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The meeting was call~d to order at 10.15 a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 to 69 and 151 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mrs. MASON (Canada). Mr. Chairman, in my first statement here, on

13 OCtober, I had the privilege of extending my congratulations to you and to the

other officers of the Committee. In doing so, I had the pleasure of outlining your

considerable achievements, which I understand have since been Augmented.

I should also like to take this opportunity to say how much Canada regrets the

ah8ence of Ambassador Garcia Robles and the wise counsel he has so long provided.

One year ago, in his address to the First Committee, Canada's Ambassador

Yves Fortier remarked on the degree of hopefulness being exhibited in the First

Committee and in the General Assembly. This hopefulness reflected the dramatic

improvement in relations between the two leading military Powers, the painstaking,

hut real, progrcoc in negotiations towards arms-control agreements, and the

amelioration of regional conflicts.

Today, when we look back at what has happened since that time, we have even

stronger grounds for the expectation and the desire that characterize hope.

Progress has continued on many fronts. in'the resolution of regional conflicts in

southern Africa, Indo-China and Central America, in the general climate of

East-West relations, and, most particUlarly - reflecting and in turn encouraging

the East-WeRt improvement - in arms control and disarmament, the province of the

First Committee.

Who would have predicted just a few short years ago that the member States of

the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Warsaw Pact woul~ be sitting

down in March of this year to hagin a new set of negotiations aimed at enhancing

stability at lower levels of conventional forces in Europe, encompassing all of
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Euro~ from the Atlantio to the Urals, and that these negotiations would have an

exoellent prospect of coming to a sucoessful conclusion within the next year? Who

would have predi cted, in those early, dark days of the Stockholm Conference, tha t

the 35 States menOers of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in &1rope

would soon be negotiating a second round of confidence- and seourity-building

measures, building on those which were eventually agreed on at Stockholm and which

continue to be so successfully implemented? These two sets of negotiations in

Vienna have the potential of bring about a remarkable~ positive and, we hope,

lasting transformation of East~est seourity relations.

----------
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Q\ the issue of nuclear weapons, the United States and the Soviet thion

conth,ue to make significant progress. Canada was particularly encouraged by the

movement last month towards aban~onment of the linkage between research on

strategic defence and progress Q'l strategic nuclear arms control. Canada also

welcomes the advances the two countries are making towards ratification of the

threshold test-ban Treaty and peaceful-nuclear-~xplosionsTreaty.

In addition, in their bilateral negotiations. the United States and the Soviet

Union have l"lade strides towards the elimination of chemical weapons, str ides that

Canada hopes will aCCf· _fa te progress in the negotta tions at the Conference on

Disarmament in Geneva.

In East~est negotiations, including negotiations be~een the two

super-Powers, progress over this past year has been sizeable and rapid. However,

we should not assume that it has been easy or foreorda ined. It has been, rather, a

reflection of that re'~ipe for success that the Canadian representa tive suggested :l.n

his address to this Committee last years patience, persistence and realism. It

has been the result .of pragll8tic approaches, a willingness to be flexible and a

willingness to seriously enterta in ideas p~eviously oonsidered unthinkable. There

is perhaps no better example of this than the readiness now to begin negotia tions

to create open skies over the territories of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

and the Warsaw Pact, an idea that was rejected out-of-hand when it was first put

forward by President Eisenhower 34 years ago.

The open-skies concept, if agreed to, would have the effect of opening the

territory of tbrth America, l!brope and the Soviet Union to virtually unreotricted

aerial surveillance. It would mark an unprecedented openness in military

relations. It would symbolize a nation's commitment to transparency and provide a
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clear, unequivocal sign that its intentions were not aggressive. An open-Skies

regime could lead to an important increase in oonfidElnce between East and ~st. It

could also contribute to the verification of specific arms control agreements,

including an eventual agreement on oonventional forces in Europe. Canada is

looking forward to hosting the first stage of a conference to address the issues

related to open skies.

I referred a IOOment 8g0 to the eBsential ingrec1ients for success in arms

control, patience, persistence and realism. On the East-West front l.t appears

that this COmbination has begun to show results. However, on other fronts, the

nultilateral process, including che work of the United Nations, often gives the

appearance of lagging behind.

Canada was disappointed, like many of you, at the inability of the General

Assemly last year, at its third special session devoted to disarmament, to arrive

at a final document. We were also disappointed this year when the U\lited Nations

Disarmament Commission failed to reach agreement on any of its 8gend~ items. In

the Conference on Disarmament, we very much regret that it has not y!t proved

possible to reach agreement a'l the basis for a mandate that would allow the

establishment of an ad hoc cOllllli ttee on a nuclear-test ban. There is much

constructive work that can be done there. As East-West negotiations move forward

so clearly, some multilateral forums risk acquiring the epi thet of "too I1I1ch talk

and too little action".

If it were only a question of uncomplimentary labels, we could perhaps

continue unperturbed. Unfortunately, East-West negotiations do not operate in a

vacuum. A seCU1'e and p;aceful world, at greatly reduced levels of armaments,

caMot be realized until all are prepared t:o par ticipa te in the process of
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achieving it. The multilateral arms control process can work. We see that in the

negotiations related to conventional arms control in &.Jrope. The United Nations

foru. should take heed. We must look closely at that recipe for success.

we wUl have the opportunity to cb so in the days ahead, here at the First

Committee. We are meeting at an auspicious time. The improved East-West

nngotiating climate has provided positive momentum across the full range of a.ms

control and disarmament issues. Our record, from last year is good. An

unprecedented nUJ1t)er of resolutions were adopted by consensus. Work was conducted

in a businesslike fashion. The atmosphere was co-operative and productive. Ist us

continue in that I1lOde, so that we can go forward to next year's Disarmament

Commission, to the Review Conference a'l the Non-Proliferation Treaty, and to the

other items on the multilateral agenda with renewed energy. ~r objectives at this

session must be to build a'l the progress we made last year, to reflect the progress

happening outside this chamber and to arrive at consensus on resolutions that will

con tr ibu te to fu ture proqr ess •

There are going to be differences of opinion. There is no point in trying to

hide them. a..t we should not view the First Committee as an occasion merely to

restate those differences. We ohould view it as an occasion to explore our

differences with a view to narrowing them, with a view to finding commoo ground,

with a view to reaching consensus. But it must be a genuine consensus, not a

consensus of convenience. We should not view this as a forum for grand-sounding

statements that we are not prepared to put into practice. If we want to keep pace

with developments taking place in other forums, we must be pragmatic in seeking

conanon ground. With this in mind, Canada will be concentrating on a nunoer of

areas over the coming weeks.
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Progress in the chemical weapons negotiations at the Conference on Disarmament

has not been as dramatic as some may have hoped, given the expectations generated

at the Paris Conference earlier this year. These expectations must be tempered,

however, by recognition of the fact that questions of considerable complexity are

now before the Ad'Hoc Committee. The working groups established by this year's

able Chairman had many difficult technical and legal issues to consider, and they

responded with extraordinary diligence and perseverance. We hope that a

strengthened sense of purpose will be conveyed to the representatives in Geneva as

a result of the highly successful Government-Industry Conference against Chemical

weapons, recently concluded at Canberra, Australia.

It has been suggested by some that convincing Sta tes to adhere to a

chemical-weapons convention, onOf' concluded, might be a lengthy process. In fact,

for many years Sta tes have indica ted in this Commi ttee that they not only support a

chemical-weapons convention, but that they eagerly await its conclusion. Their

votes in favour of resolu tions call ing for th is agreement should be regarded as

promises to be kept. The Canadian delegation, in close co-operation with the

delegatien of Poland, will aim to ensure that this Committee again registers, by

consensus, 1 ts view on the urgency of concluding the neqotia tions for a global,

comprehensive and effectively verifiable ban on chemical weapons.

The concluston of aver ifiable comprehensive nuclear-t.est-ban treaty has lmg

been, end remains, a fundamental Canadian objective. The progress being made in

this area by the United States and the Soviet Union is welcome and should be

energetically purs\.led. With other delegations, we will again be sponsoring a draft

resolution urglng steps towards the earliest aChievement of a comprehensive ban on

nuclear tes ting •
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Because of its strong support for treaty-speoific verification measures and in

the light of the procedures that regulate amendments to the partial test-ban

Treaty, Canada did not view the initiative for an amendment conference as likely to

be either helpful or productive. However, now that the oonference is to take

place, we will, of course, participate conUuctively.
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The verification of compliance with arms-control and disarmament agreements

continues to be a major focus of Canada's efforts in the multilateral field.

Without provision for assurances that parties will abide by their treaty

obligations, countries will be hesitant to sign arms control and disarmament

agreements. Verification is the essential means by which confidence in compliance

is created. Canada was particularly pleased last year with the strong support

given to our verification resolution which endorsed the verification principles

agreed upon by the Disarmament Conmission and called on the Secretary-GEmeral to

carry out an expert study on verifica tion. (" mada wall honouled to be chasen to

chair the group of experts carrying out the study and is pleased to report that the

study is p,roceeding in an effective manner. We look forward to receiving the

group's report at the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. 1b avoid

·prejudging the experts' report, and in view of our continued desire to rationalize

the activities of this Committee, we do not think it necessary or appropriate to

propose a resolution on verification at this session.

As we enter the final decade of the century, the relative prominence of the

United States and the Soyiet Union as the two major Powers in space is lessening •
•

More and more Sta tes are developing the capabil ity to conduct space research and to

use outer space for legi tina te commercial purposes. Such developments are welcome,

as long as they do not cantr ibute in any way to the development of an arms race in

ou ter space. Por this reason, the Canadian delega tien will pay partiCUlar

attention to the agenda item dealing with the prevention of an arms race in outer

space. It is Canada's strong conviction that outer space is an area of legitimate

multilateral concern, and that the question whether additional leqal measures may

be required in this area is of broad international interest.

Cana~a oontinup.s to believe th3t a verifiable agreement on the cessation and

prohibi tion of the production of fissionable lIB ter lal for weapons purposes should
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be negotiated by the Conference on Disarmament at an appropriate stage of its work

on the HAil "Nucltllar weapons in all aspectp.". '1b pronote this objective, the

Canadian delegation will be introducing, as it has in past years, a draft

resolution calling for such a ban.

The agenda before us is a full one. The way in which we address it -

constructively or not - will set the tone for one of the major events on next

year's multilateral calendar, the Pburth Review Conference of the Parties to the

Treaty on the Non-Proli fera tion of tbclear Weapons. tbt only is this Treaty the

linchpin v4 the nuclear non-proliferation regime, it is the point on which all

Ilrms-control and disarmament progress rests. If we allow that agreement to be

damaged, we may undermine the entire arms-control process. States will be willing

to sign agreements limiting co"uqntional or chemical arms only if they know that

parties to those agreements will be inhibited from acquiring nuclear weapons by a

strong non-proliferation regime. Commitment to arms control and disarmament must,

almost by definition, mean commitment to the non-proliferation Treaty.

Canada was an active participant in past Review Conferences and looks forward

to working closely with all non-proliferation Treaty parties to help ensure the

success of the 1990 R~view Conference. We believe that its outcome will be of

critical importance in setting the stage for the role ot the Treaty beyond 1995.

