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The meeting was called t.o orcbr at 10.15 a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISAAM1MENT ITI!MS

Mr. STEPHANOU (Greece) (interpretation from French). Allow me, first of

all, Si:, on behalf of my country and on my own behalf, to congratulate you

cordially on your election to the chairmanship of the First Committee. Your long

diplomatic experience and your skill in dealing with problems of disarm1ment, which

you have manifested repeatedly, are the best pledge of the success of our work.

Our congratula tions also go t.o the tw~ Vice-Cha irmen, Mohamed Nabil Fahmy and

Hassan Mashhadi and to our Rapporteur - my compatriot, Dimitrios Platis.

1 would also like to take this opportunity to convey our condolencl!s to the

Government of the United Stat.es with regard to the terrible earthQuake which struck

northern California. Our condolences go to the victims and we also extend our best

wishes for the prompt rehahilitation of the survivors, and for California's

recovery from the damage suffered.

It is also my pleasant privilege to express, on behalf of my delegation, our

complete satisfaction with the masterly and inspired manner in which Ambassador

Ik>ugl as Roche of Canada conducted the wor k of the Commi ttee &t the forty-th ird

sess ion. We also wish to commend Mr. Akashi, Under-Secretary-General for

Disarmament Affairs, and the Committee's Secretary, Mr. Kheradi, for their work.

On 16 October 1989, Ambassador Pierre Morel, speakinq in his capacity as

Chairman, on behalf of the twelve States members of the European Community, gave a

detailed account of the Community's views on disarmament. Whil~ fully endorsing

the remarks made by Mr. M:>rel, I wish to put forward certain additional views of

the Greek Government on certain points.
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Greece - a coun try tradi tionally and firmly dedica ted to peace and to the

pr ocedures for the pe.:\ce fu 1 settlemen t of dispu tes - can only endor se any

ini tia tive or ef fort aimed at accelera ting the disar mament process. Proceeding

from the principle that war must no longer be an instrument of politics and that it

is the duty of the in terna tional communi toy to prevent all wars, whe ther nuclear or

conventional, Greece is opposed to any act of commission or omission that would

imPede the disarmament process. Such impediments would result in an increase in

reasons for the use or threat of use of ~orce or in the reasons for military

intervention, occupation of territories by foreign armies or faits accomplis. They

are violations of the principles of the United Nations Charter and are inconsistent

with the United Nations goal of safeguarding the peace.
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The effurts towards nuclear and conventional disarmament remain our central

concern. These efforts which have long been under way within the United Nations

system, have been nuch influenced recently by the progress in the hila teral

negotiations between the super-Powers. Also, our hopes have been bolstered by the

joint declaration of 23 september last, at Jackson Lake lodge, to the effect that

the United States and the Soviet Union reaffirmed their common will to continue

their efforts to achieve a universal, effectively verifiable and truly general ban

on chemical weapons and the destruction of all chemical weapon stockpiles.

As at the 43rd session, the work of the First Committee has this year begun

auspiciously. After concluding their Treaty on the Elimination of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - INF Treaty - of December 1987, the

United States and the Soviet Union have continued their dialogue, including in the

area of arms control. The two super-Powers have reaffirmed their undertaking to

halve their strategic arsenals. We attach great importance also to action in the

field of preventing an arms race in space and ending nuclear teats.

Greece, which is convinced of the central role of the United Nations in

prono ting disarmament, fully accepts the need for mul tila teralism if the

international climate ls to be improved. As our Minister of Fbreign Affairs,

Mr. Georqe Papoulias, has emphasized with reference to the joint efforts which have

set us on the path to tangible progress in relations between East and west in

Europe, we are convinced that confidence can replace mistrust and that co-operation

should tak~ the place of confrontation.

'l'ne positive results of the Stockholm Conference as regards the ~trengthening

of confi dence between the European Sta tes and the welcome outcome of thp.

discussions in Vienna at the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe

(CS CE) are encourag ing signs for securi ty and co-opera tion in Europe.
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In this respect, my country welcomes the opening of two sets of nellotiationsI one

on developing new security and confidence-building measures, and the other on

conven tional armed forces ira Europe.

Greece, with its firm commi tment to developing confi dence at the regional

level, is gratified to have been the first to propose implementing the Helsinki

Final Act on a regional basis. As part of the process begun by the CSCE,

co-operation in the Balkan peninsula has proved to be one of the most significant

develo(:lTlents. We are firmly committed to promoting 13uch co-operati(")n with our

Balkan neighbours in areas of common interest. As our Minister of Foreign Affairs

has emphasized, 'awe shall spare no effort towards the furtherance of this process,

Which serves peace and stability in our region". (A/44/PV.11, pp. 44-45)

My country, which is party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear

Weapons, remains fai thful to its principles and provis ions. In this respect, we

hope that the Fburth NPT Review Conference will help consolidate and strengthen the

non-proliferation regime and that more countries will accede to the Treaty.

As it opposes the horizontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear arms,

Greece is pleased that the United States and the Soviet Union are continuing their

START negotiations to reach agreement on Umi ting such weapons, and that they have

agreed to establish nuclear ri sk reduction c~n tres pursuant to the ir implemen t.a t ion

of article VI of the Non-Proliferation Treaty. Any progress towards curbing and

revers ing the nuclear arms race will help strengthen the non-proli fera tion regime.

