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- POLIUTION OF S®A WATFER BY OIL
" Hote by the Secretary-Gemeral

‘The problem of pollution of the sea by oil has been under study for many J
and has been considered in the past by national and international bodieas and 'h}'
govermmentde )

The main effents of this type of pollutiau are damages caused to birds, to
and the fishing industry, to the ses vegetation, to the amenities of beaches and,
in particular, the hazard to porte tkrough the poesibility of floating oil ‘ba.k:lng
fire. :

~ Thera ars various ceuses of I:dllution; shipa which carry oll elther for cargo
or fuel are generally responsible, but certain shore esteblishments are scmetimes
offenders in this respsct. - '

Among the remedies proposed which seem $0 be especially adsquate end
practicable are the establishment of zones wherein the discharge of oil and oily
water is prohibited andithe installation of oil ssparatora in porte a.nd on board

. ehips.

‘.
* . In 1924 the Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdam made some proposals withl
& view to preventing the dangers of such pollution as far es practicabls. It
reconmended, inter alia, the establishment of a "prohibited zone" extending ses
for 150 miles from the ¢oast-and the installation of oil separators in ports. 4
The Internstional Bhipping Gmfartncey y maeting in Landon during April Jakﬂ,

¢

Y The n&r%‘a'ﬁoﬁu‘! &E% onference was formed in 1921 with its haa,dqwtm

in dcn. The mem‘.barahip is eamposed of shipownera'! orgenizations establie
in the modkf GuBdtasn marifime countries. This organization decided in 1948
mod .Y its name to the * rnational Chambsr of Shipping”.
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made a special study of this problem but was unable to present definite
recommendstions. British and some foreign shipowmers, however, teking into account
the proposal of the Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom, agreed voluntarily at
that time to refrain from discherging oil or oily water within a certain distance
from the coast.

At the invitation of the Govermment of the United States, an international
sonference of experts, the Preliminary Conference on 01l Pollution of Havigable
Watars, met at Washington in June 1926. The object of this conference was "to
facilitate an exchange of views on technical metters and to consider the formulating
of proposals for dealing with the problem of o0il pollution of navigable waters
through international agreement”. The conference had before it the Report on oil

" pollution of navigable waters made by an American Interdeparimental Committes to

the Becretary of State of the United States, dated 13 March 1926 and the view taken
by those present at the conference correspcnded on the whole to the estimate of the
facts es to o0il pollution and of the causes of oll poilution which werse presented
4n that report. Although the text of a draft convention was adopted at the
conference, no agreement was signed.

The United Kingdom Goverrment, having considered that the pollution of the sea |
owing to the discharge of oil or oily water was Increasing, declded to submit this
matter to the League of Naticns. A letter, dated 19 July 1934, vas sent by the
United Kingdom Govermmsnt to the lLeague of Nationa, drawing attantion to the
palludlon of 140 oon Coaat, dalsagce Lo in-shore risheries and destruction of sea
birds cavsed hy dischsrge of o1l from vessels at seas ‘

At the 15th Ordinary Assembly of the Leagus (1934) it was agreed that the
Communications and Transit Orgznization of the Leegue would undertake an initial
inguiry on the underetanding that it would convene a camittee of experts fram
varioua countriss to study the problem more cliosely.

Iﬂlis Cammittee, camposed of expez;ts frcm Dermerk, France, Italy, Japan, the

United Kingdom and the United States, met in Ceneva in November 1934k. On the basis

of informstion dsscribing the conditions in the porte and waters of various
pountries, the experts agreed that considerable damege was done by pollution of the
ﬁaa. water by oil. .

The Cammunicatlions ’and Transit Organizetion, in pursusnce of the work and

findings of the Camittee, submitted a resolution to the Council of the League

gconcerning the conclusion of an intermational convention on this subject. The
/object of such a



object of such a convantion waa to find, by intsrnational agreement, scme methods
whersby oil-burning and oil-carrying ships might be prevented from discharuinm oil
or oily mirturea in cosstal arees since these substances might drift and travel
sametimes for considerable distances, dspeniing on the wind and tide conditions
then prevailing, and cause the polluftion of the surrounding sea watsra. It was
afdmltied, however, that no remsdy could prevent pollution caused by discharge of
oil resulting fram collisions and shipwreck or from vessels in order to celm the
seas duwring storms and to Taecilitats rescues.

