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In tho ,I1hflence of tlHt Chairman, Mr. Mashhadi-Ghahvechi (IRlilmic Repuhlic of

Iran), Vice-Chairman, too~ the Chair.

The meetinq W~8 called to order at 10.35 a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 'ro 69 AND 151 (continued)

CONSIDERA'rION OF AND AC'rION ON DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ON DISARMAMENT ITEMS

The CHAIRMAN, I call on the re~r.~ent~tive of Mexico, who will introduce

dr,l1ft resolut1nn A/C.l/44/L.S.

My. MARIN BOS£!! (Medco) (interpretation from Spanhh)' The

eAtahliAhment of nuclear-weApon-free ~OnQA in variouR par.tB of the worlrl is an

element of Aftort~ to ~chieve a world completely free from theRe berrihle weapons

of maSR de!'ltruction. In the taAt. few decadell Auch effort" have heen conducbed at

thft mOAt rHversp. levelR. For fucample, individualA have declared their (),tIn homes to

he nucleAr-weapon-free 'lOneR, townships, Auch AA Garrett Par~, Maryland, haVf'~

declared them.~elveR to he nuclMr-weapon-free 1.0n98, and certain States or groups

of StateA hllve decided to prohihit the preAence of f1uch weapons on thltir

te r r i to r i eR.

The Antarctic not only waA the first terdtor.y to he denuclMdzed hy meanA t..:lf

a multilrlterlll treaty, hut 1:-1 the only ono in which the permanent population - the

pp.nquillA - en10y 11 reqime of complete demilitar1zatiorl. T..",tin America was tho

A~cond reqlon cJenucle"rized hy means tiE r! treaty. We now have", thirrt in the South

Pacific, thn ?'on~ crp.~tp.d hy the Trftaty of R~rhtonga. At th~ pr~~ent timp.,

propOA;,}q conc~rninl"J the <ienuclp.~riz,~tion of other: reqionA "-Ire under !'Iturly.

The nuclaclr-Wei1pon ~)tate.q, .:IS well .1A thn~e StateR Which, de jurp. or de (i!cto,

heilr lntern ..~tiona} r(~!'1pon!lihility for. cert",in tflrr.1tnrieA within thl'! sphere of

.'!ppl ic.,tion of. one of those regional <JClreements, muqt make .... oommitlnBnt to th~

StateA of the denuclp.iHi1.P.il region. In the case nf the Treaty of Tl.ltetolco, thl')ne

undertak1nqR ,HP. containp.d 1n Mrl'.tion.-..l Protl')colA I and IX.
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Mditional Protocol It is open to the nuclear-weapon State. - China, Frlnce,

the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the United Statea. It is now 10 years

R inc8 the last of those five St.\ tell ra ti tied th lA in terna tional instrument.

Additional Protocol I iA open t.o the four StateA that, de jure or de faoto,

bear international reaponAihl1ity for territories tying within the hounda~ie. of

the geographiCAl aone .atahlished in the Treaty of Tlatelalco. Tho•• StateA are

France, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United State.. The fil'"t to

ratify Additional Protocol r was the Unit~d Kingdom, 20 year. ago, the Recond was

the Netherlands, 18 years ago, and the third the United States, eight years ago.

That meana that all that ill lacking now is ratification hy Franoe, whose Government

I1gned the Protocol 1.0 years ago.

Twenty-two years after the Treaty eRtahliRhing the first nuclear-weApon-free

zone in a densely popula ted ar ea was opened for signa ture, we are • t ill unable to

guarantee its full effectiveness. We are sur" that France's ratifioation of

Addi Honal Pro toeol I will provide a ma jor impetus towards the achievement of th lR

ohjective.

It t~ theretore an honour for me to introduce draft resolution A/C.l/44/L.5,

on agenda item 49, entitled 11 Implement.lt,ion of General Assemhly resolution 43/62

concerning the signature and ratifictition of Additional Protocol I of the Treaty

for the Prohihition of Nuclear WeaponR in J...tItin America (Treaty of Tlatelolco) ".

The ~raft resolution iA sponsored hy the f~11owing StateA, ~ll of them par tieR to

thFt Treaty of Tlatelolcol thp- 13ahamaB, Barhao08, Bolivia, CORta Rica, the

Dominican Repuhlic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, HonduraA, Nicaragua,

PanalM, Paraguay, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Mexico.

