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provided the Commission agreed to its inclu51on in the agenda.

) he/had‘come to regérd'him eé en ideal chairmen. However, at the
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1., ADOPTION OF ‘AGENDA (Item'l of the Agenda),(ﬁocuﬁent E/CN,3/53/Reé.1)

P l ! A .

+t

Tie CHAIRMAN, declaring open the Fourth’Se851on of the’ Commission,

said that he intended to .submit-a memorandum on the implementablon of

- the Comm1351on's programme of work 1ncluding 1ts financial implications,

~ TS L }

Vi

The Commission unanimousli edopted the provisional agénda

- ¥ ,

AvﬁDocument E/CN 3/53/Rev.1) on the understanding that members might

4

ggbmit additional documents on matters relatlng,to the Comm1331on's work.‘

'v1t was also- agreed that 1tems need not neoessquly be discussed in the

! !

$ o

.order in which they eppeared in the agenda.

. . e
! L L. . . t 1
Coa . R . ~ 1

2. EIEQ?IONTOF;OFFICERSl(Item'2 of the Afenda) - - e
Mr. RICE (United States of America) said that dnring’his long,

cordial and productive association, as Rapporteur, with Mr., Marshall,

4

Commission's third se381on, when its’ relations w1th regional statis—

k tioal bodies hfd formed one of tho principal subjects of disous sion, . dt

had becomo apparent that it‘was undesirable th,t both the, Chairman and

L oLt

the Rapporteur ‘should be drawn from the relatlvely restricted area, - .
/ P

’ .geographically speaking, of North America.

. He therefore proposed for the office of Cheirman Mr, Iden,urg

(Netherlands), who had played 80 conspicuous a ‘part in statistical

., matters in Europ04generally, and“at th. rogiunnl-nootiné of European

4

atatistlcians in particular.

Mr. JAHN-(Norway) seconded the proposal.

n

The Gommission unanimous;y elected Mr. Idenburg,(Netherlands)

+

Chmirman

- Mr, ID ENBURG (Netherlands) took the chair. N

i
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he would be “nqble to beke ‘part effe .y in'uhe discussion of any -
£

item unless provided with Russian translitions of the relevant documents.
B e ’ . . - '

Mr, BRUCE, Secr stary to the Comm 103,'replicd that, maigly owlng

© tao pressure of work caused py the resqmption of meetings of the General

) Assembly, the Secretariat had been able to prepsre.the docuhents only in

X

the two working languages in which theaRules of Procedure reguired it to

ideus them,  However, lthough he coild give no assurancs. that the |
¢ A
documents or parts Lhereof would be tAanslated into Russian by any .

\

H Ki
?

specific date, Eheﬂuecretariat would do alk it could- to comply w1th thp

. request of the representative of the ?krainian Soviet Socialist Republic:

‘\t

Mr. MARSHALL (Ganada) said that every effort should be made to
: : : o - &

provide Russian translatiouws as quickly as possible.:

“' /

: . ) i
> Mr, RYABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Soc i;li t Republics) welcomed the
& 3 H 5 ~ ~ ’

-

éuggeétigns and stated that if all the documents vefore the Commissidn

" could not be translated quickly, it would be very helpful if at least’

the most important of them, or the most important parts of -lengthy docu-
ments, could be eirculated in Pussian at an early date. ' .

‘ .

k. .CO-ORDINATION OF STATISTICAL AGTIVITIES - THIRD REPORT OF SECRETARY-
+  GENERAL {Item 5 (a) of the Lgenda) (DOﬁunentQ E/CN.3/69, E/CN 3/69,
Annex L nnd E/CN. 3/69, Annex 2).

.
! !
W - \

: Mvt,LEONARD; represehting @he Lssistant Secrstary-Gereral forjA : s
Econemic Affiirs, outlined'thé contents of the Third Report‘bf_ghe !
retarymenura* on Pondrdinatioh of Stat sﬁicai Aetivities (Documént>

E/CN‘3/69) and‘of,tbe two hinnexes thereto. ‘ B B

I -
"

Al v .
Mr. RICE (Unibted States of America) said that the Réport‘provided

satisfactory and rea

asspring confirn at ion ‘that the Se cLebarlat was com-
¥ s N -
ission’s wishes conce “nvpp the co-ordination of

13 v h

plying with the Comm

. .

