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f·lr. RICE (Unitei States of Americ.s.) called attentinn to ~tem 14 f"~ 

the provis"ionn.l agenda and stated that since the Rules of J?rC\cedure did 

not permit org.1.niu.J.tkns with consultative status in category B tv put 

items on the Co:mmiss:!cn agenda, he -:Yished to introduce the item, 'dth a 

relevant COl'rigendl'm, to the documeGt on behalf of his GoveriiD.lent, He 

also'wished to propose a change in the order of agenda }tams so that 

item 8 would become H.em 3. At the re1uest of Mr. CAMPION (United Kin,zdom) 

it was agreed that item JO Phould be given early consideration. 'I'he '1genda 

was adopted with ttose mcd.1f1cc<ttons. 

Elect~_cn of Officers -·----------
Hr. CAMPinN (United KingdJ/m) favoured tetention of the present nfficers 

of the Comm:tssion to ensure the continuity of ito work. 

Mr. IDENJJURG (Netherll:"mds), while he agreed vith Mr. Campinn that it 

mi.ght be desirable to retain the present officers for another year, dirl not 

wish such action to constitute a precedent. Tie pointed out, fu:-,·therm('re, 

th::-;t the present officers djd not adequately provide a brnad ge0graphic 

representation and expressed. M:m..'3elf in favou:r of the pr lnciple of 

rotat:ion under wMch each. country would shnre responsiM.lity in this work. 

Mr. JAL.TN (Norway) com:nented on the fact. that '1lthoPgh ne[lrby countries 

h"ld ass1sterl in the statistical worlc nf the Secretariat through a temporary 

detail l"f staff members, neve:r·theless this pr:::.ctice should not be 

enc0uraged. The Gecretarht should be. st1~engthened instead. 

Mr. Cl\l.lPION (United Kingdom), seconded byM""'. J.AHN- (Norway) m("lved 

that the present off:icers of the Co:mru.iss:ion shnuld be re-elected for 

another year. 

Election of a Mem1Jer to Serve on the Popule .. tion Com,·,1j ssicn -------··-···--- - -·-~ ---__ ,_._ -·-~ 
Mr. RICE (United States of .1\.mer:ic.:l.) who hed served as the representative 

Jlf the Statistical Corr.mi~:;slon on the Popule.tion Com..m5.swion dm·ing the last 

two sessions presented h:!s reasons for wishing to withd.rm• and nnmineted 

llll'. Mahalannbis for the position. 
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Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India) vras elected unanimously as ·the representative 
of theSt'lt:!st1cal Coiiiii'iTSs:ion Nl thePopUla'.ti,;nCommis:'sion-. ---------

c..;;_.;;...;.____ . --·-- . ..,...._ 

Regional OrganizC:ltions for the ·coordination o:' Statistics (docrl!1ent 
~/ClU/~71. - --------

Mr. RICE (Un:ited States of A-merica) expressed his Government's concern 

over all the' current tendencies tm·rard a breakdnwn of the kind t"lf coordinated 

international statistical activity wh:ch was concejved when thj s Cr\tlllliiss!on 

was established. He did not believe that it was possible to regic,nalize the 

respt'lnsib:llity for developing over-all standards :tn statistics and such a 

tendency tcvrards regionalization seemed to be involved in the prC'p(isal uoder 

consideration and tn the proposal pl::tced upon the agenda for the Ec('r.r,mic 

Commission for Europe. It was the view of his Government that there be one 

central resp0nsibility for cot"''rdinating the separate effnrts relating to 

statistics. The Stat!st:'tcal Commlss:i.on f'lf the United Natif"ns and the 

Statistical Office nf the United nations were conceived to be the appropriate 

agenc:l.ea to fill that central coord lna ting l'('lle. 

Mr. IDENBURG (Netherlands) explained that the proposal em the agand.a 

of the Economic Cow.missj_on for Europe, whtch was meeting in Geneva, was 

intended nn the one hand, to meet the need for reliable comparable statistics 

in the war-ravaged countries nf Europe, and nn the other, to meet the needs 

of the Statiattcal Commtasi.on to im;::>lement its recoimnendatjone by immedit: .. te 

pract:tcal me·~sures, particularly with respect tt"\ indi-vidual European 

countries. Hovrever, he considered the estc;bl~ s!ID'.ent 0f a Eurnpean 

Stat:! stical Committee superfluous becg,use the wm·k could be done Uillier tho 

auspices r-f the Statistical Comm5ss:!on. Mr. Idenb'.n'g emphasizen that the 

Commission cnuld extend its activities to meet existing needs by entering 

into consultati,.,ns with gove:::-r..ment statistical experts in Eurf"lpean countries. 

