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Secre~a.r,y of the Economic and Social 
Council 

ORGAN!UT!ON AND Ol>ERATION OF TaE ·couNCIL.·.(~nern;t~Aes~bll· resolution 409 (V), 

E/AC•34.Jl, E/AC.34/2, 'E/P.C•34/3, -,/AC.34/4, E./,AC~ 34/5,. E/AC.34/5/Add.l, 

E/AC. 34/5 /Add. 2, E/AC. 34/5/Add. 31 E/AC ;34/5/Ada.. 4, E./AC •'34/5/Add. 51 

EfAC.3li/5/Add·."6, E/AC. 34/5/Add. 7, E'/AC.'j4/5/Add. 7'/Cor,r:.l, E/AC. 3~/5/Add.8, 
E/AC.34/5/Add.9:, E/AC.34/o, E/AC •. 34/T,· Ft/AC.34/.8, Ft,/AC·.34/9,:·E/~C.34/lo, 
E/AC. 34/11, E/AC. 34/13, E/AO• 34/14,- ·E/AC. 34/15 1 E/AC r3~ /16) ( conttilued} 

Mr~ CORLEX: SMITH '(United Kingdom) wish~ ·to know the views ·Of other; '.. . . . . ·' 

representatives regarding .th.e United Kingdom proposals on the reorganization of 

the Council's work. It was difficult to avoid an accumulation of item~ toward 

the end of the year, especial~ when the agerida w~s heavy. The possibility 

should, therefore, be studied of distributing the Counbil'e work over the period 

between the end of one session of the General Ass~bly and the beginning of the 

n~~t, lest it should became necessary to hold 200 meetings in a single session, . . . . . 
as might well be the case at the following session of· the Council. An effort .. ., 

sh.ould be made to deal with the greatest possible number of questions before the 

summer, in ol;'der to try at l~ast to prevent an accumulation of work towards the 

end of the year. .. He would not make a formal proposal on that point 1 but pointed 

out that such a method would have the double advantage of spreading the work 

over the whole year, and of. dividing it into categories, so that e~perts would 

not waste their time waiting for the Council to eonsider a question in their 

field. The result would be a considerable saving of funds -· an important though 

not a vital consideration -· as well as time, and tbe Council would be able to do 

better work• 

/The vork 
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'i ·i•·.·i.: ·t ·i'.he ,.._1fot-le~:fA1;~e.<ol!ss~~~~a.r :!)t\rly :1:n ·the·yee·r; 'Itt a:.:rti'et· . ee~eio~ 'whi~h 
mi~ t ·be :)t.·~.Jsi.; :,.T :. ~-Ja~ry. Th~ ·QCIUtl o1J.o' ·could; the%1 a.6"iote. a week ·or ten·· . 
t\e«~:~'tt;t tJ:l __ :a.oJ)Eiid .. t~~ of "1mtrled1ate pr9'b1e:me·, ~eepee1al;ly tl1oee of a procedUre 1 
ohara~ter·~·;ri~a-~s~·l.Ut~c»s 'e,~~cl Bh6l'tl.t 'b&fore>·by -th& 'GeJJ~rei .·. 
Aese~ .. /Ssioh· ~e~-t --~tet-e could·· -be dea-lt Vi th by :petll!lli2elit r~preaente ti Vee 
-~e. ... :The Pt~~eJu3e·· ·or"_~rte ·w6u.J.a be. reqUired only :r·or:r·the ile6f~<d' :pa:rt of .the 

- ! . ; r '• . •· • ' •' ' . •. ' · · ~ t '' • t • ... -

eeees.on,- ·Wbeu~· ·-e.pe.o1t1c·; 'beehJlioa~ quoaticne ill; the· e~o"iel. field wero exaiDill_ed. 

Sueh.·a ...• thod. ·vo~ without ib~eesag· the llUr»ber ot· ilieetinga,' ~it'e 'it t:tJu~,-e·e~or:~r:i· 
for· the .e;;per:tlll -to· etam:·br: .. Uij.til their !!JGrYioee we.t-e ile~d.ed~ Thus,· eocia'l . . 
ques\iooe v~Uld be ·o~~~ee~c.st a. lef.1l1·te ute· tued'.·:t~ 'advaJJoei • Ill Jltlrob or 

- ' .. - •f • - ·. • - ·: . 

April· tb.ei-e would. be -~a· seee1®. <teToted, Wholly to tb& COllsidera 151011. '(jt ecoiiomic 
problems, :.:or. better et1U1· :of :tn,. ~1o·. problee '¥hioh. wee. the . :foaai po1JJt of' · 

the·Ooullo1its w~ls::"..f.or~:the year~- -l.\cbMil$Ds tbeageilaa ef 'th~ .eummer eeeeioil. 
. '" • • ~ I .' • • ' I •. •- 'I : 

He emph$aized. the need :to devote 0,., ~ -~nasi·Oii. to te6bliom1o ;Problems. While· ' 

he was aware, :that ·the· ~~ .-~--~ta -8~ :'1188 /'al1reya: eXtremely heav:y1 th~ .. . ..,... .. ·,,.. '..i" ;• ; : . • .' •. - . . . • . _ .. 

