully tak ing in to account the poli tical, mili tary

and other conditions prevailing in a region, on the basis of initiatives and with

the agreement of the Sta tes of the reg ion concerned.

t4r. von SWLPNAGEL (Federal Republic of Germany): I should like to speak

today On agenda item 63, en ti tled "General and comple te disarmament", and to

introduce draft resolution A/C.l/44/L.58, entitled 11 Con tr ibution of confidence- and

security-building measures to international peace and security". I am doing so on

behalf of the delegations of Australia, Austria, Belgium, the Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Finland, France, the

German Democratic Republic, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Nepal, the

Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Tbgo, the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland, and the Federal Republic of Germany.

Confidence-building measures are of increasing importance in creating

favourable condi tions for the settlement of exis ting in terna tional problems and

disputes and in paving the way for further progress in disarmament. Their

particular value has been generally recognized in paragraphs 24 and 93 of the Final

Document of the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to

disarmament and by the unanimous adoption of the guidelines for confidence-building

measures in last year's resolution 43/78 H. Those guidelines are a standing

invitation to all States of the world. Their implementation - even if only partial

- can do much to defuse tense situations. Recent developments have indeed shown

the importance of confidence-building measures for progress in arms control and

disarmament. They illustrate that the process of confidence building is a dynamic

one in which the implementation of first cautious measures gets Governments and

peoples IJsed to those measures, in wh ich the col"lfidence ga ined through

implementation leads to agreement on more detailed measures, and in which
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(Mr. von StUlpnagel, Federal
RePublic of Germany)

increas inq tr ust and confidence are conducive to negotia Hons on genuine

disarmament measures.

t ~~ould like first to touch briefly upon the European experience. The Second

World War left Europe separated into two parts divided by an iron curtain, with two

military blocks facing each other with mtstrust and tear, and with a cold war

emerging and leading to the largest arms build-up that the world has ever seen and

to ~ density of military troops unprecedented in history.

It is in the con te xt and by a large extent due to the process of the

Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) that East~eBt relations

have gradually been improving, that controntation is being replaced step by step by

c~-operation and that mistrust and fear are being replaced by mutual 'JOnfidence and

understanding. The Final Act of that Conference, signed at Helsinki in 1975, set

thp. course in that direction. Going in its entirety far beyond military matters

only, i.t has also provided the basis for co-operl1tive measures in the field of

R~CUri ty. The He le ink i Final Act conta ins a set of confidence - and

security-building measures, such as observation and prior notification of certain

militar.yactivitip.s. Following the positive experience with the implementation of

those mp.asur e~, Cl more r~ f inp.d ant! el abora te sye tem of confi dence- and

l1'!Gurity-building measures was worked out in the Stockholm Document, signed in

1986, including for the first time in I'ln arms-control or disarmament agreeml!nt

on-sit~ inspectil')ns of militJ\ry activiti~A without the right of refusal.

Implementation of confidence- and securitY-building measures provp.d to bp.

successful, too. The increasing mutual trust 3nd c~n~idence created by their

implementation c1I"\d the willingness of b~th sides to abide by the agreed provisions

and to work together with the aim of ereating a more stable and secure Europe paved

the way for two new sets of negotiations now taking pl.cQ in Vienna. The first
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(Mr. von StUlpnagel, Federal
RePublio of Ger many)

was to further rf3fine and expand already agreed confidenoe- and security-b\l ilding

meaeure~lJ the second was to begin negotiating on disarmament measures with a view

to reducing !U1'1'W'.Hi forces and weapons systems.

Those developments in Europe are not only of importanoe for European

seourity. Peaoe and seourity in Europe can contribute to peaoe ant. seourity in

other parts of the world just aB muoh ~s stable Bituations in othe~ regions of the

world can contribu te to European stab i11 ty. Reoent developments in Europe are not

to be aeen in isolation but constitute a part of the oomnon endco\/ours of all

Sta tes to reach a morfl peacefuL and s~able world and to move forward from

confront" tion to co-operat!l)n.

tt. i'3 with that understanding tha~ we ask not on ly those StateB di rectly

involved in European matters, hut all States in other regions of the world, in

Afric~, in Asia, and in Latin America, to weloome the implementation of

confidence-building measures as cQ'ltained 1n the Final Act of HelAinki Mcl on that

bani~ the positive experienoe gathered since 1987 with the implementation by the

a:;CE Statel':' of the measures agreed at t.he Stockholm Conference on Confidence- and