Disarmament is a multidimensional process, and the danger of a nuclear war is

only one side of the coin. Destruction in terms of human lives has its origins

essenti,lly in conventional weapons, whose destructive power (~ntinues to

increase. Greece therefore suppor ts any e ffor t ai med a t reducing conven tional
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weapons to the lowest possible level which takes account of the security interests

of eaCh State and the military threats resulting from the existing imbalances.

Greece shares the conviction that progress in the field of conventional disarmament

is indispensable and contributes to reducing the risk of a nuclear conflict, with

the aim of achieving prevention of war at any level of hostility. Thus, the

development begun in Europe in the sphere of conventional arms control and in

security and confidence measures is a major ~ontribution and establishes a positive

precedent in the general disarmament process.

Concluding a global, universal and verifiable convention on the prohibition of

the development, production and stockpil ing of chemical weapons and on their

destruction is for Greece a priority issue on a par with nuclear and conventional

disarmament.

Greece welcomes the results of the Paris Conference of 7 to 9 January 1989,

which gave fresh impetus to efforts speedily to eliminate chemical weapons. This

new political boost to the Geneva negotiations and the melOOrandum on the Subject

concluded between the United States and the Soviet Union are encouraging examples

of the movement towards ending the risk of the proliferation of these weapons.

In this respect, my country also welcomes the Canberra Conference, held from

18 to 22 September 1989, between representatives of Government and industry on

chemical weapons. The resolution that Conference adopted unanimously is a new,

positive contribution to the Geneva negotiations and implementation of a convention

once it is signed.

Because of its awareness of the problems of development, Greece is ready to

support any effort aimed at implementing the programme of action adopted by the

Conference on disarmament and development in such a way that their relationship is

manifested in practical terms.
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My delega tion is conv inced tha t the Uni ted Na tions must play a cen tr al role in

the field of disarmament, in accordance with the aims and objectives set out in its

Charter. Greece is therefore prepared to support the ini tia tives to prolOOte and

strengthen the performance and output of the First Committee, and would take this

opportunity to praise the persever2.ng efforts of successive Chairmen who have

guided the work of our Committee in recent years, which have proved positive.

These efforts have, inter alia, facilitated the acbption of a larger number of

resolutions by consensus, and this, combined with the improved general climate,

should give the work of our Committee fresh impetus.
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I have confined myself to listing a certain number of items. Let us hope that

the sense of responsibility which our Governments must show, and which has led to

thA current long-awai ted improvement of the in terna tional clima te, will find in our

work the necesaary inspiration and will to achieve the goals we have set ourselves,

covering the vast range of disarmament problems that we have to deal with.

Mr. TANAS lE (Romania) (interpretation from French), It is a particular

pleasure, Sir, for me to be able to begin by w~rmly congratulating you on your

election as Chairman of our Committee. You are the distinguished representative of

a country Which, although geographically distant from us, is close to us by reason

of our common Latin origin and culture. We are convinced that your ability and

personal qualities guarantee a successful outcome to the Committee's work. I wish

also to congratulltte the other officer s of the Commi ttee as well as the member 8 of

the Se cre tar la t who are wor king with us.

I Rhould like to associate myself with the other speakers who have expressed

to the delega tions of the Uni ted Sta tea and the People's Republic of Ch ina sympa thy

and condolences with regard to the recent earthquakes, which claimed so many

victims.

The debates in our Committee, like those taking place in the General A.."lsembly

during the current session, are occurring at a time of great significance in the

evolution of international relations. Over recent years a number of siqnifi.cant

steps have been taken on the path to disarmament. They include the Soviet-Uniteo

States agreement on the elimination of medium-range missileR and the fact that a

numtler of interllational conflicts are proceeding towards political solutions,

through negotiation.
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However, it must be noted that, as a number of delegations have stressed in

the general debate, the international situation is still fragile and detente has

not become irreversible. The international community is still confronted with

complex and worrying phenomena. There are in the world immense quantities of

nuclear and conventional weapons, and nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass

destruction are being modernized and are becoming increasingly sophisticated. We

are also witnessing extremely high military budgets and the beginnings of the

militarization of outer space.

The destructive capacity of nuclElr weapons has hardly been affected by the

Soviet-United States agreement, and that capacity will even be increased by the

proposed modernization of tactical nuclear weapons. FUrthermore, there are

si.gn1 ficant stocl(s of chemical weapons, and they will be increased wi th the

production of binary weapons. Chemical and nuclear weapons form integral parts of

the planned armaments of certain countries and of their tactics. Those factors,

coJTt)ined with the continued existence of the doctrine of nuclear deterrence, keep

the arms race going and perpetua te the danger of war.

We should consider this bleak picture in conjunction with the heavy burden of

underdevelopment, which is in itself a great threat to interrational peace and

stability. It is not by chance that in raising disarmament. problems at the current

ses!'lion the developing countrie~ have ~gain emphatically linke:J them with the vital

need to eliminate underdevelopment, so that the resources now being wasted for

military purpo~es may be reassigned for economic and social development.

All nf this makes it clear that the basic problem of the modern world is still

to halt the arms race and achieve disarmament, starting with nuclear disarmament,

with the final elimination by staqes of all nuclear weapons, a halt to nuclear

te!'lts and to the militarization of outer space, and a radical reduction of

conventional weapons.
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The achievement of those goals requires fostering new thinking and a new

approach to the solution of international problems, including disarmament

problems. As is borne out by the present international situation, that effort

shOuld be based on firm respect for the principles of relations between States -

above all, equality of rlghts, national independence and sovereignty,

non-interference in the internal affairs of others, the non-use of force or the

threat of its use, and nutual advantage.