ATter having stuiied the Commuadeations and Transit Orgenization's
recommendation, the Council of the League sdopted, in January 1933, the following
rasolution:

"The Covneil
Avthorizes the Camuniceticns end Tranasit. Organization to make sl1 the
negessary ureperatory studies with & view to facilitating the future conclusie

of an international convention 4n regard to the pollution of the ses by olls™
In order to give effect to the yesolution adopted by the Council, the
Becretary-Gensral, on 23 January 1919, addressed & circular lstter together with a
questiconaire to all States menberas of the League and to non-member States ss well
g total of 69 Govermuenta.

A drief survey of the general trend of opinion sxpressed by Govermments ﬁ
their repliaia on sane of the main points of the above-mentioned qussticnmairs
given below:

1. Demages caused by oll pollution of the sess ave:

(a) birds: slight to more definite bad effect according to regions and
clroumatances;

(b) fish and Tishing: ssme as ebove; on same occasions ascute bad effects
have been noticed;

(e) s@esside resorts: in same cadcs the beaches were so polluted that
wa.n prcﬂii‘bited, and on one occasion the effsct lasted for a w
long period (several years);

(d) porta: (especielly in respect to danger of five) tsndency to in
danger of fire.

2. Demages cauged to fish snd fishing industry:

(a) fish (high eeaa): doubtful effect, except in the opinion of cne
government which belisved that fish eggs are very hsmfnﬂ.'.lg
affectad .bf olls; v b

/(b) fishing (coartal
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(b) fishing (coastal): affects fish end shell fish (and ses weeds); serious
dapages have been noticed; in some instances fish were no longer
edible, or died;

(c) fiehinz (trade): on same occasions fishing districts had to be abandcned
oll can affect condition of fishing nets.

Posaible accession to an international underteking designed to imposs within
certain limits of time, with or without specific exceptions, the installation
of separators on boerd ships carrying carpos of oll or using liouid fusls:

The maritime countries owning en important merchant fleet were om the

- whole sgainst the adoptien of this remedy so far as it concernsd existing

ships, whersas the countries which possessged a comparatively small merchant
merine were in favour of the compulsory provislon of separstors on board ghips

The countries which wera not in favour of this provision pointed out that
the expense would be very greet and some of them exprsssed the opinion that the
benef'icial results which could be expected wers doubtful for the following
mrincipal reasons!

- At the time, no available peparator was of sufficient capacity to meet
the requirements of an average size tanker.

- Uhere ships carry fuel oil in bunkers only or in bunkers and doubls- =
bottan oil tanks, but not using either bunkers or tanks for weter ballast,
the seperators ars UnnecesIgary.

= Separators are not an Infallible guarantee against pollution; mud and
gand can grestly affect their efficisncy.

- When the spescific gravity of oil (bunker type) is high its separation
fram water becames very difficult or even impossible.

-'r, Poasible accession to an international wndsertaking to impose separetors on

S

6.

‘7.

nev ships carrying cergos of nfl ar wadns 1dandd Macd:

Seven countriss enswsred this question, of which 5 were in favour of such
an undertsking; one conaidered that 1t ought to be optlonal’ owing to the
econcmic siltuation which prevelled st the time snd one declared it inacceptabls
because of lack of epace on exlsting vessels which are of small tomnage.

t of geparators availabls on the market and particulars céncerning the
re, the outiymi. and is price of such apparatus:

- Separators for yse on vegsels are available in a fsw countries only.

= The hourly capacity of the separators available varied from 5 tons to
150 tons, and in one case a capacity of 200 tons. Thedse geparators are
guaranteed to ensure a dlscharge containing not more than 0.5 of l per
cent of oil. .

List of seprarators slreedy in use in porte end naval hases:

Aucng the answers received on this mutter (5), 1t appeared that only
three countries have separators in operation.

gemplaints concerning the lack of installations of that kind in use in ports:

: One country among four who answered this gquestion mentioned the neoeaaity
of' the installation of separators in three different ports.

/8. Ccientific




Council subsequently edopted a resolution on 27 Septewber 1935, by which it
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8. Sclentific or other findinps concerning the extent of sea pollutien

The replies to this question showed that mot meny countries had cu
evidence on this particular point.

Scana conntriea, which had made a special study of the question, reache
the conclusion thaet oil can remain on the surface for a very long tims,
indefinitely. Even if the volatils elamenta of oils disappear by evapor
the guantity which evaporates represents only e very emall proportion of !
total volume, and only a2 small smount of the oll foundersa.

Regexding the drifting of eil, many experiences have proved that a drift
of more than fifty miles is not uncammon. @ one inatance, oil had bsen
detected five hundred miles away frum ite paint of discharge.

