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REL:.TIOrs . .TrH Af.:"D CO- ORDIN;SIO!·l OF SP~CI::LIZED .. GENCI~ (item 43 -:> f the 
e.genda) (2/1670 , E/1682 , E/168.3 , t i l 683/.'.dd.l, i!:/1684, E/ 1685, S/1734, 
:-.:/1741, :./174.3, S/.~C .24/L.l, S/.'.C . 24/L. 7, Ej :,C .24/L.8, S/:.C . 24/L. 9, 
ST / :.FS/ SGB/78/Rev .1, and ST j. ,Fsj: .• l / 41/Rev .1) (continued) 

l1r, URCll)H;·.R~ (Secretary t ,) the Cornr.dtt ee) called attention t o two 

corrections wh ich needed t -:> be rnnde t o document E/AC .24/L.9. In the l ast 

line of pap e. 3, the wor d "between" should be inserted between the words 

"meet " n.n:i "the" , and in line 4 of paragr aph 7 on 'page 4 th e word 

"secretari es " should be r epl a c ed by "secr etariat s" . 

~~ . ROSru~\N (United States of Aoeriea) wished t 0 add that in 

the firs t line of paragr aph 2 of the sane doeunent, the wor d "Sccretariat 11 

should be inserted between the wor ds 11 inter-apeney11 and "consultation" , 

and that in t he sub-title of document r.:./ :.c .24/L. 8 the w::>rd uresolution11 

sh ould be r epl aced by the word "sup:pestion11 • 

The CH :..IRlLN observed that in 1oeunent E/I.C .24/L.8 the words 

"The Gener al :.ssE!!!lbly11 should be r eplac ed by the words 11 Th e Economic and 

Soci<'.l Council" . 

1·~ , CUMES ( ;,ustralia) recalled that at the l ast 1!1.3eti111.' of the 

Committee th o ;\ustralian dele~ation had made a suggesti'::ln about the 

establi s hQent of priorities. No nenti::>n of that appear ed in doc~tent 

Z/.i.C, 24/L. 9 , a lthough the views of t.lembers of the Comrdttee an:i of the 

Secret ariat had been a sked t or. Did the Secretariat think that the 

.'1ust r alian suggestion was sufficiently covered by the sil:lllar suggestion 

of the United States delegation? 

r~ . URQUH.~T (Seeretary to the Co~tt~e) expl~ined that as the 

r ern.arks ::.. f' the :.ustralian del egation had been fo:nnulated in very general 

t e~ts , i t h2:i n~t been thought that the, were intended ~s a specific 

s uggostion . 
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The CHAIRH/JJ reminded t.hc Comr.dttcc thAt h a had said a.t th E> lust 

meetinr th" t ther e would soon b~ !!. s t:lcond workinp paper nvailnble , whi'ch would 

include th..: surr.estions of reprcecntativt:s 'Who had not y et spoken . It w<2s 

understood that the r epres entative of Pakistan ha d n suf.restion to make 

simila r to th!J t of the r epresent <'.tive of ~.ustrali.:~ , and both suf.gestions 

could be included in the s econd paper. 

He then invited the r epresentative of the World Health Organization 

to answer certain questions raised at previous meetings . 

Dr. FORREST (\'/orld Health Organization) sa id th<>.t he would confine 

himself to answering questions which had been r a ised through misunderstanding . 

With r egard t o th e participation of \~0 in the literacy campaign in South 

America , the material used in the campn~_gn had included documents on healt h 

mutters. The agreement between \1HO and the Unit ed Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNBSCO ) provided for \'MO t o r ive 

assistance in an advisory ·:apacity wher e quf:stions of health f ell withi n 

th -: competence of UN"iSCO. In China, in connection with the UNESCO cc:unpaign 

against trachoma, the assi~tance ~iven had taken th0 form of advice on the 

preparation of a film strip called "The Healthy Village" . 

With r epard to the quE :tion of reciprocal r epresentation, \·JHO had 

decided very early in its d Nelopment that it was desirable that ]_t should b e: 

r epresented at all confer en<es on matters within its compet ence, either by . 
manbars of the Organization :~ts.Jlf 1 or by members of other orgnnhations. 

