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l. The attention of the Sub-Commission is drawn to the fact that the
Government of the United States hag issued invitations to a Radio
Communications Administrative Conference and a Plenipotentilary Conference
to be held on 15 May and 1 July 1947 respectively at Atlantic City for the
purpose of revising the Intermational Telecommunicatiohs Convention
(Madrid 1932), and oflre-orgapizing the Inmternational Telecommunications
Union, (Note: A meeting of experts to prepare a draft agreement between
the United Nations and the Internationasl Telecommunications Union will be
held on 16 June 1947. The Seéretary-General has called this meeting in
accordance with the decision of the Economic and Social Council suggested
by the Temporary Transport and Communications Commission, which expressed
the hope that the Intermational Telecommunications Union would be brought
into relationship with the United Nations at the forthcoming Conference. )
A Conference on International High Frequency Broadcasting will be convened
between 15 May and 1 July 1947.

2. The Sub-Commission may wish to congider a number of matters in the field
of telecommunications that may arise in connection with the meetings
mentioned above. Having regard, however, to timing difficulties

and, in perticular, to the fact that the conferences in gquestion will

meet before the Fifth Session of the Economic and Social Council, 1t will

ogsible for the Sub-Commission to communicate with the
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Telecommunications Union through the Economic and Soclal Council. Under

the circumstances, the Sub-Commiseion may wlsh to suggest that the

Secreta;y-ceneral convey 1ts views to these meetings.
The matters referred to above Include the following:
(a) Current trends in Telecommunications which relate to the
effectivenese of broadcasting and othe} electrical media as means of
spreading information internationally;
(b) The question whether, in the allocation of the spectrum, adequate
space will be made available for frequencles in the international
broadcast bands;

- (c) The encouragement of the production and distribution in

Member States of inexpenslve full coverage receivers cepeble of
recelving all international short-wave broadcastis;
(d) Questions arising in commection with the proposed revieion of
the articles of the Interratlonal Telecommunications Convention.
(This conventlon contains many articles affecting the free flow of
information between nations. These articles establish the methods
and procedure for handling prese and written record traffic at
terminals, relay points and gateways. 'According to the convention,
the application of restrictive regulation by contracting Governments
is permitted only when the national security is in danger),
(e) The possibility of establishing a code of ethics to be applied to
international broadcasts. (In this comnection, it might be recommended
that 1t be recognized as & fundamental principle that no country has
any fixed property right to any particular fregquency but that the
ether 1s the Jolnt property of all the peoples of the world. If this
concept were recognized, it would follow that all frequencies should
be used in the interests of all the peoples of the world. The
Sub-Commission might recommend that some machinery be established

whereby subscribing states would be encouraged to promote international
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