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Speaking as a Member of the Sub-Commission, I would like to make a 

few remark8 on the difference between the name of the Conference and the 

name of the Sub-CoDBdaaion. 

The Sub-CoDIIIiaaion is a Sub-Comia.iaaion on Freedom of Information-and 

of the Press, while the Conf-erence ia indicated as a Conference on Freedom 

of Information. only. In 1D3 opinion - and I would not be SU1"'91"1Btd if many 

JOurnalists would agree With me - there is a distinction between free~ 

of inf9~tion and freedom of the press. There are reallY two freedoms. 

As far as I can see, freedom offinformation has to ill~ Yi'th tlle tre_, tl&tr ot tl:le 
I 

news -trom ita sources .to the <U.fferent m'!lana of .i:l!1t :r:1l.:lt~~~=; the n(IWS to the 

public, While freedom cf the IJr·'H.:B l'aa to G.o 'tro-i t~ t}.s !~oC(; (~C. &act10~ of the 

itinerary of the neva, goilig from the di·a.tributing org~.n!~atione to the 

public. 

The distinction of t.~esa two rigll.ts hua perl'a:.,s a :7racti.~al advantage 

1n ao far as the Sub-C.:>:.r·.a:Laaion cow d first of all consider tbe pracUc• 

and conditions *at should preftil if freedom of informati~ could be. Mif.i 

to be present. That means that the Sub .. Commission could consider which 

conditions should be fUlfilled should there be a question of treedca of 

intorDation, freedom laying between the source of the news and the nevepapera, 

the radio· companies, and the film producers who pass the neva on to ~ publtc.. 
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freedo~ of the films are freedoms which have much more to do with the 

1ndi v;l,dual.. Principally, as far as I can see 1 freedom of the press has 

always been defined as the risht of the citi2en, not as the right of the 

newsp~pers or the press, but· a$ tA<L:t:isht ·.of :the · citizen to express freely 

his feeli..11gs and his opinions. That has hlstortcaliy and practically all-rays 

been considered to be freedom of the press. ~he word is not quite exact, 

in rey opinion. 

Freedom of information, on the other hand, is a freedom that has to do 

with what operates in the field of the news agencies and other news gathering .. 
and news :transmi tt1ng organizations. 

_In xq opinion it is re~ettable that the indications of the Sub-Commiesi~ 

and of the Conference are not identical. I would have preferred the 

Conference _ top~ indicated as Conference. on Freedom of Information and of 

the Press. But we could perl!a.ps keep in mind that it is clear froa the · 

doc~nts · .that have been aubmi tte.d to ua chat it was the meaning of the • 

Colllilission on Human Rights and of the Eco.uomic and S?cial Council that freedom 

of information should include the f2oaedoLl of the press. PerLa.ps it woul!l 

help our discus~iona wh~n we separate thooe two freedoillB fro~ each other and 

discuss the freedom of infol"''!Jd.tion and tn:3. freedom of the pre.e:s i:I<:!::J~?J.rately • 
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