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Adnptlen of the Amenda (Document 7/CN.3/39)

Mr. RICE (Unitel States of America) called attentiom to ftem 14 a*
the provisional agends and stated that since the Rules of Procedure did
not permit organizatirns with consultative status in category B to pub
items on the Commission agenda, he wished to inﬁroduce the item, with a
relevant corrigenirm, to the document on behéif of his Government. He
aleo wished to propgse a change in the order of ggenda items so that
item 8 would become item:é;‘lﬁt the rejuest of Mr.‘ééMPION (United Xinzdom)
it was agreed that item 10 shonld be given early consideration. The =genda

was adopted with those mcdifications.

Blecticn of Officers

Mr. CAMPTAN (United ¥Kingiom) favoured retention of tie present nfficers
of the Commission to ensure the continuity of itskworkﬂ' .

Mr. IDENBURG (Netherlands), #hile he agreéd wilth Mr. Campinn that it
might be desireble to retain the present officefs‘for,another yoar, d1d not
wigh such action to constitute a precedent. Ie pointed éut, furthermere,
that the present officers did not adequatsly provide a bread gengraphic
representation and expresssed. himself in favour of the principle of
rotatigﬁ under which each,countfy would share responsibilityAin this work.

Mr. JAHEN (Nofway) cémmented on ths fact that although ne2rby countries
had assisted in the statistical'workfnf the Secrétdriat'through a temporary
detall of staff:ﬁ@mbers, ﬁévertheless this practice should not be
encouraged. The Decretarint shou}d belstrengthened instedd./

Mr, cm?ftom (Uﬁité& Kingdom), seconded by M-, ‘?JAH‘I@~(Norway) mrved
that the present officers of the Comuission shruld be re-elected for
another year. | |

The motion was adopted umanimously.

Election of a Member to Ssrve on the Popul:tion Comajssicn

Mr. KICE (United Stutes of America) whc had served as the representative
nf the Statistical Commission on ths Populstion Commission during the last
two sessions presgented his reasons for wishing to withdraw and nrmineted

Mr. Mahalanmbls for the position.
/Mr. MAHALAFOBIS

IR,
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Mr, MAHALANOBIS (India) was elected unanimously as_the representative
of the Statistical Commission en the Populatien Commission.

Reglonal Organizotions for the Coordination of Statistice (document

E/C.3/%7).

Mr. RICE (United States of America) expressed his Government's concern

over all the current tendencles toward a btrezkdown of the kind af coordinated
international stotiestlical activity which was conceived when this Crmmission
was established. He did not believe that 1t ﬁas possibls to regicnallze the
reaprnsibility for developing over-all standards 4in Btatlistics and such a
tendency tcwards regionalization seemed to be involved in the propnsal urder
congideration and 1n the proposal placed vpon the agenda for the Ecenrmlc
Commission for Eurdpe. It was the view of his Govermmesnt that there be one
central respmmsibility for conrdinating the separate effrris relatling to
statistics. The Statistical Commission ~f the United Natiens and the
Statistical Office nf the United Hatlions were conceived to be the appropriate
agencles to fill that central coordinating rele.

Mr. IDENBURG (Netherlands) explained that the propésal on the agenda
of the Econémic Commlssion for Furope, which was mesting in Geneva, was
Intended nn the oné hand, to meét the need for reliable comparable statistics
in the war-ravaged countries nf Furope, and mrn the other, to ﬁeet tﬁe needs
of the Statisticalwcdmmission to imnlement its recommeﬁdations by Iimmediste
practical meusures, particularlﬁ witﬁ respect tn individual ﬁuropean
comtries. Hﬁwever, he considered the estoblishment of a Eﬁrepean
Statistical Committee guperfluocus because>the work could bte dome urder the
auspices nf the Statistlcal Commission. Mr. Idenburg emphasized that the
Commission cnuld extend its activities to meet existing needs by entering
Into consultatimns with govermment statistical expérts in Eurnpean countries,
Frrm discussirns and conSulﬁations as are novw propésed will arise the most
valuzble suggéstjons for their cun work‘aﬁd frr drafting our progremme of
fufure work, VWe will nnt have tn depend'on ocur own knowledge and experience
but can takebinto account the mpinions and exﬁe?iencé rnf" the very competsnt
group of workers th‘have the responsibility fer utilizing our reccmmendations

/in the
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1n the‘staﬁisticai;fielél ~F§h§ii§,fﬁhfdﬁéh‘sﬁbﬁidiséussiéhs}'fheJnffjcsrs
of oﬁdﬁiSuiCul zgencies will. feel mors than they now. ao th“lr responeikllity
in ths work of the United Wations. They will become moie djllgent Ln
supplyzng 1nformatzon reauested by the Stﬂt:st¢c31 Oillce and mare eager Lo
send their cammcnts and sugbes»lons to the United Nations. In view of this
explanatﬂon, NL. Idenbu g'“eq1esusd th° Sbatlstical Cormission to consider
the following not1on* |

"That tha tatistxcul Comuission recoumend to the Fconomic
and Social Covncil:

Thét it reguest fﬁe Secretarf~Géneral to ehcmu?ége and”
facilitate consultatibﬁ‘amﬁhg'repfeeenﬁatiVGsfof'the statistical
agencies of Furopean Member Governments tpon statistical questions.”
M-, RICE (United States nf ‘mérica) seconded the mobion.

