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- The Commission considered the guestion of the unification of maritime tonnage
'meésdfeﬁeﬁt at its‘fhird, fourth and fifﬁh'éessions. At this last session, it
’adopféa a resolution éiating that it "ia of fhe opinion that the problem of
unificﬁtion of maritimebtonnage measurement.should ve among the first problems
tote coﬁsidered‘by the‘Inter-}overnmental Maritime Consultative Organization
when it has started to function”. It should be added that the resolution
.:(29813 (XI)) on the ﬁSiﬁuation in respecfvof>Ratification of the Convention on
the Iﬁte}-GovernmeﬁtailMaritime éonsultative Organization", adopted bybthe
Economic and Social quﬁgil at its eleventh session (seneva, July-August 1950)
'méntiéﬁs unifiéation df ﬁgri@imeitonnagé measuiement auong the problems which
the Iﬁfer-Goﬁernmentél ﬁaﬁitimelCpnsultativg‘Organization (IMCO) could
approﬁfiateiy handlg. - ;1. , e _ ’

This Note réporté»the‘newddevelopmentsAthatihave occurred in this field
since fhe:Céﬁmission'é’ié;t_session.
| | . ¥ -
* *
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A meetiqg‘of tonnage ex@eyts.wég held at the Hague from 4 to 14 June.1952.
Lit wﬁs the‘ﬁhird'meeting of tp@s‘kind ﬁo be”ca;led in virtue of a provigilon of:.
the Fiﬁél P%otacol ofnthe_popféfenge_onﬂa‘ynifprm System of Tonnage Neasurement.
of Ships held at Oslo in 1947, The aim of this meeting, like that of the =
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earlier ones held at Oslo in April 1948 and Stockholm in June 1950, was to
ensure uniform application and interpretation of the "International Regulations
for Tonnage Measurement of Ships", These Regulations  drawn up under the
auspices of the League of Nations in 1929, form an annkx to the “Convention for
a Uniform System of Tonnage ileasurement of Ships" adopted by the Afbpe@éhﬁibned
Oslo Conference, B

Experts from the following countries signateries to- the Oslo Convention
took part in the meetins at The Hajue: Dennark, Finland, France,
the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden. 1In addition the United Kingdom, the United
States of America, the Federal Repaulic of,Jrstern uermany and Japan were
represented by obgervers.,

During the dlscu551on, the Meeting considered the. situation in respect of
ratification of the Oslo Convention., Under article 16 of the Convention, it is
to come into, force three wmonths after the: date on which the fifth ratification
is dep031ted It was found at tne meeting that the Convention had been
ratified by only three signatories:  Iceland, Norway and the Netherlands, and
that only one countrj, the Netherlands, had put it into effect. Statements were
made by representatives of signatory countries. .The expert for Denmark said
that he expected his country to ratify‘the Convention early in 1953 and to.
promulgate at the same time new legislation regarding tcnnarge measurement. The
expert for Sweden stated that he expected the parliament of his .country to be
able to take a decision on’ the ﬁatter at the session scheduled to begin in.
January 1953, The experf for France said that he thought the French
Government would take steps to ratlﬂ“ the Convention as soon as a larger number
of countries had done so. The expert Yor the Federal Republic of Western
Germany, stated that he would propose ratification of the Convention by his
country. A memorandum from the Japanese Covernment expresses its desire to
co-operate in the establisiiment of a uniform system apd its hope that the
International Regulations will be universally adopted. = As regards the .position
of the last two'countriesbwith respect to the Convention, 1t should be pointed out
that under artlcle 15 of the Convent¢on ‘a non-gignatory government may accede to

it at any time after the Conventlon ‘has come into force..
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| It, wvas decided that the next meeting of experts should be held at Paris
in 1954, It was observed that if the Convention had come into force By that

time, it would be possible to hold a conference,

%
* o X®
#*

The rules of maritime tonnage measurement are ﬁnder study by professional
bodles in various countries.

In the United States of America, the International Standards Committee
of the Society of Naval Architects =nd liarine “ngineers, New York, emphasized
in a report published at the end of 1951 tle desirability of an international
agreenient on the basgis of a wiform system of tonnage measurement, with a single
tonnage certificate which would be recognized »y all maritime countries and be
acceptable to the Paname and Suez Canal autlorities. The Committee also
congidered that a relatively simple formula for determining tonnages in place
of the present complicated and antigquated system was feasible, and that a strong
endeavour should be mnade to reach internationsl agreeuent along those lines.

In the United Kingdom, the Tnstitution of Naval Architects set up, in June
1949, a committee to consider the effect of the present laws of tonnage
measurement on the efficiency of ships. The Coumittee vresented its first
report in April 1951, Two aspects of the existing resulations were considered:
the rules for propelling power allowance and the practicability of drafting new,
and simpler, regulations more in accordance with modern ideas on the subject.
Shipowners, shipbuilders, the tecknical institutions (the Institution of Naval
Architects already mentioned) and Lloyd's Register are working together in
studying the question of maritime tonnage measurement. In particular, they
join in urging an interim international agreement concerning the propelling power
allowance, so that shipbuilders should not continue to be harmpered for an
indefinite period, On this particular point it is generally acknowledged that
the existing regulations are out of date and are, interfering with better and
more economical design in certain kinds of ghips. As main engines became more
and more compact for any zgiven horgepower, the defects of the existing rules
became more apparent., The British shipping industry takes the view that,
except for this question of propelling power allowance, the revision of maritime

tonnage wmeasurement rules is not an urgent matter and is so complex that it
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should only be approached with caution. Any reforms would reqnire 1nternat10nal
agreeﬂent to be effective., Nevertheleass, it is conceded that the problem of
uniflca*iOn of maritiﬂe tonnage measurement has asSumea sonme 1mportance asg it
is to be among the first which will be treated by the IMCO. ‘ '

It should be recalled that in Resclution 5, adopted at its fourth session,

the Commission urged Covernments to continue their studies of this.problem.
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