Lil(e many others, our delegation thinks that the priority disarmament

objective undOubtedly continues to be nuclear disarmament. It is clear that

~uclear weapons do not provide genuine security, and that Lheir steady accumulation

would lead to increased insecurity. This priority should be reflected in the

debates and negotiations within the United Nations and elsewhere.

The action most urgently needed now to reverSe the arms raCe is a halt to the

development of nuclear weapons. In the present more favourable political

condition~, factors causing political-militari imbalances should be eliminated

solely through negotiation, not by the use of more sophisticated technologv,

lead~ng to the development of new and even more lethal weapons.

~perts believe that the proposed modernization of shor.t-range nuclear

missiles would by itself mean a fourfold increase in their destructive capacity,

whiCh would more than outweigh the effect of the reduction of medium-range

missiles. Th,'lt is why Romania has repeatedly reaffirmed its opposition to the

modernization of short-range missiles, I"'::llling rather for the start of negotiations

to bring about their total eliminatioi from the arsenals of States.

The Romanian delegation believes that the General Assembly should appeal to

all States to renounce the moderniza tion and development of nuclear weapons· and

also to renounCe the doctrinl" of nuclear deterrence. That is the only way to

guarantee the effectiveness of any disarmament measures which may b~ adopted.
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Similarly, a halt to all nuclear tests is also urgently needed. Romania

attaches special importance to the Six-Nation Initiative, and actively supports the

convening of an international conference to amend the 1963 Treaty Banning Nuclear

Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water, in order to include in it

the cessation of underground nuclear tests.

The Romanian delegation has already spoken in the General Assembly of the

importance of stepping up negotia tions between the Soviet Union and the United

Sta tes on strategic weapons. My delega tion believes that it would be useful to

re..1'lew the General Assembly's appeal to the Soviet Union and the United Sta tes to

conclude as soon as possible a treaty to reduce their strategic nuclear weapons by

50 per cent. Romania will actively support any resolution containing such an

appeal.
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At the same time, there ls a vital need, within the framework of the Geneva

Conference on Disarmament, to rove urgently towards the development of a

comprehensive treaty for the prohibition and gradual total elimination of nuclear

weapons, one th"t '..,ould include a ban on the production and testing of nuclear

weapons as well as provide for the destructia'l of stockpiles and methods of

transpor t.

Clear ly, the Geneva Con ference on Disarmament has an impor tant role to play in

the prooess of nuclear disarmament, and it must step up negotiations a'l all the

i tAms on its agenda and achieve more effective results.

Unfor tuna tely, at th is year's sess ion the Conference on Disarmament fa Hed to

arrive at a joint approach that would enable it to rove on to substantive

negotiations on nuclear-disarmament items. It: is also regrettable to note that the

problem of the nuclear test-ban was not consinered in depth owing to the inability

to establish an ad hoc committee of the Conference on that item.

Wi th respect to negotiations on the draft convention on the prohibition and

elimina tia'l of chemical weapons, al thOJgh cer ta in paragraphs of a procedur al and

drafting nature were complHted this year, important substantive issues remain to be

resolve~, such as the modatities for monitoring and verification, the procedure for

riestroyinq chemical-weapon stockpi lee and production facil i ties, a guarantee of the

security of States during the transitioo period until implementation of the

conv~ntion and the need to guar an tee the peace fu 1 use of the chemical indus try.

It ls incumbent Upa'l us to increase our efforts in the Conference on

Disarmament to find solutions tD those problems and to complete the drafting of the

conv en ti on.

Alooq with other del eqa tion s we feel that in view of the exis ting

interdependence between chemical and nuclear weapons the countries participating in

the wor k of the Conferencp. on Disarmament should more energetically engage in
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negC) tia tions to ban the production and s toCkpil ing of chemical weapons along wi th

negotiations on the total elimination of nuclear weapons. We must bear in m1n~

that an effective and equitable process of nuclear and chemical disarmament should

be based on thl~ pr inci ple of equal secur i ty for all eaun tr iee and devised so as not

to create new imbalances in international life.

The Conference on Disarmament should also step up its efforts to achieve

practical results in it.s work to prevent the miUtarization of ooter space. At

this year's session discussions on that subject were still general in nature. The

ultimate goal should be the prohibition of all military activities in ooter space

and prevention of the misuse of that rO#gion. The time has come to respond to the

call of the in terna tional community to ensure tha t ou ter space is proclaimed the

cC'>tnJ'lOn heritage of mankind and used exclusively for peaceful purposes. 'It is quite

clear that any unilateral actiat to militarize outer space will inevitably be

followed by a similar action on the other side.

Linked to the problem of nuclear disarmament is the crea tien of

nuclear-weapon-free zones. This represents an important step in consolidating

peace and in creating conditions for th~ total eliminatiat of nuclear weapons.

Romania has always wor ked to br ing about the transforma tion of the Balkan s into a

zone of peace, co-opera Hen and good-nei ghb,",url iness free from nuclear and chernical

weapons and without foreign bases or troops. At the same time, it supports the

crea tion of such zones in 0 ther par ts of the world.