Pe Uence, pers is tence and realism - the formula tha t has beg un to yield

results must continue to be followed. Only with these ingredients can effective

and lasting progress in arms control and disarmament be achieved.

Mr. SHARMA (India), Mr. President, let me express my delegation's

satisfaction at seeir.lq you dlairing the work of the First Committee at this session

of the General Assembly and also extend our congratulations to the other officers

of the Committee. Your personal skills and long experience in the field of
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disarmament qualify you eminently for this position and you can be assured of the

full co-operation of our delegation.

The First Committee is meeting this year on the fiftieth anniversary of the

most violent convulsion our world has experienced. It engulfed four '..:lontinents,

left tens of millions dead and maimed, caused unparalleled destruction and

unspeakable suffering. It also ushered in the nuclear age, which brought humanity

itself to. a watershed in its evolution, facing it with the transition from the

mortality of man to the mortality of mankind its(l~. What is more, the instrument

for the destruction of mankind as a species came into the hands of man. Thus 1945

c.:.n be said to mark the beginning of a new era, a doomsday calendar in which only

45 years have passed. Never in the history of mankind has the choice between

wisdOm and folly been so apocalyptic as it is now. We have no choice but to acbpt

the course of wisdom. The foll ies and a tti tuOOs wh ich led to the global confl ict

50 years ago did no~ destroy the world r despite its unprecedented trail of

devastatio~. If repeated, nothing will rise again from the ashes.

However, the same conflict also gave birth to new hope for the global

community in the form of the birth of the United Nations. This was to become the

instrument for transforming the ~ery nature and quality of inter-State relations on

the basis of the equality of all sovereign states, the prohibition of the threat or

use of force and expressed the aspiration towards a system of collective security

away from notions of balance of power and exploi ta tion and domination by the strong

of the weak. The Movement of Non-Aligned Comtries gave its full weight to the

st~engthening of international secur: .:i, to disarmament and enlightened globalism,

although the cold war cast its inevitable shadow en the functioning of the United

Nations.

It is to be weloomed that during the last two years we have begun to witness

signs of change. This was acknowledged at the recently cCllcluded Ninth Summit
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Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countrias held 1n

BelC)rade.

.. • • •

Tho Final Document isoued at the Summit Conf~rence noted that.

s1C)nificant events have t.aken pl"ce, with bearing on international

secur i ty, establishing new trends 1n international relations".

ProC)ress has been registered in brinC)ing peace to areas which have been ravaged by

war in recent times. Tbday, conflicts are C)radually C)ivinC) way to neC)otiations and

rhetoric is beinC) replaced with dialoC)ue. It is no small reassurance to the

non-aliC)ned countries that the two major military alliances have commenced the

search for a stable peace. Many of these conflicts need to be resolved in the

multilateral framework on the basis of the principles of the United Nations

Charter. Lastinq peace m'\d security can be achieved only with the part,ioipation of

the international conununity, on the basis of the principles of the Chal~t.er.

While the momentum in resolving regional conflict.s is heart.eninC), progress in

the field of disarmament has been limited. Except for the Treat.y between the

United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the

Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, which will

eliminate approximately 4,000 warheadn - a very small fraction of the nuclear

arsenals stockpiled by the two sides - no other disarmament negotiations have been

conoluded. SOme new negotiations have begun and efforts are being I18de to speed up

ongoing negotiations. Persistence and considerable politioal will are needed to

ensure suocess. An aiE of oautious optimism and hope is all that we can allow

ourselves at this stpge. We cannot afford to be either complacent or euphorio, for

mch remains to be done. Even with the proposed reduotions in nuclear weapons that

are foreseen under: the United States-USSR bilateral strategic arms reduotion talks

(START), there would still renain more than 20,000 warheads, enou(}h to destroy our

planet 25 times over. The conviotion has to emerge not only that lasting peace
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oannot be ensured by nuolear disarmament but that seourity dootrines based on

nuolear deterrenoe have also to be laid conolusively to rest in keeping with an

international orOtr based on demooratio and universal prinoiples and one in whioh

the global oomnunity is as one in its determination to eliminate for ever that

which divides us and oauses oonfliot.
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Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi stated in Belqrade at the summit of the Movement of

Non-Aligned Countries,

"A world without war can be Bustained only by a world order that sees the

world aa one, tha t sees all huma"ity as one. In terna tional securi ty rests not

only on arms reduotion and confidenoe building. Ultimately, it must rest on

".he elimination of the roal scourges uf humankind. hunger, disease,

illi~racy, poverty and e~ploit~tion."

Th~ recent signs of hope thAt we have percoived are vulnerable. They cannot

be nurt.ured in a world order based on any form of domination or diVisiveness,

whether political, economi.c or military. They uan take root only in a world order

bosed on equ&l1ty, justice and non··violenoe. Coexistence is the only form of

exlatence. At the third special session of the General Assembly devuted to

('UsarnlBment lndia presented the outlina of Ruoh a wcrld otder in thl9l form of an

action plan that callA upon the internationBl c.~mnunity to negotiate a binding

oommitment to qenerat and complete dis3tmament undar effeotive international

conll'C'Ii. Wh He nuclear dlsarm~ment. conoti tutes the oentral mat! f in eaoh tilta9Q of

t\u~ plan, it ia Aupported by collateral and other measures to further the process

in a compuhensi.v$ manner that would enhance globd aecur i ty. Tho plan includes

proposklo for banning chemical weapons and oth0r weapons of mass destru~tion,

brinqin9 to Cl hal t and rever slng the Rr.ms race, us i.t1g suien ti fic and tlichnoloqlcdl

developments for the benefi t of mank ind and reducir,g conventional arms 3nd forces

to the minimum levels re~uirQd f~r defen~~ pur?Qses, and it provideR prin~ipl~s for

the conduct of international rel~tion8 in a world free of nuclear weapons. ~h~

action plan wae also tabl.,d at the Conference on DiGlartnamer~l, in Geneva, aB a basis

for fur ther discuss ions wi th other Sta tee. The [Jreliminary reaction of a number of

States has bden encourag~·"I9J t t demonstrateb that people all over the world are

look.ing for an alternative structure for inter-SUte ~elat1ons.
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More than anything else, technology has played the primary role in I'IIlterial~y

'"\1'l,11

:!;
~'"
.',
\

'i'

shaping human oivilization by transforming the world in whioh we live. It has been

the main engine of growth throughout history, but its present dimension of

universal. .1mpact in the context of glObal interdependence has made it a central and

unique vehicle for human welfare or its opposite. Modern technology has given us a

world system of oOliinunication and interaotion, a world economy, a aeourity

apparatus wi th global reach. To accept and manage technology's glooal role we need

alllo to develop a world view. Today the issues of poverty, population and

environment have been made global. The perspective of politios also has to expand

if we are to tackle these issues conolusively. The nuclear age, the growth of

science and technology and the globalization of our lives and problems have

rendeted past mechanisms and habits of thought in inter-StAte relations obsolete.

Only enlightened globalism can provide the answer, and our fu ture approach has to

be directed by the full weight of multilateral endeavour. Bilateralism and

Inu1till'&teralbm caMot be nutually exclusive. on the contrary, they must

complement, facUltate and reinforce each other. The new bridges to be built have

to be support9d on more than one pillar if progress is to be lasting. Nowhere is

this more pertinent than in the field of disarmament. The impaot of bilateral

progress ~hould be felt in the multilateral field, but it has yet to be registered

in concrete terms or to make a qualitative impact on multilateral forums.

Let us examine developments on the nuclear issues that have been the highest

priorities in the field of disarmament. In 1978 the Final Document of the first

special ses8ion of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament \I1equivocally 8tated

that removal of the danger of nuclear war was the moat acute and important task of

the present day. In subsequent years the General Assembly a Cbpted , by overwhelming

majorities, resolutions on the most ptessing areas relating to nuclear disarmament,

such as prevention of nuclear war, a freeze on nuclear-weapon production and a b3n
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on nuolear-weapon testing. Unfortunately, the Conferenoe on Disarmament, the sole

multilateral negotiatih9 body, in whioh all five nuolear-weapon States are

represen ted, has been preven ted from ful f ill inq its manda te.

For many years India has ~toposed, both at the Conferenoe on Disarmament and

at the General Assemblv, that, while the most effective guarantee aqainst nuolear

war is nuclear disarmament and the complete elimination of nuolear weapons, the

immediate measure has to be negotiations on a oonvention whioh would outlaw the use

or threat of use of such weapons. The same truth was sununed up in the joint

Reagan-Gorbachev statement that

"a nuolear war cannot be won and must never be fought". (AL40L1070, p. ~)

Why then have we not been able to translate this expression of politioal will into

concrete agreements? The contradiotion arises beoause of its incompatibility with

seourity dootrines that reserve the right to resort to nuolear weapons. The

concept of nuclear de ter rence, ir respective of the kir'd of targe ting strategies

that are structured around it, is ultimately predicated on the use of nuolear

weapons. As long as nuolear weapons exist, it will be impossible to control or

limit escalation. A nuclear war cannot de-esoalate into a conventional war. If

nuclear. weapons are ever fired, it will not matter who fired first. It is

therefore clear that nuclear weapons oannot be used for any kind of defence.

Iqainst this, some strategic thinkers maintain that nuclear weapons have

prevented a global war dur inq the pas t 45 years and tha t there fore, al though they

may not be good for ~efence, they are good for deterrence. Fbrtunately, this

asser tion has not been tested. a.tt, on the other hand, nuclear-weapon Sta tes

themselves have v isualized a fa ilure of de terrence and have under taken steps to

prevent an accidental outbreak of nuclear war. Human beings are imperfect and

prone to panic and folly. the technological systems on which we rely are far from

being immlUle to error, our institutional and interactive mechanisms are imperfect.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



d11/5 A/C.l/ 44/PV. 9
19-20

(Mr. Sharma, India)

The only wise course is to re gard even tual fa 11un in some form as the probable

prospect - a numbing thought given the unremitting absolutism of the '~wer of the

~atom. The sentiment that a nuclear war must not be fought needs therefOLe to be

formalized as a multilateral commitment. The bilateral agreement of the United

states and the Union of Soviet Socialist RepuQlics on nuclear-risk-reduction

centres should be multilateralized under the security umbrella ot a non-use

convention.

Closely linked to the idea of a convention prohibiting the use or threat of

use of nuclear weapons is the appeal to nuclear-weapon Sta tes to apply an tmmedia te

freeze on production of these weapons and intended fissile material. The fissile

material to be released from the dismantling of nuclear missiles should be placed

under international supervision and not recyclad into the arms race. The argument

that a freeze would perpetuate existing imbalances cannot be sustained. The

concept of parity is often misused, Bometimes as a pre~ondition, sometimes as 8

goal. The dilemma of parity can be resolved only by accepting its total

irrelevance to the nuclear issue, whether politically, militarily or

operationally. The political roomentum that will be created by a success1:ul

strategic arms reduction agreement can be carried to its logical conclusion only if

the arms race is capped and the negotiations are multilateralized to bring in the

other nuclear-'.o1eapon Sta t'.::s that have so far rema ined outs ide the process.
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The t~ird related nuclear issue ls the nuclear·weapon-test ban. For over

three decades nuclear·weapon States have ignored the appeal of the world community

to end nuclear-weapon testing, thus halting the ongoing ~rocess of mdernization

and development of nuclear weapons. These attempts undermine the limited gains of

disarmament agreements as they fuel the quall ta tive arms race. For instance,

following the INF Treaty some strategists suggested modernization of the existing

Lance miss 11e. If mdern ha Hon is in tended to compensa te for the removal of

intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles, this is contrary to the basic thesis

behind the INF Treaty tha t the removal of the miss iles concerned has enhanced

security. The idea of compensation for missiles eliminated reflects apprehensions,

born of the old mind-set and responses, which are fearful of replacinq nutual

destruction by mutual survival.