OoUJ:)cilH~ tiie~ ·'WOU~ be. 'thtlt D1Ucll • .,_._ tt··~" ·proble-ma ·aoul.d be· dealt with 

ill 'W~{a*ibs/ E~~' if: that meth~ ,_.. t~llDtre&1 _Jaew~~rl ·the Oo\Ulaills s&ea1~ 
11JU118t\1~te:lf''tfrse~ttl)s·1.bat of the· ~1 Ase61!1l~ Y\'iu:!d· vtiu have· a ~d.ei · 

• ,-, ·-.>',•'"'~ .. ~·." .·~·I ~~ -~, ,' ~ . . • '·• ' . '_./, )··: :: '•, 

a~-~ ea·-at:.tbat .. tim~ the CoU.Do1:1 vou~ beve to deal li1th queet101la ot · · · .. 
• . . '. ~ .._·•· .. • ,· I' ' •. ~ . ..,.. . ',._,. ' .: )_ 

co~~tiQZl)!pct ·exemilJe the-re-porta of ·sJeci&ll:et a~oies a~Jd oomm1se10ZJe; 
' \.. ' .. '~ . . . . . ~ ·' - ~ ' .. '' 

there tOo, bowever, 1t might be possible to diVide the vork·acoordit)g .to subjects 

aJld to t1x 1Jl advance the dates tor their oo;ce1derat10Il• In azzy ouee, he explllilled 

that the time•tab~ be bad ouillned. 'li'8S quite ~elltaiive. _e%l~ ill. :co. way rapr,oee.ated 
a :timl o~ ~vi~Jab'le -·pla~• . · . .. .·· . . , . . 

' ',: .'. ~-. ~- . . -~. ' : ,·,' . ! 
'''(·" 

·Mt-· •. ·IU.BI:N (unite~ States ot A~•rioe) etreseed ~.e fact ~:t tb~ ,._. 
United. K~gdom :pro;P~eal.S v~e llOt beaioaJly diff~~Jl' fro~ th(')se of the .... 

• ' ... "'.. .• •• ~ :· . • • • • • ', ' . • • • •• • • ·' .• ' • • ~ • • .[ f ~ • '. • 

'O'»ited· Ste~e •. ~e t11l.1ted S~tep Dote prov;l.ded for meetillse of the Co~9'-l!.e .. ·. 
,. ~- . ., '· . ., ·, ' ~ t . . ' .. ' ' ' . . ,. 

Committees betw~~- eee&!J10J2.fl .. Qf th~ C~c1l_to 118ke ~ prel1~oory et\14.1 ot. the, . . 
..... > .~~:'' 0• 0 0 ,,. ,.". ' ''1'-~ '• >. <• ~.· '• A 1 ~- '• o ' •' 0 •. .. 0, f ' o o < • ·"' • .... 

"nSrioue _ queeiJ1o~s,. e~ ~ue ci()cUmeJlte elld a PW9Ve. reeol11t1olle wh1 ch the Co~o1l. 
•~ ,'" ~·. •,.~;~ ·.~.:~~·;.i-,' ,·J :•J,'>.-<,o ~·: o <'\·,·-/ ,• -~··· ., < , .... •' "• f, ' A 

YQtl¥· ~ ~lJ':.¥re.,tG: ado.P.t~.; a~~;.~· .ID~thod w~. great~ ~se; the, Co~~il'~·. ' 
tnek aZJd ·~~b,le. repre~~ta11vee·wbo did Jlot aG.t-ee. with 8 _CODll»~ttee's GOll_QlUS~9lfB ~0 

t; .• " . .,_. ' 

preseat·thoir news a_gain Ul·p~ meeti,llg., The Ullited K1~gdom1 . for its part, 

j·propoaed rna!"e 



~opoeed·. more f'requent :eet;te10tls c:it the 00unc1~' :~:B&'f'tho\it#lt~ihOV.Over 1 ·:that thoee 

F.O.pbsals would ·not pr~eilt the Co~dl .trom'rett~s,·tb• exemillElt:t'®: of~;·, .. ! > ·· 

~~ttein queetibnti ·tO the Eo.ono!li~'Oommittee:.c,r"frozi- e&tt~s ~ eu'be1d.tet.:r .clrat:Ps1 

eo that _,'it wou.ld Dot· have to deel.' wi tb. aU -qlteeU®.~ .i.n''i)le»sry .· "-&tirlg;t · -11&·· · · ·' 

felt ~t· both th~_·propoea~:: ot· the ~ited ~gd.Oat:af4· tbo_se. G.Oil'tai»ed Ul,'th&· 

."qb_ited sta·.·t&., ;oote ~ehcu:td· eql.Ve 'the· l@plem -~ ·tllait.the't voul4 .&~:~able. the OoWlo:il 

to e}Cped~te·· the· study of-~ 'l~es'biqne b~tore'/it.t :to:.ns·1l!e tho qual:lt;r•of •. ~!t'S·. 

· wo*~~\rh1~ ·lJ.gti:teniDs th~>taek. of eeoh re:~ee1d2te:t.~T8t eml: to a~oid the' repeated 
exemilla~ion' o~·' 'qu~et10Jl&. :the~ oouJA b~' 'dea:lt -t~.Oll' f,UOst·; (IOJlcd.deraticm. ·\ ';' 

:.~ . . .: N_o ~1'1#~tee ooulA be sivell, ~eve~,·~: that 'bbe Co~·c:tl would be ahl.e. · 

to o~UD~··ci.1 pteo1B-e11. th~.exverte n&4i~ for ~tli-1 tgi"HHl queetiion• · ibe .UBitecl.'' .. 