At the Third Review Conference on the Treaty on the Prohibition of the

Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed

and the ~ean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof, several delegations, including that

of Roman ia, called for the nego tia ted reductioo of naval armaments and milt tary

forces in the light of the existing situation. r.tj delegation feels that more must
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be da'la to achieve the total demilitarization of the sea-bed and the ocean floor

and that negotiations I111st be begun to reduce naval forces to the levels strictly

necessary for defence, that the crea tion of denuclear hed Za'leB in various mad time

regions should also be encouraged and stinulated and that steps should be taken to

prevent the further dumping of tOldc or radioactive wastes a'l the ocean floor and

sea-bedR.

On our view, naval forces should be included in the disarmament process, and

thl'! Uni ted Na tions, as well as the Geneva Confer ence on Disarmament, should step up

its activiti~8 in this field.

While qiving priority attention to the problems of nuclear disarmament,

Romania at the same time supports the taking of practical steps to reduce

conventional armaments, troops and military spending.

My coun try welcomes the Vienna negotia tions on the reduc tion of conven tional

armaments and on oonfidence- and securitY-building measures in &Jrope. Indeed, we

are actively participating in them, inspired by a desire to contribute, with other

participating countries, to the achievement of disarmament and to the establishment

of a new system of international relations that would exclude the use or threat of

use of force. Romania hopes that the negotiations will soon lead to positive

reBul ta, namely, a r"ldical reductioo in armaments and mili tary ~orce9 in Europe, of

at least 50 per cent to begin with·, preserving a military balance that would

exclude any posoibility of military aqqression and under strict international

control.

Por it~q part, three years ago, in 1986, Romania carried out a unilateral 5 to

10 per cent reductioo in ita armaments, armed forces and military spending, and the

reRources thus freed were redirected to var iou.~ programmes of economic and social

development - the construction of housing, asaistdnoe to large families, and so

on. At present mU itary expenditure in Romania ooea not exceed 3 per cent of
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na tional income, an amount tha t is among the lowest in the world a'l a per c.pHi!.

basis. Our expenditure will continue to be held at that 18'.1.1. In view of the

faot that military expenditure represents the primary faotor fuelling the arms

race, Romania is jn favour of an over-all reduction in the military :"udqets of

States, not a'lly in Europe but throughout the world, beginning with a first cut of

at least SO per cent, mateing it possible to use the resources thus treed for the

eCQ'\omio and 800ial development of oountr ie8 and to incre&s& ass is tl':"loe to

developing countries. That would be consistent with the provisions of the Final

Dooument of the In terna tional Conferenoe on the Rela tionship between ~harmament

and Development.

The Romanian delegation, like many other delegations, has in recent years paid

particular attention within the United Nations to the reduotion ('\f military

budgets, a question that has also been inoluded this year on the First Conantttee's

agenda. We are gratefuL to the delegations that' have supported our view that the

adoption of prinoiples governing activities of States in negotiations to freeze and

reduce military budgets would be a significant oontribution by the United Nations

to the future orientation of States in their negotiations to reduce military

budge ts and to br ing abOJ t a world of peaoe and co-opera tion. We hope tha t the

spirit of co-operation that oharaoterizes the work of the General Assembly and of

this Committee will make it possible to cooolude the drafting of a cbcument of

prinoiples at this session.
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Romania welcomed the General Assembly's declaration of the 19908 as the Third

Disarmament Decade. Bearing in mind, on the one hand, the more favourable

international political clinate, and on the other, the dangers that continue, at

tne end of the twentieth .:entury, to threaten the very existence of mankind and

civilization on our planet, the gC'els of the Third Disarmament Decade should, in

our view, be a8 follows, reduction and elimination of nuclear weapons and other

weapons of mass destruction) a halt to nuclear tests) elimination, or at least

substantial reduction, of nuclear arsenals) renunciation of the militarization of

ou ter space) cr ea Hon of nuclear- and chemical-weapon-free zones in var ious par ts

of the wor ld) and substantial reduction in conventional armaments, forces and

military expenditure. Our delegation is prepared to make a contribution to the

finalization of the Declaration of the Third Disarmament Decade.

We fully suppor t the v iew expressed by sever al delega tions here that,

particularly within the present political context, the United Nations should play

its full and appropr ia te role in the field of disarmament, employing - and

enhancinq - itA multilateral negotiatinq mechanism. Th1B would be a direct

expresl'Jion of the need for greater delT'Ocracy in international relations and for

<lctive participa tion by all Sta tes in the settlement of the proolems facing

mankind. Nuclear weapons do not make choicesI once used, they would riestroy life

in all countries. We share the view that, in view of the indivisible nature of

in terna tional secud ty, par tici pa tion by all Sta tea in d iGarmamen t e f for ts is not

I1\@.rely a riqht, hut a duty. A..q we have already had occasion to say, the

multilateral np.qoti; tinq process within th~ United Nations and elsewhere, far from

being incompatible with bilateral neqothtions, could in fact play a c1ecisive role

in the settlement of the complex problelTlR of dil'Jarmament, thereby expressinq the

will and collective wi~dom of all StateR, which are qreatly concerned to live in

peace .,nd secur i ty •
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With respect to the United Nations Disarmament Commission, we support the use

of this potentially important body on the basis of the provisions of the Final

Document of the Tenth Special Sess ion of the Genlltral Assembly, the first special

session devoted to disarmament. Its role in discussing and drafting

recommendations on the major problems of disarmament, with the participation by all

Stlltes, should be stepped up in view of its important place within the

institutional disarmament framework of t.he U'\ited Nations.