Continued t.esting at lOrler levels only perpetuates the arms race. This ls

amply borne ou t by plotting the number of testa on a graph. 'Ib take an example, in

1961, 143 tests were carried out, in 1963, the partial test-ban Treaty drove

testin9 underground, and in 1964, 40 tests were carried out. This was a

significant drop, but it did not slow down the development and production of

nuclear weapon9. The number of warheads continued to rise and the arms race

continuea unabated. Clearly, inadequacy of verification is no longer a

ius ti fica Hon for delay inq a compr ehens ive test-ban trea ty. The Group ,..f

Scientific EKperts working under the aegis of the Conference on Disarmament in

Geneva will beg in ear ly ne xt year its Becond experiment:. u!'\ collection and exchange

of sei.smic data at qlobal level. A positive first step in the di;:-ection of a

permanent ban could be to test the effectiveness of this experiment by all

nuclear-weapon States declaring a moratorium to coincide with the OJETT-2 period.
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Meanwh 11e, the Ad Hoc Commi t tee could commence nego t 18 Hons on a tr ea ty and develop

the necessary institutional mechanisms to resolve any ambiguous situa~ions that

might arise. The infrastructure for the experiment - the national data collection

centres, the international data centres and the colllllunication channels &. could then

be made permanent.

The States parties to the partial test-ban Treaty have requested the convening

of an amendment conference to convert it into a comprehens ive test-ban treaty. The

amendment conference should be held in 1990 and the preparatory process for it

should begin wi thout any delay. Clear proof of the adequacy of exis ting

verification techniques would go a long way in providing for a successful amendment

conference. The larger participation in the partial test-ban Treaty amendment

conference would provide political thrnst and effectively complement the efforts of

the Conference on Disarmament.

The Fourth Review Conference of t;he Parties ~ the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of NUclear Weapons (NPT) is scheduled to be held in Geneva next

v~ar. One of the important issues that will be discussed, both inside and outside

the conforence 'ooma, is ~,e future of ~.e NPT t8gime, which, in its present form,

expires in 1995. Though India has taken a s".and on principle against the NPr's

discriminatory approach and· is not a State party, in this context it is useful to

recall that India, along with seven other countries, sponooted resolution

2028 (XX), one of the first resolutions on this subject In this forum in 1965. The

resolution, which identified a eJet of principles to quide the negotiations on an

eventual treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, was adopted

unopposed. Among the principles were the following, that the treaty should be

void of any loopholes which might permit prolifer~tion by nuclear or non-nuclear

Powers, and that the tr"eaty should embody al'\ acceptable balance of mutual
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responsibilities and obligations as between nuclear and non-nuclear Powers.

Unfortunately, the 1968 NPT failed to respect either of those principles and the

objective of nuclear disarmament virtually disapveared from the international

agenda for almos t 20 year s.

The apprehensions of vertical and sp&tial proliferation have ~een amply borne

out. Even wi th the reductions under negotia tions in the stra tegic arms reduotion

talks there will exist almost double the number of nuclear warheads that ~xi~ted in

1968. It is relevant to recall that the NPT was not to be an end in itself but was

meant to lead to the cessation of. the nuclear-arms race. We hope that the Sta tes

parties to the NPT will take advantage of the 1990 session to look at the genesis

of the Treaty and take decisive steps towards a more broad-based regime as part of

a comprehensive system of international peace and security in whiCh all countries

participate on an equal footing. It was in this spirit that Prime Minister Rajiv

Gandhi called for nego tie tions for a new Treaty that would

"give legal effect to the binding commitment of nuclear-weapon States to

eliminate all nucl~ar weapons by the year 2010 and of all non-nuclear-weapon

States to not cross the nuc1ear-weapon,s threshold."

For more than three decades the international community has reoognized outer

space as the common preserve of mankind. Developments in space research and

technology in the field of communications, meteorology and reJ'lOte sensing offer a

glimpse of the benefits possible for all oountries, particularly developing

countries, provided outer space is kept free of all weapons. We strongly support

the idea of greater international oo-operation in these fields. Since 1985 the

Conference on Disarmament has carr ied out useful work on issues rela ting to the

prevention of an arms race in outer space. A dozen or more proposals have been put
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forward ~IY delegations. These are aimed at strengthening and reinforcing the

existing international legal regime pertaining to out~r apace. The existing

international legal regime places soma restraints on the placement of certain types

of weapons in outer space. However, these restraints are not comprehensive in

scope, nor do they apply to all kinds o~ ~.,eapon systems. For instance, lI1der the

outer-space Treaty only the placement of nuclear weapons and weapons of mass

destruction in Earth's orbit is prohibited. ~t current research is taking pl~ce

to develop directed energy weapons, as also weapons which can be placed in the

lofted node without entering the Earth's orbit • !,co~"h~r of which are covered by

the present scope of the outer-space Treaty. other limitations of the existing

international. legal regime and bilateral agreements such as the Treaty between the

United States of Amer ica and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the

Limitation of Anti-BalliBtic Missile Systems (ABM) have become more evident in the

1 ight of technologica 1 deve1.opments. New legal instruments need to be developed

that would be comprehensive and prevent the launching of the arms race into outer

space. MeanWhile, it is essential that all States abide fully, in both letter and

spirit, with the existing bilateral and multilateral treaties.

In view of th~ importance of satellite technology, we view with great concern

the development of anti-satellite weapon systems. We have, therefore, proposed

that multilater~l negotiations be undertaken on a comprehensive anti-satellite-ban

treaty. Since 1985 both the United States and the Soviet Union have observed a

moratorium on the testing of anti -satell i te weapons. This de facto· morator ium

needs to be formalized and negotiations will help to convert this volt.l'\tary

restraint into a universally ~inding commitment. The issues of verification are

complex enough today. If anti-satellite weapons and other space weapons were

deployed, this problem would threaten to become intractable.
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New weapon systems being developed are part of a wider qualitative arms race.

Last year we introduced a draft resolution, enti tied "ScienU f~c and technological

developments and their impact on international security", in order to draw

attention to the qualitative arms race, which has not received the attention it

deserves. On the con trary, dor ing the last decade there has been a signi ficant

increase in global spending on research and development. Increasing amounts of

resources, both human and l1B ter ial, are devoted to developing new weapon sys tems.

New scientific and technological developments, making use of miniaturization and

large-scale computing capabilities, possibilities of designing ne~ Il'Bterials, fuel

and la6er teChnology and molecular engineering will have a cumulative impact,

inevit.ably transforming the international security environment for the worse.

u'Ctvnlopment and deployment of such systems cannot but exercise a ser iously

deleterious impact on existing and future disarmament negotiations. Complex

technical problems will make the search for verification even more elusive. It is

important that such trends be monitored and arrested in the interests of the

collective security of the global community.

It has to be remembered that there are no barr iers to human knowledge, whi ch

cannot be the preserve of a few societies.· What i3 achieVable by only a handful of

Sta tea today can in fu ture years be ach ieved by many more. Wisdom there fore

dictates that there should be a collective compact that routes which will have a

profoundly destabilizing and threatening impact on the global security situation

should by common agreement not be explored and pursued. We need to address

ourselves to problems of hunger, poverty, disease and env ironment, Which are of a

global dimension and call for international scientific and technological

oo-opera tion on an unpreceden ted scale. Se ien ti fie and technological developments

must continue, but they must be reoriented decisively in favour of peaceful uses.

It cannot be sufficiently em ph as ized that se ience and technology cannot hp. allowed

to become mllsters of war, they must be servants of peace.
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During the current year concerted attention has focused on the ongoing

chemical-weapons negotiations. In January, at the Paris Conference against

Chemical Weapons, 149 States unanimously called for a redoubling of efforts to

reach an early agreement on a convention on the prohibition of the development,

prcJuction, stockpiling, acquisi tion, transfer and use of chemical weapons and the

elimination of existing stockpiles and production facilities. Most delegations

suggested'that the Conference on Disarmament take advantage of the political

nomentum by setting itself a deadline for the conclusion of its negotiations. We

still belieiTe that it would be useful to work to a deadline, particularly as in the

current year considerable progress has been registered in working towards a

.memical-wea?ons convention. Past experience shows that the Treaty on the

Elimination of Intermedia te-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the mF Treaty - was

negotiated in a specified time-frame, the Stockholm Accord had a deadline to meet,

and more recently President Bush has suggested a deadline for the ongoing

negotiations on the reduction of conventional armed forces in Europe. Artificial

deadlines in all situations may not serve a purpose, but the five-year-old

negotiations on a chemical-weapons convention need the spur of a deadline to cross

the finiSh line. The proposCll that the two States with the largest

chemical-weapons stockpiles should begin destroying their stoCkpiles even before

the negotiations are concluded is a positive one and we welcome it. It creates a

posi tive climate and encourages wider adherence to the convention. The positive

impact of such a gesture, though, is reduced if production of chemical weapons

continues. That too must be halted. Adherence to an international agreement

cannot be forced, but it can be urged by demonstrating the advantages of thE system

of collective security offered by disarmament.

Short-term approaches using export controls may seem an attractive option to

some States, but we view them with concern. Such measures, apart from not being
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effective, also run the riSk of opening up a parallel track that ultiJ1\lltely leads

into a cul-de-sac. The risk does not aris~ first f.rom the possible URe of chemical

weapons but from the existence of chemical weapon&, and the only way to address

this political reality is to find a politically viable solution. A comprehensive

solution is the only viable political solution. If we want a convention that will

enjoy universal adherenc~, we must work towards a convention that will attract

universal adherence. The international community would do weLl to learn from the

experience of the non-proliferation Treaty. The multilateral approach that has

characterized the chemical-weapons Mgotiations dictates that the convention be

non-discriminatory and provide for equal rights and obligations for all States,

whe ther or not they possess chemical weapons and whe theE' or not they have a large

chemical industry. The mode of universal participation which has been adopted in

developing the chemical-weapons convention is a pioneering exercise and an

illlporlant model in the field of cHsarmament negotiations as a whole which should be

fos tered by the wor ld commun ity •

Last year we manda ted thP. Secl'etary-General to under take an in-depth study on

th~ role of the United Nation!'! in the field· of verification. This concept drew in

large measure on the proposal l'Mde by the leaders of the Six-Nation Initiative to

establish a multilateral verification system within the United Nations as an

integr.al part of a strengthened multilateral framework required to ensure peace and

security during thP. process of disarmament and i.n a nuclear-weapon-free world.