After the representative of the Netherlands had mede ¢lear that the

Comm®ssirn was not propnsing to estazblish a new férmal organization,

Mr. MAHALANOBTS (India) expressed his full support of the mntion.

Mr. CAMPION /United Eingdom) pointed out that the prmpo&al to ast up.
a Burnpean Statistical Commissien raised theg broader question of conflict
betwéen functicnaliém'and regicnallsm in the orgenization of the‘Ug;ted
Netlions., He cssumed that the motlon subaitted by the Netherlands . . -
representative would not be taken ae. a precedent in dealing with other
reglonal comaissions and that the veport would umeke clear that it epplied
enly to Burope. He polmted out.thut there are two aspects to this guestion.
On-tlo - ong haa@,fthe Member Govermments do not want duplicating requesss for
statlistice not only from the Unilted N:tions and the Specizlized. Agencles
. but ‘also from the regional Commissions. On this pnint; the.Statistical
Commission mnst agsume the: ultimate responsibility for coordination. This
should be a pnint.-of general principle which we are establishing. On the
other hand, we are saying that there is a special ecase here Tor implementing
recomeendaticns -’ the Statistical Commission which will give them reality
and purgcsa locking toward a-snunder work programme in future years. ..

[¥r. JAEN
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Mr. JAHN (Nrrway) was not in favrur of statistical work being dene on
a reglonal basis. Tt was a world question, which should not be doal£ §itﬁ‘
by diffecent geographical units. |

My, VAHALATIOBIS (India) sgrsed with the reprecsntative of No:way that
wvorld comparability'aﬁd nversll standerdization were 2 fuﬁdémontal‘ |
requirtmént. Cerbain regional subsidiary implementation of the global
stardard hewever, might need to be established, since some p?cbl@ms‘wé?e of
speciél‘intsrest to ceritaln countiies, He would not dppose the establishmént
of such reglonal standards, provided that thay'aid\not hamper or confilct
with global or overall ccordinstion.

Mr, LIEU’(Chinay considered the 1dez af consultstions excellent. He
could not, however, commit his Government to any such suggestion, and hoped
that Trr the time belng it would be confined to Turope.

The Commission approved the Netherlande resoluticn with cne diesenting
vate.

Mr. EEONARD.(Seqret&riat) informed the Commlssien that the Secretary
of the Lconomlc Commfss*qn for Asla and the Fer I st had asked if he might
have the informal views of the Statilstical Cormmission on a pﬁper t¢ be
presented at the neit meeting of ECAFE,

The paper, which dealt‘with;the goneral statistleal work of ECAFE,
would be circulated, and the comments of the Statistical Commissicr would be
referred to ECAFE.

The CHATRMAN proposed that, as the Comm’ssion had not yet had en
opportunity to study the pap r, it should be discussed at a‘later«méeting.

Mr. RIGEA(Uhit@d $ﬁates nf America) agreed with the United Kingdom
repregentative that the 1tem under crnsideration was the broad question of
reglonal organizatinns{ of which Furcpe was rnly cne eXample. Thae ECAFR
paper wos another facet’of the sume guestion, and in his opinion the whole
ltem should be discussed again at a later meeting. He shared the opinien
~t the quwegian represenbative that the resprnsibility for coordination was
more a matter for the Sec?etariat than -for the Commissicon.

/Cocrdination
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Csordination of Plang for 1950 Censuses of Population and Agriculture.

(a) DNatlional and international ectivities for population censuses

© in1950. B

fhe CRAIRMAN invited comments on document E/CN.3/L8.

Mr. MABALANQBIé (India) drew attentlon to parecgraph 15, which was
related to certain recommepdations of the Sub-Commission on Statistical
Saﬁpliﬁg. He suggested, therefore, that it might be better to desl wlth
that matter when the report of the Sub-Commission, which fipgured later on

the agenda, was under conaslderation.

(v) Report on the work of the Committee on the 1950 Census of tkLs
Americns. ¥/0N.3/48

The CHAIRMAN intrcduoéd Mr. Dedrick, the Chairman of the Committee on
the 1950 Censvus of“the‘Americas.

Mr., DEDRICK (Chairman of the Comuittee on the 1950 Census of the
Americas), after circulating coples of the fesolutions paséed by the
Commlittee, proceeded to give a brief sketch of the organizatlonal background
of the Commlttee,

The Committee had been created by the Inter-American Statistical“
Institute 1in 19h6, in accbrdanse with a resclution passed By the First
Inter-American Demographical Congress in 1943 recommending that the Institute ‘
should undertake the coordination of the programme for the prbvision of
population censuses for the American natlone in or around the year 1§50.