I have just presented a number of comments, on behalf of the Romanian

del"gation, on certain items on the agenda of the First Committee. In so doing I

have been prompted by the desire to make our contribution and to assure you,

Mr. President, of our co"'Operation in the discharge of the duties entrusted to you

at this session.

Mr. ABULH1\SAN (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic:. While 1 will comply

with your reQuest, Mr. Chairman, to sp~re you the burden of congratulations to you

and to the members of the Bureau, 1 would like to aseure you that that in no way

diminishes my great esteem for you personally, for the State you eo ably represent,

or for Mr. Akashi, thu Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs.

More than a year has pasRed Bince the convening of the third special session

of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, more than a year has elapsed since

the leaderr. of the two super-Powers agreed on a reduction in strategic nuclear

I\rsenale. Despite the slOttl pace in making any marked progress on the path of

geneusl and comple te disarmament, the general a tmosphel:e anc~ the overall assessment

of the positions taken by the super-Powers continue to inspire great hope for the

Cl tta inment of the goa Is to wh ich all peace-lov inq peoples aspire. the achievemen t

of disarmament and the use of peaceful means for settling disputes between States.
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The particular importance of our Committee derives from the fact that it

devoteJ its energy and efforts to creating a world free from nuclear weapons,

violence and destruction and strives to develop constructive dialogue among all

nations on Earth, capitalizing on the spirit of the new political thinking that

spreads optimism and protrotes more and more of the required fleXibility every day.

Hence, my country attaches great importance to the work of the First Committee out

of its convic tion tha t disarmament and the strengthen ing of in terna tional securi ty

consti tute an urgent and historical task that requires the maximum concertation of

e£torts among States, peoples and organizations, their conscious and effective

participation in that endeavour and the ~xerting of every possible effort to

encourage all negotiations taking place in this field as well as the consolidation

of the positive trends prevailing in the world so that they may become irreversible.

Guided by that conviction, my GovernmAnt annoll'\ced a few days ago its decision

to rati fy the Trea ty on thE' Non-Prol lfAration of Nuclear Weapons (NPI') as a

contribu tian to the cause of diRarmament world-wide and as an expression of its

interest in the consolidation of international peace and security and in sparing

human i ty the ri sk of nuclear ann ih ila tion.

There is no doubt that the lQ80s, '" decade nOtl drawing to a close, was one of

traMition from mere slogans to the initial anti important steps on the road leading

to rtiAarmament. Our world Organization, peace movements and broad sectors of the

well-informed puhlic have played an important role in this regard, a role that must

be encouraqed and enhanced with all p.nerqy and with all available JX)tentials so as

to itchieve the ob1ectives of nuclear disarmament, foremoat among which is the

cp.ssatir>n and banninq of nuclear tests undF.!r a bindil19 international treaty. These

obj"!ctives also includ(~ that of qiving effactive guarantees for the non-use or

thrl;!at of use of such war1pons 8ga inst non-nuclear-weapon States.
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Among the IMjor Objectives given high priority by J(uwait is the establishment

of nuclear-weapon-free zones. This goal requires that all States aocede to the

NPT, sUbjeot the ir nuclear facili ties to the inspectioo and safeguards regime of

the Internation al Atomic Energy Pgency (IAEA), and renounce the aption of

manllfaotur 1n9 p s tockpil ing and developing nuclear weapons. There is no doubt that,

in view of its geopolitical nature, the Middle East is one of the most important

regions from which the intern3tlonal community must make sure that nuolear weapons

are baniAhed.

When broaching this subject, one cannot fail to condemn the Israeli

nuclear-armaments drive and its dire consequences for peace and security, not onil

within the region, but throuqhout the world. Israel did not confine itaelf to

stockpiling nuclear weapons and refusing to accede to the NPT, it went further,

oarryinq out tests of an intermedia te-range miss ite capable of del iver ing nuclear

warheads. It has already launched one such missile, which landed 400 kilometres

north of the IJbyan city of Benghazi.
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Kuwait condemns this act, which it considers a violation of an independent

sisterly country's sovereignty, and is of the view that, faced with Israel's

persistence in defying international law~ and resolutions, this Committee and all

members of the international community are required to take a firm stand against

such irresponsible actions by Israel lest all the diligent international endeavours

and the positive trenns in the sphere of disarmament and enhancement of

international security be wasted.

F'urtherlOOre, we cannot do otherwise th"n condemn the present nuclear

collaboration between Israel and South Africa, which we attribute to their

~nalogous natures and their common racist and colonialist objectives. 1 do not

expect that any member of this distinguished Committee would need to be cautioned

against the avid designs of those two racist regimes, with their disgraceful record

of acts of terrorism, intimidation and technical piracy. However, what. we should

reiterate here is the appeal to all countries to refrain from extending to them

anything that might holster their nuclear capacities and expand the arsenals of

weapons they have used against their victims.