To arranpe such r eciprocal r 0presenta tion was not so easy as it s~unded , 

since it r equir ed the ar.rcen~nt of both pertie~ 1 bu~ the practice was growing 

and it wc s intended thd i;t s ',C'l',, -: uc devel oped sti:ll further. 

:, s . to the rerc:.. ~cntation of \~1!0 a nd UNESCO at the Annual Sessi on of the 

Economic Commission for ;,sia <md the Far East ( ECfiF'E ) , that Comnission 

~rried out functions in the f~cld of transport , both of oaterial and of 

personnel , cl osely inter-rels:··'-':d with the activities of 1•JHO in tho pr e;vcntion 

of the spread of diseasera F wt.her mor0, a s a r esult of \..,.'H0 1 s int ervention, 
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EC~FE hnd adopt~d at that session an important r es olution r elatinp to 

tha t probl c:mo 

Mr . HJ..LSTE,'.D (Cen~d"l) , in addition t o some peneral rc:marks, 

wished t o m~ke a number of sp~cific suagestions . He wished first to 

connatulat!: t~1c Secretariat on the documentation W'lich it had produced, 

pD.rticul ar l / 'lccmnent ,;;fl683 on the concentration of e ffort and r esources, 

which ·.v:; :.: r~ v: ~·y lu~ id an1 vc.luable contribution t o the work of the 

The Secr~tariat mi p·ht wel l adopt its own su.r.eesti on 

ccncG:rnin · t ho su..'!u:Jinp up of t h e chief contents of the r eport i n the 

intr-::>rl'.H~t.ion . In tha t connection, the document might well serve a s a 

fr<:.me'!tr:,rt: fr; r the resolutions which the Committee would eventually draw up. 

To f~cili.t.:1 t e the !'r oupinp of r epres entatives' S\JP.gesti ons, the practical 

suggestions '.;f th ~:: St:cr otariat contained in the doc\ll'lent c ould be 

iteuisud unde r ~o.in hOadings , and t ho Committ ee ! s own r eport might then 

t £tke t he f :.>rm of th~ r e- er ouping of those headings along with its own 

suggestions. 

':lith r (!gar d t o. t he r,ener al question of the concentration ot: t he 

effor ts of t he Ur.it 0d Nati ons and t ho specializ~d agencies , it was generally 

r t!COI!nized th;: t the t nsk of co - orrtinl'l.t ion h:t:i nflw f11>!'t!'IP.rl f rf'll11 t.h (~ l"'Ag~.+.iv~ 

stllr.:: o.f prevcnt inr t he over l appinp. of func t i ons t o the positive etage 

of t h u promotion of advanced consultation on proP,r arnmes of work - what nipht 

in oth er words be called t he co-ordination of initiatives . As c ertain 

repres ~ntativcs had said , it was above all governmental co-ordination that 

was needed f o r th~ achiev~ent of that obj ective , but he felt t hat mor e 

could still be done t o co-ordinat e t he initiati ves of various a~encies 

bef0r e i nvestications and proj ects wer e l aunched, The problem of the 

co-or dination of initiatives especially conc erned the regional commissions 

in t h eir r elation to the va rious specialized ar,encies ~ Perhaps it 

would be hnpossible f or the Conunittee to deal adequat ely with that particular 

question of t he r epi onal commiss i ons at the pres ent s ession, but it would 

certainly need ver-y car eful study in the near future . 
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The Canadian del eJ!ation f elt that the co-ordination of initi<1tivt>s 

might well ba achicv~;Jd throueh th..:: :.dministrative Committee on Co-ordination 

(ACC) and hc.d therefore drafted a. Sllt"!£TDstion on those lines fo r the 

Co-ordination Co~ittce 1 s consider~tion. In any case wher e a pr oject 

fell within the compet ence of two or mor e afcncies, consultation might 

t ake place throu~h an ad hoc planning group of the ACC. To ~kc such 

prior consult ation possible, it would be necessary that the deadline f or 

the submission of new proj ects, surpestcd by th~ United Kin~dom reprcsent~tivc 

be strictly adher ed to . The lllr\Chinery for consultation l-'rould be S:)mewhat 

as follows. If some proposition which clearly concerned another 

sp~cialized agency wer e placed b0for e n sp~ci~lizvd ~~ency or a re~ional 

commission, it would be the responsibility of t he executive head of that 

agency or commission t o brinp the proposition t o th~ attention of the ~CC; 

an ad hoc plannin~ group could then be s et up t o det ermine h0w avai l able 

resources could best be applied to the object in view. The co-operation 

of other a~encies could be called on as thouPht fit. The r ecommendations 

of the plannin~ ~roup would then be placed baf or c the conpet ent assenoly 

of the or J!anization concerned, t o;cther with th ~ ori~inal proposition. 

