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. of pﬁocédurq and its rocommendations concerning,fﬁtqre methods of work,

‘the most importent LIf, however, the Commission 1ntended t6 discuss:

M o ‘ ,l N ’ : £ by
‘ ‘ S + 3/CN.3/SR.38
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RIPORT OF THu SUB-COMMISSION ON STATISTICAL SaMPLING ON ITS SICOND
5033I0N (Item 4 of ‘the Agenda) (Documents ./CN. 3/52 and 5/CNs 3/52/Add 1) .

"

. "The CHAIRMAN rﬁquvsted Mr. Mahalunobls, Chalrman of the

r

Sub-Conm1351on on Statlstlcal Sampllnb, to prasent the Sub~Comm1351on's

4 !

Report (Documhnt u/CN.3/52) chapter by chupter. : L ;

” Chaptur T Agunda - \ ) L
Thvru was no dlscu831on on Chapter I¢ T . ' -

. ¢ ¥ M . .
12

Ghapter II.: Functions’ and Alms of the Sub—COmmlsslon :

on Statistical Sampling . . . o R

-

N te . - {

Mr, MAHALANOBIS (India) drow atteﬁtiqﬁ to paragraphs 8, 10

“pege 3. .t o
. 3 t

and 11 of. Chaptor II, which dealt with the Sub~Commission's-methods

¥

"

\

* Mr. RYABUSHKIN ‘(Union: of Sovict SOClLllSt chubllcs) stated .

that, with the a851st‘nce of the 1nterprcters,\he had examined cortaln

p 1

sectlons of the report, the complute tuxt of which was not avallwble
in Russ1an. h~ would,,thereforo, only bp able to. comment on those

paragra phs wnlch he ‘had stualud, whlch were, according to thy opcratarlat,

*

C Ty

the document as a whole, it would, in his opinion, bc best for a

e

t

3 ,, . " o
provisional oral trahslation of the whole“document to be made,

“Chapter IIi‘ Smmplv Surveys of Current Intervst and-
Bxchenge of Informatlon

Mr. MAHALANOBIb (Indla) cmpha31zed the importance of tho
S@b#Coﬁm1§31qn s rvcommpqdatlpns in sub-para graphs a) th d) 1nclu51ve
of paragraph 15. .

>

[ . . ) i
In paregroeph 16 the Sub—Commission had rccommonddd that additional

efforts should be: mmdp to COllqu 1nformatlon on survvys conducted by

4 I

®

non—governmvntal organlsatlons. That was a polnt of consldorablet
» . v : 4 + ’ v

’,significance; oo ' oo, .

g
‘
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-appropriate: arranﬁemgnts been made” .o '

. ;\' . \~ ) % ‘f "\
, . - EB/CN: B/SROBS
Lo ... 7 page Sa ;

Al \

Mrﬁ RYABUSHKIN (Union ‘of . Soviet Socialist Republics)

N

said that if the Secretarjat was in "ontao+ with natlonal 1

\

stasistical offlces, the_term "qorrespondenﬁﬂ‘was “in pplicable.

[N s FERRT e §
. ¢ . 3 i
- '

g N

Mr, LEONARD rgpreqcnting uhe Aqslstant Secretary~General

for Economic Affalrs,faddsd that, in certaln instances the: .

P

v

Secretariat“had‘followed up-its initial enqpiry'with a'réquest for-’

" 4
&

‘further 1nformatlon, which in several, cases 'had proved very

¥ % .

productive;

‘ ) ot . \

. .
v . «

‘Cﬁéﬁtér IV: Standardization of Technleal Terminology . and
Points to be. Covered iu R;r,"‘°~/n/o‘“p1“ q""vquo i w'

.

¥ -
,

. ! B ,

. Mr, MAHALANOBIS (India) pointed out that the standard

-~

te}éinology glven in ‘the appendﬁx (Documcnt E/CN°3/52/Ad i) should

not be cons;dered final, the Sub—Commis 1on -ntended at its next

124
&

Session to conside¢ methods of improv1ng it., " .

'

L

. M. CAMPION (Unitbd Kingdom), Ra pporteur; said ‘that

Mr. Yates, a member of the Sub~Commission; had, compi.led. a manual
1 ' ‘\ AR

in English of » sampling methods in’ which he had used a number of

terms the general appllcaulon of which the Suwaommission wished

to ensurea 'It was a remarkable work, wrlch would . shortly be

puhlished; and-of which he had in his possession an advance copy

which members might consult.’ ~ : _ .

