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Report of the Rapporteur 

I am happy to submit for the consideration of the members the 

report on the wor~ successfully concluded by the Ad Hoc Committee 

on Coordination. and General Questions, 'l>rhioh was constituted 1n 

virtue of a decision of a ·plenary meeting of the fourth session of 

the Economie Commission for Latin America held on 29 May 195'1. 

I must note, with deep satisfaction, that this important 

Committee enjoyed the constant assistance and valuable oo-oper~tion 

of most of the representatives of the oountries Which make up 

this young, but already meritorious, regional commission of the 

United Nations. 

Under the ehairmanship of Mr. Pierre Hudtèourt, the 

.representative ot the Republic of Haiti, the Committee held eight 

meetings during which it dealt with the issues which may have the 

g~êatest influence on the future and the basic orientation of the . .. ~ 

Economie Commission for Latin America, as well as with its 

relations with other. international organs and groups, governmental 
* This document has been reproduced in New York from the or1g1nal issued at 

Mexico City. 
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or non-governnental, of undisputed social and economie importance to 

· the American Continent. 

The }Jrudence vtith Hhich the Commi ttee approached those problelJl~ 

and settlèd. ·them - vThich i·iill shortly rèsult in progressively clos_~!,' 

and mutually advantageous relations and ties - is doubtless due to 

the strong spirit of :r1utual understandin~ and conciliation shown by 

the representatives who took part in the discussions, and is_no less 

due to their goodwill, which enabled them to accomplish a tasl( which 

will have effects of •lnp1edictable significance on world ~ace and 

the welfare of the peoples of our Hemisphere. 

In laying emphasis on those qual~_ties, I should lilŒ to mention 

most particularly the tact of the representative of France, Mr. 

Philippe de Sey~es, who \vas Chairman of the Horkin~ 9:;-oup 0~1 .the 

relations between ECLA and the Inter-American Economie and Social 
,· 

Council of the Organization of American States and the .co-ordination 

of their respective activities. 

I must also draw attention to the very conciliatory spirit of the 

representative of the United States, 1-'Ir. Herwin L. Bohan, who, despite 

definite differences of opinion arising from a different point of view, 

iii th fine tact basically associa ted himself 'vi th the thinking and 

aspirations of Latin Ar.lerica. The important statement he made in the 

Worl~ing Group to the gratification of all delegations is evidence of 

his attitudes 11 The United States delegation", sa~d- ·r~. Boh~n• 11wishes 

to state that the Government of the United States is deeply i"fJ'essed 
. - ' '; .. 

by the high quality ot the \vork being don~ by ECLA; it 'dshes that ... · 
hmrk to 
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'i:rork to continue wi th the strong~st and most sincère· support of the 

Government of the United States". 

That spirit of harmony can only be attributed ·to the high personal 

qualities of all the representatives, their deep human 

understanding and thej_r sincere desire for international co-operation, 

and to the fact that public opinion in all countries at the present 

time is becoming increasingly concerned because the new economie 

trends arising from the world political crisis threaten to cause 

even greater disturbances in trade among nations and to impose new 

privation and suffering upon millions of human beings struggling -

and vrho have been struggling for centuries - in poverty and the most 

\VTetched despair~ 

In a 1vorld that is clos ely kni t and necessarily interdependent, 

it is impossible to conceive of or to tolerate anachronistic 

privileges and discriï:J.inatory practicès, for all the peoples of this 

\vorld are in. the same boat and nrust go down or be saved together. 

Those vrere the preoccupations ôf the members of the Commi ttee; 

they v.rere guided by sincerè concern for the anguisl;l of depressed 

people s. 'l'hat \'lé3.S the ir concern wh en they sough t ade qua te methods to 

achieve effective a!'ld concerted international action to put a stop to 

the state of affa:trs ;.rhic:l ue.s gaf.ning strength in the New World and 

to p-omote the restoration of confidence among nations - a condition 

which coulè, brool\: no delayo.' That wàs their objective vr~en they 

focussed their attention on the relations 1.;ith and the. co-ordination 

of functions of ECLJ.. 1'li th other or gans concerned wi th the same 

/problems and 
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problems and created to promote economie development and help to raise 

the standard of living of the peoples of Latin Americ~ 

The resolutions and l'ecommendations of the Ad Hoc Conuni ttee on 

Co-ordination and General Questions during this fourth session 

constitute, in our view, an important step forward; there is reason 

to believe that at future sessions, with the intelligent and 

valuable assistance of our Executive Secretary, ECLA will be ~ble 

to strengthen its sound structure and overcome new obstacles through 

practical achievements. 

I shall now review the questions considered and resolved in the 

Committee in the hope that they will meet with the approval of this 

plenary assembly. 