St.~ tee . dele~tiOzl had fel:t tbf;l t .. if· :the t~i-1 work -~re · .dotle ·. in· the Comm1tteae 

r:~4 tl+e CoUJ.lQ1l ~ould oeaf·~e ~teilt. ;tO;,. the .-e f'o:r~ 1· ·:POlley d.ee1e1one1> the · · . 
lev~l:, of ;-epres~:r.tation et p~m~t .. ses&'ion~···m&.abt·be ~eieed •. ·-· · · · ·. · 

· :. ', A4ocl:d-~.:;~g';t\' the, trxlited XiJ:l&\om:rfiPriaatetl.ve, .if. the ·ute,Wba a ··' · 

~n~'bl,~~t. Was ·to"·be-o6Jl~i~e<t;·y.ere .Jq)~ ia·$.avanbel GoverXH!1~Pte-'I'OUld be"&ble ·to·: 

~~··,mox··e :t~spQneibl.$ r~~efie,ntettvea to thtt ;,Ccuncil.!e ~eee::.J:ae. ExperieDc&.·alooe 

wcu:J.cl ~?': ·ilhio:q me'tll(}d: w~U:JA beet· fiehieve tlt1J ·:deslr~d reerilJ:tl · Be would, hdirav-t:)r, 
be prePlred to ~sree t-o· the~·.method ~o:poeed: ·by tb·e: U.Oi ted Ki:Cgdom ta"ovi:ded> that· 

it "'fa~. ;re~rd~d. 8~. an' ~periment .(lf.lcl.that·if :bhe results were t10t ss·tiefaotory; · 
~thcr ,me:thOds woul4 .. bEJ }lt~"d• . : vf. . ·;. N • ·;: • • . ~ , • • • ••• 

0 

', , I', 
0 

,o < 
0 

.. ,,:: , • ', ,\ • 
0 

••• • ' 'i 
0 -~ • .:. • .•· • I • '"J' t •,, 0 ' 'f • I , 

0 
: ' •, i 0 

• ' 
0 

" ' , ': '," • 

·.' '· · Mi-. ·imENNAN (AUstralla)· bad heerd with :Uiterest the 'United nnBdom repre .. 

sentative's proposals. His Government had envisaged twdse~~ib~ ·~rf\he Co~cii, 
preceded or followed by meetings of the Council 'a committees .• , He C?OUl-d see room fo:t· 

'• :- • : ~ • ·'. '. ,. ' .• ••• ~ . 1 • :-. •' .. ~ •• -.· ·. "':·. •• ~- ... • ••. ; .• ,.. ~·· ' • \'; • ~ • ' 

compromis~':'between that proposal and the ·ailggeation made 'by the."United Kingdom reprc 
: ~ • • ~ • • : .- • • • ~ .. • • • • .(-' • ~.~. ': -~ ' • , •• '•'. • ' ,?< ~'. \ .• ~ • • -. • :··: • • • ; '. • • • ,; 

sentati've., ·.The Aw3tr~lian Govei'rnment wouid, however, -prefer the Council 'e first 
I,, ,f·, · · .~ ,' ~· r . -· ." • ' ' .. ' ' . '~ 1 

• + ', '·~·. ' · ~ ~ 

aessi~'td ·~·hf/l.a.A6t 'in'5N1~~y; b~t'lt"t~ 'bJginning b:r·'re'bru~y a~ .t~ I . ·" 

·'-"' ·):' c ~: ,:., ~""v.: '' '·, -~-.., I >o,; '~ '\ ', :'•'\. ,• ·'~~' ..,.,·;.,_,,; ••.,·~- ··~ f ~. ~ \''':; f • ': 

ee:rli~st... Qtherwise, 'as .t}le ·~nerai Aseembly'usua1J.y eride'd. its bes~ion just. . 
bef·o~~: d~is~miW· ···a6~er~~t~ · \io~l.ld ;11~~6 Jv~ift .li~tle 'tinllif~~?~,-~ro:ttii~ht ~t ~~t ·..:. 

~ .· , . . . -·· .. . ,. 
to a$~~Jl~::tll4(n~cea6·ari 'do~\imi,Ata ;· ··td1 ~~titute ihE'J 'deieg~ti6ii a:&i'"t6.··give'" .·· · 

. •, , :~~ ,::·;•·"• , ,: , , , ·~·. ~·- '., ~ . ;· , .,._,~ '.·' :, .. <-~ -<!' ~--.-~ 1. •• ~~ .: •. ', -"'' :;.~,~-' ~· r ~ .:·,.-, ~ ·~~--. ~- •; ~. ( '...":._:r; .. _·. _ -~.,: ,'. t ··.'".,. f, > 
the'm. tfie·,.ne·q~ssary i:nSt'r'~qt'ioh; : '· · · ' .. ·. , ... - ... · · · ·· · · · · ·" · ... ... · 