Th (;l draft resolution of the Cu.nadian delo.!7ation r ead as follows : 

11 The Economic and Social Council 

11 Notir,g the General f~ ssembly r esolution on proliferation 310 (IV), 

"Expresses its conviction that th€ co-ordination of the projects 

of tho United Nations and the specinlized n.r'encies at the point of 

their initiation is essential t o the effective concentration of 

effort and available r esources advocated in the above~entioned 

r esolution; 

11 Requests the Sccretary-G<meral , throurh t h f~ :".dministrati ve 

Committee on Co-ordination, t o enlist the co-operation of the 

.executive heads of the specializeq apcncies ; (a ) in discussinr , 
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prior t o thdr adopt i on by the c ompetent cQmmi::>siout~ , co\Ulclls 

and assemblies of t he United Nations and th3 specialized apencies, 

thos e ~spects of proj ected surveys, progr ammes and c~nfercnce~ 

which concern mor e t han one of these or~ans; (b) in ensuring 

th~t the r esults of t his c~nsultati~n be before the compet ent 

0r~ans of th~ Uni t ed Nations and the specialized a r.encies when 

th ey consider such project s ; (c) in ensur inr, in or der to 

facilit~::~. t .::: such prir)r consultation ;)n· pro17rammes , that a deadline for 

the submi~.:;i •?n of new pro j ects t o th e compet ent or l(ans o f the Uni ted 

Nations ard the sp,, cinli zed a,(>'encies be set an adequate period of 

time be for e t he m<:;etinr-- of these or gans ." 
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That draft resoluti~n, though by no means in final form, might serve as a 

working paper on the problem, only one aspect of which was dealt with in the 

draft suggestions submitted by the United States and Brazilian delegations in 

docurent E/AC. 24/L. 8 . The r epr esentatives of those countries would no doubt 

present their views on the matter, but the Canadian delegation f elt that the 

calling of conferences was only one aspect of the general problem of 

co- ordinating initiatives . 

Finally, on the long- standing problem of priorities, perhaps all the 

a bstract discussions of the Con~ittee had served rather to cloud the issue than 

to clarify it. The awarding of first prioriti es , high prioriti es, top 

priorities and so forth had t ended t o debase the currency of priorities . What 

was needed was a permanent yard-stick for measuring claims to priorities . A 

concise list of criteria for the .awarding of priorities would be extremely 

useful, not so much to the Secretariat, as to the competent bodies of the United 

Nations in the consideration of proposals for inclusion in work programmes . 

Such a list of criteria need not be rigid , but would be a useful gui de. The 

Canadian delegation had ther efore drawn up a list of four crit eria , which were : 

first, the immediacy of the need for international action in the field in 

question ; secondly, the possibility of achieving constructive r esults in a 

reasonably short time; thirqly, the degree of probability that such r esults 

could be achieved bett er by international than by national action; and , 

fourthly, the possible contribution of the launching of a project t o the 

realization of the projects of other bodies and the possibility of tying it 

up with their programmes of work. 

Mr. TSAO (China) wished to thank the r epresentative of France for 

the interest he had shown in t he wor k of WHO in China, and also to thank the 

repr esentative of vlliO f or ~~s explanations, as a supplement to which the 

Commit t ee might be interested to l earn that at its last meeting the Executive 

Board of the United Nations International Children ' s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

had approved a plan for a BCG vaccinat ion campaign i n the tuberculosis fi eld 

to be carried out jointly by UNICZF and WHO in Formosa . 
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He wished now t o raise one p01nt concerning th t:! report of the Administrative 

Cel!Ud ttoe on Co- ordination (B/1682) , f or which he had asked f or the floor at the 

previous meeting. On pagt:! 2 of th~ r eport was a stat ement in the name of t he 

rr.ernb ,'> rs of t ho ACC on the "pre sent int t:!rnational situation 11 • That statement 

!Tll2ntioned "s e rious conf licts of policy among the Great Power s" a nd also the 

principl e of "true universality" in membership of the United Nations and the 

specializ~d agencies . 