The Preamble to the draft resolution referA to the 16 resolutions on the

signature and ratific.1tion of ArtcHtional Protocol I of the Treaty that Aince
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1967 have heen adopted hy the rJ8neral Aalllemhly. It emphaAhe,. that all that lA now

hClcinq i!t ratification hy just one of the States to w+'Iich Additional Protocol I 1111

open. That is why in the opera tive aection of the dra ft relolu tion the General

"once more urgea France not to delay any further 8uch ratific~tion, whiCh haa

heen reQue.ted 80 many time•••• "
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The CHAIRMAN, I nnw call on the representative of Egypt, who will

introduce draft resolution A/C.1/44/L.9.

Mr. FAfMY (Fqypt), I ha"e asked to IIpeak on the agenda item entitled

"Eatanl iRhment of a nuclear-weapon-free ,"one in the reg ion of the Middle East" in

order to introduce the draft rosolutil')n which TTr/ delegation iA Rponsoring on thiR

subject.

Since 1980 the General AAsemhly has conRi9tently adopted a resolution on this

subject without a vote. During tl'\1B period, the principles and parameterA

governing the establiRhment of such a zone have become more focused and further

crystallhed.

Last year, the General ARsemhly, in a reAol ution 43/65, took a further step

towards the realir.ation of this objective, which waA endorRed by all the members of

this body. In that resolution the AAsemhly mandated the Secretary-General to

undertake a study on effective and verifiable measures which would facilitate the

eRtabl1Ahment of a nuc16!H-weapon-free ?lone in the Middle East, thUR initiating a

process hy which the United Nations would he moving from the stage of

conceptualizing to that of ft'lcil1tating the implementation of itA goals.

Throughout this year we have been in contact with the Department for

Disarmament Afh irs, as have other parti.es, in order to assiRt the

Secretary-General in his endeavours. As a formal contribution, Egypt a190

Aubmitted its views as to what effective and verifiable measures would facilitate

this objective. These views are contained in document A/44/430. I should however

liKe to streAS that we helieve it to he of paramount importance that States of the

region which have not done so should adhere, as a matter of urgency, to the Treaty

on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. States of the region that have not

yet done RO, should alAo unilaterally Rubmit Ba their nuclear facilities to the
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Aafequ8rd system of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IABA), and conclude

fUll-scope safeguard agreements with the Agency.

Pending the tllk ing of such steps, the States of the region should issue solemn

d~clarationR to the effect that they support the establishment of a

nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East anti that they will not manufacture or

otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or nuclear expl09i\,e devices. The nuclear-weapon

States, on the other hand, 9hould iSRue declarations confirming their commitment to

paragraph 5 of resolution 43/65, to the effect that they will not take any measures

incoMiR' :mt with, or detrimental to, the estal'1li9hment of the zone. The

declarations hy the States of the region, as well as those issued by the

nuclear-weapon States, 9hould be submitted to the Secudty Cour.:::il which wouln, in

an appropriate manner, take note of them.

Furthermore, it would also be useful for States in the region to provide the

Secretary-General with'" compilation of their l'Iignificant nuclear facilities and

materiall'l, indicating whether they were cover.ed by I~E~ safeguards. On the other

hand, St"ltes outside the region should provide the Secretary-General with ~ list of

1'lignificant nuclear facilities, materials or components that they have exported to

the Middle EaRt.

Eqypt has also followed with keen inter.est the studies undertaken and

d",ci~ionR adopted hy t~EA in :xmnection with the application of safequard!l to the

Mi.tidle F.agt region. Tt i~ worth notinq that thil'l year the General Conference of

IAEA request.P(] the Director-~neral of the Aqency to contFJct the States of thp.

r~gion with FJ view to ensuring thp. applicAtion of IAEA safequards to FJll nuclear

fFJcilitie~ in thp. Middle East. We commend the study undertaken in this reqArd anti

t~e request made hy the General Confp.rence, A~d helieve that they constitute uReful

contrihutioM to the efforts of the Secretary-General in his ~tudy of effective and
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verif iahle measureR tl'lat would facilitllte the estahliAhment of a

nuclear-weapon-free ~one in the Middle East.

As iR clear from resolution 43/65, tl,e study requested of thA

Secretary-General iq to be suhmitted to the General Assembly ~t its forty-fifth

session. In anticipation of this study, we have decided to suhmit to the General

Assemhly at thiA session a draft resolution on the sUhject which essentially

reiterates the elements of last year's resolution. Draft resolution A/C.l/44/L.9,

which I have the pleasure of introducing today, reiterates the haRic principles

embodied in the preamhle and operative parts of hst year's resolution, as adopted,

except for minor updating and editorial changes which were warranted.

