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Speaking as a Member of the Sub-Commisesion, I would like to meke &
few remarke on the difference between the name of the Conference and the
name of the Sub-Commission.

The Sub~Commission 1s a Sub.Commission on Freedom of Information and

~ of the Press, whils the Conference is indicated as a Conference on Freedom

of Information only, In my opinion - and I would not be surprised if meny
Journalists would agree with me - there is a distinction between freedom
of information and freedom of the press, There are really two freedoms,
As far as I can see, freedom of;information has to Go with the free ficw of the
news from its sources to the different msana of distrituiing the nows to the
public, while freedom cf_the prau8 rasd to do with the mascund setilon of the
itinerary of the news, going from the disfributjng orgznizstions to the
public,

The distinction of thes2 two rights hus perians e »racticel advantage
in so far as the Subt-Comaission could first of ali consider the practices
end conditions thet should prevall if freedom of informetion could be said
to be present, Thet meanes that the Sub-Commission could coneider which
conditions should be fulfilled should there be a question of freedom of
information, freedom laying be%ween the source of the news and the newspapers,
the radio companies, and the film producers who pass the news orn to thd public,

freedom of the press and the freedom of the radio and the

/freedom
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freedgﬁiof the films sre freedoms which habe much more to do with the
individual. Principelly, as far as I can ses; freedom of the press has
always been defined as the right of the citizen, not as the right of the
newspapers or the press, but; as the right of ‘the cltizen to express freely
his feelings and his opinions. That has historically end practically always
been considered to be freedom of the prees. The word 1e not quite exact,

in my opinion. ’

Freedom of information, on the other hand, is a freedom that hes to do
with whet operates in\the field of the news agencies and other news gathering
end news transmitting orgenizations,

In my opinion it is regrettable that the indications of the Sub-Commission
and of the Conference are not identical, I would have preferred the |
Conference to be indicated as Conference on‘Freedom of Information and of
the Presén But we céuld perkzps keep in mind that it is clear froa the-
documents that havé been qubmittqd to ug thet it was the meaning of the. .
Cormission on Humen Rights end of the Ecouomic and Sociel Council that freedom
of information should include the freedom of the press., Perlaps it would
help our discuésions vhen we separate those two freedoms from each other and

discuss the freedom of infortation and the freedcm of the prees sepsrately.