..... _; . • . ,~ .. ·;. •If'· • . "~·-... ~:~.- :f:· .. : ... •.·· .... ~: ... ·.l· '-.-:t.• __ •' ·~.·,~.· .. · .. ~ _ .. •.· '~· .. ~·~{!~.·~·\\; ::_·.· .. ;.•;_·-~ ~·~>; ~.: •7 ,._· fJ;-~·<' ~·--;·, .. ;: , . c:~!.;:: ... ·:::.-: .. :~·~:" ~..... >:._~·.,_·:· .. . ..- ,.r. .. . c • • 

/Mt:,. CORLEY SMITH 
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... ·· Mr. CORLEY $MITH (Uh1ted.Ktngdom) ~aid tbat bis ~rcpeeela ~ere v~ry 
~ . ' . ' . . .. . . . .. 

general and .sketchy, that he bad not had. t.ime to consider in detedl .how they 
. ' ( ' . . 

were to b~ applied ez:ld that .it mattere~ little whe~her the Council's first 

sese 1o~' were held ·',~t .. t.h~. ~eginn~ng. of .February o~. at ·_the end . ~f Jttnuary. , 
• • • ~ • t •. .. ~ • ,. .. • ' ·. . ) 

Fu,r~~e.~~re, .. ~he ;a~~·~1n't ,he,_ .h:~d .. e~gges:te~, we~ ~n the .nat~e,pf an_.exper1mep:t 
. \ .. . . . . 

·:.·' . ·~: ..... CHAN~ ·(~b·i~a} ·~a .baPl?Y to not~ tb,~~:'t,ha ~ H~o ~~~mm~ttee was , . 

11lak1~B ,satiefaptq~y, Pz.~gre~s vhi.ch .should lee~ to c9nc,r,ete and positive results. 

· :· . The trnit~d Kingdom .pro~e~ls bad t® steat _advantage. of following· up 
•'. ;, .. ' ',; ' •·. .' .,· '/ .,, . • ·,·• • . • ' ' _I' , • • 

ideas which had been con.sidered tor some time .and of developi~g them to their 
·* : . " • • •. • .- ... • • . • • •• ~ ·' ;... ·• • . ..• . • ;. 

logi.cal conclusion,. '· F+.~at,.. ~~9ee ,propos~;Ls. re.c9gnfzed the ~ed tp rec~assify 
: .. '~f',l• I .' .. ' ' ._ .... ~ ·, , •• , ~ • -~ . ; . ' ' _. ,~ 

eccol'd:~~-t? .. eub_Ject ;.a.J.l~t~~:q~~-~~i.Qne_ :Wi~;tl Y,hi.c.h the Council ~e~lt, th)ls 
, •' . ·' ~ . . . ' . . . . 

doin~.~w~ with the pr~a~t confusion, vhioh.involved ae~ioua lpse. of time on· 
•. I" ,. ~ •• ~ s. . . • • ~ • ,'¢ '.... • •. . . • 

the part .. '21 eJ!:perts. wh<?. were ijreq:ue~t~_obl~~d ~o, wait several days for t~ 
. -· . ' . . . -

d1scussion.9ftp~1r_partieul_er 11{~a, r.esult-.4. 4n.more.wor~ for the Co1.1nc11,- and 
'/, . ; : ' . ' .' ' ' .. "• ' ' . ' .. . . . .. ' 

impaired the _'quality _'of that won •... Such an .~~a deserveci .ful"ther ~tudy.. The _,:.'· :!_... ·.·· . • ' : .. ~-'. ,. ~ #;· ·. -~·-. ·'. '1. • • • ·-~~ ' • 

same applied to tb~ suggestion .tllat •o• •eaaions of the, Qouncil should- be _.. 
4 ~ • ' ~ : • ·• ' • • • : • . •. • --.!" • . -~ • • . •• 

devoted to. current matt~" and ,ot~~ to .. ia~ ,stu41 of q_u~etiOJ;ls.~of PC?l~cy. It 
' ·. .. . .' ,' ·.· .··'' ,_ 

was b1f?lly.deei~~ble that.~h$ latter .ses~Jone s~oul,.d be ~t~ended by eminent 
pe:reonalit1es. . · · 

. . , . 
The questions of policl fell into .three categor1eat. social affaire, 

• . • - • • .. . • • ~ . ' . ' • l ' • • 

economic affairs and co-ordination. That_ being eo, the Co~~1lmight bold 

three aesaione_ a yearo devoted· to the stu4.Y of those basic q.ueettona C?r of 

releted.prO~lema, Each session shoul~ last n~ longer than three weeks, 
• ' I' ~ . • 

especially if the Qounc~l desired high, level repre.sentet~on.ot th~ vario~e. 
.. ·. . ~.:. ' . . ' . . . .... 

Governments. . ~he v~rio,ue itetDS vo~ld therefore. have to bft thoroqgh.ly pre:pated 

and the necessary doc~mentatio~ as~mb.led be'roz:e th~ Q~nlng pf, each. aeaei~. . . •' .. ' . . 

One session would be devote~ to a :·ao~ial. que~tion, t_be: ~econd~· to an economip 

question and the third to~ question of. 'co-o~inatio~. , .The three sessions 

together would take spout nin~ weeks. .. ' .· :' ·'. :. 
• ~ f - •• . .. 

,. 
• I 

/The Council 
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• . ~,: '". ~ . . ·... ., :'' • .~ .. f 

The Council might use the fev remaining weeks to deal with current 

matters more adequately than it hai as yet been able t~ do: for instance,· it 

might make a more tboroUBh examinati~~ of the reports submitted to it. 