One govermment reached the gonclusion that, depending on certaln 4
conditions, such as the nature mpd smount of oll discharged, the prevaim
wind and cwrrents, the average mzface conditions of the beaches, il could b
diffusad in the form of a film of invisible thinness within a hundyed hours
from the tims of discharge.

1
L 4 *

1
*

The replies received showed tha®#; on the whals, the problén was of a serious
nature and would juetify an interuatfpnal convenfon. The Assembly, therefore, 6t
its sixteenth session, adopted a resplution (24 September 1935) by which, inter
alis, the Council was requested “to instruct the Camwnications and Transit
Organlzation to toke as rapldly as possible, and with the assistance of expert
advice, if required, the necessary steps to complete the prepsration of a araﬂ_
convention end to submit that draft to goverrments for consideraticn”s The Councid
was also invited "in the light of the cbservations received fram goverrments to
convene an international conference on oil pollution at an appropriate tima". T

'l
I

instructed "the Cammunications and Transit Organization to complete the prepavation

of a dralt convention on this subject for the considerastion of goverrmenta end

report to the Council when the observations fram the govermments have been
received”.

In order to give effect to the sbove-mentioned resolutions, the Coumittes br
Experts was reconvened and it held its sacond session in October 1935, in Gene
The Cammittee, at that session, prepared a new draft convention (sse Annex I) _-.
draft Final Act (see Annex II) on the basis both of the draft Washingtom Convent:
of 1926 and of the answers recelved from govermments to the questionnaire mentioned
ehove. _ |

The Advisory and Technical Cammittee for Camunications and Transit at ita

[nineteenth



-‘i-_mt‘a'anth_ .a.eaaimj(.ﬂqumher 1933) adopted & resclution by which it decided to
transmit theee drafte (Annexes I and II) to the govermments with the request that

ﬁtey Bhould send to the Secretary-General of the Leaguo of Nations any obserwvatiocna
'ﬁbajr m:l.ght Bee Tit t;o make, at the same time informing him whether they were T
#epexed to attend, on the ‘basis of these drafts s &n international conference
- convened for the purpose of concluding auch a oonvention. Nearly all the weplies
,-.‘gqpeim from States with sea coasta were in favour of concluding such a convention)
and all the important meritime countries which rap_lied were prepared to participats
in the proposed couference.
The Council at its ninety-fourth session (10 October 1936) adopted a resolutic:
by which it decided to convens an intarnntioml conference to adopt the draft
< mwntion (see Annex III).
: This conference never took place because three impcrta.n‘l: maritime countries ==
_ Japan, Germany and Italy -- whose participation was considersd necessary from a
-jdoimical point of view, were not in a position to be invited to attend a conference
convened urder the ausplces of the Leegue of Netions. TFinally, on account of the

war, the matter was not further pursued. : {
' s *

#*

Ten years have elapased sinoe the problem was last raised at the inter-

;Mntal level. It would now seem useful to examine the present situation,
@ince the haymful effects of pollution of the ses by oil and the need for proper
. remedies have been duly recognized.

As the number aend kinds of ships in use have, in principle, a more or less
ﬂ.‘l;ract effect on the degree of po.uution of the sea, it 1s interesting to compare
ﬁe @ize and composition of today's world merchant flest with that of ten years ago.

. In June .11939, the world merchent fleet represented 69,439,659 tons gr. of vessels
‘of 100 tons and over, and in June 1948 the figwre was 81,074,183 tons gr., or an
increase of 11,634,529 tons gr.

In 191k nearly 89 per cent, representing then 43,750,000 tons gr., were coal
hnming vessels. At present, only 22 per cent of the world merchant fleet,

. remresenting nearly 18,000,000 tohs gr., depends upon ¢oel for fuel.
 The trend toward the adoption of oil as fuel during the years 1914-19L8 is

if Iloyds' List - 23 March 1949 _
I /shown herebelows
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aown horebelow. The figures are parcentagss of the total world shipping t

*3—*3”*9%2,’%“

Coal bk, 67 22,30
011 fuel fcr bollers 3.65 30.65 29.63  55.53
011 in internsl cambustion englnes 0.b5 1742 2k.34  21.20

| Sailing ships, non-propelled,
I bargee, etec. M 1.78 1.36 0,97
AB.00 100,00 100,00 100.00
As at 1 July 1939, the world tanker torgmge represcnted, in vessels of 500 ton
“e and over, 16,078,000 d.v. tons snd e at & Jupe 1949, 24,909,299 d.w. tons;
| 46+, B0 increase of 7,831,299 d.w. %ons. | -
Unleea large-scale scrapping of old and ungconamical tomege is mnmum,{
B8 world tunker Ilaat, by the end of 1952, wAll total nearly 30,000,000 tons d.Ws
Finally, 1t should also be noted that 1 June 1049 there wers U4,4L6,070 tons
r« of ships under construction, diwided az $gdlows:
MOLOr BHiPBessencvevoacnasansannncesensonssssss2y826,615 tons gr.
BLOANOY S vcsesnrccssessncrocrcsssnsetaseseseneel, 819,455 tons gr. _
These various figures prove not only that the total world merchant flset has
red, but also that the mumber of tankers anf.meior Xeaagls in it have grestly
It should also be menticned that a great proportion of stemers are now oil=