In the opera tive part we have replaced the paragraph of last year's resolu tion

calling for a study by another taking note of the Secretary-Generales progress

report pursuant to last year's resolu tion.

Mf delegation should like to take thi~ opportunity to urge interested parties

to submit their views on the subject to the Secretary-General in order to

fanilitate his work and enhance the content of the study we are to receive next

year. The only new element this year iA in the operative paragraP'l in which we

take note of the request made hy the General Conference of IAEA for consultations

hetween the Director-General of the Agency and the Sta tes of the Middle Eas t wi th a

view to the application of safeguards to their nuclear facilities. This is the

only new element in the draft anrt it is one on which we have consulted with the

parties concerned hefore submitting the draft. My delegatlon therefore hopeR that

thls draft resolution will he adopted withollt a vote, as haR heen the practice

since 1980.

The CHAIRMAN, 1 call on the representative of Mexico, who will introduce

draft reflolution A/C.l/44/L. 25.
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Mr. Ml\RIN BOSCH (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): The

comprehensive han on all nuclear tests has heen, and con tinues to he, the key item

in the debates on nucler disarmament in the First Committee. For more than thirty

years the General Assembly has been examining as an item of high priority the

urgent need for the cessation of all nuclear-weapon tests. The Assembly has

adopted more than 70 resolu tions on this item and in 8 of them it has s trong1 y

condemned such tests. More than thirty years after the inclusion of the item in

its agenda, the title seems somewhat ironic.

On 5 August 1963, in Moscow, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the

United States signed the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in

Outer Space and under Water. Three days later, on 8 August, it was opened for

signiture in Moscow, London and Washington and it entered into force on

10 October 1963. Today 117 States are parties to the Trea ty.

On l50ctober 1963 the First Committee began its consideration of the item on

the cessation of nuclear testing. The first speaker was Mrs. Pandit, the

representative of India, the country that had introduced the item in the General

Assembly in 1954. After congratulating the three original parties to the Treaty,

she stated:

"Though the Treaty was negotiated by the major nuclear Powers, the

Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament made a valuable contribution to the

preparatory work on the treaty." (A/C.l/PV.1310, p.3)

After lis ting the various sugges tions of the di fferent coun tr ies and groups of

countri@s in the Committee, Mrs. Pandit added:

"It is one of the great values of the Eighteen-Nation Committee that

preparatory work can be completed there, so that whenever the political

climate is favourah1e an agreement can he finalized at short notice." (l&!1.)
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On 27 No~ember 1963 the General Assemh1y adopted resolution 1910 (XVIII) by

104 votes to one, with three abstentions. The first preambu1ar paragraph of that

resolution is particular.ly important, because in it the Assembly stated that it was

"fully aware of i~~ responsibility with r.egard to the question of nuclear

weapon testing and of the ~iews of world public opinion on this matter."

(resolution 1910 (XVIII»

After noting with approval the partial test-ban Treaty the Assembly called

upon all States to become parties to that Treaty and to abide by its spirit and

pro~isions. Emphasizing the fact that in the preamble to the Treaty the parties

stated that they were

"seeking to achie~e the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear

weapons for all time and [were] determined to continue negotiations to this

end," (~.)

the Assembly requested the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on

Disarmament

"to continue with a sense of urgency its negotiations to achieve the

objectives set forth in the preamble of the Trea ty"

and to report to the Assembly

"at the earliest possible date and, in any e~ent, not later than at the

nineteenth session". (~.)

In other words the Assembly hoped that the "permanent cessation of all nuclear

tests" would he achieved in 1964.

Twenty-six years later we still do not have a comprehen?ive test ban treaty.

Twenty-six years later the Conference on Disarmament - the successor to the

Eighteen-Nation Commi ttee - has not e"en managed to agree on a mandate to begin the

nego tia tion of such a tr eaty. For many years we have been told that the problem

has been the verification of a ban on underground nuclear tests, but no one dares
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any longer invoke that argument. The problem now, a8 perhap8 it has always heen,

lA tt'le lack of politic"l will, and there the solution becomes delicl1te.