Frl"lm discuesir;ns and consultations as are now proposed w:lll arise the moat 

valuable suggestions for their Ol\J:J. work and f'1r drafting our programme of 

:f'utu,..e ,.rork. We will n0t ha~e tn depend ('n our own knollledge and experience 

but can take into account the np'ln:tons and experience lif the very competent 

group of workers whv have the responsibility f<"r utjl:i.zing our recommendations 

/in tbe 
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1n the statisticai .. field ..• :,·Ftns.ll.y, thrOtl,Bh"~.uqli.discussions,·the nff1cers . ~ ' . ' ' .. 

of statisticu.l tt_gencie~.wJll mQ:t'e tlla:n they nqw do .. th,.eir r~~ponsi?.~lity 

in the work of the United Nations. They w·ill become more diligent in 

supplying information rec;,uestecl by the Statjstic::tl 6t'f:lce and more eager to 

send their co:ilments and svggestions to the United Nations. ·In v:: ew of this 

explanation, Y.tr. Idenbm:g reqaested the Statistical Cn!l'lll'!ission to cons.ider 

the following :notion: 

"That the Statist:lc£~1 CorniJdscj on recb11Imenii to the Economjc 

and Social Cmmcil: 

That it rGquest the Secret9.r~"-General to encnu-rage and. 

facilitate consultatj.on rur,ri'D.f~ representatives of ·the statistic&l 

agencies of European :r-ft.ember GoYernn:ents tipon statistical quest1ons. 11 

Mr. RTCE (Ur.ited States nf !~&31,fc~) seconded the rnocion. · 

After the representat:ve the Netherlands had'm[._de clear that the 

Comm4.ssinn was nnt prop"lsing to establish a riew f'6rilk"il 0:rganization, 

Mr. 'MAIIALANOlHB (India) expressed Ms ft;ll .support .of· the m0tion ... 

:Mr. , C/"l-1PIOl'1 (UnHed Kinl~clom) pointed out that .the p:rnpoBal to set up 

a Eurnpean Statistinal CciDl:ni.ssion ra~scd the, .broader g_uestion of conflict 

between functionglism and regto!lallsm in the orgenization 0f the .Ur.t:i,ted 

Nations. IIe cssumed that the motion SH.b.J1:1tted by the Nethe.r.lands 

representative 'Wf)Uld not be taken a.e. E'. precedent .in dealing with, other 

regirmal com:tui ss:l.ons and that the ;_•epC>rt would mal:ce cle:1r that :1 t epplied 

("nly tf) Europe. He po::nted m<t.·tlw,t the:..'e are two aspects to this.quest:ion. 

On tl.i.O OP,C na~ld, the ~.1em'ber Governments do not want duplicating rt\lquests for 

statistics not only from the United N;ttlona · fl;nd th,e Specialized. Agencies . 

but also frt"'m the regional Corr.illliss.i.ons. On this p'?in't; the- S't;.ayiatical 1 

Commission must a~sumo the ultimate responsHllity for coorcJ.nation. This 

should be a pl)int.·.of· general pr:lno:lple which we are esto.P.lish:tng. On the 

;ot}fer hand, ve are· saying that the:.re is a special; case here for implement l:1g 

recarmnendaticns ()f the Statistical Col!lmlssion which will gi:,ve tbem realit;r 

and P'\ll'}}0Se lof'king to~ar·d a ·smmder work p!'OgJ:'ail1'11e in future ye11.rs. 

I f<1r • J ATIN 

........................................................................................-
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ivb_·. JAHN (Nflrway) was not in fav')ur of statistical vrorl-:: being done ~"~D 

a regitlm.l basi.s. It vm.s a world question, wh:!ch should not be doalt with· 

by diffe,'ent g3og.L'n.phlcal units. 

