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Mr. Chairman:

The economic problem of Costa Rica is touching in its simplicity:
our country is too small to cope with the feverish reality of contemporary
economic laws and forces,

With its 800,000 inhabitants and 55 square kilometres of territory, our
economy has barely sufficient breathing space within these narrow limits.
Fundementally agricultural, we are conditioned for a more patriarchal
rhythm of life. Traditionally democratic, rac¢ially homogeneous, politically
a mesocracy, we have, in the course of our history, developed a people
that has succeeded in attaining the lmperative needs of a civilized people.
And, meanwhile, our economy was making slow progress, not keeping pace
with our cultural development and with the ever-increasing needs of our
populetion, ;

In spite of our Spanish austerity, as our people became more cultured
they began to urge the realization of their dearest and almost minimum
aspirations for an easier and more equitable standard of life. However,
an almost one-crop economy and en acute abgence of industries stoed in
the way.

To supplement the foregoing, I wish, Mr, Chalrman, to describe briefly
the econcmic character of my country.

Of our population, -80% live by agriculture. 65% of our farmers are
owners of small farms, and land owners number 63,000, Thus a network of
small farms has been formed, which though useful for the development of
our democracy, hampers the development of our economy. In the valleys of
the high plateaux our people grow coffee, representing 62% of our exports,
kidney beans, potatoes, sugar cane, rice, garden vegetables and the like.

* This document is & revised tramnslation of the original which was issued
in Santiago. :
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It is absolutely necessary for Costa Rica to undertake a vast plan
of immigration. We have so mich fertile iand, in the best conditions for
development, that a broad policy in this direction has become imperative.

The valley of the Sen Isidro del General, about four times larger than

our Central Plateau, with an average altitude of between 600 and 1200 metres,
and of extraordinary fertility, is capable of settlement by 200,000 Europeans.
And that is only one example chosen from among meny.

We must also conclude a scientific system of commercial treaties with
neighbouring countries. In order to broaden our markets thereby and to be
able to purchase goods from abroad, without the necessity of making
withdrawals from the now almost exhausted fund of gold currencies. Such
g series of commerciul treaties will have to be extended to all the
countries of America, covering preferably the other countries of Central
America for reasons of proximity end close co-operation. Coffee from
Costa Rica must be the currency for Chilean nitrates.

Finally, we must co-operate in the creation and maintain in operation
shipping lines of our own which will transport our products in a less costly

and less mcnopolistic manner.



'l