Verification of compliance is an integral and important element of any disarmament

agreement., even more so in a multilateral context where all States, big and small,

have an equal right to be reassured that treaty obligations are being complied

with. We are confident that the results of the study will further efforts to

strengthen multilateralization of disarmament.
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We are all aware of the impor tance of c:onsensus-bu ilding in our work in the

Commi ttee, slow and pa instak ing though the process may be. ftbre than ale third of

the dra ft resolu tions on which we took actioo last year were adopted wi thoot a

vote. Given the ?Ositive political climate this year, to which many of us have

refur:red, and with political will It is our hope that we shall be able to reach

consensus in more areas and on a larger nurmer of resolutions. My delegation will

work closely with you, Mr. Chairman, and with other delegations towards our oommon

ob'ject~ive of consensus building.

Mr. SOMOGYI (Hungary), At the end of the 19808, we believe, 8 positive

answer can be given to the ques tion whe ther signi ficant progress has been made

during the past: decade 1n strengthening international security and disarmament. In

the first part of the pr esent decade the winds of the cold war preva iled,

Soviet~nited States relations reached their lowest ebb, and we experienced grave

tensions in the international situatioo. All this resulted in a standstill on the

process of disarmament, which manifested itself in, aroong other things,

interrupting Soviet-United States disarmament negotiations and jeopardizing the

activity of multilateral bodies. In the rnid-1980s this negative tendenoy took a

different turn and since then the improyernent of Soviet-United States relations has

materialized in a series of summit meetings as well as in the conclusion of the

first genuine nuclear disarmament agreement. However, this favourable change in

the international situation has not been translated in a oonsistent way into the

field of multilateral disarmament. While progress coul~ be registered \n BQV&ral

fields of bilateral and regional disarmament, multilateral disarlMmer.t diplOlNlc.y

encounte[ed events 1 ike the ending of the th i~d spocial tJeSR ton of tht1 Uenu:ll

AsPeIllbly devoted to disarmament without the adoption of a fina~ oocument and the

fa Hure of the recent sess ion of the Disarmament Cornrni&s 100 to prowce tangible
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results. Aa a ne tter of faot, the Geneva Conference on Disarmament is ooncl1oUnC)

meaningfUl negotiations on only one of the issues on its agenda - the prohibition

of ohemioal weapons - bu t a conven t100 is yet to be oQ\cluded.
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From all this it appears that States Members of the United Nations continue to

make only partial Uge of the possibilities offered by the world Organization in

ol'der to contribute to the creation and strengthening of international seourity by

way of progress l~ disarmament. All this holds true even if one oannot expeot the

worl~ Organization to Rattle problems where the conditions for solutions are still

laoking. Hungary, ~A a small country vitally interested in strengthening the world

OrCiJeanhation, intendll to p:orrute, within the limits of its modest possibilities,

qreater parUci.pation by t:lje Unit.e" Nations in furthering security and

dioarmament. In th is reooper:t., we highly apprec ia te the dedlca ted activi ties of the

Unitad Nations Secretaty-C~neral und the Department for Disarmament Affairs, headed

by Under-Sectetary-General Mr. Yasushi Akashi, and we deem it indispensable that

they be (Jiven the support COllltlensurtiotl! with their mandate in these fields.

Lalllt year no real breakt.hrou~h was flch ieved in the solu tion of the

multilateral disarmalllent t8sko faced by the international conmunity. In our view,

tha t n fleoto not ol'l'ly the Ulohnicl\l di fficul ties involved, but the occas ional lack

of political will uS well. This is especially true for disarmament issues

demanding 11 global 801u tlon, such as nuclear diBarmament, the comprehens ive ban on

nuclear-test explosions or the prevention of an arms race in outer space. Although

SUbstantial negotiations are being conducted at the Conference on Disarmament on an

international oonvention banllinq chemical weapons, the aforementioned technical and

poll tical phenomena havp. hindered the successful accompl ishment of the work on this

issu(. as well.

(;()t\crete Wf>cIJ. on thA limitatioll and reduction of nuclear weapons has been

carrieC\ on f(~r years only at the bilateral Soviet-United States talk9. The

mainten.lnce of the lmpe tU8 of ll10se oonstr ucti ve discuss ions required most welcome

poll tical &<:1. ions from both sidel1. The early conclus ion of agreements and
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arrangements between them would serve not only the interest of the two great

Powers, but: would also be an important stage in strengthening international

security. Progress at the Soviet-United States talks focuses even more sharply on

the continued absence of results at multilateral forums, such as the Conferenoe on

Disarmament and the United Nations Disarmament Commission.

Progress in the field of nuclear disarmament would be of outstanding

importance also from the point of view of the future of the nUOlear

non-proliferation regime, since it would give further evidence that the great

Powers sincerely strive to fulfi~, their obligations under the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. The Hungarian Government regards the Treaty

as an important arms limitation agreement that has so far accomplished its main

purpose, namely, the ~evention of the spread of nuclear weapons. However, the

survival of the non-proliferation system requires further efforts on the part of

all signatory States, including the depository nuclear Powers. Hungary supports

all measures aimed at strengtheninq the system and making it universal. We

sincerely hope that this approach will prevail at the forthcoming FOurth Review

Conference on the Treaty, as well as in the course of its preparation.

T~e problem of a comprehensive ban on nuclear testing entails a broader

implication for arms control. In recent years, Hungary has declared on a number of

occasions that the comprehenAive prohibition of nuclear tests can be achieved only

throuqh the conclusion of a univel'sal and adeauately verifiable treaty. No

breakthrough was achieved this year on the issue of a test ban. Progress was made

only in the ad hoc Group of Scientific EKperts engaged in the investigation of

international co-operative measures to detect and identify seismic events in

accordance with the provisions of a future treaty. The Conference on Disarmament

failed again this year to set up a subsidiary body that could have dealt with

spec1fic and interrelated test-ban issues, including structure and scope, together
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with verification and compliance. Tt.fl feeling of disappointment in this respect 18

partly tonod down because, as a result of progress in Soviet-United States

negotiations on these issues, the fa Ufica Hon of the so-called threShold test-ban

treaty signed bilaterally about a decade and a half ago, seems to be possible.

The negotia tions on the prohibi Hon of radiological wea~ns also fa iled to

make major progress but, at the same time, serious ~fforts ~ere made to identify

the problems. Radiological weapons have not yet appeared in the national arsenals,

so their prohibition can be considered a8 an important preventive measure. The

prohibition of attacks against nuclear facilities is closely connectad with this

issue. Hungary, ow1ng to its small territory and the high density of its

population, is particularly interested in the earliest possible conclusion of a

relevant treaty. The non-nuclear-weapon countries have renounced the posses8ion of

nucleAr weapons in the non-proliferatiol'l Treaty. At the same time, that Treaty

provides for the util ization ot' nuclear enftrgy for peaceful purpoeus for the

non-nuclear-weapon States as well. These countries have the tight to ensare by way

of a treaty that their peaceful nuclear activity is not threat~ned or disturbed.

The general confidence- and secuti ty-bu ildinq effect of such a trea ty caMot be

overestimated. Strengthening mutual confidence becomes IIW)re and more important for

the non-nuclear countries and the nuclear Powers alike. Possession of nuclear

weapons - and it bears repeating often - does imply not only greater power, but

increased responsibility as well.

Last year, the examination of issues regarding the prevention of an arms race

in outer space continued. We consider the Soviet announcement related to the

unconditional dismantling of the Krasnoyarsk radar complex, Which had been a source

of much disagreement, as a positive contribution to the atmosphere of

negotiations. The fact that the Conference on Disarmament makes increasing use of

the expertise of specialists in resolving and furthertnq the elaboration of
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praotioal measures is also a welcome development. The par tlcipa tion of experts

could already be felt in the work of the Conference this year. We continue to deem

it practical for this forum to study tho possibility of creating a verification

I mechanism in outer space. One of the elements of this mechanism could be an
I

, international agency to be set up for the observation of satellites.

The year 1989 has produced outstandin~ developments in the 2o-year-long

efforts aimed at the comprehensive and global prohibition of chemical weapons and

the destruction of their stockpiles. The Paris Conference, which ended with

success, was an encouraging event. In its Final Declaration adopted by consensus,

the international community, practically as a whole, not only solemnly confirmed

1ts uncondi tional comml tment to the Geneva Pro tocol and condemned the use of

chemical weapons, but also unanimously urged the global, comprehensive and

effectively verifiable prohibi.tion and elimination of this kind of weapon.
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The declaration of the 1o'aris Conference has not remained without effect. Ita

impact is demonstrated by the report of the Conference on Disarmament's Ad Hoc

Committee on Chemical Weapons. This subsidiary body has achieved remarkable

progress and made promising plans for its future work.

Progress, however, is still not sufficient to enable us to speak about a real

breakthrough in drafting a convention. No agreement has been reached on the k~y

alements of the draft convention, although important politi~al elements in several

countries have recently argued .~ favour of the prohibition of chemical weapons.

Considerable progress bas been a~hieved at the bilateral talks between the Soviet

Union and the United States. In this connection, we should not lose sight of the

fact that it will be hard to reconcile the reduction of chemical-weapon stockpiles

with the production of Chemical weapons, whether before or after the convention

enters into force.

At the end of last year national trial inspections were started. These

experiments were, and will be, useful ir. complementing and pronoting the

multilateral efforts aimed at elaborating a reliable verification system. We are

ready to conttit"te to those efforts by carrying out a prototype international

simulation of soma of the verification measures.

We wish to express our appreciation of the initiative of the Australian

Government in convening the Government-industry conference that was held in

Canberra only a month ago. There, representatives of the world's chemical industry

argued in favour of condemnation of the use of chemical weapons and the early

conclusion and implementation of the convention on global prohibiti~. The

readiness of representatives of the chemical industry to join in the solution of

outstanding problems is an invaluable contribution to the cause of banning chemical

weapons.
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The Hungarian Government has called repeatedly for the prohibition of these

weapons and has taken a number of initiatives in this field. The seriousness of

our intentions and our readiness to pronote the early conclusion of the convention

are also demonstrated by our latest initiative, put forward by our Foreign Minister

in his recent statelMnt in the plenary Assembly. In accordance with that

statement, Hunqary is ready to comply with all the provisions of the convention now

be ing elabora ted and to act in full conformi ty wi th it even be fore it is concluded

and enters into force.

The declaration of our i,ntention to conform with the convention means that we

reaffirm that Hungary has no chemical waapons and no industrial plants capable of

producing them. It means also that the products of the Hungarian chemicals

industry, as well as the country's tr&de in chemicals, serve peaceful purposes

alone. FUrthermore, we shall make a declaration, as provided for in the draft

provisions of the convention, on the production of, and foreign trade in,

chemicals, and we shall pUblish such declarations at reqular intervals in the

fu ture.

On the basis of our intention to oonform with the convention, we stand ready

to be subjected, on a reci procal bas is t to on-si te veri fica tion regarding all facts

and flgures contained in the declarations to which I have referred, as well as

defence and industr ial and trading activi ty rela ted to the convention. The Soviet

Union has consented, on the basie of reciprocity, to on-site inspections of its

forces stationed in Hungary. We think it is appropriate, in carrying out on-site

verification measures, to have recourse to the professional and technical

faciH ties of the Uni ted Na tions.