In the opinion of the Chinese dGlegation , that statement was irrelevant to 

the wor k of t he Council . It was a manifestation of t he Secr etary-·General' s 

p~rsonal poiitical illusi on, and not a constructive suggestion fo r the co­

ordi.nat:i..on oi activitie s i n the e conol'llic and social fields . 

'r;.. • 1,_r.::r:1:-.~10nP.l LE!hour Or ganisation; t he Fo()fi Rnd Agriculture Organization 

~n,l :-h '.~ :, r.i·~ :;J .\t: ;::i ems ~ducaUonal, Sci<mtific and Cu.Ltural Organization al l had 

iz:tJ.JOrL-. n t a cp·~ :-v<3,:·:.:::nts to their credit i n t hei r- r esrJ·: ctivc !'idlds , but the Union 

of Sovht Soci.'llist H :publics had never be~n a member of any one of them. If 

t he lC\ck of S-:w iC't Union rec:1bership had not prov"<ild a jisast: r i n the past, why 

s hot!ld "..t b...: ~ di~ast.er at pr~sent? The Chinese delegation ther efore r egretted 

th-3 inclusion ':!!.' so irrel evant and r.1isleading a stat ement i n tha report, and , 

tha~ sta t. e:1:1m1t ]Jass without comment·. 

· He f ormal ly r equested that his stat ement in that connection be i ncluded in 

the Comrni t t. ee 1 s report to t he Council. 

The CHAIRJ•JAN pointed out that t he r emar ks to which t ne Chinese 

r c.pr -.: s :mi· ·tivc took objection had r ef erred to the international si tuation which 

had exist·:.:d in thE-:: fir s t f ew days of Hay 1950 , and would probably not have been 

mad ~~ !':!11 the r eport been d1·afted at a later dat e . 

he f elt strongly that a s the competence of the Committee was strictly 

tcc~mical; the i nclusion o~ the observations of t he Chine se del egation in its 

r eport to the Council would be inapporpriate . Some r epr esentatives might wish 

t o express agr eement with th~ ' representative of China, but it was hoped that no 

discussion on the question· would ensue until the Committee came to draft its r eport, 



E/AC . 24/SR. 62 
page ll 

Bar on de KEitCnOVE d 1EXJ.ZRDE (Bel gi um) proposed t o f ollow '~he pr actice 

of ot her speakers in confining hi s i nt t: rvention t o g.-meral r .er.a r l<s, rcservi?:g t-~:o 

r i ght ~o speak l ater on specific p!'oposals . He not ed t he gen~ral ~~rce::' ,-r:t of 

all r epresentative s who had al r ·:ac;; spoken t hat cons i der able progress had been 

made i n co- ordination. Thet WC'. S sho\>1!, by documcmts, by deba t t:s nnd by the 

co- oper ation that existed betw01J1 t:H. SecNt ariats of t.he speci a lized ng.;>nci i·)!; 

a nd the various bodies of the Uni t ed Nati;;:1s . In the EconO:r.ic CO!'!ID·issi oi: f or 

Eur ope (ECE) in par ticula r, such ::1)-opet ation h~ld r eached a rn<>.:x.iraum . 

well known that t r; e ECE worked i n close co- operati on vrit.h t..h: !7-:.od ~~,c.: 

Agr iculture Organization , the International La bour Or gur'isati<m .• the -;...orld 

Health Organization and others, but it was p~rhaps l ess well kn;..r.-~n t.i!C\t i.t:. h:~j 

set up a joint Secret a riat with F AO at Geneva with excellent r •:> :;u lt s . 