ECLA-FAO JOINT WORK PROGRAN1'1E AND OTHER HATTERS CONCERNING 
AGRICULTl.JRE AND FORESTRY 

The Committee noted with satisfaction the report on the ECLA-FAO 

joint vrork programme, and particularly, the agreement signed in 1950 

between the Executive Secretary of the Commission and the Director 

General of the FAO. Both the agreement and the joint work of the two 

bodies in Latin America obtained the unanimous approval of the 
1 

Committee. The representative of the FAO, in a statement before the 

Committee, emphasized the great importance the FAO attached to 

co-operation '·rith ECLA on agricultural and economie questions of mutual . 
concern and expressed satisfaction regarding the manner in which that 

co-operation had been effected. 

The Committee also took note of the intiative taken jointly by 

ECLA and the FAO on the question of agricultural credit. In view of 

/the statement 
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the statement contained in. the Executive·secretaryrs report that 

several Hember Governments bad not yet· replied·.to tbe questionnaire .. 

on that metter, it decided to suggest to tho~e governments which had 

not done so, that th!=lY should 'transmit 'their replies as soon as 

possible, so that the Executive Secretary and the Director-General 
.! ,-

of the FAO could convene a meeting of experts on agricultural credit 

in one of the Central Americart coùntries t as agreed at th~ third 

session of the Commission held in Montevideo (E/CN.12/249). 

The Committee also took note of the establishment of a Latin 
: ' ,.. ,·.' 

American Agricultural'·Training Centre at Santiago, Chile~ at the 

joint initiative of the FAO, ·the United Nations, the International 

Bank for Reconstruction arià Development and the Government of Chile. 

In a resolution (E/CN.12/247), the Committee noted with satisfaction 

that information and agreed to req~est governments to give special 

attention tb the ·opportunities ~fforded by the training centre. 

The Gômmittee consideredwith special interest the report o:p. the 

importance of fo::rests and·rorest products to the economy of Latin . ' .. 
America (E/CN.l2/235) and adopted a :resolution .(E/CN.12/246) 

recommending that the Executive Seeretary ·should continue.::that type of 

work and also recommending to meniber governments a series of measures 
. 1· '; ... , .. ·' : . ; 

of great importance relating to forestry policy~· It specifically 

requested them, in preparing and carrying out their programmes of 

forestry development, to take into account t~e study contained in the 

above mentioned report on forestry and forest products. 

/RELATIONS 
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RELATIONS 1tJITH NQN ... GOVERN11E:NTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The Committee considered the note submitted by the Executive 

Secretary on the consul ta ;ive agreements· between ECL.A. a~d · 

non-governmental organizations. Ha_ving takên i:q:to aoe_oi.mt the. fact that 

the Economie and Social Council, at its thirteenth · sèssiori, · ~tould 

study the problem of r,~~ations between the regional commissions and 
. ·:-a; . . ' . 

the non-goverrunental··. 6rganizations, i t decided to awai t the re sul ts 
, ... - . ' 

of the Council tte''study be fore tak~ng any decision on i ts permanent 
•' ~ .. . 

:rules of ~ocedure. In the meantinie, it decided to apply the rules 
. r , ~ ,•. 

established .in resolutions 288 and 289 (X)_ of the Economie and Soc.ial 

Council, in particular .thbse referr:ï,.rig·· to corisul.tà.tive arrangements 
. . '. ' . ' ·. . '. . 

'..rith non-governmental orgâriizatibns. ·.:·.În addition,: to supplement 
' . . . ,,.· 

those mea~ures·, it agreed. to modify ari'fcprovisfori of the Con:unissiontg: · 

present rules of' procetlure·· which. mighi; .··be in~ompatible wi th 
... . ." . ~ .. ~ '. 

resolutiop.s 288;and 289 (X) :m~nti:~ed ab.ô\te (E/CN,l2/248) • 
., ·, -,; . 

·soum. Alv.ŒE\ICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 

The Ecoh~m+.c ~·a:na Social· Council requested thë Economie Commission 

for Latin A:merica·to express an opinion on the application submitted 

by the South Americàn Petroleum Institute for consultative status in 

category B.-·· The Committee examined the facts of the matter and more 

particularly the r.eport subiaitted by the ~ecutive Secretary, and .. 
having concluded. that the .a-etivities 'ôf the Soutt{.A.merican Petroleum ... 
Institute were ·of value to, th,e, ·economie development of the Latin 

American countries, agree~" to'reéommend to the Economie and Social 

Council that the Institute should be accorded consultative status in 

/ca tegory B. 
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MEASURES TO INCREASE THE AVAILABILITY OF . 
. SUPPLIES OF EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL MATERIALS. 

The Committee examined the report presented by the Executive 

Secretary referring to the resolution on measures to increase the 

availability of supplies of educational, scientific and cultural 

materials, approved at the third session, and took special note of the 

fact that no country had as yet replied to the questionnair~ on this 

subject. The Conrr~ittee therefore adopted a resolution in which, 

reiterating the importance attached by the member 1 governments to the 

free international circtüa ti on of su ch ma te rials, i t requested the 

governments to reply as soon as possible ta the questionnaire. ·The 

Committee also agreed to renevr the request made to the Executive 

Secretary of the Commission and the Director-General of UNESCO that 

they should, at their convenience, provide for the establishment of· 

the Working Group envisaged in the resolution of the Commission'at its 

third session ta vrhich reference has been made. (E/CN.l2/AC.l4/9) 

TRJ.':FFIC REGUL'_TION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN HIGHWAY 

The Committee also discussed traffic regulation on the Inter­

American High,Hay.. After studying the note submi tted in this 

connexion by the Executive Secretary and carefully considering the 

precise question 1:1hether the governments concerned should have more 

information upon which to base their decision regard-ing the possibil~ty 

of concluding an agreement on this point, de~:i,ded to request the 

Executive Secretary to prepare a general study of the international 

/aspects of 
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aspects of the problems of raad transport in Latin America, with 

special emphasis on those concerning the Inter-American Highway. 