. The Coun~il ~ght ·~et ~~rly in the year, around 25 Janwy or.· 
, . ·~ , . • • • r . 4 • ' 

2 February, for two or three weeks in 'the course of which it woula concentrate 

on procedural matters and plan its war~. It would then hold a three or four• 

veek ·session devoted to' the coosideration of a basic questi'on :f.n· the social 

field or of related ~oblems • 
. of' Preparatory work.. Then, \ow~ds the middle of. Atxr~tl, .the Council would 

meet f'or three vee'ks to d~al with .a d~finite e~onomic problem. Its following 

.ses~ion~'which woul~ take two or ih~e·~~eks, would be reserved f~ current 

matters. F1®lly, at a last session, Whi~h would .take .three or four weeks, 

the Council wo?ld examine a special c~·ordine.t,ion prob.lem. To· sum up, the 

Co.unc1l. woui~ hold three sessions d~voted ~ s.pecific q~stions of principl~, 
' ' ' ' ' ' • ; <lj : • ' I • ' ' • j ' ' ~ • 

to which Governments would send :representatives specially selected in 

accoj:-dance With .the._subJe?t discussed~· ThOs~ sessions 'would b~ f~llowed .by 
a period devoted to routine ~ttere, .rt·th vhich the permanent repreaentatives 

would. deal. At s~ss1ons devot~d to queid.~s of' poitcy or to specific 
.._ ... . . 

problems, the council would have to tneet once or' twice a day, 'while during 
.. -

the other sessions, three or four meetings a week would suffice. 
. . . 
Where the structure of the.Council and its Commissions was concerned~ 

•• !· •• • ' • 

the general deba~e had shown that the··council had too ma~· funct~onal 

commissions. It would appear that some of them could easily. be abolished~-. - '. . ' 

In conclusion, the, Chinese deleaation a~eed ·with t}?.e United States 
. , . ' • " • ~.I • t . . • . • ' • ~ 

and United Kinsdom representatives that the Ad Hoc Committee's reco~naations 
·, ,· ... . . . ·. ~.-.. ......... ,·' •·. . .. · ... 

on the re-organization of the Council and ita Commissions should be experimental 
•• •• j.• : ~ • • • ' .•• ;•' '"• 

:in character; they should provide for a trial period of three 'years, which 
• : • , 1 • . .. :. . • , • 'r ~-~ • 

alone could shoY .the advantages and drawbacks of the new system. 
~ ' ' . . - . ! . J •• •• • :! : .. 

Mr. CHERNYSBEV (union of Soviet Socialist Republics) took it that the 

Ad Hoc Committee was discuseing the concrete question of th~ organization and --operation of the Council itself. On that point, .the Committee had before it 

/not only 
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pot.~only_ ~ t1n11fed -~~~-~ ~Cbpoe&J.e,· 1,n~t a .series of', ,proposals submitted by 

the United. S;"tfite,s 1 . Canada,, .Fran~e, ,.and . 9.tlle_l:'.s • . , 

·.At the ~ec~ing .mee.tine~ the lJSSR oe~e~tion had made concrete 

pro_poli;laJ.a on ~~t s_ubJect, .reducing. the numb.er. ,p:f _the Council~~ sessions. to. 

onet a ,year. . 'l'hoee .pro-poeale deserved the 9ommitte,e's attention. 

Moreover, .the USSR delegation co~ld not support the Unite<} Kingdom 
. . : ~ ' .. . . ' 

proposals_, under which the Council would apparently bold ·~~ .n:ant 9eas1oris as ,. ' 

necessary, so that it would tend to be permanently in operation; the effect on 

the q\18-lity o~ ·it~ work could oni¥ be ,deleter.ioue. Under we,sent condit:tonB', 
' •· .-

at.the end o:f a session delegation~ bad. a :fairlY accurate knowledge of the 

questions to be discussed a~ the following ~ession. !n o~er_w~da, the 

Governments had.· time to exaJnine those . questions and to tak~ a stand on them 

in the intervening. peri~. They would be l.arg~ly den;1.ed. that opportun1 ty if 
' , ,:.. ' . '• ;· 

· the United Kin,gdom propP68l Were ao~pted. Lastly, While the Secut-1ty Council· 
. . . , . 

muat; because pf the nature of its 'Work, be in permanent ee~si<;>n, that was ~ot 

true· of the· Economic and Soci~l OoUDCil,. 'Which dealt. with an entirely different . . ·. . 1 

field and consequently ~perated. on, a.ditf~nt basis. 

Mr., CORLEY Slt:1!Tll (United -X~ngdom) wished to know the duration of the 

single· seeaion, proposed .by. 't'J.le USSR delegation, the number of meetings that 

woul.Cl be held, anq wh,en and ~ere it would ~ke pls,ce • 

. Mr. CBERNYSBEV (union of ,$ov;1et Socialist R.epublice) said it vas . . ' . . . 

rather d:U'$icult .to ~qever. those questions .o~·~· Everytb.inB ~ould depend 

on what other changes we~e .UJaoe in. the orB&niz~n~:~.on and operation of the. 