¥ %

*
In fact, complaints of oll pollution are still often heard and on ocoaslons
wve received publicity in the press. An exsmple is the case of an American
pon vhich a fine was impcsed in 1948 by a Federal District Court on the |

aat, 01l had been d:lsohnrgad from 1t in a prohibited am, thus violating the 012
ution Act of 192!&
The oil pollutim -pu-o'alm was discussed in 1949 at meetings of the 011 T
f.;"- Treup Tanker Section of the Chamber of Ghipping of the Unlted Kingdam uié
3ame spec.fic uuggeationn and recamendations were made. One of these was
_solution to the problam must be sought in the provision of shore installats

i ;gm gt List - 23 March 1949.
5 Tairpley - 7 July 19%9.

;:-’-" maat Iist - 28 July 1948.
Dock -and Rarbowr Authority - October 1948. /th:b



rt authorities muet be. pressed to improve shore Tacilitise for dlsposing of F
agte; that, in the meantime, ‘owners of tenker tonnage should periodically
upon their ship-masters the lmportance of the conscientious observance of |
ulations ageinst ‘the discharge of ol or oily water within 50 miles of any
‘that in the case of vessels outward bound to a loading port ," no oily ballast
_ ‘water should be discharged over boerd until the ship is at least 100 miles
loar of eny land.
The Chamber of Shipping having approved e plen of this type, proposed to take
bter up again with port esuthorities.
the course of the yeer 1949, a fow articlos were published in diffcrent
ou this same subject. The gravity of the problem was stressed owing in
lar to the fact that oll had superssded coel in a large mmwber of merchant
a.nﬂ. that more oil tankers have twned from solid to liquid fusls The practic
a8 often advoceted was the uas of oil separators on board ships as well as =~
steblishment of proper facilities in ports.
It seems, therefore, that conditione may be, on the whole, as bad or possibly

an worse than they were same years agos _
' * +*
- 1 *

' “Mwﬁing to the brief survey of past develomments given above, the plan of

i walvroswon CEAS0NS could not be continued, mi'gh‘bA be taken as & guide for
future action along the same lines.

"r' purposes and functions of the Inter-govermmental Maritime Consultative
ation, created at the United Nations Maritime Conference (Geneva, February-
1943), are, inter alia, "to provide machinery for co-operation among

ments in the fti‘e.'l:d gf govermeental Iregulations and practices relating to
ical matters .. to provide for the drafting of canventions, sgresments or

3, 1t would appear that a study of the problem of pollution of the sea by
ls within the field of campetence of that organization.

ﬁ this regard, the 'I‘ranﬂport and Camunications Camission might deem it
ul and appropriste: (1) to draw the attention of the Inter-goverrnmental

Tairplay - 2 June 1949, :
] [Maritims
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Eﬂvmmts be regrosted by the Secretary-Goneral of the Unitad N&
4 their views as to whether the problem is at present of mmw
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Draft Convention Relating to the Pollution of the Sea by 0il

Prepared a2t the second session of the Cormittee of Experts
(Geneva, 21-25 October 1935)

Convened by the Chairman of the Advisory and Technical Commit
for Commmnications and Trengit of the League of Nationsl

ng to take action by common accord %0 prevent pollution of the sea by oil

¥y mixtures discharged from vessels, Mave resolved to conclude a Conventilon

¢ this purpose and have appointed as tReir plenipstentiaries:..sessecessssconssss

lsasaassasacanssssss Who, having commmnicsted their full powsrs, found iIn good an’

die form, have agreed as follows:

Artic!

(1) The High Contracting Partics agres, each in respect of vessels of the

8 @pecified In Article IV registered in, or under the law of, any of their

ries to which the present Convention applies, to teke the necessery measure

v 4llegal and punisheble by sdequate penalties the discharge by such

8 of oil or oily mixtures, &s defined in Article III (1), within any zone
Ished &s provided in Artricle II, Each High Contracting Party undertakes

cure that the penalties imposed by such measuras Por 111egrl Alanharces hy

3 regiatered in, or under the law of, his territories shall be, in the case

established by any other High Contracting Party, under Article IT, not

than In the case of zones established by himself under that article.