The flirst session of the Committee, at which all twenty~-two American
nations had bsen represénted, had taken place a week in advange éf the
World Statistical Congress in September lQh?. It had been realized during thé
covrse of the session that without Turther studies of national'needs, it
would be imp@ssible'to‘establiahna‘éompiete Inter-Americaﬁ staﬁistical |
programme of population censuses. A coorainafing Béard had ﬁherefore beén
created to perfrrm certaln sﬁu&ies and'réﬁort tb lagér meetings of the
Committee. It was hoped that the Coordinating Board would meét again inkJune,

and the Committee would meet for the second time in October or November.

/With regard
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With regard to agrlcultural censuses, an Agrlcultural Censcus
Sub~Cormittee had been establzshed otaff members af the FAO had
narticl pated in the work of the Sub~Committ°e W1th regard to tha ‘taking
of an agr;cultural consug in 1950 ‘ . -

Mr. Dedrick drew attentisn to fesolutiQnVNn.uE on the minimﬁm’
Inter-American population census programne, That resolution did not
provide a definlte or exact procedure, but contained ten items in addition
to the usuﬁl questions of name and addrese. Othe” 1tems which had been
considered for incluslon, but upon which the Committee had taken no |
definite decisi@n, were also listed in the resolution. |

Eéch‘step;in the programme would require the consent of all the
countries concerned. The Committee had %aken the view that the 1950 cenéus
would not be a truly internationzl census unless‘the twentywtwo national
censuses were successful., There was much work to be dbne; but the Committee
would move forward by means of research, technicallstudieé, and clearance
back to each country. It was hoped that when the Commibbee held its next
segslon, It would be able to reach general definitions for the Inter-Americar
Ceﬁsﬁs. |

Each of‘the twenﬁv-two Ameriéan couﬂfriéé would;take a censﬁs sbmetime
\ between July 1949 and July 1951 in the case of Ecuador, Paraguay ard Haitl,
it would be the first time a full census had been taﬁen. |

In conclusion, Mr, Dedrick expressed the willingness of his Crmmittee
to place any of its documents at the disposal of the Statistical Crmmission
and tn give any assistonce the Commjssiéh might'deéire. | |

M-. TDENBURG (Netherlands) asked Mr, Dedrick if he could give the
Crrmissien any information with regard to the crordination of programmes
and definitions used for the American census, with those Hf other censuses.

Further, he wished to point eut that when he had been in Curagan
recently, responsible officials had not éﬁpéafgdfto know anything abbut
the pregramme, '

Mr, DEDRICK (Chairman of the Committee on the 1950 Census of the

fmericas) replied, in regard to the flrat po;nt that officers of the
' /Committee
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Conmitteo hada‘been”in clnse touch with United Nations ‘sécz;éfariaﬁ.w There

had been no final decision with regard tn definiticns, a8, that mﬂtter wculd
have to be worked out over a period of time With the. agreement cf each ’
chruntry., It was cons1dered premature -te take teo rigid‘a_stand‘at they
present noment . | .

It’was.true that the Caribbean Commi531on was net yet adequately
informed with regard to the programme ; tnat 51tuation would however, be
rectified within the n°xt few days . ' | » “

.Mr; JAEN (Norway) stated that the Tnber-American Statistical Institute
was to be corgratulated on having been able to induce all the American
countries‘to take a census.- |
| He did not intend to comnent on the 1tems listed for the minimum

‘programme; beyond the fact: that he considered it very courageous to‘include
vthe 1tem of income from wages and salaries o o

Mr NDHALANOBIS (India) congratulated Mr, Pedrick on the wcrk oF the
Committee which represented a big step forward ‘

Wlth regard to the technioal 51de of the Work he drew attention to the
recommenuﬂtjnns of the Sub Comm1551on on Statlstical Sampling ccntained in
document E/CN.3/3?, with particular reference to these in paragraphs lh 26,
43, L5 and.h6. It was important that those recommendatlons should be taken
into consideration. | | | |

Paracraph IV of resolution No. 2 of the‘Committee on ths 1950 Census
of the Americas stated that 1t would beidesirable’to'obtain figures for:the
total de factn pnpulatinn 'In that connection he’wishedvtohpoint out that
India had experimented in seven censuses with the de facto principle, and
had reached the conclusion that 1t was not feasible,‘at least under Irdian
condition» ! ' ". f‘ wl . '

The CHAIRMAN declared that it Was not anly questicn cf Indian
conditions, Canada too, had found it could not use the de factc principle.

Mr, RICE (United States of America) asked Mr. Tedrick whether the
Committee nn the 1950 Census of the Americas had taken steps tc adJust its

minimum proposals to those contalned in dccument E/CN 3/W 9.
/Mr. MAHALANOBIS

S AR |
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Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India) observed that thé ninimum list could be
Interpreted in two different ways: elther every individual would be
required to give information accordirg to the list, or certain items on
the list could be estimated on the basls of sampling.

The CHAIRMAN said that the polnts reised by the representatives of
the United States and India could be anawered when the ltem came up for

general discussion.

The meeting rose at 12:50 p.m.

- - -