Council and ita commiss~QnS ._ ;,;t, ·.for examp;te, the USSR. t,roposals on the re-. -. . . . ) ... · 
organtz·ation of the Council's work were a_dopted, ~e Council 'a agenda would 

be considerably lightened ae it wou~d then consist of only a li~ted number 

of basic items relating '}lt'1mar1J.y t? economic .and aocial co•operation. Indeed, 

if all ·the lese imp9I'~nt :1 tems or items :falling 'W:f. thin . the competence o:f other 

Un1 ted Natio.ns <>r@!$.na were ·r~moved from the Council's agenda, the duration of 

· the session could be .reduced to .. approximtely one month .. 

. ' . 
/As regards 
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. . .... ~ ' ~ ' '-· .. .... '. .. . .... -. 
,~ : -~-~··;As regards· ·the ·place. of, t.h.e. CounQ-tl '.~. se~~ion~> h~ sa,/ 09 reason why 

,.. . . . . . . 
the Co\IDc-11 should necessar~ly, meet .. at Readq qer:t;ers. · · E;xpe];.ienc~; had shown 

• • > ". ••• • 

Geneva ·to·be eminently :a\1:1~ -to Council._ ~etings i. . The· Un_ited Sta.tes and 

Un:f-ted Kingdom i>r:opos&le 9t'1 t,qe matter: s~~mod ~~ be. l~cklng in object;tvi ty a~ d.· 
not to :take all the 4Sp$6t_a. of. the a1tuat1on,into accoU:Ot. -At any rate, :he: 

thoughtlthat ''the' queat1on: ,should. be dealt With by the Council ~th~r· than by 
' : f • ... I -~• !: 

._ .. _:: ;~-Mf-+))EVIW,.T··.(:France) n~e..~ that .all, __ pro_poeals, v~rbal a~d written, ·made 

in fui;.:~onitd-~e··tended to improve in-~'VariOUS ~Y.S the orga~f~ation of the Work 
. . ... '!: •. 

of th~;- cc'ilft~n. :~nd- ita commissions •.. 

· ; i? ·.:~,;, ·i'here :we no. doubt that su.ch improv~nts ooul.d .be mad~- iQ varioua 

~ys: arro·J.·tn:at. ab least~ two n:ein types. Qf:· ~aSUreS could be taken, .. . 

_; -~ ; : .. · . . ·: -~-·· Fir~Jt, -measures could be tak~n~ ;t.o reli~ve the bur~~n 9f wo~k ~i.C(h . . . .. 

-~ the :members of· .th-e Co unci~ had to oope W1 t.Q., in ·an~ g1 ven year;• . I.t 111:\S • , 

· ··s&nerally:-:r&eognized that the Council. •s sesei<:ma ~ere b,el,~oming increaaingl:y., 

long and arduous. The amount -of VOJ:"Jt:aUqtted to ·-~e Ci:>un~il .should th~r~f~e .. ·- . . . . ' ."· . ' ' . ' ~ 

be· reduced·. The Ad Hoc Committee h4d heard interesting suggestions in that 

· ~ege.rti=.' The· Fren; ;;,randum (E/AC.34/l0) for examp~~ propoae<t.,that the 
. . . •. ., ... 

worlc. of· the Ceuncil should be more thoroushly prepare4 by sub.Qid,iar.f:. ~~ns . 

and by the Sec:reta:-. 1at as Yell as by the Governments of Member Sta.tea,~·themselves. 
' ~ . ~ 

There was no ::.oa~·~,;; ·:.;:1at much could be. done along those lines. Improvement of 

wor'kfrtg tnethoO.s ~alone YOU!d not of CQurse yield the desired result. Neverthe­

less~ i·{wa a~ ~fBhlt imp~tan't e.spe.ct ~f the question, perhaps\~ moe~. . 

illiport~int ··that/the 'Ad Roo ·committee co~ld conaider. -- ' 

· · Secondly, methode could be devised to .ensure a better dis'\r;tbution 

of 'tlie- Courictl' s work ~ough the year.- . Th~t :was the aim. of most of they.. 
. . 

sugge'st'ions :mada ~t the cqr~pt.meeting • 

. ~ •' ·;t · ~ · The vot'k··could be: d1vided··.up in.iseveral ways. It could., for ~exa·mple, 

-~tie' divided 'a·ccord1tig to aubjeet .. matter, all social qU:ea~ions being oonsider~d at 

~6n~ :-?~~S:sion; >all· ecbh6m1e. questtona, at another,1 and so on.. That· method w~uld 

have the advantage ot<calling the eXzperta :away from thei:r work for: no lons~J;' 

than was ·absolute~ necessary. On the other hand, the work could also be 

di~ld~~f'"up· according to the Council's d"ties. At the beginning of the year, 

/tn.e Council 
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the Council had to fulfii certain tasks following 'on the General Assembly 

:reaolutions; it had to take decision" and to re'f'er to its subsidiary organs 

or to the Secretariat work called for by the General Assembly. . Later in the 

year, it had to draw up 1 ts :t-eP<>rt to the General Assembly -- which necessi ta tee; 
I· ' • " • • '.., 

prior examination of the reports. of ita subsidiary organa and of ·specialized 
': ·~-~ 

agencies -- and to formulate certain recommendations to the General Assembly. 