)
'

. »
“ ~

. Mr; MARSHALL (Canada) suid ‘that it had been his ,

impression that the marual was £ hove been comviled under the

ausplces of ‘the Sub-Ccmmu551on on Statvstlca1 Samnllng, and issued”

in all the offlclal languages by the Stutiutlcal Commission.; Had

! * ! 1 9

v . .
[T

\ a

1
t

- ’ A % .. . } ‘:v i
. 7, "Mr. LEONARD,.representing the Assistant Secretary--

Géneral fér,Economic affairs, replied that no definite -~

. . . .
[ { i

A

0
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. g ’ E/CN.B/SR-BS LT
N ‘ o page 7-,{ I
stated in Paragraph L it was the SUb~Comm1831on's con51dered

-~

opinion that small—ecale successxve surveys taken more frequently . i

afforded better opportunities of centrol and yielded fuller ' .

i

information on trends, than dld large—scale, but infrequent surVeys.
N ’ ! 7.~ ' : ' i N V" Cy

. o Mr. RICE (United Statea of Ameriea) expressed his appreciation :
© . of the significant proposals made by the Sub—Commission in Chapter V < Y

and asked wbat methods were, contemplated for- drawing the attention of

i ’
, . !
S *

governments to their practlcal appllcationa ‘ o , ’,';' -

i

Mr, WOODBURY (Internatlonal Labour Organization) also expressed

4

his. appreciation of the Sub~Commi381onfs work, which would contribute

-

s

considerably to the development of family budget studies. That problem ‘
flgured on the. agenda of’ the Seventh Conferenoe of International Labour
Statlstioians, scheduled bo be: held in October 1949, and the International

Labour Organlzatlon therefore intended to: reproduce in ‘its report to‘the

ot

Conference that chapter of the Sub—Gommission'e Report. fThus.the
departments in the various countrles dealing with labour qnestione would *

be able to take cognlsanoe of the. Sub~Commiseion's recommendations. !

\Mr, DARMOIS (France) stated that.famlly budget studies would

dm . \

shortly -be carried,out in France. ' . - ; ‘ ;

Mp,. JAHN (Norway) wished to emphasize the faet that Chapter v iﬂ

N

©' was very well balanced and clearly brought out the Sub—Commission's

awareness of the difflculty of taking a true sample. He must warmly

’ [
1

oongratulate the' Sub-Comnission on its work, SO _‘J

y PR - I N | e
) ‘ . {

A} &

© Mr, MaRSHALL (Cénade) hoped that the khowledge that the Canadian -
. A * ) M . " % o 1
‘authoritics mntended'tnfincorporate its reodmmendatiokd. in thelr-current. -
Aproéramme of'budgetary surveys would encourage the Sub-Commisgion to

“ continue its efforts, e, T - \

# N \ 3
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, Mr.. MAHALANOBIS (India) said that"the Sﬁb—Coﬁmission‘was
: well aware of the&dlfflcultles to whlch attentlon had been drawn by i

i

the’ representatives of Norway and the United Klngdom.“ It would be

:‘ useful to make ‘a dlrect approach to the klnd of - problems that the .

e

. latter had mentloned. T S

"‘ v e RRC ) N N . o . )
- 4o, 1
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§ Lo :' /, ) " , ) 1Y .
Chapter VII: 1950 World Census .of Agrieculture

. [ . ¥
- s ! t

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India)'outlined’ the main points. in '~ -
. e A 2) ot . S
‘Chapﬁer ViI, . ‘ ) |

¢ ~
- - ' N

l -:1 ! N 2 V. ¥
. Mr. CHOMBART de LAUWE (Food and Agrlculture Organlzation)

'said that the Food and Agriculture Organlzation\was very grateful for -

Vo P

‘the work the Sub-Comm1531on had carrled out on the 1950 World Oensus !
. of. Agriculture: He hoped that 1t would study further the problem of
“statistics. of yleld per acre.( The Food and Agrlculture Organizatlon

‘,had not yet completed the study of the methods used in preparing o

1

\estimates of the acreage and production of rlce, but when it had done

#

rso it would supply the Sub»Commission with all relevant documentation.w

*

!
b ’ N oy
.

e ’»Chaptér VIII{ Manpower Statistics. . 4

¢

o Mr, MAHAIANOBIS (India) said that Chapter VIII was a ,

~

continuatlon of the section on manpower statlstlcs in the Report of

-~

t N

the first se881on ,of the Sub—Commlssion The mnln p01nt 1n Chapter

«
- B

VIII was that the value of a "bench-mark" as 2 ‘point of reference for

manpower statlstics mlght provs llmited and that. methods relying on

small success1ve sample surveys were often best, : ,
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LR for its work on msnpowergstatlstics,
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" means of obtainlng such figures.
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Mr. RYABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) Sald

u,

that Chapter VIII 1ike other chapters to a, certain extent ‘was based

H
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on the assumption that there were no\errors in sample surveys, but the

Commission should not forget ‘that it would riot be possible to eliminate

)

[ ‘s \
o

all errors in sample surveys, particularly in. respect of sooiel factors‘

{

-N 1"'1‘\

»
.