(2) vVessels owned by the nationels of & High Contracting Party which are

shell, for the purposes of this Conventlon, be deemed to be reglater

or under the law of, ths territory of that High Contracting Perty in which
mers &are resident,

(3) The measures referred to in paragraph (1) of this article may include

: 11 provisions to meet the case of small vessels of limited bunker caepacity,

s provisiozs to be applied by each High Contracting Party to such small vesse

sgiatered in, or unier the lav of, any of his territories. Nevertheless, such

gions shall not exclude the obligation for such vessels to teke all nscessar

sutions to prevent oll pollution.

, by 011 Report on the second session of the Committee of Experts -
9.M.235.,1935.VIII, 26 October 1935. ' /(4) The

_Qf Btataﬁ)-'.QQOOOOl"QBJIQ.!..ll‘l!'.‘..lq..l...l‘l.l..Q'..l"llll'l..l.l,:
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(4) The unevoidable discharge of oil or oily mixtures, as the result of an
ccident, a cesuslty or & collision, or to prevent an accident or a casuslfy,
hether to the vessel in question or to any other vessel, or by reason of stress
»f weather, need not be rendered illegal under the measures provided for in )
mragraph (1) of this erticle, It shall be provided, however, that in those ceses
the master of a vessel shall male a detailed statement in the vesssel's log of the
aircumstaices and the reasons for his action, in addition to the entriss in the lo-
wescxibed by Article ITI (2).

Axticle II

The High Contracting Partiss msy estadblish zones in the sea &ad jacent to the
j08ets of eny of their territories to which the present Comventlon applies within
fhick discharge from the vessels specified in Article IV of oil or oily mixtures
18 defined in Article IIT (1) shall be prohibited in accordance with the following
mwinciples:

(1) Such zones shall not extend more than fifty nauticel miles from ths
iomats, except that, if such extent is in particuler instances found insufficilent
pecause of peculiar configuration of the coast-line or other special conditions, o
such zones may be extendsd to a width not exceeding 150 nautical miles. In
sstablishing zones, each High Contrecting Party shall take into consideration that
re83els desiring to discharge oil should not be obliged to deviate too mich fram
their normal route before reaching their port of destination. Il

(2) 1In any case where any High Contrecting Party desires to prescribe & zong I,
any part of which may be within fifty nauticel miles of the coasts of the territor
of another Stete, such High Contracting Party shall reach an agreement with sugh ,__‘
other State before tic zone is prescribed. When, however, the coasts of a i
territory of one High Contrecting Party are less than 100 nautical milss from the -
soasts of & terrltory of enother State, such High Contrecting Perty shall heve the I'I
right, without the consent of the other State, to establish a zone to the middla
of the channel -- 1,e., to a line approximately equidistant betwesn such coaastas, q

(3) Six months' notice of the establishment of amy zons or zones, and of any ‘:i

ohange thereof, shall be glven, preferably in the form of charts exhiblting the
1imits of such zone or zonee, by the High Contrecting Party establishing or

changing such zone or zonea to the Sscretary-General of the Leazpus of Netions, '-h&j'
Ssoretary-General of the League shall forthwith transmit the information to the

'

Governmerite of all the High Centracting Parties to this Convention and to the

[Coverrmants
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overnments of all Members of the Leagie of Ha'bionu and of all non-member States

aferred to in Article XT (1).

_ (4) A High Contracting Party, desiring to establish a zohs mobe than Fifty

*_ in width, shall, in giving such six months' notice, furnish perticulsrs of
‘he wﬂﬂmaa for separating oil and water which are then available in the ports
austiiod by oil-cartying and ofl-burning ships included in ‘the zcne.

3 .&y othsr High Contracting Party may, within this period of six months, make
epr an‘lntiuna, through the Secretary-Gensral of the League of Nations or directly
-:'; the High Contracting Party proposing to esteblish the zone as to the advissbili:

w‘ﬁing the a‘bdve-mantioned ports with such appliances, or of improving the
gting appliances.
- The Secretary-Gencral of the League of Nations shell forthwith transmit a.
ppy of such representations, if received by him, to the High Contracting Party in
gtion, with a requont that the latter should give such representations immediat:
onie 1 arhtiun.
If that High Contracting Party decides to acceds to such representations, the
ons may be established ss from the expiration of the pericd of six monthe' notice
or of such longer period as mey be necessary to enable effect to be given to the
sepresentations; but, if the Hizh Contracting Party declines to accede to the
ssentations, In whole or in part, the zone shall not be established tuntil an
nt has been reached between that Hich Contracting Party and tha Wigh