4

internutvolwl ota tleal astivities: = Were theve.in that cornection any

problems on whioh the Secretaviat wished-to.solicit the advice ‘of the

N
% N - . /

Commission?

»

-
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. ‘Mr. D.RMOIS" (France) considered thatiat would be useful for the‘
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; Commisszon to hearrthe viewe of the SecretJrlat on ex1st1ng gaps in the

wide range of statlstlcal subgects coVered by 1ntern3tional* gtlvicles.

I's

1

WfﬁrRD, rcpresenting the Assistant Secrctary—Gener 1 fsé‘;'

o ”: . Economic ffairs, stated that the arrwngemente made fox“collcboretion ,

P -

IR between the Statistical Office of “the United Nations' and the Spec1allsed

i ; o Agencies hed on the whole proved Sltl factory.ﬂ He Would draw’the

attention of the Commission to paragraph 6 of Document E/CN.3/69, ‘whereé'
‘ reference was made to the necessit; oi e certdln devree of flexibllit; ‘
.o : w1th1n the. geoeral framework estublished by form=l dgreem;nts.
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It was,

& i ' 3

no , ' essentlal that, the mllntenance of ~such fchlbillty be ensured ',
1, . R P .
/- 4 ' . v . o, e )
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Itxwas proposed to supplement the exchange of questloﬂnaires”by "

4

~ Al
. "+ £
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. maklng arrangements for communlcatlng ‘to the becretary4}eneral information‘

i H oo

’ relating to the’ statlstlcal plans of "the SpeCIAllsed “gencles in advance

v ~ 3 A q)' A ¥
of the dreft questionneires.. » , T . ﬁ’x
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P o The most important gap noted by the Statlstlc l Offlce related ~}

oy

¥ +

w4
' “

. \' to social statlstlcs.
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Since the Secretarlet had prepared a special »“%

w A * . 1

"y ‘document on that subjact'%Document E/CN.3/77), 1scussion on that \ :

e
2 v r S

. Kj' point might approprlately be Heferred until the~ Comm1551on camg to .

“ !
o7

B 7 RN deal w1th Item 10 of the agenda, where“speclfic r ference Wﬁo made.to
¥ ¥ i Y» p P A ' * .
Tooan ; ’ et A
‘ the’improvement of eocial statistics. T P Coy,

R 14 4 » L
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. . 3 .vx’ by
Lot Mr. \RcHuLL (Cdnada) esked if there’ were con51derable duplicatlon

-4, 4 -

5 ¢ between the questionnaires issued by thé. Statisticwl Office 1nd by,

:
3 L

N o R 4 E
opeqle;;eed Agencles. ., oot - ' W ¢

N i N

1 ¥ , ' J .
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i B 1 72 -

e Mr, LuOuuRD repreeenting the'hseist,nt Secretary—Gcneral for £

o8 s '
i . K ;. & . ¥ e

Economlc ﬁffairs, replled that, eave for a' few minor instances, no”

’. e 2
¢ ’ G 1 Y e ¥

. ¥
. . serlous duplicatlon occurred. ” ‘The moet dlfficult problem mus bh b of n

[
‘¥

’:: rrelatlng the workaof th St tlsthul Offlce end of thc SpCCiulide

i o *, o g

ngenﬂles to the activltles of the regional commiss1un : ’The letter

“,‘, v 1s, ¢ 4 ,., ‘
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;ﬂ" ments 1isted tnder Item 5 of the Agenda dealt With c8-or dinaiiOu rauher
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" michinéry Was,required'tb“Check‘and revise the data asked forhin bHe

~ . - P 4 - A R . s M ' ‘. ' st ¥ :
g { v : ‘ = ! 5 ! 4 b * ¥ ®
Al L et L e s L /CN B/SR 36
¢ - . ; i ¥ . - A ..; 7 R N
A T ) - v 4 N . Oy ) ; g\, 7 . . Erey
« . o . N . v - '
R ‘ e \ - m:‘ ‘ ¢ b !
I : , ~ * ! N - -
P 1 ’ Ry s - ¢ i R s Lo ; \. R
- dealt with speciflc problems which somethnes nece551tated th: sudden | ‘
“ EY N R - \,v * .