Security-building MeaAures and Disarmament in Europe. We also ask those States to

expect the ongoing Vienna negotidtions on confidence- and 13p.cudty-buildinq

measures to build IJpon and expand the resultA already achieved .1t the Stockholm

Conferen~e with thp. aim of elaborating and a<hpting a new set of nutU.1l1y

complementary conf1.dence- and security-builcUnq meaBUre$ designed to reduce the

risk of military confront.ltion in Europe. Finally, wa invit~ ~1l States to

()")nair\!r the posBiblA introdllction of confic'1ence-building measureO in thftir

par tic uhr r~C) ion an~, where pOIRiblft, to negotia te on them in keeping wt th

conditions and requirements prevailing in the respective region.
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(Mr. von StUlpnagel, FederAL
Republic of Germany)

Concerning the latter invitation I mentioned, I nay recall the Final D::>cument

of the first ~pecial session of the General Assembly devoted to di9armament, which

called upon all States to un~ertake measures specially designed to build confidence

in order to contribute to the creation of favourable conditions for the adoption of

addl tiCl\al disarmament measures and to further the relaxa tion of interna tional

tension.
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(Mr. 'Ion StUlpnagel« Federal
Republic of Germany)

While it can be obaerve~ that the implement~tion of confidenc~- and

security-building me"sures in the European context haR proven to be a real success,

that cannnt and mu~t not lear1 us to the conclunion that e~act:ly the ~ame kint1 of

maa!lures wil t Ahnw 9imill'lr. resul t~ in othor. reqinns. 1n fact« the situatic)n in

Europe has many parHoularitieFl, and any cOnAideration of confidenC'!e-buildinq

measures in other part~ of the world haa to st,Ht with an analysiA of the situation

in the region in qlle~tiol'\. It: lA, indeed, of utmoBt i'1lportance that in the regions

t"lemselves, \SSUM of tHsarmamen tllnd r'liR armamen t-rel Clt'!d mat tar B be thoroughly

canal de red and discussod on the inl tia tive and wi.t:.h the par ticipa tion of the Sta tes

of. the regi()I'\ concerned. 'rhe United Nati.ons dburmament workshops, !luch oIB that

held thia year in Lugos and that to be held next year in K.!thmandu, as well as the

United Nati{)ns regional C'9ntres for ~"ce and disarmament in rJome, Lima and

Kathmandu, offar an excellont framework for that endeavour and deserve aur

support. 11'1 their ·:.:on:Jirleratil)n of arrna-limitatie>n and disarmament illsues,

confi dence- and AHCUri ty-bl1 11 ding meafll.!r eB a lr eaoy play a role, Md should con tinlle

to do so.

NI'! therefore ank thp. ('~neri'11 Assemhly te> welce>ml.? the ronsit'~ratinn intp.r alia

of: conf i donce-hu tl dtnq mp.al'lur t'~r-J in Un i. t~d N.) t ions rqq ie>nill r3 iRar mament work shops

and in the tJnit!C:!o N"til')nA r~qi('mal 1~lltren fi'H peace <11'10 oi.~armament in MriCIS,

AA ia ilnd r..-, tin "'mad Cl".

Ill:'t me conclunl~ my !JtAt,~ment hy r~,.\ffirmintJ that wherever disarmament and arms

control ar~ at l$nu~ in the world it mUHt he horn~ in min~ th~t confidence-building

pliVeG the way tq ciiRiirmament, IJnd thl\t ,UAarmament in turn gtlnerateB confi~ence.

That spiral of reason should bo "ttt in nntion world-wid".
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Mr. RMIHN I AOEI'ro N7. E1-J <.1S V" (Z air f!) (i n te r pr at~ tinn from French) I As

Ch"" lrman of' the D19~rmamP.nt COmmhJA lon ft)t' th is yoar, I have the honour to

lntrnduce draf.t reaolution A/C.l/44/L.I3, on the report of the Disarmament

Commis~ion. Tho draft rosolution is spo~Rore~ by officers of the CommlsRion.