The b~st solution would be to make use of both methode~ . Indeed, 

the first could not be applied to its full extent. Thus, it might not be 

advisable ~o group all social questions together at the beginning of the year 

before the reports of the commissions concerned became ·available. On the 

other hand, it would be equally illogiCal to adhere strictly to a distribution 

by functions; that was more or less what the Council had been obliged to do 

so far, and the results left much to 'be desired. It would be beat to maintain 

the two work periods of the Council ouring the yoar: one in summer and one in 

winter, and to dis~;ribute the· various ta'&ite of the Council between the two on the 

baa:i.s of the suggestions made' in the Ad. iioc ~ittee·. ··· 
. ,) ~' . -~ ~-- ~ ~ ;.. . . ' . . 

The proposal had 'been made tO e~&Jxd.n$, say, 'all social questions at . . . 
one session of the Counc.il. 'l'o a.'tote ·tyo· separate sessions to social and 

economic {t.eme re~pectiv.ely wo'uld b~ to run co'unter to the .principle' of the . . . . . . . . 

interdependence of economic and social· questions' a" a expressed iti the Cl:J,art'er. . . . , 

It shouid be ~inted out in that connexion .that to induce aovernmen'ts· to send 
. , . 

eminent personalities to represent'them, grouping the questions together was 

far leas imJ?o:r·r..a:')t _-:.hP..n r.e- term~_; ing. '-•oll beforehand the date on Wbich each main 

question of princi;;>le wo·.tJ.d be ciscussad~ In other' words, wha't mattered was 

not the distrroution of ·.J.le co·uncil' s work o\ler several short sessions but ita 

preraration longer ii.1 e.e···f''"lce, ori the basis of a more definite achedule, 'eo 

that it Would be clearly lmown at What time in ea'ch session the main questions 

of principle would be discussed. 

In conclusion, he emphasized that hie suggestions were not in direct 

contradiction to the other suggestions made, but that they were cot as far. 

r~aching. .The Fr~nch deiegatlon felt. ·that it should be possible to improve 
~ . . . ' . . ' 

th~ organization and operation of the council within its traditional pattern 
·, . ~ 

without making any basic alterations in it. 

/Mr. ALME;IDA 
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Mr. ALMEIDA (Br~zil) stressed. that hi~. delegation had at first been 

ver-,. much in favour of the United Sta tea pro_poeal to provide for meetings of the 

Soc:I:a·l .a.nd.,.Econ_omic Committees between the Coun.cil sessions. He had thought 

. that. that method could solve some of tJle Council's problema. ·The :Brazilian 
• J • • • 

delegation had not then considered the possibility of increasing the number of 

plenary .sessions of the Council. The United Kingdom proposal which contained 

provisions ~o that effect seemed ve;l.l worth while and would :·c~;rtainly help to 

solve the problems arising from the fact that the council lacked time to deal 

adequately vith all the items on its agenda. 

It vent without say~ng that al~ proposals made in the Ad Hoc Committee 
. ....,_., ............. 

. as well as the latter's reqommendations to the Economic t:lnd Soc~al Council 1rould 

be only tenta~ive and would have.to be tried ou~ in pract~ce during the three 

.years to come. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the Council had been accused on the one hand 
.•' < •• 

' 
of undertaking too much work ei:multaneousl.y and thus dies1Jl8ting its eff<;>rts 

and on the other. of rushing throuSli ·it$ work, . th~a making the task of delegations 
. . -· .-.... . .· ' 

and of the Secretari~t more di~f1cult. The Council and the General Assembly 
'- :.'. ·: " ' .• 

had already adopted ~asur~s to. remedy th~t e~te of affairs and had ~phasized 
. \. ' . . . . .. 

in their resolutions that the resources devoted t~ the economic ~nd social 

work. of the United Nations should be concentrated on_ taeke of' primar,y importance. 

There could be no doubt that the methods of work h.~ therto followed 

by the Council and its commissions had not led to the desired results. The 

.Couneil.-'s summer _session in particular had been so over .. loaded that the Council 

had been forced to, do its work in a perfunctory fashion and had f~iled to carry 

out one of its main tasks, namely to co-ordinate the work programmes of the 

United Nations. and of the apeciafized agencies. 

To remedy the shortcomings in the existing organiZation it must first 
l 

be recognized that, far floom limiting ita activities, the Council should work 
. . ' 

harder or longer. than in the past. 

Various suggestions had already been PU.t forward to overcome the 

drawbacks of the present system, for exa'l'nple, that questions in coii!Illi ttees should 

be more thoroughly prepared and that specia+ mee~ings should be called on matters 

of current interest. The.Y should be examined with care. 

;When that 
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When that examination, was undertaken, certain· factors, particular~· the 

needs of deleeationa ~emaelves, must be borne in mind. In drafting_his 

proposals for re-organizati?n, the repre.sentative of .t~e United Kingdom might 

have. adopted the potqt of Vie_w of large delegations Vhich had many experts at 
' ' 

th~~r disposal. It must _nevertheless be considered that numerical~ small 

delegations which were now making a great effort to send two or three 
'·} I 

represent~tivea to Council sessions once or twice a year. would probably 
' 'I • 

e.xperien~e considerable difficulty in bein~.represente~ if the Council decided 

to Bit per~nently or to increase the number of ita sessions. 