French- speaking del ega tions had oft~n r oc.,ivcd documents ;!;'~ l ·d •. ·· ;-.-;~ •;.<O 

in Fr ench only on th~ ver y eve of discussi ons , c'\nd on som~ occa :-:: i on:'3 .. :,._; -;: ~ -: · · 

had to participate in discus sions using wgllsh t exts onl y . It wa'> ' :-::_;:; :;<:.~:r:. 

t ha t in the future the Secretariat should sec that such documents w~rf 

distributed in good tiMe and not just before meetings . 

t'/ith r egard t o the r eports. of speoiolizcd ag . .mcics, t he Bolgi .:n• d::-1..:•e;::-.-t.1 >n 

del egation f elt that it would be better i n f u ture to consi der thm1 at. pJ.."n;;.::-y 

meetings of the Council. If technical qu~~tions aros e during ;t·'t• -~ ·' , l,h ~"t' 

wa s no r eason why they should not be r ef er r ed t o one of t.h ':: C0nnc.i l 1
- ·-~·. ;-~·~ 

Committees, 

The pres entation of ' budgets now seemed to be more unifon::, -1:1c: i;-; t :-•. :.-:. 

conne ction special praise was due to ~ .. 'HO; but some a gend' s 1ver.: ~ ~ ;_ :( L ~-'.l} ~-':f: 

insufficient attention to the wisht.::; ..:~:pr\:SS ed .by the Council. 

Ther e wer e grounds !or wondering whether the prevai line l.H•t: ~ - ·· · · · .1. 

the meetings of t he bodies -,f t he Unit ed Nat ions and of th~ ~p-">: ..: "···:; ·~.=:- ~ .'L . 

wer e not impairing the value of the work done , and ever. g.:,·;.::-r .. --:.,.,rt 'r .._,, r , . .:: ,~: t . ~t _: - r: 

at those meetings . It was certain t hat no gover nment cou)ci s ; n1 ~o .'> fou~·-;.· -- · 

or six- week s ~ssion ministers in office or Senior Civil Servan1. s with special 

qualifications, Shorter s essions would allow r esponsible per sons t o att0nd 
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the meetings, and would thus give greater weight to the decisi ons tcl<en. Thc1t 

problem w.:.s admittedly difficult , but it nevertheless deserved continued 

attention , 

Certain specialized agencies , in ' particular ~i0 1 would do better not to 

indulge in excessiv~ centralization of their secretariats, and would benefit if 

they introduced some degree of decentralization by set t ing up regional offieee 

and giving them a freer hand. There were grounds for thinking that WHO, among 

other s , woul d get better r esults if it f ollowed t hat course, 

In principl e; the Belgian delegati on favoured consultations of experts, so 

far as they were convened for some specific purpose. There wer e many e;:nl:.ples 

of the effectiveness of th~ir collabor ation with the Seoret ariat. Neverthel~ ss1 

it was important to avoid duplicati on of work, and i n t hose fi el ds where it 

proved better to have regular r ecourse to the .advice of experts, reduction in the 

staff of the s·ecretariat concerned might be considered. 

In the same connection , the Belgian delegation f elt that in the matter of 

grants for f ellowships the aim should be to get a fair r eturn for the funds 

devoted to the grants . Unless ther e wer e t echnical and financial co-ordination 

of those travelling studies, neither the holders of f ellowships n6r t he United 

Nations bodies would obtain from t hose journeys al l t he results hoped for, 

It was i mpe rative that in the fi el d of technical assistance an effective 

system of co- ordination be adopted with a view to collecting in a centralizing 

body all information, such as list s of experts, relevant to the activities of 

bodies of the United Nations and of the specialized agenci es. Governments 

should be assured of being able to obt ain in the fi eld of technical assistance, 

essential information covering all the bodies concerned with technical assistance 

at a singl e centre, without being obliged to apply first to the bodies in 

questi on. If that "Centre" wer e established at Lake Success, the possibilit y of 

setting up a branch at Geneva should be consider ed. 

The CH1\LruMAN, before calling on the Dir ector of co-ordination for 

specialized agencies and economic and social matters t o r eply to the points raised 

by repr esentat ives, wishe9 to make a f ew general r emarks as repr esentative of 
Mexico . 
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The first truly magnificent exampl e of co-ordi nat i on h~d been the Spanish 

overs eas empire, The port of C~peche , a rich t own cc,nt.i.nu9.lly subj2c t to the 

depredations of pirates, had decided to build a vall, but owing to the many 

co-ordination rules of the empi re t he necessary permit h~d been twent y years in 

arriving, by which time the pirat es had disappeared, ~aving taken up various 

peaceful occupations. 