Austritt, Rahr~ln, RelgilJm, Cameroon, Costa Ric.. , tho German Dtlmocratic Republin,

Haiti, Romania, Sri Lanka, Togo and Zaire, representing various ro,,10nal groups.

Also sponsoring the draft reso1utit)n are other delegations that either pres i~ed

over subsidiary bodies of the Commission or proposed the inclUAion of items in the

CommiAAion's aqen~al the Byelorussian Roviet Rocialist Republic, China, Denmark,

IndoneB ia, Niger ia and Swedon.

1\3 in previr)us y/)ars, t:.hp. draft resolutirJn includes Q number of basic elementA

on the role and manda te of the Disarmament Commis9 ion as a del ibera tive body in tho

fl ald of disarmament. t nOl'!d not elCplain paragraphIJ which have appeared in

anatogm..l/:1 tOlCta for years. RIJt tho oper~ tive part of the draft rOBolut.ion, whlnh

reflect the 1989 suhst"tntive ~le99i\)n and the future work of tho Diaarmamont

CommiSFlion, has berm l~omewhat rrodifled as compared to ear.lier rosotutionFl.

fi'irat, In order to rp-fleet tho progreAs c!\chieved on l":(Ht~in items ~\lrinq the

1989 !:\uhfolt.,ntive RoMion, by paragraph 2 the "Bsembly would nnte that thp.

l>l!3armllment Cornrnir,nion hM yet to oonclude it!'! conAideratt.nn of Aome itf··ms f)n lt~

agenda, hut would note alao with apprecLltion the progresFJ achiever3 on AOlM l)f;

thosp.. neleql1tionr, may rec"ll that, 'Ss I noted when prl!aentinq thn report of. the

Disarmament Commiru, ion to the First Commi ttll'!, in 1989 the Commi~f1 ion made f11)lM

pr01reSB in certdin arean, FJuch a~ tha nuclear capability of South "fr.ic~, the role

of the United N.1t:.i(,)M in thl! field of disarmament, conve:"ltional diAarmament: and

naval armaments and disarmament:. Although tha Disarmament CommiAs1(')n was unable

this year to conclude its work r.n those matters, I hope that major rGluttl will be

4chieved at the 1990 sessi(')n.
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secondly, as del_g" tlons may recall, at the last pl.nary me. ting of the

Commission's 1989 session, held on 31 May, a number of delegations stated their

views and I1\1de proposals on way!] to enh.snce the functioning of the Commhl5ion,

including its efficiency and the rationali~ation of its work. tn that connection,

the Commission decideti, for the purpose of consultations, GO 'Rtahlhh an

unofficial open-ended working group to include all Co~~isslon officers and the

Chairmen of subsidiary boclies. In recent weeks, that conlultation group - in which

many delegations joined - met. thre"" tim.s, and many concrete proposals were put

forward. Many of the deleg,stionA th~t participated in the conlult"Uons did 80

with great interest, with " view to f1nding common ground or reaching agr.ementa in

this field. Paragraph 5 of the draft resolution refers 1:.0 that It,1te of affair~,

and in it the Assembly would note

"th ~ t consul t.,Ul.>ns on the question of ways and means to enhance the

functioning of the Disarmament Commission in the field of disarmament are

under way and the result could be considered at the Commission's

organlz.stional seAFlion in Decembftr 1989". (A/C.l/44/L.8, parn. ~)

At coming consul tation meetings common ground on Cfl! rta in proposals could be

found, and tho agreements could b,' incorporatf!d into oS revised text of this dr"tt

reaolutil,n. t am counting l,n nincerl! oo-opP.raHI,n by 1111 deleqati(")ns in thiB

regard.

Ni th that hr icf I!xplanat:i,}n of Borne new elomentA in draft: resolut1l,n

A/C.l/44/L.8, I submit the bP.xt for the connider~tion of the ~irst Committe••

Mr. McKINNON (Canat1a), I should like to introdl'.ce the draft rlleolutic)n

contained in cbcument A/C.l/44/L.19, whi.ch is onti.Ued "Prevent1(')n ot an arm. race

in outer space". It is flpan.ored by Auetr"lia, Belgium, Canada, France,
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the "deral Republic or Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Sp&in,

1\Irkey alld the Un1t8d Kingdom ot Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

The e.tabli8hment by the Conterence on Disarmament in 1985 or the Ad Hoc

Committee on the Prevention or an Arm. Race 1n Outer Space, and the

re-e.tablilhment or that Committee at every .esRion of the Conference on

Dilarmament 'in08 then, testifies to the recognition by the international community

of the importance of regula t:ing the mill ta:y ue. of, and prev4lrl ting an arme race

in, outer epaoe.