The _quality of th~ wqrk -~~complished must ale~ b~ borne in mind and it 
~ . . . . 

must be realized that it d~pended on the one hand on the time availabie t6"the . . ,· 

Council and on the other on the competence of the repi-~sentatives taking part in 

the sessions. In tha.t respect, ~~t on_ly the personal competence, of 
. ' . 

repree~ntatiVee must be taken into account but also the question of the influence 

which they exerted in their own countries. In view of the fact that the Council 
~ . . . ' . . . 

' ; 

was competent only to submit simple recommendations to Governments, ita influence 
. . . . • ·-l • ·, ,· ,. • 

would .be practically non-existent if those .recommendations were not supported . .: . . . ' .' - . . . ' 
by persona whose word was respected by their Governments and by public opinion. 

• . . • ~· " •" . • ' r 

Finally, he wondered whether, by adoptin~.the proposal of the United 

Kingdom delegation, the Committee might not prevent no~-governmental oreanizationr 

or specialized agencies from requesting the inclusion of itelllB on the Council's 
·. . . •, . 

. agen!'la, since thai;. agenda would be determined in adva~ce. 

Mr. CORLEY SMITH (United Kingdom) wisl:;led to reply to two of the 
' ' ' ~ • ·, ' I '. '· ' ' ' , 

comments which the Chairman had just made. He Wis~ed to point- out that in 
~ ~ • ' • . ' j . . k 

presenting hi~ proposals he had intended to assist 13mall coun;triea 'Which, 

. inste.ad of -~eins. repre~ented by _two or three speci&lized experts during long 

.sessions, as at present, would only have to send one expert at a ti'IIl$- for a. 
' . . . . .. ·. . 

short period to attend the session devoted to social questions and_la~er aqother 

expert who would follow the work of the session on economic questions. That 

solution, which would not eliminate the difficulties encountered during the 

summer session, would nevertheless facilitate the task of numerically small 

delegations. 

/With regard 
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With regard to the inolusi on of 1 tem.a in the agenda,. he recogni zod 
\. 

t~t a ne:w procedure would have to be adopted. He suggested that at the 

beginning of each year the .C~c11 cquld d~vote two or three meetings to 

drawing up an annual prograJD'!lle .of work. Countries requesting the i:nclusion 

of any item wOQ.ld have _to accept '.the C()uncil decision as t~ when th.e discua~ion 

of that item would be most appropriate. 

Anoth~r question rth1ch might raise some di~:f'1cult1ea. related t.o. the 

President of the Council.himself and. the amOUl',lt of time which he;,could devote 

to . the direction of' the work .. of all. the. sessions.. Nevertheless that problem 

did no-t? seem to be insoluble, a.s the ~ei~ent cou~d, as always, call upon the 
• ' 1 • 

Vice-Presidents for assistance. 

. The C BAIRMAN st-re seed: 1;he ,tao t that in general. delega. t1 one . from small 

. coluitri.es had at moat only three· or four member e. who w~re ina. poei tion to 

participate, in dif.cuseiona. Tho~ Bl8m,"bers must not o~ follow the eoonomiq' 

and· sooial activ~ties of the United Nat~·ons but. must also participate ·:~n the 

work of all of' its organa, the. General. Assembly7 its oo7.llJllittees and sub· 

e~tte~s. & therefore thought that -those -~elegatians .should be consulted 

-before the organization of the Council. ~s changed. 

Mr. LUBIN (United States of America) .-stated that tlle Agenda Commi'ti~e 

could meet early in the year to sort out the ·tmportant problema on the Council's 

agenda:. Specialized agencies and J;lOn-governmental, organiz~ tiona. oould make 

reeomme$.t1one to the Agenda Committee at that time :and also1 if necessary::, at 

a l.a "t!e;r date Yhen they k:rui>w what 1 tems were already .on the _agenda. and. when they 

we>uld be. considered. They could be allowed to aubmi t suggestions, for .e~le i 

up to two months. before the, opening of a- session •.. Be was convinced that, if 

. tl;l& Council decided ·to apply the system propos~Q. by the United Kingd~ delegation{ 

~ of the maJor d,iffioulti.es could be overo~· 

/He felt 
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He felt that the United Kingdom's suggestion was bound to facilitate 

the work of small delegations which, instead of having to give up their experts 

for almost eight weeks, as was the case at present, would have to send only one 

expert at a time to each successive session held during the year. 

Mr. DEVINAT (France) agreed with the representative of the United 

Kingdom that it would be advisable to draw up the Council's agenda as far as 

possible on an annual basis. That measure, which had already been proposed in 

the memorandum presented by France, should expedite the Council's work. 

For certain general items, the agenda should be drawn up one year in 

advance; in other words, 1 t should be known from the month of January of a 

given year 'What important debates would take place in the course of the 

remainder of the year. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that after studying the question of the 

Council's organization the Committee should consider the operation of the 

functional commissions. 

Mr. CHANG (China), supported by Mr. CHERNYSBEV (Union of So'Viet 

Socialist Republica) and Mr. BRENNAN (Australia), thousht that before turning 

to the consideration of the re-organization and operation of the Council's 

commieaiona, the Committee should continue its study of the various proposals 

Which had been presented in connexion with the organization of the Council 

itself. To enable the members to have a clearer idea of those proposals, 

he suggested that the Secretariat should be asked to prepare for the following 

meeting a document summarizing the various suggestions submitted in the various 

memoranda or made verballY by members of the Committee. 

That Rroposal was adopted. 

The meetin-§ rose at 4~30 p.m. 