Finally, we shall establish an appropriate organ to perform provisionally some

of the du ties of the na Honal au thori ty to be set up in accordance wi th the

oonven tion •
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Our un ilateeal moves represent confidence-bu ilding measures of a new type that

are destined primarily to promote the multilataral negotiations in Geneva and to

contribute to the strengthening of nutual confidance in a wider perspective.

Perhaps the most promising aspect of the disarmament process is the

nego tia tions on the reduction of conven Honal forces in Europe under way in

Vienna. The progress achieved there, and at the simultaneous negotiations on

confidence- and secuei ty-bu ilding measures demons tra te clearly that polt tical wUl

to reach agreement, together with a constructive approach, can yield results in an

unprecedentP.dly short space of time. On the basis of tne progress msde so far:, it

is not unreasonable to expect that an agreement on conventional forces can be

concluded wi th in a year. We welcome the fact tha t dmUar opin ions have been

voiced in the highest forums ot the two military alliances. As a result of that

agreement, the first ma jor steps could be taken towards diminishing mili tary

build-up and potential threats and, eventually, withdrawing foreign troopS from the

territories of other countrfes. In the present favourable international

oonditions, the elimination of a military presence outside one's country has become

a realistic and attainable prospect.

Hungary intends to contr ibute actively to the negotiations as it is

economically, militarily and poli tically interested in the early conclusion of an

agreement. Even before the start of negotiations we demonstrated our positive

approach by announcing, toge ther wi th some of the other Sta tes par ties to the

Warsaw Treaty, unilateral disarmament measures. In the same spirit, we

un.ilaterallY provided the participants in the negotiations with precise information

on the structure and location of our armed forceR. It is our oon~lction that

similar steps by other negotiating parties could speed up the solution of eXisting

problems.
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My oountry is aware that one of the key elements in the future agreement on

the reduotion of oonventional forces in Europe will be verifioation. Bearing this

in 'IIind, Hungarian experts are working aotively on the elaboration of methods and

measures by whioh compliance with disarmament and arms-limitation treaties can be

reliably verified and which are acceptable to all the parties involved. In this

respect, we believe that the "open skies" initiative put forward by the United

States is noteworthy. It w"'luld be helpful if experts from the countries ooncerned

could have consultations in order to explore the details of that initiative. We

welcome Canada's offer - just confirmed by Ambassador Mason - to host the first

round of such consultations. The issue may require that the talkS be held in two

stages. In that case, the Canadian meeting might well be complemented by a second

meetin~ to be held in E&stern Europe. Hungary is ready to take part in the

consultations and to host a second, concluding, stage in Budapest.

Another proposal presented by us recen tly was the crea tion of a regional

security zone, partially free from offensive weapons, along the common borders of

Hungary, Austria and Yugoslavia, to promote co-operation in the military, economic,

environmental and humanitarian fields. We declared ourselves ready, as a first

step, ,to undertake unilateral measures as a means of further ing bilateral and

tr ila teral co-opera Hon between the co un tries concerned.
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1st me conclude by saying that diplomats anqaqed in disarmament questions

often stress the significar,ce of informinq members of the public at larqe in order

to qet them involved in this h~qhly important matter. Unfortunately, as a

~nseauence of the lack of results achieved by multila~ral disarmament activities,

one frequently encoW'\ters depreciatory opinions that may even cast doubt on the

raison d'etre of multilateral disarmament neqotiatlons. Those opinions can be

countered only by a display of the appropriate political wUl and a constructive

attitude and, most importantly, by hard work to obtain tangible results. The

con~itions for that are now present, una it would unpardonable were we not to seize

our historic ,:>pP-'rtunity.

Mr. KRAVE'M (Ukrain ian Soviet Social ist Republic) (interpreta tion from

Russian), On behalf of my delegation I should like to extend warm conqratulations

to you, MP:. Chairman, and to the other officBr B of the Co"",i ttee, on your election

to your posts. I wish yo~ every success in your work.

I should also like to take this opportunity to extend to the United States

delega tion and the American people our 9 incere condolences and sympa thy a1 the ir

tremendous human disaster, the destructive ear thquake that caused loss of 1 ite and

vast material damaqe. As you know, the Soviet Government, on behalf of the SOYiet

people, has expressed its readinco::. to provide assistance to the victims of the

disaster.

The qeneral debate at the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly has

1argely reflected - and simultaneously enriched - our perception of the emergent

pe.r iod of peace in international relations. There has been vivid ooi\firmation of

the fact that the world community wishes to see our civilizatiora enjoying a secure,

free, democratic and prosperous future. The most important element in that process

is the consistent demilitllrization of international relations, which, indeed,

constitutes the essence of thl~ First Committee's activities.
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Commonsense and responsibility to the future oall for U8 to take a fresh look

at the prOblems of securi ty, whioh nust be ma inta il\ed pr imar Uy through political

means, buttressed by the prestige and oapabilities of the U'\ited Nations. Reason

is always more powerful and reliable than the fist. Putting trust in weapons,

partioularly nuclear weapons, is inoreasingly at variance 'With the realities and

imperatives of our time. We strongly believe that an alternative to nuolear

deterrence must: be sought in the acbption by oountries of defensive doctrines and

struotures of armed fOW:08S that rule out the likelihood of offensive action.

Naturally, there should be ooncurrent real and drastic reductions in bOth nuclear

and conventional arms.

The delegation of the Ukrainiar Soviet Soclalist Republic views the early

oonclusion ot' a Soviet-Unitlid Stat.es agreement on SO par cent cuts in their

strategic offensive weapons as a priority objel:ltive. We would hope that such an

agreement will be signed at the next Soviet-United States summit meeting, scheduled

for late spr ing or ear ly s umrner next '1ear.

we deem it of fundamental importanoe to make the disarmament process

irreversible and to progress tJwards a nuclear-fcee world.

The reduotion and elimina tion of taotical nuclear weapons in Europe and the

early commencement of talks on that subject between the members of the Warsaw

Treaty Organization and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization are now If8tters of

urgency.

A comprehensive ban on nuclear testing is t.l major pr ior i ty for a secure

world. A halt to nuclear tes ting wi thout delay is prompted both by t.he need to end

the arms race and build security and confidence and by the critical state of the

environment. A number of constructive proposals have been nBde by variouR States

to bring about an early resolution of the problem. Fbr example, the Ooviet
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Parliament has confirmed the USSR's readiness to place a moratorium on all nuclt'ar

explosions ilMlediately, naturally in conjunctio:l with the United Stl'\te8, and it ha..

so informed the Uni ted Sta tea Congress. A mora tor ium on nuclear exploe ionl could

be a precursor of a comprehensive nuclear test-ban agreement.

We favour a radical. solu t10n to that problem at. the Conferenoe on

Disarmament. At the same time, on the basis of existing oiroumatanoeti the

Ukrainian SSR welcomes progress at th~ Soviftt-tJnited States talks on nuolear

testing. We believe that bilateral and multilateral efforts should complement each

other and lead to the same ultimate goal - a treat'.y banning aH nuolellr testt.nCJ

everywhere.

Like many oth~r countriea the Ukrainian SSR believes that one way to achieve

that goal quickly is to extend the 1963 Mosoow Treaty banning nuolear teeting in

three envi.onments to inolude underground testing as well. We support t~e idea of

c.:onvening an international confeunce on that JUbject.

A halt to and subsequent ban on the mll itary productioa of fissionable

mate~ial is an important question. The Soviet Union has already announced its

first stePS to end the production of weapons-gradE: fissionable material and ito

decision to shut down all itA pl.utonium reactors by the 1ear 200U. However, if no

response ie forthcoming, unilateral measures cannot solve the problem. A epecial

interna tional agreement that provides for adequa te veri fiea tion measures 18 needed.

The Ukrainian SSR woulJ like to see efforts intensified in all fields of

nuclear disarmament. That includes credible efforts to prevent the proliferation

of·nuclear weapons and to forestall the development of new and even-m~re

devastating types of such weapons.
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We lIupport the proposals to edtabl1sh nuol ftar ..froe 1Q'1" 1n various regions of

the ...orld. We believe that such IOtH.8 have an important. r~le to play 1n building a

lIaf. world and that they "Ul make a major oontribution to st.ren(lthent.ng

international seourity and buildi~g trust and under8e.nd1n~ ~etwQen nations.

If th. nuclear-weapon Statos undertake not to be the t.irst. te,') une suoh

weapons, as China and the USSR have done, that would have a stabll iz ing effllot on

the ...ay th"t whole range of disarmament iSBues is being tackled.

Urgent measur•• are also called for to remove the threat posed by chemical

weapone. The p~ogre88 made dut lng chemioal-weapons disous... ions at the Geneva

Conference on Disarmament, tl.e outoome of the Par is Conforence held last January,

and the reuent Soviet-United States statement that. the two sides are resolved to

work towarda an early ban on chemical weapona, as well as the success of tho

Canberra Conferenoe, all give us hope that a breakthrough will be made towards

reaching an agreement to b6n and totally eliminate suoh weapons of mass

destructiou. w~ call upon aU the part.1oipants in the negotiations to solve

out.standing probler, s in a construotive manner and wi thout delay and thereby t.o

translate tbis truly epooh-making multilateral disarmament measure into reality.

T~e C.neral As8embl~ has a duty to do everything possible to make such tnlks

fJuoCJessful. We now hav43 a real opportunity to celebrate the sixty-fifth

annivecoary of the 1.925 Geneval Protocol with the conclusion of an agreement that

will totally eliminate all stocks of chemical weapons and ban their further

production.
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The Ukrainian SSR firmly believes that tbe future of mankind depends largely

on whether it succeeds in keeping outer space free of arms.

We call on all States to declare that they will refrain from placing arms in

outer space and urge them to set to work earnestly and constructively to produce

measures in this area. Such measures could provide for the implpmentation of

existing proposals to ban anti-satellite systems and space-to-earth weapons, to

establish an international outer space inspectorate and to verify that arms are not

placed in outer space.

C~,fidence-building and openness measures together with expanded international

co~peration in the explora tion and exploi ta tion of ou ter space would help to solve

the problem. There is a large number of constructive proposals from variou8 States

on this subject. In par ticular, there are proposals by the Pederal Republic of

Germany, France and other Sta tes on "rules of the road" in outer space and a code

of conduct, nott. fica tion of launching space objects, inspections, eXchange of

information, an international satellite tracking agency and integrated measures for

peaceful co~peration in outer space. Members will a\so recall the far-reaching

proposal of the Fbreign Minister of the USSR, Eduard Shevardnadze, in response to

the Uni ted Sta tes idea of "open sk ies". Speak ing dur ing the gener al deba te on

26 September, he said' "le t us also have open lands, open seas and open space ".

(A/44/PV.6, p. 43)

There is no lack of concrete and interesting proposals at the United Nations

and at the Conference on Disarmament. Yet, it must be regretted that over the past

few years debate on this pressing issue has not grown into practical negotiations

on an overall agreement, or understanding9 on specifics.