Dist'lrmament is among the major issues of concern to the Movement of

Non-Al.igned Countdes, to which my country is honoured to belonq. That this iA so

was clearly reflecten in the priority given to this issue in the Final Declaration

of the summit Conference of the Movement, which was held last month in the capital

of 'iugoslavh. In this context, r shouln like to emphasize the significance of the

contents of that Declaration concerninq how imperative it is to havp. all members of

the world community participate in the disarmament negotiations and in the

endeavour s to reduce the risk of armed oonfl icts, and the var ious forms of the use

of force, so that a lasting and stable peace may come into being.
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On the 0 thee hand, we must all actively seek to cut world mil! tary

expenditutes, which are increasing at an alarming rate and reflect a continuous

acceleta tion in the pace of the arms race, con tr ary to all the goa18 of our

Organization and of disarmament. Long ago, we ca~2 to recognize the negative

impact of those stupendous expenditures and of the arms race on economic and social

development efforts. We therefore call once again for action to attain the goals

of the action programme aoopted by the International Conference on the Relationship

between Disarmament and Development, to reduce military budgets, particularly those

of the industrial countries, and to utilize the resources so releued for

development and peacefUl purposes. This would serve universal human interests and

would contribute especially to aid for developing countries.

We should also renew the call for the elimination of all chemical and

biological weapons and for the conclusion of a convention on a comprehensive ban on

those weapons. We are gratified to see that the super-Powers are increasingly

inclined towards achieving that aim, as illustrated in the initiative by the

President of the United States and in the immediate reciprocal response to it by

the Soviet Union, this was reflected also in the Paris Conference on the istue,

which was a major step forward.

There is no doubt that the goal of keeping space free from weapons and away

from arms races in all their forms is another major objective in regard to

disarmament and the strengthening of international peace and security, and we hope

to wi tness more posi tive trends in tha t direction amongst the countries having the

necessary capaci ties in this regard. Our concern about nuclear weapons of mass

destruction can in no way diminish the importance of pursuing the radical reduction

of conventional weapons and armed forces on the basis of reasonable sufficiency for

the purpose of de fence.
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Undoubtedly, w@ are in agreement on the importance of the role of informa tion,

of mobilizing public opinion, and of educating the masses about disarmament

issues. It is a plausible and widely held notion that the pressures of public

opinion hold considerable sway over the process of decision-making in this area.

Consequently, efforts by the masses and by those non-governmental organizations

active in disarmament provide bac~~ng for the aims and objectives of our wc~ld

Organization and act to serve the aspirations of peace-loving peoples. This is why

~uwait has, in recent years, been contributing to the World Disarmament Campaign

sponsored by the Uni ted Na tions. The Uni ted Na tions is about to hold a pledg ing

conference for this Campaign, at which Kuwait will make a pledge as a contribution

to the goals of disarmament and of the enhancement of in terna tional peace and

secur i ty.

This being our attitude, th~re can be no question that w@ have firm faith in

the vi tal role of the Uni t.ed Na tions in this field. Our fai th is supported both in

word and in deed, and it rests on a conviction that strengthening the United

Na tions and the role env isaged for it in its Char ter is the pr inci pal means 0 f

encouraging countries to desist from the arms race. What is required, therefore,

is to take practical steps to increase the effectiveness of our world

Orqaoization's activities in respect of disarmament. The Uhited Nations must serve

as a guide for all these efforts and as the crucible in which the sporadic efforts

to save mankind from destruction should be fused into one endeavour to secure a

fu t:Jre in 'inich peace and prosperi ty preva il.

Mr. AL~HAKAR (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): At the outset, I

have the pleasure to congratulate the Chairman warmly on his unanimous election to

his post. I am fully convinced tnat with his experience and diplomatic Skills he

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



EF/? A/C.l/44/PV.ll
29-30

(Mr. Al-Shakar, Bahrain)

will be able to guide the work of the First Committee at this session efficiently

and bring it to a successful conclusion. Through him, I would warmly congratulate

the other members of the Bureau, and wish them every success in the work ahead.
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Our Committee's work i8 taking place this year against a backqround of world

optimism resulting from detente and from the receding of confrontation, war and

cold war between the two super-Powers, which had for long marked intern.) tional

relations. A new wind has begun to blow in international relations, as a res lIlt of

which new and more rational thinking now prevails.

The world today is on the threshold of a new age, which demands of us sincere

efforts to preeer.ve human life and to establish a society ruled by law, so that

peace and justice may prevail throughout the world.

Over the past cen tury mank ind has learned to i tl bi t ter cost the horrors of

two world wars, whiCh wreaked havoc in their path. Mankind has also experi9nced

numerous regional conflicts and wars, the most serious of which have occurred

during the past SO yeus.

HOIIever, against the background of the new positive international

developments, mankind has today come to a common, firm conviction that

in ter national peace and collective secur. i ty are a common and indiv 18 ib le issue for

us all. If peace does not exist in ooe part of. the world, that fact is reflected,

to one degree or another, in the rest of the world. Consequently, the world's

future will continue to be threatened unless everybody works for peacefuL

coexis tence and mu tual co-opera tion in orde r to strengthen peacp. and aver t threa ts

of war. That can be brought about, however, only if relations between States are

huilt upon Bound foundatlons, based on the principles of equality, mutual reBpt'!ct,

non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, respect for the

independence and saver eignty of Sta teB, devotlon to the pr inci pl es of.

qood-neiqhbourlineS8, respect for the riqht to self -de termina tion of all p(~pleB

under the yoke of occupation or foreign domination, and the settlement of rJi~putes

by peaceful means.
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Fortunately, this approach to peaceful r.loex1stence i. increuingly beinq

strengthened nowadays. Progress i8 beinq made in the conolusion of treaties to

limit oonventional. and nuolear armamentll. Conoerted efforts employinq the

reRources of the United Nations are also being made to .ettle many regional

confliots. The United Nations haa thus regained its rightful role a. an instrument

for the oo~rdination of international efforts to resolve world and regional

problems. This trend, wi th in the framework of in terna tional understanding, offer s

the United Nations a greater opportunity to play its proper role, in accordanctt

wi th the rules of the Charter govern in9 the peace ful Sit ttlement of dilpu tea,

thereby enabling it to put an end to hot-beds of tension around the world.