Mr. MAHJ'.L:UIOBIS (IncUa) a.::;rsed ¥11th t~1e representative !''f Norway that 

vorld com.par<;.bU.ity· and nve:call stenderdizati0n were a fundarnentsl 
. . 

requirem8nt~ Certain reg:i.onal subsidiary lmplemerrl:ia.t:lon of the global 

star~dnrd. hr'IWever, might need to be eotablished, s:ince some p:..~<:"'blems v;e:-::e of 

speci-al interest to certain c':Juntr:i..es. Ee would not opr)ose the cstnbl~shment 
' ; ' 

of such regJq"'IJil stan.da~·d s, p:.·ovid.ed that t!le:r did not hamper or conflict 

with global or overall ccorC.:i.nct:lon. 

l-IJr. -L:rnU (Chtna) constde1·ed the :idea f'lf commltc:tiotls excellent. He 

could not, hmvever, c•;:mmjt his Gove ... ·nment to eny such suggestion, and hoped 

that fr;r the time being it vrou3.d be confined to Europe. 

The Comm.iss:l.on a.:pproved the Uethec~lands resolution w:l th one dissenting vnte.-----·---------------·----------------··------------------

Mr. Lil::ONAHD (Secretariat) i:rrt'orrted the Cornrn.4.:=os~nn thB.t the Secretary 

of the Economic Comm 1 ss~on for Asia and the F::jr :E st had asked if h~ might ·, 

have the informal views of the Statistical Commission on a p:1per t!Z' be 

:presented at the next meeting of ECAFE. 

'l'he paper, whlch d.ealt w:lth.th8 gpneral statistical worlc of ECAFE, 

w·ould be circulated, and the comments of the Statistical Co:mrnisslor. would be 

referred to ECAFE. 

The CHAinlliLI\N propoBed that, as tho Commrssion had not yet l].ad an 

opportunity to stul,y the pt;,per, lt should be dL::cussed at a later meeting. 

l>:ir. RICE (United States l"lf America) agreed. vith the Uni.ted Kingdom 

representative that the item under cnnsideration W'tS the brClad question of 

regional organizatil"'ns, of which Europe was nnly one example. The ECtJ.FE 

papel" wns nnothe:::' facet of th,G SLime quest:i.on, and in his opinion the whole 

item should be discussed again.at a later meeting. He s:'1ared the o:pin5\'n 

,..f the Norwegian representati-ve that the respnnsjbilit;v for coordlnatio:::l was 

more a ma.tter fo"· the Secret:.1.riat than for the ·Co:mm1ss:lon. 

/Coord 1 na:_!:1.?e: 
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_in 1~29 . ...:. 

The CRAIDr.IAN invited comments on doc'liDlent E/Cll1.3/~8. 

VJr. MIUII\Lf.NOBIS (India) drm,r attention to parngraph 15, which was 

related to certain recomn.endations of the St~b~Commission on .Statistical 

Sdmpline. He sucgested. therefore, that it might be better to dee,l with 

that matter when the report of the Sub-Commission, which ficurod later on 

the agenda, 1-ras under consideration. 

(b) Report on ,t.he work of the Committee on the 1950 Census of the 

~~i~. EjCN. 3/48 

The CHAIRM.(\.N :tntroducecl .Mr. Dedrick, the Chairman of the Comru.i ttee on 

the 1950 Census of the Americas. 

Mr. DEDRICK (Chairman of the Corn.mittee on the 1950 Census of the 

Americas), after circulating copies of the resolutions passed by the 

Committee, proceeded to g:f.ve a brief sketch of the organizational backcround 

of tho Committee. 

The Committee had been created by the Inter-American Statistical 

Institute in 1946, in accordance with a resolution passed by the First 

Inter-American nemographical Congress in 1943 recommendinc that the Institute 

should undertake the coordination of the progratniile for the provision of 

Pf'PUlation censuses for the American nations in or around the yeor 1950. 

The first session of the Committee, at which all twenty-two American 

nations had been represented, had taken plnce a week in advance of the 

World Statistical Congress in September 1947. It had been realized during the 

cot:rse of the session that without further studies of national need.s, it 

would be impr.-ssible·toestablish a complete Inter-American statistJ.cal 

programme of population censuses. A coordinating Board had therefore been 

created to perfm'm certain studios and report to later meetings of the 

Corr~ittee, It was hoped that the Coordinating Board would meet again in June, 

and the Coilllllittee would meet for the second timo in October 0r No-v-ember. 

/'v!i th regard 
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W:ith regard to agricultural censuses, an Agricultural Census 

Sub-COY.'llli ttee had been established. Staff members nf the FAO had 

participated in the work of the Sub~Committee with regard to the taking 

of an asricultural census in 1950. 