Progress in disarmament should also encompaoq efforts to scale down the

conventional arms race.
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1bday's level of t8chnology of such weapons, the vast sums spont in

manufacturing them all countries, both developed and developing, and, lastly, the

likelihood of conventional war escalating into nuclear war - all represent grave

threats to international security. That is precisely why we are all following so

closely the talks on reductions in conventional armaments in Europe. In keeping

with the defensive nature of their military doctrine and their intention to make

the posture of the ir arned forces clearly non""Offens ive, the Sta tee members of the

Warsaw Treaty have proposed dramatic mutual cuts in troops and conventional

weapons, under strict international control, of course.

The Vienna negotiations have confirmed that, given good will on the part of

the partioipants, practical results are possible very soon now - that is to say, a

stable and verifiable balance of oonventional armaments at a lower lev&l.

We also attach grea t importance to the Vienna talks on confidence- and

security-building measures. Measures to build and enhance confidence, openness and

glasnost in disarmamont, and making those measures comprehensive in ~~lpe, are the

order of the day. The progress in Stockholm must not end there. We have to build

on it, move towards a new order and a higher level of confidence-building

measures. The Kiev Seminar attended by United Nations experts on multilateral

confidence-building and war prevention measures, held last September, demonstrated

that a new generation of confidence-building measures was desirable and feasible

for continued efforts to enhance world security in the future.

The Ukrain ian SSR bel ieves that the General Assembly oould urge the

participants in the Vienna negotiations to make the necessary efforts to conclude

their negotiations successfully and as early as possible.

In approaching disarmament as an integrated process of demilitarizing

international relations, we should not lose sight of its major element - that is,

naval forces and their armaments.
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As we know, with their awesome strike capability, today's naval forces can

carry out strategic missions. That ~.s why they play a destabllizing role and can

heighten tensions and threaten security in various parts of the world. The outcome

of the general debate at this session has conclusively demonstrated that the

majority of the members of the world community are increasingly concerned about

naval activities. Elementary logic suggests that we must start separate talks on

this kind of armaments, to be attended by all States concerned, primarily the major

naval Power s.

As is the case in all disarmament m., tter s, th is issue is not a simple one, but

we must begin solving it, perhaps by small steps, such as confidence-building

measures, increasing exchanqas of information, invitations to military exercises

and exchanges of n&val delega tions. In this respect, increased contacts between

the Soviet and United States navies are significant. We should like to see them

followed by cancre te ef forts to reduce naval armaments and activi ties.

In the general det:ate, we described the position of the Ukrainian SSR on the

special and cd tical importance of the problem of converting military production to

civilian use, in the light of the initial steps taken in the field of real

disarmament. We hope that the First Committee will also consider this I18tter in a

businesslike way.

It is our firm conviction that the United Nations is capable of serving even

more effectivel.y as a unique international centre for maintaining international

peace and security. If this capacity is to be staadiJy increased, all members of

the world community should pool their efforts and the international machinery for

promoting disarmament should be improved. The universality of the machinery and

the will of Member States to achieve real disarmament would Berve 88 a pledqe of

its high effectiveness.
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We have presented our views on ways and means of improving that machinery at

the session of the United Nations Disarmament Commission last May. It is to be

regretted, however, that on that occasion too attempts to draft relevant

recommendations proved unsuccessful.

The Ukrainian SSR shares the oon09En expressed by a number of delegations over

the diminish~d efficiency of the Commission. We believe it necessary to emphasize
I

that we want to maintain the Commission as ·a major and truly universal forum of

disarmament and sharply to upgrade its activi ties through enhanced efficiency and

some adjustments to its work.

My delegation believes that our joint efforts in the Commission should aim at

producing common app,oaches to solving the problems under consideration, approaches

that could be drawn on in the coursl! of subSeQuent negotiations.

With regard to the elements of international machinery for promoting

disarmament, we should also pay attention to the implementation of resolutions of

the General Assembly on disarmament. We believe that recommendations of the United

Nations on disarmament should be treated with the necessary respect and their

bona fide practical implementation should be promoted. Consensus at the stage of

adoption should be translated into concrete action to comply with those resolutions.

The Ukrainian delegation urges all states to 00 their utmost to encourage

consistent implem~ntation of General Assembly resolutions on disarmament.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



NIl/ad

· .1, ~ '.~~I , . ,,\ ",.,,",

A/C.l/44/PV.9
51

(MC. Kravets« Ukrainian SSR)

The noble goals of our Organization, including those in the field of

disarmament, can be achieved if, as was pointed out as early as at the first

session of the General Assembly, the peoples of the world are fully awate of its

purposes and activities. We attach great importance to the information and

educa tion work of the Uni ted Na tions in the field of disarmament. The World

Disarmament Campaign, which has this aim in view has proved useful in educating

broad segments of international public opinion about the pernicious effects of the

arms race. We would advocate a more active involvement of non-qover nmental

organizations, the mass media, statesmen and public figures, as well as

parliaments, in the effort to ward off the threat of war. At the current session

the Ukrainian SSR will pledge a voluntary contribution 300,000 roubles to the World

Disarmament ll\1nd. We shall continue to provide every possible suppcu l for the

noble goals of that Campaign.

Mr. HDU·Zhitong (China) (interpretation from Chinese). Mr. Chairman, at

the ou tset, the Chinese delega tion warmly congratula tes you on your election as

Chairman of the First Committee of the current session of the General Assembly. We

are convinced that with your rich diplomatic experience, outstanding ability and

dedica tion to the cause of disarmament, you will gu 13& the del iberations of th is

Committee with skill and effici~ncy and promote new progress in the field of

multilateral disarmament. 1 also wish sincerely to congratulate other members of

the Bureau upon their electinn. 1 can assure you, Mr. Chairman, that the Chinese

delegation will co-operate fully with you and the entire Bureau. 1 also want to

take this opportunity to thank Ambassador Ibche for the outstanding contributions

he made when he presided over the work of the First Committee last year, and to
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thank Under-Seoretary-General Yasushi Akashi and the Department for Disarmament

Affairs for their highly efficient work.

In r&Cent years, new successes have been achieved in the efforts of various

countr ies in the world to resolve regional conflicts. reduce the threat of war and

improve the international climate. A new prospect for world peace has emerged on

the horizon. Viewed as a whol~, El\St-West relations have somewhat improved.

Military confrontation has relatively abated and political dialogue is becoming

more animated with the international situation moving towards greater relaxaUM.

Preserving peace, promoting disarmament and seeking development have become the

common aspiration of the people on Earth and constitute a general trend throughout

the world.

A;alnst this background, some new progress has been made over the past year in

the field of international disarmament. The Treaty between the thited States and

the SOviet Union on the Elimination of Their Intern~dlate-Range and Shorter-Range

Miss iles - INr Tr ea ty - ia be ing implemen ted and the b l1a ter al talks be tween them

on the 50 Per cent reduction of their strategic nuclear weapons are under way. New

negotiations have also begun on the reduction of conventional forces in Europe

where the two major military alliances confront each another and a high

concentration of nuclear and conventional weapons exists. Various sides there have

advanced s~cific proposals, and the SOviet Union and certain other Eastern

European countries have decided unilaterally to reduce or withdraw from abroad some

troops and weapons. The Chinese delegation welcomes these developments and hopes

that the negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union and between

the two major military alliances will lead to early agreements which will serve

pt..Ace and security without prejudicing the interest of other countries.

Progress has also been made in the field of multilateral disarmament. In

January and september of th is year, in terna tional conferences on the bllnn lng of
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chemical weapons were held in Paris and in Canberra respectively, and they achieved

some positive resu! ts. This year the Disarmament Colllllission held extensive and

in-depth discussions on a number of important disarmament questions. Negotiations

are continuing in a constructive atmosphere at the Conference on Disarmament in

Geneva on such ques tions as chemical weapons, wi th progress being made from time to

time. The Chinese delegation sincerely hopes that the role of multilateral

disarmament organs will continue to grow in the future.

!t must be pointed out emphatically that the positive changes in the current

international situation and in the disarmament field have taken place against a

profound historical background and have a far-reaching political significance.

They are the outcome of protracted and concerted endeavours on the part of all

countries in the world, as well as the result of 4G-odd years of evolution in

international relations since the end of the Second World War. The post-war

bipolar world - characterized by super-Power rivalry, the East~est cold war, and

the confrontation between the two major mili tary allicnces - has been shaken

continually by powerful forces, and the trend towards a multipolar world is

gathering IlDmentum. The third world, represented by the Movement of non-aligned

States continues to develop from strength to strength and has become a significant

political force in the present world. Furthermore, in IlDdern international

relations, powe~ politics - with the big bullying the small, the strong lording it

over the weak# frequently· imposing their will on others, or even violating the

sover.<:ignty of other countries with force - has been greatly detested and has

become increasingly unworkable. The establishment of a new international political

order has become the demand of the times.

While entertaining optimism for the prospect of world peace, we must also be

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



lfi/ad A/C. 1/44/PV. 9
54

(Mr. Hou Zhitong, China)

sober-minded and recognize that the world we live in is by no means trouble-free

and that the. root cause of international tension and turbulence has yet to be

removed. Regional conflict.s have not come to a stop. The ultinate resolution of

all the hot-spot issues will still take time to achieve. The prOblems of uneven

development in the world are calling for urgent solu tions. Acts of power poli tics,

such as meddling in the internal affairs of other countries and infringing the

sovereignty of other countries, still OCCIJf! from tine to time. Even in the field

of disarmament, the tasks remain arduous. Instead of putting an end to their arms

race, the super-Powers are striving to improve the quality of their weapons, vying

with each other in developing hi-tech weapon systems and extending the arms race

into outer space. The biggest nuclear and conventional arsenals in their

possession and the arms race between them oontinue to pose a serious threat to

world peace and security. Precisely because of this, the international community

has been consistently demanding that they discharge in earnest their special

responsibilities for disarmament and stop the arms race immediately in all its

forms.

China pusues an independent foreign p<?licy of peace and works persistently to

safeguard world peace and security. We are always opposed to the arms race and

stand for the complete prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclear, chemical,

biological and space weapons, and for the drastic reduction of conventional

armamencs. ~reover, on our own initiative we have unilaterally taken some

concrete steps wi th regard to disarmament.

At present, nuclear disarmament is a question of universal ooncern and the

focus of international efforts, for it is a matter of life or death for the whole

of mankind. The Chinese Government is fully aware of the danger of a nuclear war

and has consistently called for "the complete prohibition and total destruction of
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nuclear we.;:opons, thus removing, ooce and for all, the threat of nuclear war. More

and more people in the world have come to realize that the attainment of this

objective hinges upon the super- Powers, which possess the world IS larges"t and most

advanced nuclear arsenals. They must fulfil their special responsibility for

ending the nuclear arms race and carrying out nuclear disarmament by taking the

lead in stopping the testing, production and deployment of all types of nuclear

weapons and by the drastic reductioo and destruction of all types of nuclear

weapons deployed inside or outside their territories.
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When this has been accomplished it will be time for a widely representative

international oonference on nuclear disarmament to be held, with the participatil>O

of all nuclear States, to discuss the steps and measures to be taken for the total

destruction of nuclear weapons.