In Geneva ther e could be found watches of every sort f or t elnng t h e t i:: e 

in all the capital.s of the world , t he phas es of the moon , the weath~· r· for .. <c;.l.st. 

for the day and the r esults of baseball and golf matches. The only di f f icult 

thing was to tell exactly what the time was. The. moral of all that was t hat 

the Committee must not be too 8r.lbitious or attempt too much. Gener al As sembly 

resolution 214 (III) stated the probl<..:m very clear l y. All the v:i~l'>of& of 

members of the Committee wer e interesting. All their suggestions wer e good, 

but there were pe rhaps too many of them. To be over-ambitious could l ead t o 

waste 01 time and money. It was for t he Secreta ry-General a nd t he Di rector­

General of the specialized' agencies to s ee t hat the established principl es c1f 

action were put into practice , and ther e was no point in r epeating the:m. The 

Committee must return to a sens e of r ealism unless it wished its work t o lead 

only to more files of documents and more corrmittees of experts. 

Mr. CUMES (Australia) wished to add to the gener al comments he had 

previously made. 

First, with r ega rd to statistics, his Government took the vi ew tha t the 

maximum possible proportion of necessa ry statistica l work should be done a t 

the central office of the United Nations, a nd a minimum of specialized work 

in the va rious agencies. For that r eason, his Government was concerned by 

the recent decision of UNESCO to set up its own independent statistical office , 

That led directly to the question of t he cost of stati stical work , which 

his Government bel ieved might be excessive. Would it be possible f or the 

Secretariat t o furnish a statement showing t he t otal cost of the stat ist i cal 

work undertaken by the United Nations a nd the specialized agencies? 
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Secondly, with r egard t o r egional co-ordination 1 the Australian Government 

would ·· like to know more preci sely the ext.ent to which the operations ot the 

United Nations and the specialized agencies were being directed t o the various 

r egicr.s . That question had been raised previously, and it might be that the 

Secr~tariat alr eady had in hand the preparation of a comprehensive statement 

shovling the r egional balance of the operational work of the United Nations an::l 

the sve~iali~ed agencies . 

P.e dr~w att~ntion t o the fact that the r egional commissions had an 

acknowledged :responsibility for co-ordination, a~d especially project 

co- ordination , within' their r egions . If a comprehensive statement of regional 

operations was not yet being undert'aken, it might be appropriate for the 

regi onal commi ssions to assume the ta~k . 

Mr. BERNSTEIN (Chile) endor sed the views of the Belgian representative 

concer ning the tardy dist ribution of documents in French, and stressed that in 

most Latin- American countri~s French rather than English was spoken, particularly 

in Hinistries and public departments, 

The r epresentative ot Denmark had seemed to be rather opposed to·the 

suggesti ons on r eciprocal r epresentation made in paragraph 17 of document E/168J. 

T:-,.:. Ci,.i. l t::cm u~legal.ion ·sharea t.nose doubts , f eeling that the United Nations, as 

the central body, should be represented at the conferences of other agencies, 

but that the usefulness of r everse representat ion was questionable. 

With r egard t o paragraph 30 of document E/1683, experience had shown that 

simultaneous interpret ation was indispensable to the work of the Co-ordination 

Committee , and it was hoped that the necessary steps had been taken to provide 

it i n future . Finally, could the Secretariat say whether the personnel of the 

v~rious agencies was availabl e f or use when needed by other agencies or by the 

Unit ed Nations itself? He had heard that the International Labour Organisation 

had a number of fi rst class interpreters who wer e at present doing inferior 

office work, though badly needed by other organizations . 

Mr . Hartin Hi ll (Secr etariat ) expressed appreci ation of the careful 
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cons:Lc! ·~ratior:. given by the Committ .::e to t he documents submitted by th~ 

He agreect rtith t he Chairman on the ;noral cf the 

wo11ld r:~ i mp')ssible always to call ad hoc corrur.J.tt ~es 

! ' 

Nevertheless , he welcomed the confidenc e in the machinery vf t h•.: ::::(: ;} ,.-, .. .-n ~ r. 

t he p:-oposa.ls to use that machinery fo r advanced con;~;ult ation . Th(" ~':5 ~-=·l 

State s representative at the previous meeting had raised th ~ • l'' ·:~~~ l• r l-vli ~· ·~ ·;·~r 

oroblems concernin;:s s eve ral organizati ons could not go bd' (:r•o: t ;w ·,~-;:· .;.:;; : 

whole , instead of piecemeal before the various agencies . The .S•; cr etariat 

felt that such a pr actice was both possible and desirable . 