A resolution adopted on thiB ~Ubject by the General Assembly should provide

the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arm. Raoe in Outer Space with the

conlidered viewl ot the international community with a view to faoilitating and

9uidiQ9 the work or the Committ~e.
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What is requ ired of Auch a resotu tion it it is to gui de the work of the

Committee? In the first place, it must take into account the difficulties that

have made progress so slow as far lA the work of the Committee is concerned. ~hese

difficultieR spring essentially from two factors. the two major space Powers have

yet to arrive at the kind of understanding tha t would reaUB tically make greater

progress in the multilat~ral domain possible) and the problems involved in th~

prevention of an arms race in outer space are genuinely complex.

Regarding the first issue, the sponsors of thiB draft resolution believe that

the world community mUlt continue to encourage the two major space Powers to

rel'lolve their problems. It ie therefore important to recognize both the importance

of the bUa teral negoti.. tion. and the progress that h u been made in the b ila teral

aph~re Bince late in 1985. Full recognition of this fact must be taken into

account to fac ill ta ta fur ther progress.

Concerning the complexity of the problems the Conference on Disarmament must

resolvllt, Vie cannot ignore the issueB that divi de us or dismiss them by f tat. We

must try to r.esoh'e them through examination and discussion so that ...,e can make

prr)gress together. Progress will be made together or it wUl not be made "t all.

In that regard, ,,11 of us here must makllt every effort to ensure that the

consitierec1 guidance I referrel1 to above i~ given to the Conference on ))isarmament

by tho enti re int'! rnatir:m~l oonvnun i ty, incl udi 1'19 the major space Powers.

Since 1985, when the Ad Hoc Committee WaR first established, there hu been a

I'Hstinct, extensive and evell Fltartl ing change in the lnternath.,nal environment.

Indeed, the d9liber.s tions of this Commi ttatt over the past two weeks have rettect:.!d

th1l! ~velopm.nt, '" tht'ty have been characterizec5 by a deUnitll 8ense of optimism,

by a rec".>gni.t:.ion of the f~vourable wayfll in whi.ch the changing envirQ1rnent hIS found

'!xprlllul(.)n in ()thet' multilr,t"ral ~nd hUaterBl otrl1l8 control and dilllarmament:. rorul1\I,
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and by IS general express ion of cau tious hope regarding the future. This is true of

speeches from all groups.

We think that this change in the international environment has to be reflected

in our guidance to the Conference on Disarmament on ou ter space. Indeed ~ it should

permeate every preambular and operative paragraph of a resolution on this issue. I

therefore urge all delegations to give their support to this draft resolution. The

co-spnnsors hope that it will attract strong and broad support.

Mr. r<C>TEVSKI (Yugoslavia), I take particular pleasure in introducing, on

behalf of the sponsors - consisting of Algeria, Bangladesh, Brazil, Cuba, Ecuador,

Egypt, Ethiopia, Indh, Indnnesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Kenya, Madagascar,

Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Myanmar, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Romania, Sri Lanka,

Sweden, Tunisia, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Zaire and Yugoslavia - the draft resolution

conta ined in document A/C. 1/44/L. 30, "Report of the Confe rence on Disarmament".

This year, the general debate on disarmament has also revealed the existence

of general agreement that it is necessary to strengthen the United Nations and

reaffirm multilateralism as a whole, particularly in conditions where new prospp'cts

arp. being opened up for the solut'\.on of the most important questions of

dis umament. In th is con text, the work of the Conference on Disarmament as the

~i"gle multilateral negotiAting forum and the irreplaceahle instrument of the

international community in the fietri of disarmament deserves particular attention.