Every effort should be made to avoid errors .whieh might invalidate the

ey
N

Lty

L »

surveys.,'.‘,
. . \\1

14 % L »
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Mr. WOODBURY (International Labour Organization) said that

S the‘International Labour Organizatlon was grateful to-the- Sub—Commissioni
“t \

however, the problems which the

o

It was

* S

latter had tackled 1n that conneotion were far from preclse.
§

true‘thatﬁinformatlon for establishing a “benchenark" could be obtalned

3

o~

.f s 4

2 g b

) 1

by taking a census, but what Was most neededvvas a series of figures

-

covering dlfferent periods,}and sampllng provided ‘the most appropriate o
A et -

However, it was not at present -
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. possible to obtain satisfactory informatlon orl manpower in allrcountries

", which

e
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The Internatlonal Iabour Offioe would be grateful “

l

¥

in the same way. .

a~yt
IR uv

,could refer to the Sub-Commission any special sampling problems~

S
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might be raised at Organization meetlngs by 1ndiv1dua1 governments.
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- M, MAHALANOBIS'(India) replied that 1t was pointed ‘odt in

'z 1 i

paragraph158 that "suitability of methods of data collection was

T v

"
[

Uy

dependent on the condltions peculiar to a country" .

-

g

It-WOuld not be

p-'t

appropriate to “draw up a standard plan for adoption by all oountrles. i

”

; Chapter IX: 11950 Censuses o£ Population 2

Mr, MAHALANOBIS (India) pointed out 'that the 1950 Censtises of
{ \‘r i W ® '
Population had been dealt with at much greater length in the report of.

The Sub—Commission's reoomr

-

¥

v ‘

¥

the'first se331on of the Sub—Commiss*on.
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‘their~

T : 4

mendations had 51nce been endorsed bykthe~Population Commission' )

I -
b %

’ epplication would reveal how sound they
. \;’ 1
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were .
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Chapter. X: Programne for the Educatlon and Tralning
\ T ‘ ~of Statlstlclens. ; . y

»

On the proposal of the CHATRMAN, °

" the Commission agreed to defer examination of ‘Chapter %: Progrdmme , |

+

' for the Bducation and Training of Stefisticians, until it cdme to . .

J Yooh - . . : . , ~ L
discugs Item 6(a) of its. Agenda (Report of the Segretary-General on:

Education and Training in Statistics),

\ >

, Chapter XI: Programme of. Future Work of the Sub— -~ . -
Comm1551on. T

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (Indla) drew attentlon to the maln points

‘”of Chapter XI. ] ' ‘ { ' ’

* s

Mr, C/MPION: (United Kingdom) belleved that the - Sub—Commlssion

had done its best to study 1n detall severél exten51ve problems, but 3

fr

it was a very sma 1l body, and he doubted whether it would be able to-
achleve anythlng really uscful by studylng the vast general questlon |
of "statistlcs for planning in economlc development programmes"
(uxb-paragrnph 72’ c)). The Sub—Comm1551on'ought ‘not to give prlorlty
to the study of "statistical quality control" (sub=paragraph 72 d)),
that guéstion had already been urd er con31deratlon by other. bodies for

about ‘fifteen years, . . ’ .
* Did the Sub~Commission intend 'to give further consideration to

4 oK

‘problems which it had already studied.and to'examine thé results of the

{ JF

, applipetion of'its recommendations,‘drndid it intend to study’ new"

pzfoble‘fns‘7 Further, d1d~the Sub~Comm1551on consider that sampling

¥

problems generally should be referred to 1t, and th t:lt should glve
adv;ce on them, or did it feel that it should confine its attention L

to a small number of speeific items? - - ‘ o

v 1
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o | Mr, RYABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republies) said