Mr. Dedrick drew attentil"fn to resolution. N'<'l. 2 on the minimum· 

Inter·J\mer:ican population census progrmllli1e. That resolution did not 

provide a def'ini te or exact procedure, but contained ten items in addi ti;ln 

to the usu2l questions of name and address. Other items whic~ had been 

considered for inclusion, but upon which the Committee had taken no 

definite decisi~n, were also listed in the resolution. 

Each step in the programme would require the consent of all the 

countries concerned. The Comm.:t·ttee had taken the view that the 1950 census 

\vould not be a truly international census unless the twenty·-two national 

censuses were successful. There was much work to be done, uut the Committee 

would move forward by means of research, technical studies, and clearance 

back to each country. It was hoped that when the Committee held its next 

session, 1t would be able to reach general definitions for the Inter-Americar. 

Census. 

Eac~ of the twenty-two American countries would take a census sometime 

between ."uly 1949 and July 1951; in the case of Ecuador, Paraguay ar:.d Haiti, 

it would be the first time a full census had been talten. 

In conclus~:on, Mr. Dedr.ick expressed the willingness of h1s C"'mmi ttee 

to phce any of its documents at the disposal of the Statistical Cf'Iliiilission 

<~nd tn g:ive any assistance the CommJsslon might desire. 

Mr. IDENBuRG (Netherlands} asked Mr. Dedrick if he could give the · 

Cf"\JlJlll:lasi!"n any information vi th regard to the cf'ordination of programmes 

and definitions used for the American census, with th0se ;;f 'Jther censuses. 

Further, he wished to :point \"'Ut that when he had been :tn Curaqao 

recently, responsible officials had not appeared to kllow anything about 

the prc-,gramme . 

Mr. DEDIUCK (Chairman. of the Comni:ittee on the '1950 Census of the 

Pmericns} repl:ted, in regard to the first point, that officers of the 

. , , /Committee 
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Committee had been in clnse touch with United Nations f}ec,retariat. There 

had been no final decision with.regard tn definitiC'ns,.EJ.s . .that matt-~r wculd 

have to be worked out over a ·period o,f time with the agreement cf each 

cnuntry. It was considered premature ·tr take t("O rigid a s·~and at the 

present moment. 

It was true that the Caribbean Commissinn was n("t yet adequately 

informed with regard to the pr0gramme; that situation would, however, be 

rectified within the next few days. 

Mr. JJIHN (Norway) stated that the Inter-American Statistical Institute 

was to be congrat~lated on having been able to induce all the American 

countries to take a censu~. · 

He did nnt intend t0 comment on the items iisted for the minimum 

programme, beyond the fact: that h~ considered. it very courageous to i:.1clude 

the item of inc0me from wages and salaries. 

Mr.· MilHALANOBIS (India) congratulated Mr. :Pedrick 0n the WC'rk of' the 

Commtttee which represented a big step forward, 

With regard to the technical side of the wc;>rk, he drew attenti('n tc the 

recommend::~.tlnns of the Sub-Cmnrnission 0n Statistlcal Sampling ccn~ained in 

document F/CN.3/37, with particular reference to th0se in paragraphs 14, 26, 

43, 45 an~ 46, It was important that those recamrnendations shoul~ be taken 

into consideration. 

Parac~aph IV of resolution No. 2 of the Committee on the 1950 Census 

of the Americas stated that it wnuld be·desirable to '0btain figures for the 

total de factn pnpulati0n. In that connection, he vTished to ·point out that 

India had experimented in seven censuses with the de facto pri;nciple, and 

had reached the conclusion that it was not feasible, at least under I~.d~an 

conditions. ,. 

The GIIAIRMAN declared that it was not· oiily 4 quest'icn 0f Ind,f.an : i 
., . 

conditions; Canada, tno, had found it could not use the de fact~ principle. 

Mr. RX,CE (United States of America) asked Mr. Dedrick whether the 

Committee nn the 1950 Census of the Americas had taken steps tc- adjust its 

minjmurn proposals to those contained in dccurnent E/CN.3/W.9. 
/Mr. MAHALANODIS 
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1·1r. MAHALANOBIS (India) observed that the minimum list could be 

interpreted in two different t-mys: either every indlvidual would be 

required to give information ac(";ordfrig to the list, or certa:tn items on 

the list could be estimated nn the basis of sampling. 

The CHAffil-'Il\.N said that the points raised by the representatives of 

tho United States and India could be ans•rered when the item came up for 

general discussion. 

The meeting rose at 12:50 p.m. 




