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agencies and relations between these agencies and the regional come
missions have develped rapidly and successfully, The representatives
of suveral of these agencies are atbending this seéssion and will no
doubt be informins you of their cctivities within the region of Latin
America,

Mey I corment briefly on the task which faces you at this
first important meeting of the Cormission, I shall not speak of the

decisions and recoruendations which the Cormission will make, Theose ere
natters in the herds of the Governnemts here represented, But it seems to
ne your discussions, cs suggusted in your terms of rufcrence, fall into 2
cortcin perspective.

Firet, the Comdssion will provide an opportunity for the Latin
American countrics to discuss and work together towards the solutinn of
their common economic problems as these are »cl-ted to .- .conomic pro-
blems of the rest of the world, In other words, tlic Commission will
provide not only a forum for Latin Aumerice but will 2lso provide,
through the United “ztions Economic and Social Council, a link with re-
gions outside,

Many of the economic problems with which the naticns are gron-
pling today are less and less open to solution on & naticrnal o even a
regicnal basis, Manifestly, policy decisions and finul action must
rest entirely with governments, Yet, on the one hond, goveriwents find
it increasingiy to their advantege to act in concert on cconomic uatters,
On the other hand, groups of countries having sicilar problems or handi-
caps cannot find within their own resources 2leone all that they need to
solve all their problems,

An organization such as this Commission, being an intcgral part
of the United Nations, can both derive berelits from and give benefits
to the United Nations in other areas of the globe, Both the Assembly
and the Zconomic and Social Council will initiate recommendations and

proposals bearing upen your interests in the larger economic problems,

/On your side,
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On your side, it will be open toc you to ask for the aid and support cof
the Economic and Social Council and to present to it your problems and
recomnendations where these go beyond the regional scope of your work,

Secondly, it is evident that the Commission will wish to ini-
tinte studies of urgent economic problems wcising out of the war, We
know sorwething of these problems, We know how the Latin Amer.ican
Republics used up their equipment at an abnormal rate during the wor
years - equipment that was often unsuitable or too outdsted for the
strein of those times, We know how rising world prices meke replace~
ment nore difficult and more costly than was expectzsd, We know of the
serious finaneial ailments, Ve lnow somcthing of the problems of your
post-war trade in a world that has still to rocover from the effects
of the war,

In Europe, the facts about the industrial and agricultural
needs have been ascertrzined and presented through the efforts cf the
Eeonomic Qormission for Europe and the Committee for European Economic
Co-cperation. 1In ~sia, tco, policies zre bteing thought out, in con-
cert with the Economic Commission for isia and the Far East. and on
the basis of its economic reports,

A similar problem also exists in Latin /fmerica, but too 1ittle
13 known of its nature and extent, We lack the facts of the case, A
broad picture, country by country, of the condition ¢f industrial piant
and equipment is necessary before there cun be precomendrtions for -eeting
th? most urgeut requirements,

However, a study of capital goods shortages cannot be consider-
ed apart from the other factors which restrict production and consumpe
tion and hinder trade, Frice inflation, the loss of Yuropean markets,
the need for replacing agricultural equipment and, on all sides, the
need for technical and expert assistance; these and many other related

/factors
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factors weigh heavily in your general problem of expanding trade and
raising levels of economic activity,

Studies along thesc lines will, I ~m ccrtain, help the Latin
Apmericaen countries to stimulate the procduction of food and of con-
sumer goods, They have elready helped Lther regions, Such studies
could help the Latin rmericen cowntrics to prepare thenselves for
and, with other nations, work towcrds an expansion of their export
trade,

The Conmission may also desire to consider pessible action in
respect cf technical advice ard assistence, It would be feasible to
explore ways and means of initiating such werk as collecting and dis-
serinating technical information, for helping to obtain technical
training and to secure technical experts in various fields,

These are among the tosks which the Cormission's Secretariat
can tzke up in turn according to the decisions you reach, But I must
be frank here and say that the Secretariat alone could not hope to
deal adequately with any of these activities, It must receive the
full support and aid of the Member Governments concerned, 1t is in
your hands to moke these sessions an occasion for the full and fruit-
ful discussion of the problems I have noted, There has been a
natural concern lest the Cormission should merely duplicate the work
of the Inter-.merican Lconomic and Social Council, 1 am sure - -that
the Commission will have no difficulty in working out a relationship
with the represemtetives of the Orgenization of mmerican States which
will be -mtually beneficinrl, iHoy I refer, in this connection, to the
wise words in the statcerment of Dr, Albcrto lleras Cemorgo, Director-
General of the Pan anerican Union, at the meeting of the ad hoc Con-
mittce which first rccommended the establishment of this Commission,
and to the statements rccently made during the deliberations of the
Ninth Internatioral Cecnference of amcrican States ab Bozotd, It was

/then clearly
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then clearly pointed ot thaot while the orgens of the Inber-smericaon
Systun on the one hand, and the wconomic Commission for L:utin amcrica
on Ehe etler hend, ®ch Heve gpecific Tipgtiens o EEricily Ghtse FH1l
be many problems needing their fullest and most aetive collaboraticn,

n8 you know, both the Inter-imcricen System ond thic United

Nations hove repentedly stressed, through their respective cecnomic
organs, the need for effective co-operation and for preventing over-
lapping, & specific injunction on this point is to be found both in
the resolutions of the Ninth Tnternational Conference of imcrican
States 2t Bogotd and in the tems of reference of the Tconomic Commis~
sion for Latin anerica, This whole matter has now been weighed by the
highest authorities, and they have agreed that this Cormission can be
ereated without conflict and that it can, and will, operate to the
advantage of all,

It will, I am sure, be acknowledged that 21l the resources of
the Orgenization of american States, the United Nations and its Specinl-
ized hLpencies would not exceed the needs in respect of even the urgent
short-term economic problems of Latin America « let a2lone the avjor
Jong-run problems,

Gentlemen, theo ereation of the Economic Conmission for Latin
america is no mere routine procedure, We are dealing with twenty
republics in Latin fmerica, Their great cities and fertile lands, their
vast undeveloped regions are peopled with many millions of rien, wonen
and children, There is thc great wealth of the mines, the ¢il wells,

m

the plantations and the ranches, There is also widespraond poverty,
economic insecurity and even rmalnutritior,

Many of the Republics have plons for economic development, But
the rate of advance of one is not independent of the advence made by

211, In Lstin ~merica the banefit of regional collaberation hns nany

witnesses, Herc on the creztion of the Economic Commission for Letin



041 E/CN,12/15,
English
Page 7,

America is an occasion and an onportunity for extending your regional
economic collaborction within e framework of the world orgenization
of the United Nations,

In these hard times, when political events are apt to occupy
our thoughts and wien the United Nations itself is being subject to
great strains and stresses in its political work, the hope of lasting
achievenent in the sphere of economics burns ever brighter, May, I,
on the behalf of the Secretary~General of the United Nations, wish the

Commission every success in its deliberations,
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