‘ ' , : ', b9
e issue and circulation of a questlonnaire. In the ma.jorlty,, ol cases, - RS
. sty - A . %

v ) 1 B
- however,’it was' rather a case'ofCimproying_co-ordinationtthan of ,eliminat-
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Mr. OAMPION (Uniteo Kingdmn), Rapporteur, said that, 31noe the docu~ | ¢+

13
‘s/ ki

¢ than with progremmes, “he would spesk later -on the 1atte;ep01nba kao' - e

lh:'? ;

f reference was made in the report on uhe co—ordi1a+ion of Statwshical

o

Activities (Document E/CN 3/69) to the number of COLntriCu which nswered -

4

., the questionnaires, or to how, and wm*h what degree of deta1l *ruestion— SR

% . 3
4 ¥ N " L

naires were‘answered." That question would arise with reference £o Iteﬁ‘B A
s e T ‘ N ! , .
of the Agendar‘ Report on publication prooramme of the Stati s,icalvOfficeaf
s 3 PR W 1

From tbe point of view ofs national statlstical ozficbs, elaborate

Y %

L]

. Questioﬁhaires, it was conseouentxj essential’that there‘should be some

b ,\ | « .

L degree of - certainty that good results jwere obtained bV the use of question-*

P
' e ' N "

naires. Moreover, those questionnaires hhich'were 1ot ent‘oatpperiodicé 4
4 3

ally, but on an ad hoc basis for eanple (uO tes* how.mue inionnationx

was available oh.d certain subject) should be examlned carefully to

determine whether they were yielding satisfactory requts, ;, -
) " N 4 \ ! i K e ) ! ““‘\‘ r

M TOIIEX (Food and Agrlculture Organisation) sa id,mbat from?the } -
point of view of the Food and Agriculture Organlsation oo~ordination in Aeow
uhe field of st tistics and. publications was, thanks to the valuable work , !

M N ¥

of the St- tistlcal Office, wholly satisfactory. Collaboratloq had” also

} béen devel opedJ with such agencles as ‘the Internationa] Labour Cx ganisati;on ‘:/ " ﬁ:i
. and the irteraationai ﬁonetary F&nd W1th which commbn probloms were :v~" L“
worked out" Jointly, to facilitate the work of nationaL s+atis iciansq Ll, h!:'
. v o :,’ . v ' T | f
" Mr, WO?DBUBY (ihtergational Labour Organisation) dlso expre used his _ i

. Yoo

. . 1. » o k w1 . ) . N 3 v,

, - satisfaction with the co-ordination achieved, giving as an examﬁTe tbereof, K
' " - 4 Al . R .
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‘the plans ofwall agencies relating to the collection of statistical data

"mignt be communicated in advance to ‘the Secretary—General.

E/CN 3/sn 36 o . e S
page 8 o . ' b o =
the advice whlch the International Monetary Fund had sought from the

International Labour Organisation on the problem -of the collection and -

'

computationvof cost 6f.1iving index numbers., The International Labour

~

Organisation had been.able to glVe the International Monetary Fund the

, t
o , N

full benefit of 1ts views on. that problem. : .

1 \

In his opinion, difficulties chiefly arose with- regional commissions

/o .
3

. which were insufficiently familiar with'the general programmes and

N 3

structure of the United Kations. . For instance, the Seeretariat of the '

Economic Commission for Europe had sent out a questionnaire relating to

3

points, o which'the International Labour Organisationtvas already collect-

: *nv statistics.w That presumably y would not recur. »He must however

empnasize that the International Labour Organisation would always be

- i

. ready to give regional commiss;ons any infonmatlon that ‘it had.

o . c‘x ’ )
Mr. CAMPION (United'Kingdom), Rapporteur, ‘stated that, since it was

N

-

*,

desirabla that the Commission should record its views on the co-ordination

of statistical activities, he' would. - propose that a resolution be drafted:
)
noting the Comnission's approval of the existing arrangements for co-

ordination,\emnnasizing the need “for the greatestidegree'of flexibility -

“invthose arrangements and suggesting that means be established whereby

§ ~

o,

f
4 . * -

)'. Mr, RICE (United States of America) seconded the proposal of the

v
!

xeoresentative of the United Kingdom. o N

? - w~ 3 . v ! !

- |

On the proposal ‘of the Soviet Union representative, A AN

f the Gommission agreed.to defer discussion of -the proposal of the S

5 .k

United Kingdom representatiwe until the text of his resolutlon was

available in written form. = R Con :
N Yy - A , ! v '
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N ‘ ‘Ehe meeting rose at 12,20 pam. ' .