More than a quarter of a century after the entry into force of the parti"l

te.t-ban ~reaty the international community has, quite understandably, become

impatient with the pers1stent refusal of the original parties to t.hlt Treaty to

fulfil the ohUga tion wh ich they under took in the preamble to the Trea ty to seek

"to acht.ve the diseon tinuance of ,,11 test explos ione of nuel ear wellponA for

all. time, determined to continue negotiationa to ~h1s end, and desiring to put

an end to the eontamino1tion of man's envirQ'\ment by radioactive suhsUneeA."

(ENDC/l OO/Rev .1)

Recently, the impatience of the internat.ional community has r.esulted in the

initiative of 41 States parties to tt'le 1963 Trflaty to request, in IIcc:ordance with

article II of that Treaty, the oonvening of a conference to oonR1der an amendment

to convert the Treaty into a tre.?d~y Q'\ the complete prohibition of all nuclear

testA.

'rhus the draft resolution (A/C.l/44/L.25) I now have the honour to introduce

in the First Committee on behalf of the 36 State" sponsoring it, along with 'Ibgo

and Thailand, which have since lent their sponsorship. The draft consists of seven

preambular paragraphs and three opera tiva paragraphs.

In the preamble the General Assembly reiter.ateR itA conviction that

"a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty i~ the higheAt priority step towardA

nucl ear d iRarmament"

.. nd that, p&nding the conclusion of Auch a treaty,

"the nuclear-weapon Sta tea should f1uspeno all nuclear teAt explosions through

an agreed moratorium or unilateral morator.ia".
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AlRO in the pr eamhte, the dra ft re!lotu tion recDllR the ohUqa tions unde rtaken

hy the partiel! to the lQ63 'rreaty and r&ferA t(~ the Tre~ty'Pl article It and tl.'

General ARsemhly reAC'llltionR 42/26 Band 43/63 B on the Quftl!ltion adopted in 1987

and 1988 relpectiv(ily. Reference is alAO made to the important support qiven to

tt')e ir,i ti.,tivtI hy thtt Belgrade non-~1igned summit Conference in Septemher thiR

year.

Finally, the preamhle ~keA note that more than the r~Quired on.-thir~ of the

pa r ties hava reQues ted the conven 1ng of an amendment conterenca.

In itA firAt operative paragraph the draft resolution

"RecommendA that oS preparatory committee he estahlishe<i, open tl> ,,11

parties to the Treaty and that such a preparatory committAR meet trom 22 to

26 January 1990 to make an'anqements for the amendment cont.erence to he

convened for an initial two-to-three-week aeRAion in May/June 1990".

In the second opera Uve paragraph the dra ft reRolu tion

"ReauestA t.,. Secret"ry-General to render. the neceRsary aRAiAtance and

provide such serviceR, inclUding Rummary recordR, aA may he reqUirAd for the

amendment conference and itA preparatil')n".

Finally, the dra ft reAolu tion provideR for the inc1 118 ion of the i tern in tile

proviAional aqenda of the General AAsemhly's next AeA~ion.

The sponAors hopp. tt')~t the oth~r ~mherA of. thiA Committee will qive th~ir

resolutp. support to draft rp.Aolutic)n A/C.l/44/L.25, since it deals with a queetion

which concerns all of UA and which we mu~t all strive to reAolvp.. tt is our

intenti,)n to enter lntl) oonAul.tatir,nA in the oominq dayA with the other States

parties to the Treaty - includinq, o[ coursF!, itA depoAitary Governrnants. tn thh

connection we flhou.ld 1 ik~ to take advan tage of the good officeA of the Cha irman of

this Committee and to reQUeAt him to convene a t an eu ly dill ta a mee ting of all the
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parti... , in orcSer to faQiHtate our wor\( ancS to enllure the hellt pOlainle result ••

Our JlII in purpole 11 to strengthen the 1963 Tr.. ty through conorete actionl

demonltnting our willingne.. to aChieve full oompliance with 'All the pr.ovh,ion8 of

that important multUateral instrument.

We are aware that the task of amencSing the Treaty will not he an M.y one,

that i_ why we consider that the conferenoe that will examine amendment propoealll

Ihould have lIuffLcient time to .naure itR ~uoce8'.