® 4’“ : ' s 4 i ! r * i vy ™ ' 1 N
} s N ' (.:,‘;’"1 N s’: % - ¢ o ,‘ 4 HM‘.;’QJ rt 3 ot bt L '» 4o
N v e ' ":“ h v J‘f E‘ ”}: oy F ‘ ! N B '3 ' £ v L <
’ L L, s g i 8 Py T, R ’ o 0 s ool ¢ K
e T ro T e e e, \
\ el - e T A AR ' ™ el L A I 4 . :
; B/ON,B/SR,38™ [ o e e T T e T T
coooPAged2 C s v T T S T
n ki 5 t‘ () o+ i‘“ 3 - ‘ s . E i v\ ' -l ’ kK ' . oo o wr‘ o
AR . 5 SRR YT pid : "y ) A YR . boose '
FI o i ' o~ Cu '
W 'hhati« some of the 1tems ment.ioned J.n Chaptér XI were important and L, .
L o o w H e e ey
S \practical,ofor example, the develognent of stanc‘ard temmnology :m c Jh
e T N ’ o
“
b o ﬂsampling‘, “ but thoae mentioned in sub—paragraphs 72.b) ¢), and - d) were~ i
”{;'t At
“less’ impor’oant ~and of a" somewhat theoretical and" long-term nature ; the i
. f’; v TV . o . . L Lot
I Sub—Comm:.ssion should not turn to their study unt:Ll it had dealt withf N
BRI V. ' . . . .
‘b the practical problems oonfronting i‘b. , T ' S
- " - 5 L , ., <, R :
N ! 5 - i
YN ay ’ ‘ - y | ' S ‘
‘ ‘“ . Mr‘ JAHN (Norway) sald that the study of stat-lstics for
. 4 ' ! ¢ o
- 2 ple.nning in economic deVBlopment progre:nmes (sub—-paragraph 72 e)). fomed v
)y _.s( . E I 3 “” . i , -
. '.a vast general problem, only part, of whlch was concerned with sa.mpling
¢ . . k] b 4 i " . ' ¢ ,’ 'H\:
[ Mproper. ¥ ' . £ Ny ; g, "
. i N ) . - - 5 o v o S . v , [ e 'jA
) ' v ‘L - 2T s o K E ¢ k] " 4 1‘“ '
. %y ¢ " "™ : ' e - - ] i
oo ©+ « _ . Procedure. ‘ )* .
l}w‘ ;I £ ) ) _) : ; " + d . + . 1 ‘ \ R r
% - Yo K , ‘% ’
S Mr. CAMPION’(United Klngdom) s Ra.pporteur, sa.:.d that he R
; . : W ok [ v L
mtended to consult Mr. Mahalanobls (India), Chaiman of the Sub- o
. A ' "
Conunlssion, before submitt:mg a: draft of that section of the' Commn.ssion's'f ’
¢ ) « » i * -~ R N
¥ ] * ¢ ‘
o) .report dealing with the report of the Sub-—Comissn.on, But 'y although .

sap L I r .

* o . 1 ¢ 1 at 4 .
T ‘the Commission had not yet. fmlshed examinlng the Sub—Conunission's« report.,,' wl’
M ’ R « !‘ - ‘ ’ j > ' et

[ Y I 3, o . +e
Dy representa’clves mlght like to cons1der before the next meeting whether ’*; .
e te . v ¢ S Oy ' <
i 0 - . . r
\ fthey would approve a. draft resolution containing'r . e e .
T i 4 RN
& N . 1, L ¥ % I P .
+ W i’ . \-
oo (a) a statement that the. Cormm.ssion noted ‘with apprmral the - W
s ~ N N\ A - ‘ﬂ‘
BN Pt ! ; . oy, o
R SR Sub—-Connnlss:.on's report 3 oo . A &
o ey . ' : . Coe
.. . (b) ‘a. recommendatlon that the Secretary-—General take steps A
K . "’ oo v
I L towards promo’oing the more widespread use of sclentifz.c woot
¢ Wy, o . v N B ;
. [ L S ’ In
" S o sampllng methods by governments “and mternational bod:l.es,
3 l\ r s T :’k v" % N " e A
, o rand a. x‘ecommendation,that the Suba-Cmr.rmissionis s’uggesti’ons_‘
Ce wt " ! ¥ Tk lr
.. PECIES \ . o . .t
e . should ‘be brough‘o to the notlce of govermnents*and y ki
- "( e ¥ L e s o
C 0 e ya, international s’catn.stical bodies, and . ¢ /' SRR g
e T 0 E A U R .
RS [ (c) a sen’oence relatlng to the question of providing technical
I3 ot N
B . : b o
- N : s advice on "’cct.,stical sampling to governments whlch might
v U [ i
3 LA o I3 N + . . w! N
- e kd . ¢ e '
c e S seek i’c, B e LY, . S ‘ e ,
N . y . ] . » & r - f n . 3, . .
'5 - L) VR / s "% - ¢ i . 9 s B
j . 3'* ) ) . The meetingf’rose at l 5 p.m. - (“‘.. - b ot
i ) WF ~ A’ : ¢ t - 1 - \ . " ! H
f T " @ wr b
[ . . ¥ , p: - / ¥ » { (
N . e AR ‘ ll e ' " ) b : b ' ’ ) ! ! "
N ’ g st e ! T e v F L4 ot n :‘