Hence, employment of the It'8chanisms of the international system to resolve

regional problems becomes increasingly credihle, whioh is fully consistent with the

Charter. The credibility of thft United Nations is thus restored and the

indiepp.neable and eff~otiv~ role that it can play is thus recognized.

The conditionA that have imposed th~ en~ente have not vet, however, been

hrouqht to bear on all regional iABues and oonflicts, a number of prelsinq

confH ete still rema in pendinq. In the condl tions of the present policy of

~ntp.nte, we cannot condone th~ fact that while confliots in Latin Amerio4, Afrioa

r.tnri !\.q is are heinq resolved, other urqent problems of importance wi th reqard to

int~rnat1onll1. ~ace and security, FJuch as those of Palestine and the Middle Erut,

continue unreRolv~d.

The world politic~l climate has indeed improved, but not yet sufficiently. We

commenci the Rfforts made by the Unltad States and the Soviet Union to reduce

t.p.nFlion around the world. We alao welcome tn@ IJndert~tandinq, dialoque ?\llri fruitful

co-oper.ltion developing bp.tween the two Auper'·PowerA in order to raRolve many

reqional mnflicta. Nevertheles", it ls n::!CIo!Rsary to strenqthen ano expL'lnd that

dialoqllp. tn emhr,lce all conflicts, w~ lnok forwMo with ')I')tinl~!'lrn tr'l the C!xOP,ctp.d
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summit between President. Gorbachev and President Bush early next summer. There can

be no doubt t.hat given the new int.ernational underltanding and detent.e we ate

approaching a new era in international relations, marked by co-oper~tion instead of

confrontation, an era chAracterized by the dispelling of doubts about. the

strengthening of oonfidenoe-building meaauus, which has had' very pod the impact

on many relevant. issues ooncerninq the limitatiol'\ of the super-Powers' armament.s,

and endeavours t.o hill t the af'''S race and to pre-vent', the pr oB fera tion of nuclear

weapons.

Lest. year the Soviet Union and the United State. concluded a treaty to

eliminate all their interl'llldia~.. and short-range missiles. We commend the

cont.ents of the agreement betwe.n thft Unit.ed States and the S<'>viet Union as let

forth in their joint statement ()f 23 Beptemhll!r 1989 (A/44/S78). We hope that the

two IUpe r-Power swill concl ude more ~rea ties Hmi t1ng nuclear and Itrateqic weapons

and that they will r61ch agreement to reduce their offensive 8trateqic weapons and

to cut their arsenals of chemical weapons.

Likewise, we welcome the results achieved at the Paris Conf.r.nc~ e~rliftr this

year aimed at achiev inq a com&;:Jle te ban on the product ion and use of chemical

weapons. We also weloo~, of course, the neqotiations between the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization and Warsaw Pact count.ries, in th& frameWOrk of the Conference

on Secur ity and Co~peration in &.lrope, to reduce the level of conventional weapons

Ilnd forces in Europe. We hope that they will achieve an init.ial agreement during

t.he ex>ming year. We also hope that agreement will be reached 011 beginning

negotia tions to reduce the number of nucl ear miss Hes, because those weapons have

an unparalle)~d l@thlll and destructive capacity.

It need not be stressed th"t, the cessation of nuclear-weapons proqrammes and

t.he mllitarization of outer space will release sufficient funds to finance economic
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developmen~ projeo~lI, to mee~ suoces.ive economic er 18e. and ~o .uppor~ .~udie. on

~ne preservation of ~h. environment and avert. pot.ential thre.~. to the very

survival of our planet.
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We hope that interna tional efforts to conclude a conven tion on a comple te and

verifiable ban on nuclear te.ting world wide, will continue and lead to an

inteqra ted proqramme of comprehens ive and general disarmament in the 19908, to be

carried out under effective international control with the p~rticipation of the

United Nations, to create a denuclearized world free from weapons of maSA

~e.truction. Stockpiles of such weapons could destroy the entire world twice

over. If there were to be a nuclear war, 1. t would mean the end of civ i11Z11 tion and

the annihilati~n of mankind.

The concepts of interdependence are finally beginning to bear fruit and have

become accepted facts of interna tional 11 fe. There is thUR a need to reaffirm here

the cloee link that exists between di9armament and development. From the economic

standpoint, we can no longer condone the expendi ture of vast sums on arms build~ps

and stockpiling, to the serious detriment of international economic life and the

well-being of all peoples. TOday there is a clear link between international

security and the ~eterioration of economies the world over. Therefore, we must

closely link peace and national security, on the one hand, Md worl~ economic

develcpnent, on the other.

At the threshold of the twenty-first century it i9 intolerable that we live in

a world in which enormous sums are spent on the production of weapons of maSA

destructi(')n, SUIM far larger than what is needed to 90lve the problem.. of

underdevelopment, poverty, illiteracy and disease combined. The struggle for

armaments reduction is therefore the prerogative of all mankind, not just the two

super-Powers or the two rival camps. Consequently co "'Qpera tion and d9ten te have

come to be vital requirements of the aqe, and the principle of interdependence has

accordingly become uncontroversial and irrefutable.