The questions rai sed by t h'.; representatives of th~ L:nl :, ~~.: ;'jt:.;l.· ,. · r \H; • .. :-"i ca., 

Denmark and Chile on paragraph 17 of document E/1683 w~re t iH~ n ::uJ.t of a 

misunderstanding. That paragraph did not r epresent a r e4u_c :> t f or 1. 1 1~t <: a;;ed 

all ocations for travel Or r epresentation, but neant onl y thd pot •::nt ie.J. ~ t,\1:-:S of 

r epresentation could be better realised. Great ef forts had i n f act beE:t! m'lde 

in the past jtear in the Unit ed Nations to achieve that aim. It would be 

relevant to quot e some passages concerning the purposes of r eprE>sentati on fr-om 

a recent directive issued by the Secreta~-Gene~al (SGB/78/Rev.l ) . Paragr aph 2 , 

sections A, B, C and Q of that document stated that the aims of United ~ations 

representation we re : to present the questions that the organs of t he United 

Nations had submitted to the examination o~ the organizat ions conce r ned; to 

explain~he measures taken and the procedure followed by the Uni ted Nations on 

ot her ~~estions t hat wer e examined; to transmit to the Secretar,y- Gene ral and 

to the departments and organs of the United Nations information concerning the 

policy and progr ammes of the organizati on concerned; and to maintain personal 

cont~cts to aid co- operation between the United Nations and the orgenization 

concer ned. Paragraph 5& of the Administrative Instruction (ST/AFS/Al/LJ./Rev .1) 

accompanying that docwnent sta~.cd t hat at ever,y stage of a t'l.mf~r•-' n-::e the United 

Nations del ;;;g.ntion would ke8p thb canpetent officials of tho.?. sped "'l:> 7. tld ag.::ncy 

concerned inforrr1ed of the views ana obj ectives of the 

of matter s unde r d:.scussion 1 and a::~ c >::rta.in t he views and " bj(;d . .:. ·<, .: f ~.';: '' ~.:-n cre 

The d.:legation was also :o tmdeavour t.c.• work out eonstructi¥'0 S!Jlull. ·s" ] . 
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a~r.:;. ._ ; ;,,.;nt ·with thos .o officials , and to settle privately any divergence of views 

h·JL• r .~ such differ..; nce s emerged in public debate. It could be seen, the refore, 

t.hat. the: pa r tici pation of the United Nations in ~e confe r ences of the 

sp<: G:i .:J. lize d a 5Wich:s d i d not consist merely of occasional inte rventions. The 

app1·opriations f or purpose s of r epresentation wer e r eally very small. In 1949 

t he :ouJ:-: ()f 6o~ OOO dollars had been given as the estimated total travel costs in 

R.c f-:~r-t' r:c ,; i: ~,d been made th ,; day before to a meeting of the Administrative 

Cc;r:::::.ttv;; en Co- ordination in Paris, which '3everal senior officials of the United 

N:"iti c,ns had at. t ended . The Commit tee might be interested to know that none of 

t hos e c.ffici ,~ls haJ travelled t o Europe f or the exclusive purpose of attending 

F~rhaps, in the light of the explanations given, the representative 

of Chile would not wish to press his propo~al. 

Th3 Secret ariat was fully alive to the importance of .issuing docun~mts in 

?r c:·neh in good t ime , and every effort would be .made to improve the position. 

Th•.: que stiun of !!taking the bent possible use of technical conference staff 

r ai ::Hd by the r eprc s entati ve of CHle was referred to in paragraph 31 of 

docu.lrv;:nt E/1683. The Board of Aud\tors had included in its report to the 

General Asse~bly a demand for a stuQv of that problem as it affected the 

Geneva office" 

Th e r epr esent ative of Austra lia had wished to know to what extent various 

regions of the world wer e benefiting from the operations of the various agencies. 

It would be easy in a year 1s time to answer that question in the case, f or 

example~ of t echnical assistance programmes and programmes under resolution 58 (I) 

of the Gen eral Assembly, but it would be difficult to distribute regionally the 

benefits of the central work of the United Nations . The matter r equired further 

consid8ration~ 

The meeting rose at 1.35 p.m. 