Last year the General Assembly adopted by OOn9QnSUS resolution 43/15 B on the

Question of nuclear disarmament, which reflects the common understanding of the

interrlational oommun i ty on th is impor tan t q.uQetion and its view that such is the

practicable and e ffecthe way to achieve nucl BIU disarmament. We ma in ta in that,

pending realization of this long-term ob"\ective and as an effective measuco to

prevent nuclear war, all nuclear-weapon Sta tea should undertake not to be tha first

to use nuclear weapons at any time or in any circumstances, and to refrain from tha

use or threat of use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-weapon Sta tes and

nuclear-free zones. On this basis, an international oonvention banning the use of

nuclear weapons Bhould be concluded and adhered to by all nuclear-weapon Sta tee.

In thie regard, the Chinese Government made its solemn commitment a long time ago

and we call upon all other nuclear-weapon Statp.B to do the aal'lle.

It is our consistent view that the estahlishment of nuclear-free zones or

zones of peace by the countr iee concernerl, on the bas is of agreement freely arc ivad

at between them in the light of the actual situation in their reglons, would be

conducive to regional peace and stabil ity. Nuclear Sta tea should respect the

status of nuclear-free zones and undertake the relevant obliqations. Proceeding

from this position, the Ch~nesp. Government has slqned and ratified the relevant

Protocols to the Trea ty for the Proh ib ition of Nuclear Weapons ir. La tin Amer ica and

the Sou th Paci fie ~clear Fr.ee Zo~e Treaty, th us con tr ihu tinq to nuclear

disarmament.

Like the rest of the international oommun ity, Ch~na is concer ned about the

question of the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. I wish to take this
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opport.unity to reiterate that we do not. enoourage or engage in nuolear

proliferation. Nor do we help any country to develop nuolear weapons. As a member

Stat.e of the International Atomio Fnerqy Agency (IAEA), China abides by its statute

and is oommi tted to the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and international

co-operation in this field. In exporting nuolear materials and equipment, China

has always taken a pruden t and responsible at.ti tu de , demanding t.h&t the ilnport.ing

oountr ies aooept IAEA safeguards and pledge to use the Chinese i tame for peaceful

purposes only and not to transfer them to any third country without China's consent.

We are glad t.o note that. the importanoe and urgency of oonventiona!

disarmament have been paid inoreasing attent.ion by t.he international community - a

faot that was fully manifest.ed in the adoption by oonsensus of resolution 43/75 .,

at the last session of the General Assembly. The Chinese delegation ha~ always

believed that, along with nuclear disarmament., there should be substantial

reduot.ions in conventional armaments. The big Powers, whioh possess the largest

oonventional arsenals, have a speoial responsibility for oonventional disarmament

and should reaoh agreement at an early date, through serious negotiations, on

dras tio reduotions of the ir oonventional weapons.

We have witneosed in reoent years some new steps forward in the efforts of

European ooun t.r iee wi t.h regard to talks a'l oonven tional foroed and these have

instilled nElW vitality in those talks. We welcome this development and hope that

an agreement oan soon be reached that serves the interests of the peaoe and

secur i ty of &lrope and the wor ld at large. &lrope is the si te of oonfrontation

between the two major military allianoes and has a high oa'loentration of weapons

and troops. In the event of a conventional war there would be a danger of its

eaoalating into a nuclear war, bringing \I'ltold sufferings to the people in the

region. Therefore, the internat.ional community shares the view that it is crucial
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that conven tional disarmament efforts should be focused en the European region and

the members of the two major military al:"iances, and in particular on the major

Powers among them.

Of course, this is not to say that the efforts of other rAgions and countries

are W\important. In fact, mlny third world coW\tries have taken various steps to

pronote conve'1tional disarmament. They have made their oontributions to

international peaoe and security by either taking unilateral actions or working at

regional and glObal levels. Nowadays, however, some people deliberately exaggerate

and play up the rate of increase in the military expenditures and armaments of the

developing countries, or try to shift on to them the primary responsibility for the

arms race. This does not accord with facts, nor is it fair. In fact, the third

world oountries have made development their top priority and devoted their limited

resources to thr- ecCX\omic and social development of the ir respective na tions. It

is only in special oircumstances that some of them are compelled to maintain the

necessa,,·y military capaoity to cope with the threats of armed invasion,

interference and subversion imposed on them from the outside and to safeguard their

independence and sovereignty. Naturally, no country should in any circumstances

seek conventional military capacity in excess of its needs for self-defence, let

alone use it for armed aggression against and intervention in other countries.

Faced with the latest tendency to extend the arms race into outer space it is

imperative to call for the cessation of the arms race in space. We maintain that

outer space is the common heritage of mankind and should be used entirely for

peaceful purposes for the benefit of all humanity. The development of space

weapons has exacerbated the escalation of the arms race, which could lead to the

mititarization of outer space, thus posing a new threat to the existence of manklrld

and to international secur ity. China is opposed to the arms race in cuter space
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and the development of space weapons, no matter by whom. It is oblrious that the

couhtries with the largest space capabilities competing in the deve~opment of space

weaponA should bear a special responsibility in this regard. Therefore, the

intnrnational community is justified in asking them to undertake ftQt to ~st,

develop, manufacture or deploy space weapnns, and to destroy all existlft9 space

we~pons. It is also logical that on this basis the parties concerned Ahould

proceed with negotiations and work towards an internatio.lal agreement on a

comprehensive ban on space weapons.

In recent years the prohibition of chemical weapons has been given particular

emphasis at the negot~ations in the Conference on Disarn~ment, in Geneva. Member

Sta tes of the Conference ~\ave quickened the pace of their negotill tions and have

mad& some headway on the rema in ing issues conoern ing a chemioal weapons

convention. Owing to the complex nature of these issues, some difficult. points

remain unresolved. It is reassuring that most member States, as well as some

non-member States participating in the work, have demonstrated a constructive

atU tude and made posi tive contributions to the negotia tiOl"s. The convening of the

P~ris and Canberra Conferences proved very useful in the efforts to attain the

objective of banning chemical weapons. We wish to express our apprecia tion of the

contributions made by France and ~stralia in this regard.

Ch ina is • non-chemical-weapon Sta te, it does not possess or manu facture

chemical w('apons, nor does it expor t chemicals to be used for mak ing chemi ,~l

weapons. China, which has itself been a victim of chemical weapons in the past,

haEf consisbmtly stood for the complete prohibition and total destruction of

chemical weapons. It hopes to see the early conclus ion of an in terna tional

convention and has taken an active part in the negotiations a1 such a convention.

China is lirmly opposed to the use and proliferation of chemical weapons. We are

of the view that t.he effe-otive way to prevent chemical-weapon proliferation is to
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oonolude as early as possible a convention imposing a comprehensive ban on chemioal

weapons. Firat and foremost, efforts should be made to remove the real threat

posed to international seourity by existing stookpiles of chemioal weapons and the

attempts to improve their quality. At the same time, efforts should be ma&- to

ensure that the civilian chemioal industry does not produoe chemioal weapons. It

9088 without saying that the major PalIIers whioh possess chemioal weapons have a

speoial responsibility in this r~spect.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



dj 1/14 A/C.lI 44/PV. 9
61

(Mr. Rou Zh i mn9, Chin a)

China wishes to see that, pending the oooolusioo of the oonvention, all

countr iea that have chemical weapons would pledge not to use them, and that all

oountr ies wi th ohemioal-weapon oapabili ties would undertake not m test, procl.loe or

transfer suoh weapons. ~ ensure the effeotiveness of the future convention on a

comprehensive ban of chemical weapons, this convention should stipulate striot,

effeotive, reasonable and practioable measures of verification. It should also

oontain provisions against the abuse of verifioation meaourM in such a way as to

interfere in the internal affairs of other countries and jeopardize their

sovereignty and security interests. The development of the civilian chemical

industry should not be hindered. China will, as always, make unremitting efforts,

mgether with all other cO\D'\tries, for the early conclusion of a oonvention bannin9

chemical weapons.

As the question of disarmament concerns wor ld peaoe and the seour ity of all

nations, all oountries - bi~ or small, stron9 or weak - should have the ri9ht to

partioipate on an equal footing in the discussion and resolution of this question.

The legitimate ir,terests and reasonable demands of all oo~tries should invariably

be respected. International efforts for disarmament oan be made at many levelsl

they may be bilateral, multilateral, regional or gllJbal. However, any bilat~ral

disarmament agreemsn t must not compromise the interests of other countr ies.

Likewise, any re9ional agreement must not infr inge the seourity of other regions.

Por reasons known to all, progress in the field of multilateral disarmament has

boen slow. Many countr ies have expressed oonoern about th is and made various

pr~posals to improve the multUat.~ral disarmament maohinery. We are 1n favour of

any proposal aimed at stren9thening the role of the United Nations and the

nultUateral disarmament agenoie. and improving their effeotiveness. It must be

etressed here tbalo" to a large extent, progress in mUltilateral disarmament efforts

ie determined by the politioal will as well ae the atti tude mwar\ls soot.
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efforts of all the oountries, espeoially those with the largest arsenals. The

deliberations and negotiations on disarmament issues within the multilateral

CCl'\text is an extremely important but arduous endeavour which involves the security

interests and concerns of all. We must strive to seek solutions acceptable to all

through discussions, oonsultatlons and negotiations en the basis of equality and

mutual respeot. We shall certainly be able to aocomplish our oommon objeotives so

long as all of us have politioal will, demonstrate suffioient patience, and persist

in ()llr effor ts.

Though I1Ddest progress has been achieved in the disarmament field over the

past year, there is still a long way before the prinoipal objectives of nuclear and

conventional disarmament can be realizeJ. The international Q)lIIIIUnity must

cmt1nue its joint efforts. As always, the Chinese delegation will take part in

the wor k of the first COmmi ttae at the current session in a positive and realistic

spirit and with a oonstruotive and Q)-<)perative attitude. We shall moe again

submit draft resolutions m nuolear and oonventional disarmament, and we hope to

receive the support of all other delegations. The Chinese delegation will

carefully study the draft resolutions, proposals and suggestions of all parties in

a post the and co~peu tive manner. We are ready to work together wi th other

delegations to achieve positive results in the work of the First Committee, thus

ma!dnq fresh contributions to oootinued progress in multilateral disarmament

effor ts •

Hr. OOtOtfAKI (Japan), The Japanese delegation joins with other

delegations in cmgratulating yoo, Mr. Chai.rman, upon your eleotim to your highly

responsible post. It is a great pleasure to work under your esteemed

cha irmanship. Our coogra tula Hons also go to the other members of the Bureau.

last month, Mt. Nakayama, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan, stated in the

gener al deba te in the Gener al Assembly tha t
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"The international community is today in the midst of a major transition from

discord to dialogue, from conflict to co~peration·. (A/44/PV.7, p.18)

Needless to say, the main factor behind this development is that the dialogue

and negotia tions between the Uni ted Sta teB and the Soviet Union have taken root and

expanded. The reoent meeting of the ~ited States Seo«etary of State and the

SOviet Foreign Minister in Wyoming produced significant results in the field of

disarmament regarding nuclear and chemical weapons, ~ich Japan welcomes heartily.

In Illrope, we have wi tnessed steady progress sinee spr 1ng this year in the Process

of eliminating the capability for launching surprise a'.:tacks and for initiating

large-scale offensive action that has lmg been a destabllizing faotor in that

regim.