ThA 9ponsors (lr this draft reSOlution consider that the Conference on

Di:3armament should negotiate directly on the most important questions of

,1harmament, I:t)e qUF.l!~ti(')nl3 the1t concp.rn the ~ecl1rlt~· of all countrlp.s. However,

the pre~ent rf~~ ut \.:11 of tt)e wor.1< ()f: th~ C()l1fert~nce ht,'l Ear heh ind 1. t.~

re13pon s 1bil i tie~.
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This year's report of. the Conference on Disarmament has shown once again that

no progress has been made in the consideration of these issues. We are wary of

pas~ing jungernent, but it is really regrAttable that the Conference on

Disarmamentis not in a position to negotiate on all issues 00 its agenda. In the

current conditions, multilateral efforts and bilateral negotiations mu.~t complement

f!dL:h other.

The sponsors of this draft eKpect that the Conference will be able to achieve

concrete results on individual i.tems on its agenda.

According to the draft resolution, the General Asserrt>ly would note with

satisfaction that further proqress has been ITBde in the negotiations on the

r~laboratir)n of Cl ()")mprehensiv~ oonvention on chemical weapons. Through the

harmoni7.ing and ad,:>ption of the Convention, the world would be given a powerful

legal weapon in the struggle against the possession and, ipso facto, against the

use of one of the most lAthal weapons of mass destruction.

Tile !1ponsors of H,is draft re:30lution are oonvinced that fresh impetus is

needed today, perhaps roorp. than ever before, for the disarmament neqotiatil)ns <it

all levels. They ,:He theref,)re motivated by the <iesire to secure flJll support for

the work (.)f the Conference and to hav~ its role and significance conftrlT'P.d in tl)e

prl)CeSFl of the negotinti.,·ms on the '1uentlons to which the United Nations attaches

<Jr~test pr iori ty anrl urgency.

In ,~,)nclu!'li<)n, I woul,i like to point out that, ~ven aft~r introducing the

dra ft resolu t ion, w€! are of COl.lr se OpP.r1 to any cons trll ctive sugge~ t ions that tray

c~me from any delegati0n or group of ~elegati0ns an~ that ~re designed to promote

the work of the Conference Md ensurl;' the wi de.!Jt poss ible 9uppor t for the dr.3 Et
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I call on the Secretary of

the Co~nittee to announce a number of technical corrections to the draft

resolutions before the Committee.

Mr. KHERAD I (Secretary of the Cormni ttee): The follo,.,r ing technica)

corrections should be maCL in the following draft resolu tions: in the third

preambular paragraph of draft resolution A/C.l/44/L.12, the date should read 1988

instead of 1989 as it appears at present; in the si xth preambular paragraph of

draft resolution A/C.l/44/L. 21, the resolution referred to should be

GC(XXXIII) Res/S06 of 29 September 1989.

Migs AL~ULLA (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): I wish to thank the

Secretariat for correctiOtJ the error in the draft resolution in document

A/C.l/44/L. 21.

On behalf ()f the merrbers of the Arab Group, of which my country holds the

chairmanshi;.J this JnO!lth, I \"ish to introduce draft resolution A/C.l/44/L.21,

~ntitled "Israeli nuclear aramament", submitted under agenda item 68. The sponsors

f)f the draft resollltion are Algeria, Bahrain, Denncratic Yemen, Djibouti, Egypt,

Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman,

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, the Sudan, the Syrian .Arab Republic, Tunisia, the

United Arab Emirates, the Yemen and my own country, Kuwait.
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Under the preamble to the draft resolutioo, the General Assembly would recall

resolutions on Israeli nuclear armament adopted by the Assembly and by the General

Conference of the In terna tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). It would also recall

that the Security Council, by its resolution 487 (1981), called upon Israel

urgently to place all its nuclear facilities under IAEA safeguards, and would note

that only Israel had been specifically requested to do that. The Assembly would

also note that Israel has persistently refused to commit itself not to man;.tEacture

or acquire nuclear weapons, despite repeated calls to make such a commitment.

Under the draft resolution, the General Assembly would take into consideration

the statement of the ninth summit :neeting of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countr ies

entitled "Internatiooal security and disarmament", in paragraph 12 of which Israel

is condemned for continuing to develop its nuclear military programmes and weapons

of mass destruction. The Assembly would further express deep alarm at the

information with regard to Israel's continuing production, development and

acquisition of nuclear 'Ileapons and its testing of delivery systems in the

Medi terranean.