We do not .e.1e oonfrontation with anyone. We have re.orbtcS to a mechanism -

or, if you will, a worlcing procecSure - provided for in the Treaty itRelf, one

whiah, in our opinion, Ihould offer. all State. parties a good opportunity to

expu,,_ their point" of view and to oonllider th18 Que~tion earefully. That LA why

WI have propoeed a fleKihle oalendar. for the oonference. It i8 not a ma~t.r of

having an isolatecS meeting in whioh States parti•• would have to make a

talce-it-or-llave-it de"illion r.egarding a 9iven text, it ill rather 4 proceas of

collective reflection on an item of high priority for all. That hi Why the draft

reRolu tion refen in i tll first Ol)eu tive paragraph to an ini till seRA ion of the

oonferenoe in May/June 1990. In other words, we are not wedded to the idea that

the oonferenoe Ihould hegin and end in 1990. In the light ~f th8 preparatory wor.~,

whioh we suggest 8hould take place 1n January of next year, ~nd of ~eciAionA

regarding the organization of tho conference, one could prolong or reduce the

lnitial ,"s010n. That lf1 why the draft refers to an initial two-to-three-week

leAAlon.

Allnw me here to make some oonmentR on certa in IMtterA of a practicd MturA.

Pirlt, t~ere i. the ouestion of where the conference Ahould he held. The RponsorA

conllider that Unibtd Nations 'Headquarters lA the appropriate venue for the

conferenoe and its preplr"tory worl<. 'iIlith regard to the tatter, we helieve that

one ~..k Ahould suffice to agre. upon, among other thingR, the rules of proc8dure
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of the conference, the comp()lllition of its hureau and of the committe•• it would

deem it neoe&saty to establi~h, the composition of the conference seoretariat, the

list of document" the Secretar ia t would be reQUe8 ted to prepare, the a.....m.nt (')f

the coatA of the conference and itA prep~ratoty committee and other organizational

I'IIItteu, including the pOllllible participa tion of Sta tea not yet parU.. to the

Treaty and ot non-governmental otqa"izations in due course.
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To "um up, the conference should h. divide" into and held in several "tages.

Given the nhtoty or the eHorts to cancl ude a comprehend"e nuclel\r-test han, it

WO'Jld not be very raalill tic to expect the conrerenee to IIch 1Iv. itA goal in I'l

single ~eBsion. ItA SUCC1S0 should he measured in termR of its ahility to clarify

podtions, identify ohRtmcles and offer sotutionA to e)(htinq problemA. It would

thus he advisable to enviAlge it aB put of IS hrolder multilateral effort hy the

parties to the pl\rtial tftBt-han Treaty to reach an agreement on a comprehenAive

teAt-han treaty.

Mr. KENYON (Unitf!d Kingdom) I tn connection with the Atatement we have

jus t hea rrt from the represen ta tive of Mexioo in troducing dr.a rt resolu t ion

A/C. 1/44/L. 2'3, t ~hould 1 ike to make the follow inq Bta tement nn hehalf of the

delegations of the United StlllteA, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom. The

('.IOvElrnments of the United States, the Union of Soviet SocialiAt RepUhlics and the

United Kingdorn are th/! three depo~dtorieR for the Treaty Banning Nuclear: Weapon

Tests in the AtmoAphere, in Outer 1=lpac~ and under Water. Having receivAd requests

from more t.han one th 1. rd of the p~r ties to the Tre", ty for a conference to consi dp,r

an amendment to the Treaty proposed hy the GovernmentA of Madco, Indonesia, Perll,

Sri Lanka, Venezuela ann Yuqofllavh, thp. three depoFlitory GovernlMntR, in

IIccordancp. with ~rtlcle It of the Treaty, have arranged to convene the ~aid

conference in r,pnp.va 8t 10 .... m. on '1\Ip.RdJly, A ,Janllary 19H, for a period of up to

two weeks. PnrmlJl notifiCAtion will hp made tn ,.,11 par-tieR to the 'rrei'lty through

dl.plolT1i~tic chann~lr.1.

PHOGRAMMF~ OF' WORK

'rh", CHAIRMAN, WI! have hetlrd ttlf~ hnt :lIf>P,llkar frH thiA rmrninq. 1 have

heen infc)rrned thllt thero t1re no apfMkerA inscrihed for thi~ afternoon or tortr>rr.ow.

Talci.ng that tnt'') ~~count and hei.u:inq in mind that time ooutd usefully he flat ilside

for the neceslll'ry conaultationCJ 0' t~lP. draft resolution.Cl that have hAen Ruhmitted,

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



JSM/td A/C.l/44/PV.26
17

(The Chairman)

I would suggest that this afternoon and tomorrow he devoted to consultations. If

there is no objection, I shall take it t~at the Committee agrees to this procedure.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 11.05 a.m.
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