We must bear in mind, however, that developments in bilateral and regional

disarmament do not necessarily lead to further progreslJ in mUltilateral

disarmament. It is up to all nations represented here to pursue multilateral

disarmament with determination and ingenuity. I look forw~rd to fruitful

discussions in the Flret Committee during this session which, it is hoped, will

reflAct the current favourftble international situation. Having just assumed office

as ltnbassador of Japan to the Con!erenoe on Disarmament, and attending the Firet

Commi tt.ee for the first time, I am grea tly hmoured to join all members in the

endeavour to achieve the noble objective of creating peaoe through disarmament.

The ~eople of Japan are solemnly resolved to seek the 1.11 tina te eU mina tion of

nuclear weapons and attach the highest priority to questions relatin~ to nuclear

weapons. Japan cannot bu t express its regret at the many underground nuclear tests

that are conducted every year. Noting that a oomprehensive test ban is a ma t.ter of

fundamental importance for the security of nations, Japan has taken the initiative,

mobil lz in9 all available t~chnologies, to ea t.ablish an international networ k for
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verifyinCJ nuclear testin9, so that a nuolear-test b.~ oan be aehieved withoot

jeopardiz in9 the seoUl' i ty of any nat~.o....

Nuolear disarmament is a complicated task that must be purslled tenaciously.

Bilateral as well as multU.. t ...a:a.l efforts are nllethd. Not only the reduotion of

nuclear weapons and a nuclear-test ban but also nuclear non-proliferation have to

be pursued. All these intricate and interrelated efforts require co-ordinatioo,

and the goal will bave to be apptoached slcwlr but steadily.

With thit in mind, Japan stroracJly supports full-soale, stACJe-by-st8CJe

ne9Qtb dons bebteer. U\e United Sta tes and the Soviet Union on issues relatbAg to

nuclear testing. Japan hiCJhly appreoiates the fact that the Wyoming meeting

conf'irllled the substantial progress that had been made, particularly on vel' 1£100 tion

IlIlttera, which ahould lead to the ratification of the thr~sbold test-ban Treaty of

1974 and the peaceful nuolear explosions Treaty of 1976. We earnestly hope that

the ratificatioo of these two treaties w.ill soon become a reality, so that the

United States and the Soviet Union can proceed to the second phases namely,

negotiatinCJ further intermediate lim~tations Q'l nuclear testing.

The progress WEt are wi tness!n~ today in the Un! ted Sta tes-Soviet Union

nucle~r-teBt talks makes us keenly aware that we are now blessed with an

unprecedented opportuni ty for commencing substantive multilateral deliberations 00

nuclear tes ting •
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In the past several years the Conference on Disarmament has been prevented

from establishing an ad~ committee on a nuclear-test ban because of political

groups' conflicting formal posi tions 0.' the Commi the's manda tee However, a

growing number of delegations have come to express their individual wishes to begin

the substantive work on nuclear testing issues at the Conferenoe. Since last

spring some progress has been made through informal and individual consultations in

considerably narrowing differences in the positions of delegations. It is strongly

hoped that with a little more flexibility on the part of some of the delegaUons

concerned a consensus will be reached, so that the Conference can start the

substantive work next year. It is my intention to become actively involved in the

efforts to resolve this IMtter with the co""Operation of the delegations concerned.

In April of this year the United NaUons hosted the International Conference

on Disarmament". Issues, in Kyo~o, J"apan. ~ llrUcipants in the Conference agreed that

issues relating to nuclear testing needed to be discussed at the Conference on

Dlsarmament and that nuclear testing could be effectively vedfied by means of

seismic moni tor ing. Wi thin the Conference the Ad Hoc Group of SCienti fie &eper ts

has been doin9 ex~e\lent work and is ready to start at the beginning of next year

the second phase of th3 Group's second large-scale technical te9t. A qlobal

seismic monitoring system is an essential factor in a future conlr,rehensive test

ban. I would therefore like to ask that as many countri~s as possible join in the

Group's efforts.

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) has so far

functioned as an important legal framework in reconciling the need for ti.e

non-proliferation of nuclear weapons with the need for the peaceful uses of nuclear

energy and to maintain the security of the world. Next year the States parties
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to the Treaty are to hold the Fourth Review Conferenoe and in 1995 another

conference is to be convened to decide the future of the Treaty regime. The

results of these oonferences will have far-reaching and long-term implications for

world peace and security in the future.

In order to maintain and strengthen the NPI' regime, it is imperative that both

nuolear-weapon and non-nuclear-weapon States make serious and continued efforts,

and also that non-party States subser ibe to· the Treaty. In this context "e should

appreciate as positive the very important decisions by Bahrain and Qatar to become

parties to the Treaty. It is also important that the safeguards required by the

Treaty are faithfully implemented. We hope that those States parties that have not

accepted the full-scope safeguards will do so wi thout any further delay. On the

other hand, it is to be heartily welcomed that the ttaited States and the Soviet

Union are achieving further progress in thti strat~gic arms reduction talks,

building upon the smooth implementation of the Treaty between the tbited States of

America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF Treaty. It is our sincere

hope that the United States and the Soviet ,vnion will make further efforts in the

field of nuclear disarmament, wi thout jeopardizing the necessary deterrence and

parity. At the same time all other nations are called upon to act in an

appropriate and responsible manner to ensure the peace &~d security of the world.

In recent years growing concern has been expressed concerning the use and

proli fen tion of chemical weapons. The most fundamental, indeed, the only, way to

cope with these problems is by concluding without delay a comprehensive, verifiable

and universal convention banning those weapons totally, with as many countries as

possible acceding to it. From this viewpoint, Japan will continue to participate

actively in the nego tia Hons. Pending the conclus ion of the conven tion
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it is incumbent upon each country to exercise restraint and aot res'~enslbly, in

accordance with paragraph 4 of the final deolaration adopted at ~.e Paris

C'~nference on chemioal weapons in January this year.

In the past few years the negotiations on the chemical weapons convention have

been oenducted energetic"lly cutd steady progress is being achieved, particularly en

technical det.a Us. Nevertheless, there are still sOlle important political and

substantive issues yet to be resolved. What is necessary in these circumstances is

to forge a colllllOn perception of the political targe t within the time-frame for the

negotia tions and to muster the necessary poli tical will and de termina Uon to

achieve an early conclusion of the negotiations.

The Government-Industry Conferenoe against Chemical Weapons, held recently in

Canberra, reaffirmed commi tment to the early conclusion of the ohemical-weapons

co~ention by overcoming the various existihg differences and mobilizing support

from the pr ivate indus tr ial sector. The Cenference also succeeded in setting a

specific target by annoll\oing the view that work m major substantive issues in the

negotiations should be completed during the course of 1990. Having participated in

the Conference, I appealed for the need to set a political target for the early

conclusion of the negotiations. I was therefore very muoh encouraged by the

significant results achieved through the serious efforts of all the participants in

the Conference. In particular, the efforts made by the Government of Australia, as

host country, in leading the Conference to its suooessful oQ\clusim should be

highly commended.

Fur thermore, Japan welcomes the speci fio co_1 tment made by President Bush 1n

his speeoh at the United Nations last month drastioally to recllce ohemical

weapons. The initiative was taken at the appropriate time and is expeoted to give

added I10mentum to the negotla tions Q\ the chemical-weapons cOl"Nen tim.
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In the nego tia tions on the chemical-weapons conven tion, veri fica tion problems

are particularly difficult, both politically and technically. We must work to

establish a reasonably effective and reliable verification regine, and to agree

upon a realistic aud feasible text for the convention, making use of the experience

gained through national trial inepecti(';s. At the same time, it is a matter of the

utmost importance to ensure the universality of the convention. I earnestly hope

that cOUiltries other than those that are members of the Conference on Disarmament

will show greater and more active interest in the ongoing negotiations on the

chemical-weapons convention.

Japan is pleased to see that steady progress is being made in the negotiations

on conventional forces in Europe and on confidence- and security-building

measures. This favourable situation has come about as a result of a series of

dialogues through various channels, such as the Conference on Security and

Co~peration in l!brope, the mutual and balanced force reduction talks and the

Conference on Conference- and Security-buUding Measures and Disarmament in

Europe. It is expected that these recent developments in l!brope will create an

atmosphere conducive to peace and security !lot only in that part of the world but.

throughout the entire world. Japan sincerely hopes that these negotiations will be

concluded successfully at an early da te.

In the interna.tional communi ty today we find such encouraging trends as the

taking root of the United States-Soviet dialogue, progress in the process of

disarmament in l!brope and the continuing efforts to resolve regional conflicts. On

the other hand, it is also a fact that deterrence based upon a balil'lce of power

serves as the basis for peace and stability in the world today. With this in mind

we sholl1d pursue, through arms coo trol and disarmament, a mili tary balance a t a
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lower level of armament., which would enhance the security of \:he na tions concerned

and henoe the peace and stabilit.y of tho world.

While arms control and disarmament i9 an important means of ensuring world

peace and security, it should be borne in mind that it is cnly part of the process

of solving the problems of war and peace.
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One of the lessons to be learned from the process of disarlllament between the

two super-Power s, as well as in &1 rope , is the fact that such a process is only a

part of the larger process of an across-the-board dialogue. It became possible

only with the deyelopnent of mutual confidence and trust between nations concerned,

which in \:.urn had to be fostered oyer the years through repeated ccntacts between

top-level leaders as well as numerous energetic negotiations at the working level.

In our efforts to bring about disarmament, we must first give serious thought, not

in abstract terms but in specific terms, to what concrete actions will be necessary

in order to reduce and eliminate mutual distrust between countries concerned. tn

Asia there still rema in a nunber of issues and sources of tension, such as

territorial issues and regional conflicts. Therefore we ought first to make steady

efforts to enhance mutual confidence allOng nations by solving these problems and

conflicts one by one.

Japan, with its Peace Constitution, has over the years been firmly resolved

never again to become a mill tary Power threa tening its neighbours and has at the

same time been trying to establish and maintain noderate and reasonable defence

capabilities in ~.ine with its basic policy .of maintaining exclusively defence

forces. Japan will continue to adhere to such a policy, and also will continue to

make diplomatic efforts, bOth bilaterally and multilaterally, to cmtribute to the

improvement and stabilization of the political situation in Asia.

The First COmmittee of the General Assembly should cmtinue to be an important

forum for frank and serious discussion, where international public opinion can be

mobilized for the creation of an atmosphere favourable to disarmament. Through our

deliberations and the adoption of resolutions during the course of this session, it

is hoped that we shall come up wi th clearer messages to the in terna Honal comm\l'\i ty

that will give fr 8sh impe tus to var ious disarMament negotia tions. Incidentally, it

may be advisable to refrain from aoopting too many resolutions. By merglnc, siailu
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resolutions whenever possible, we should rather aim at adopting a limited number of

resolutions by consensus.

The path towards disarmament may be winding and strenuous, but we must

continue along it if we are to fulfU our responsibility of helping to create a

more peaceful and safer world. At last year's third special session of the General

Assembly devoted to disarmament, Japan expressed its in ten tion to strengthen its

"co-operation for peace" as the first pillar of its "international co-operation

initiative". In line with that initiative, Japan is determined to work to the best

of its ability, hand in hand with all other nations, to achieve our common goal.

The mee ting' rose at 12.3S P .1ft.
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