(E/CN.l2/AC.l4/lO}. 

COORDINATION trliTH THE INTER-AMERICAN 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUHCIL 

The Committee discussed, first in plenary session, the question 

of co-ordination between the Commission and the Inter-American 

Economie and Social Council of the Organization of American States, 

and heard statements from the representatives of the latter 

organization. It thereupon agreed to form a working group composed 

of the representatives of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, 

the United States of America, France, Guatemala, Haiti and Mextao, 

who after holding three meetings, reached complete accord and 

submitted to the Committee a draft resolution which was approved 

unanimously. (E/CN.l2/AC.l4/l2/Rev.l). 

The unanimous opinion of the delegations during the entire 

discussion was that co-ordination at the Secretariat level was entirely 

satisfactory. They agreed to form a Permanent Cornr1ittee on Co-ordination 

with representatives from bath Secretariats to continue this important 

work. ..,
1 

,.;., 

Nevertheless, sorne members of the Commission brought ,up .th,§t, .·. , .: :i!':i 

question of raising the work of co-ordination between the .two p.gencie9'· 

to the government level, insisting that policies followed by 

governments with respect to ECLA and to the Inter-American Economie 

and Social Council were not always well co-ordinated. Although the 

/majority ·of 
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majority of the mel'!lbers of the Commission were of the opinion that 

co-ordination at the Secretariat level satisfactorily solved problems 

of co-ordination, i t· ,.;as .. manimously ag;reed to es (;ablish special 

machinery for the timely review of co-ordination problems at the 

inter-governmental level. 

This machinery, which is set up in the same resolution 

(E/CN.l2/AC.l4/12/Rev.l) consists in inviting the Inter-American 

Economie and Social Council to designate an official of the 

Organization of American States who, together '\'fith the official of 

the United Nations designa ted by ECLA, ·Hill study the arrangements 

they consider necessary and adequate to ensure that co-ordination at 

the government level is achieved in a practical and positive manner. 

The Committee, in a separate recommendation, designated the 

Executive Secretary, Ml'. Raul Prebisch, to re present ECLA. in the stuà 

tha t will be made of this mat\ter. 



E/CN.l2/256 
Page 10 

to the plenary session of the Commission. The text of this motion is 

as follows: 

"THE ECONOMIC COl11'1ISJ ION FOR LATIN ANERICA, 

CONSIDERING that at its third session it recommended to Latin 

American Governments the adoption of specifie and co-ordinated 

procedures to give an impetus to the economie development of their 

countries; and 

CONSIDERING that it is most desirable that the Economie Commissior. 

for Latin America should maintain closer and more direct contact with 

the national bodies in charge of the economie policy of Member States, 

for the purpose of: 

(1) giving form and reality to the procedures referred to . 
in the first paragraph; 

(ii) ensuring greater ease and despatch in the handling of 

matters generally and in the completion of studies and 

consultations, the continuity of '-thich must be maintained for 

the better achievement of ECLA's purposes; 

(iii) ensuring that at no time shall interest in the , .. wrk, 

studies, and recowjendations of the Commission lapse but that, 

on the contrary, interest shall be continuous bet1veen sessions: 

and 

(iv) maintaining the common point of view that so happily 

bas been achieved and continued through the periodic meetings 

of the Commission. 

RECO~ffiNDS to the Executive Secretary that, as far as 

/circumstances 
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circumstances permit, it should achieve closer and more direct contact 

\'Tith the Latin American governmental departments and agencies in 

charge of economie policy or planning or of those economie activities 

in 't'Thich the Commission is basically interested; and 

URGES the Latin American Governments to consider favourably the 

desirabili ty of the creation in each of the lftember Countr·ies of a 

special body or the selection of an existing body to take charge of 

the maintenance of permanent contact and effecti.ve collaboration \.Ji th 

the Executive Secretary of ECLA, for the better achievement of the 

purposes set forth in the preamble of this resolutionn. 

In submi tting this brief account of the vrork of the Ad Hoc 

Committee on Co-ordination and General questions, complex and difficult 

as it was in reconciling differences of approach and, sometimes, 

opposing points of Y:lew, I should like to reiter a te my gr a ti tude to the 

Commission for the honour it accorded me - and my country - in 

designa ting me i ts Rapporteur, and to express my most heartfelt '>Tishes 

for the con~olidation and progress of the Economie Commission for Latin 

America. 