‘E!.'ng Party or Parties making the representations, or until the dispute has

Article ITI

(1) The diacharges which shall be prohibited in any zone prasc'ru.'bad pursuant
o Article IT are: - -

(a) Crude, fuel or Diesel oil, or

(b) Any mizture containing more than .05 of 1 per cent of such oil, or
having a content of such oll sufficient to form & £1lm on the
surface of the gea visible to the naked eye in daylight in clear
weeather,

(2) The High Contracting Parties agree to taks the necesbary measuves to

are that entriss shall be made in a vesael's log whenever oil or oily mixtures
re discharged, " Such entries shall state as hearly ds possible the position where
the dlscharge took place and bé signed by ‘the master and one of the vessel's

/In the cese




during which such separator has been used, and this statemsnt shall be similarly 5

Contracting Parties, carrying crude, fuel or Diesel oil, in bulk as cargo, or as

In the case of a vessel fitted with a separator for the purpossa of separating
01l from ballast water, the vessel's log shall contain a statement of the periad :

8lged,
Article IV :
The vessels to which the provisions of Article I apply are all sea-going =
vessela, other than vessels commissiensed in the naval services of the High -

fuel for boilers or enginse. .
Article V

The High Contrecting Parties agree to take the necessary measures to ensure
that all vessels commissioned in thedr respective naval services ohall take every
possible precantion to mrevent oil pellution.

' frticle VI

(1) Wothing in the nresent Compention shall be deemsd to limit the rights
under gensral Intermational law of @y High Gentracting Party to prescribe mefsures
with regard to the Alscharpe of oil and oily mixtures in his territorisl waters
anfl to enforce such measures ageinst all vessels,

(2) Outaside his territorial waters, and in the zones prescribed bty him in
accordance with this Convention, a High Contrecting Party shall possess the r:l# |
to watch over. the discharge of oll and olly mixtures by vessels not reglatorsd inm,
or under the law of, any of his territories and to note offences, but shall not _.

posssas the right to stop or interfere with any such vessels,
Article VII

(1) Jurisdiction in regard to the discharge of o1l in the waters of the zones

sstablished as provided in Article II, outaide territoriml waters, shall beleng to

the authoritles of the High Contracting Party in or under the law of whoss '-.'-‘

.

g

the vessel 18 registered. . P
(2) The Government of the High Contrecting Party in or under the law of whoae
territory & vessel is reglstered may be informed through the diplomatic channel of
any offence committed outsids territorial waters by such a vessel against measur
prescribed in sccordance with Articls I by the Government of the High Contrecting
Party which has established the zona, or inside territorial watera if the vessel
has sailed outside those territorial waters without messures having been enforce

against her, On receipt of such information, the former High Contrecting Party

[
/shall investigate
i
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ﬂ!‘all investigate the matter, and, where the circumstances jJustify 1t, take steps
for the punishment of the offence for breach of regula.tions 121d down by thet 4
High Comtrecting Party. . ..
Article VITI |'
(1) The Secretary-Gonerel of the Lesgue of Nations is invited to receivs, |
. eo-ordinate and circulate to the Members of the Léesgue and all non-member States
yeferred to in Article XI (1) information relating to the system of zones
established under the terms of this Convention, the working of that system, and
other data pertaining to the problem of oll pollution of the sea and the means
of dealing with that problem, such as .(a) particulars of the nature, capacity and
cost of apparatus for separating oll from water which may becoms available for use
on existing vessels and in ports, or have been designed for and fitted on new
vessels, and (b) particulars of the mature and cost of any processes for the g
chemical or physical treatment, before shipment on or discharge from vessels, of |
oil and oily mirtures, as defined in Article IIT (1) so as to render them less
Injurious as regards pollution. _ :
(2) The High Contracting Partles undertaks to forward to the Secreta.:t',?-Genﬂ?!
of the League of Nations, in eddition to the data specified in paragraph (3) of .
Article IT hereof, all other information which they consider appropriate for the |
purposes of the preceding paregreph, including the charges which are levied, or m
proposed to be levied, for the use of separating apparatus in ports.
~ Article IX .
If there should erise between any of the High Contracting Parties a dispute
of any kind relating to the Interpretation or application of the present Conventionm,
and if such dispute capnot be satisfectorily settled by diplomacy, the dispute |
nm.l be referred to arbitration or Jjudicial settlement. In the abesence of |
agresmsnt on the choice of another tribunal, the dispute shell, et the request of
any one of the Parties, be referred to the Permanent Court of Tnternational J‘ustic.q
if 81l the Partles to the dispute are Partieo to the Protocol of December 16th,
1920, relating to the Statute of that Court, and, 1f any of the Partles to the
d4spute 1= not 8 Party o the Protocol of December 16th, 1920, to an arbitral
tribunal constituted in ecoordance with the Eague Convention of October 18th, 19Cﬂ‘,
for the Pagific Settlement of International Disputes. Provided always that before
resorting to arbitration or judicial setilement the Parties may by common egreemsnt
sutmit the dispute to the Advisory and Technical Committee for Commnications and