The regional arm.. race in the Middle East - both traditional and nuclear - has

assumed alarming proportions. Not only does Israel posseee a hoet of
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RnphiBticated c'laRrructivf:t weaponA, hut it iR virtually cart"in that it has a

powerful nuclear: reactor at its nimona hcility. It Abo possesses locally

produced nuclear weaponB and warheadM that can he carried hV RophiAticated

long-ranqe miBsileR. I>Jrinq llU'ael '8 tfHltinq of such wftapons, one mll1lil1il.e flltl1

into the MlIlditerranean near the town of Blnqhazi 1n t.he Libyan Arab ,1amahiriyo'l, a

fraternal Arab country. Thelll facts constitute a warninq that 1"rael'lI

10phiBtic"ted long-range miaeiles could indeed strike Arab capitals and that they

are a thr'!at to the Arab peoples, since, given H.B aim of occupation and expansion,

they could be used by Israel to impose its terms as faitll accomplis. The fact that

Israel possesses nuclear and other weapons of mass de"truction 11 not only" threat

to peace in the Middle EaFlt, but a thrllllllt to the entire world.

The Arab State .. , including my own country, hrave supported the call for the

creation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region nf th8 Midd18 East purluant to

relevant United Nations rasolutiona, includinq General A8selTt>ly re .. olution 43/6S.

In accordance wi th those r"Bolu tioniIJ, the Aub Rta tlltR have under taken to comply

with thf!! Treaty on r.he Non-Proliferation of NuclMr Weapons. With rftllJpect to

nuclear r eactorB, all countr tea tha t have Auch hc ili ties should 8uh 1ect them to

International Atomic:: Energy ~ency (IAEA) safoguar:df) ancl moni tor ing. Ru t 1sr aet,

on the contrary, haf\ not only refused to acc.de to thfl non-protifeu tion Tr8l:lty, (t

has 81£110 refused to submit its nuclear hcllit1AS to IAEA saf9gullrds and

inspection, notwithstanding relevant United Nations resolutions, not to mention

that Israel has gone further and eat up 11 plant to process nuclear waste from

0:1 mona and has plans to bury such TM tar ia1 in occupil!ld sou ther n Lebanon. 18rael' s

c,Ilpability of producing nuclear weapons threatens not only th~ Arab States but

also, as I have said, the very ex.tstp.l\ce of human life and civilization. Israel iA

Reeking, by (Urect and i.ndirflct aqq[f!s8ion, to undermine th"~ Rt.1bllity of the Arab

wl'lrld.
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18uel live. by the law of the jungle, not international law. It had no

scrupl .. , in June 1981, in attacking the Iraqi nuclear reaotor ne~r Baghdad, whioh

had been bu Ut for peaoeful purposes. Nor dill it have any Rorll ples in carrying ou t

reoonnailllAnOe and espionage mil!lsionl!l in Arab airspace from the Clllf to the

Atlantio Ocean. Lalt year Israel lal.l'lched the Ir>RIZON I ."tellite, dHiqned to

further its plana of expansion and det.erLltnce. It is difficult to understand that

cerl:Ain influential grlWlt Powers cmdme such Isueli actions, which are adverse to

peaoe, IInd even provide IRrael with what it nOAde to produce uranium, plutonium and

other material, nuolear equipment and rftactorn. We consid9r it tSlllential that the

international community call upon llra&l to accede to the non-proliferation Treaty

and explioitly undertake not to use, produce or stockpile such weapons or devices.

Th't international oornmunity must oa11 upon IIIrae1 t:o subject its nuclear facilities

to in ter net tion.l con tr 01.

The situation il III ttie more serious because of thA clOlle co-operation thlt

exist, between the twin countries tsrael and aparthe.ld South Africa in both the

military and the nuclear fields. The apartheid South African regime, like Israel,

ia lIe ..king to impose a regional fait 110compli t:o pursue its ambitions and design.. ,

anti is implementinq a policy of deterrence, terror, intimidation and increAsed

aqqre!lAion a9"inst neiqhbourinq StatfHI.
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We condemn the continuik'lg co-opera Hon between the au thori ties in '1'el Av iv and

Pretoria. We also feel that international efforts to halt that co-operation should

be increased 80 as to compel the aeartheid regime to stop playing with fire in

Bouthern Africa.

AB regards the Indian Ocean, my country's Government supports the Declaration

of the Indian Ocean as a ZCI\e of Peace, adopted in 19n. We hope that the General

Aa.embly will .et a date for the holding of a conference on the Indian OCean in the

future, with a view to ach~eving the objectives of the Declaration. Fortunately,

international life hae in recent years been characterized by change. resulting from

international detente and understanding, and the new rationality that prevails.

1'hiB could be the pr elude to a new in ter national sys tern that strengthen. collect! ve

security, interdependence and multilateral co-operation.

Given these positive portents, the United Nations Should develop a mechanism

to br ing abou t the peace yearned for all peoples, so tha t ours can be a world free

from injustice, tyranny and terror and so that the principles of freedom for all

peoples and security, justice and tranquillity for all mankind can be strengthened.

The meeting rOBe at 11. 3S a.m.
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