8perative paragraphs land 2 of the draft resolution need no explanation.

Here the Assembly would .. ~i tera t~ its con demna tion of Israel's refusal to renOu.T1ce

possession of nuclear \o:eapons, and of the co-operation between I srael and South

Africa in military nuclear armaments.

In paragraph 3, the General Assembly would express its deep concern at

Israel's continuing productioo, development and acquisi tion of nuclear weapons and

testing of their delivery systems.

In the following operativ~ paragraphs, the AssemJly would reiterate requests

and demand'3 it has already mad:! and resolutions that have already been acbpted. It

would reque!';t the Security Council to t,'lke urgent and effective measures to ensure
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that Israel complied with Council resolution 487 (1981), and woull'! once rrore demand

th~t Israel place all its nuclear facilities under IAEA safeguards. It would

reiterato~ its request to the lAEA to suspend any scientific co-operation with

Israel that could contribute to its nuclear capabilities, and would request the

Agency to inform the Secretary-General of any steps Israel might take to place its

nuclear facilities under Agency safeguards. It would call upon all States and

organiza tions that had not yet done so to discontinue co-opera ting with and giving

assistance to Israel in the nuclear field. Lastly, the Assembly would request the

Secretary-General closely to follow Israeli nuclear actilli ties and to report

thereon to the General ~ssembly at its forty-fifth session.

Israel's persistence in developing its nuclear capability is a fact that the

international community should squarely face, rather than skirting around it. If

sorre Sta tes ch00se to deal wi th Israel on an exceptional basis, they should be

c~lled upon to reflect on the consequences that some recent developments such as

the following could have:

First, Israel has launched a satellite into orbit with its Shavit missile.

Second, Israel has transferred much of the technology from its Lavi fighter-bomber

to South A.frica; and it is well known that South Africa is going to incorporate it

into its air force under the na~ "Ariah". Third, South Africa has rec.:ruited m()r~

than 75 Israel i technicbns from the Israel i aircraft industry; they have been

released from the La"i proj~ct and will be employerl in the delivery syste'TIs

ir,dljstry. F,::>urth, there was coll.aborati,)n between the Tel Aviv and Pretoria

regimes in tQ!';t-firing a missile !3imilar to Jericho II last .Jilly from a <;itl~ in

~outh Af rica to Prince Edwar,-:1 Island in the Indian Ck:ean. Fifth, ill mid-September

Israel test-fired another rredium-range missile about 800 miles into thl:>
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Medi terranean. Si xth, Israel and South Africa have continued their collabora tion

in the development of a long-range missile called Irah 3. Seventh, South Africa is

supplying ur an ium to Israel.

IS it reasonable to expect the international cnmmunity to stand idly by while

these ser ious developments confront not only the reg ion of the Middle East and the

Mediterranean but also the region of southern Africa - and perhaps other regions in

future? Is it reasonable to expect other countries to close their eyes to such

~evelopments and to continue to assist Israel by, for example, supplying it with

sophisticated computer systems that would enable Israel to develop its nuclear

capabil i ties?

The sponsors of this draft resolution hope that the dangers inherent in

Israel's nuclear armament will be clearly discerned and reflected in the vote on it.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I call on Mr. Kheradi,

Secr~tary 0f the Committee.

Mr. KHERM1I (Secretary of the Committee): I wish to inform the Committee

that the following countries have become sponsors of the following draft

resolutions: A/C.l/44/L.lO, Cameroon and Viet Nam; A/C.l/44/L.l8, Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics; A/C.l/44/L.2l, Egypt; A/C.l/44/L.25, Fiji; A/C.l/44/L.35,

Nigeria; A/C.l/44/L. 37, Greece and Fiji; A/C.l/44/L.38, Costa Rica; A/C.l/44/L.41,

Romania; A/C.l/44/L.43, Costa Rica; A/C.1/44/L.47, Costa Rica and Greece;

A/C.l/44/S.54, Thailand and Singapore; A/C.l/44/L.58, Ireland; A/C.l/44/L.59/Rev.l,

Sweden; and A/C. 1/44/L. 63, Myanmar and Singapon~.

The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m.
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