[Transit of
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Transit of the Leagwe of Natimms, which shall meke recumuendetions for an amicable
settlensnt. :

accesslion, declare that, in accepting the present Couvention, he does not assume
any obligation in respect of all 61' any of his colonies, protectorates, overseas
territories, or territories under his suzerainty or mandste.

Any High Contracting Party may at any time subsequently give notica to the
Becretary-Gensral of the League of Nations that he dosires that the present
Conventlan shall apply to all or any of tiw territories which have been made the
subject of a declaration under the preceding paragraph, end the Convention shall
apply to all territories named in such notice ninsty days after its rwecelpt,

Any High Contracting FParty mey at any moment after the expiretion of the
period of two years mentioned in Article XVI declare by & notification addressed to
the Secretary-General of the League of Nations that he desives that the present
‘onvention shell cease to apply to all or any of hie colonies, protectorates,
oversees territories or territoriee under his suzorainty or mandate, and the
Convention shall cease to apply to the terzitories named in such declaration,
Such notification will take effect one year after 1ts receipt by the Secretary-
General of the League of Natioms.

~ The Secretary-General shall commmicate to the Members of the League and to
all non-member States referred to in Article XI (1) all dsclarations, notices
and notifications received under the present article,

(1) The present Conventicn, of which the English and French texts shall be
aqually authentic, shall bear this day's date. It shall remain open until the
(date) for signature on behalf of any Member of the League of Natioms and of any
an-membex State represented at the Cunference at Geneva or to which the Council
of the Ieague of Nations shall commmicete & copy for this purpose.

(2) The present Convention shall be ratified. The instruments of ratificati
shall be depositéd with the Secretary-Gemeral of the League of Nations, who shall
notify thelr receipt to all Meombers of the Ieague and all non-member States
referred to in paragraph (1) of this article,

' Article XII
AS from the ...e. dBY OF w.ves (L.e., date when signature closes under
JArticle XI

Article X
Any High Contracting Party may, at the time of Bigaature ratification or
A




Article XT (1)), the present Convention may be scceded to on behelf of sry Member
ﬂﬁ the League of Netions and of any non-member State referred to in Article XT (1),

The inatrumente of accesaion shall be transmitted to the Secretary-General of
‘the Leame of Nations, who shall notify their recelpt to all Members of the Le=mue
‘of Nations and to the non-membsr States referred to in Article XI (1).

' Article XIII

. (1) Any ratificstion of or accession to the present Convention may be
‘exprassed to be coniitlional on the ratification or accesslon of one or mors other
Membera of the League of Nations or non-member States.

(2) Ratifications or accessions , which are made copditional under the
preceding pare;raph, shall be deemed to be recei?ad on the day on which these
Mit-iona are fulfillled,

(3) The present Convention shell come into force on the ninetieth dey

- following the receipt by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations of
- ratifications or accessions on behalf of eight Members of the League of Natlcns

or non-member States.
Article XIV
Ratifications or accessions recelved after the entry into force of the
Convention under Article XITIT (3) chall take effsct as from the ninetieth dey aftex
thoty receipt by tho Seerctary-Gemeral of the Lemgue of Natioms.
Article XV
{i) At eny time arter the expiration df two years from the entry into frrce
of this Convention under Article XTIT (3), the Governmment of any High Contracting
Mmy address & request for revision to the Secretary-General of the Leagus of
(2) As soon as three such requests have been recelved, the Secretary-Cenaral

will notify the Council of the League of Natlons to this effect.

(3) The Secretary-General will inform the Govermments of all Members of
the League of Nations and of all the non-member States referred to in Article XI
(1) of any request for revision received under the firet paragraph of this article.

: : Article XVI =

(1) After the expilration of two years from its entry into force unfer
Article XIIT (3), the present Convention may be denounced by notification in
writing addressed to the Secretary-Genersl of the Lesgue of Nations, The
demmnciation shall take effect six months after its recelpt by the Secretarye
General and shall operste only as regerds the Members of the League or non-member

3tates




jates on whose behalf 1t has been ﬁamﬁe.

(2) The Secretary-Gensral shall notify all Members of ths Leag:e ai‘-
and €1l non-member States mentioned in Article XT (1) of any denunciations

(3) numMumammmumwmofnmum

1 non-member States bound by the Convention is rediced to less than eigl
; Convention amn cease altogether to be in force..
Articls '

The present. Convention shall be registered ty the Emtm-aamal of the
Lesgue of Nations on the day of ite emtry into force.

Iﬂ FATTE WHEREOF the above-menticred plenipotentiaries have signed %hé

ar tim.

m at Geneva this ..... dey c‘ iy ‘ln a single cony, vhich shall
deposited in the erchives of the Secpeteriat ef the Leapue of Nations and
true covies of vhich shell be deliverad after (day) to the Members of the
of Nations and all the non-member Swtes refagred to in Articls XI (1).

"
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ANNEX II

Draft Final Act far an International Conference
relating to the Pollution of the Sea by 011

Prepared at the second session of the Cammittes of Experts
(Genova, 21, - 25 October 1935)

Convened by the Chairman of the Advisory and Technical Committee
for Comunications and Transit of the League of Natlonsl/

:m %vm‘ta of ST ABPOAPTERPIIRATRLEFINAIRNEV OSSP OIDISENROIBDEINELY
(IilB‘b of Govermmenta at meme) BOUBYSI IR0 CONTYINUIIRBAEOPVEIO UL

aving received the invitation extended to them by the Council of the League of
Natlons to participate in a Conferense for the examinatlon of a draft Conventlon on
‘this subject,

Have in consoquence apvointed the following delegations:

(List of plenipotentiaries)

he ‘accordingly assembled at Geneva.
The Council of the Lesgue of Nations apnointed as President of the

O OreNCeusesseressnctssssessescrrrivessesscrosssrassssassissaosnossasesesnatiodss
The secretarial work was entrusted 10 eccsecersesserssrescrescnseressarvsssennne
. In the course of a series of meetings between .ecesesvescceees the Convention
' (date) was concluded.
' The Conference slso adopted the following recammendations :
(1) That: .

(e) No penalty or disability of any kind whatever in the matber of

tormage measurement or payment of dues should bs incurred by any

vesgsel by reason only of the fitting of any device or apparatus
for separating oll from water;

(b) Dues based on tonnage should not be charzed in respect of any space
rerdored weavallable for carpo by the installetion of eny device nr
apparatus for seperating oll fyum 7. .ter;

(¢) The term "device or apperatus for sepavating oll fram vater” as used
in paragraphs (a) and (b) above should include any tank or tanks of
reasonable size used exclusively for recelving waste oll recovered
from the device or apparatus, and also the piping and fittings
necesgary for its operation.

(2) That the High Contracting Parties should recammend to shipowners that
Beparators should be designed for and fitted on new vessels wherever practicable,

e ———

1/ league of Natilons, Pollution of the Sea by 011, (op. cit.) p.l12.

[particularly



_particularly on large vessels to be provided with oil tanks which eve al

uesd for water ballast, and that the High Contracting Parties should encor
ghipowners, as regards vessels to be registered in, or under the law of,
ective territories, so to ect by any sdminiastrative or financial mes
the former may Judge to he necessary.
(3) That in view of tHe inherent difficulty of enforcing the provis?
- relating to zones contained in the Convention and of detecting offences wi
the HEigh Contracting Parties should seriocusly consider the question of Imp
penalties which will be sufficlent to asct as a deterrent in comnection witl &
(4) That in view of the fact that, according to the replies to the
- quesiionnairs despatched by the Secretary-General of..the League of Natiore on
Januey 23rd, 1935, to States Mombers of the League axnd to non-member Sta
sppears that few ports ere equipped with appliences for separating cil end
Goverrments are reccmmended to teke whatever measures are practicable to inc
the mumber of such facilities In ports frequented by oil-burning and oil-cery;
vessels throughout the world, and to keep as low as possible the charges far &
use of such facilities.




seseion in January 1937 -- a Conference for the conclusicn of a
and Final Act on the Pollution of the Sea by Oil, A1l the lembers of
will be invited to this Conference, as well as the followlng non-nemoer
Brazil, Costa Rica, Danzig, Egypt, Germany, Iceland, Japan, lonaco and
d States of America.” ‘ .

of Nations, Official Jourmal, 1936 - July-December. Minntes of the
-fourth Session of the Council, Fourth Meeting, October 10, 1936, p.11S




