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The United Nations (and, in particular, the Economic and Social Council) 

has the duty of promotiil.g "higher standards of living, full em:ployn;ent, 

and conditions of economic and so~ial :prog!ess and develo~ent", together 

vri th· "solutions of international economic, social, health and related 

problems". More specificall.y the Economic and Social Council (under 
' I 

Article 62) is permitted to make studies and reports, and recommendations, 

in these fields. Under Article 56 all members have :pledged themselves to 

take astion for the achievement of· these purposes. 
'\ 

Moreover, the Organization has the duty of co~ordinating the activities 

'and policies of the specialized inter-sovernmental agencies. Its role in 
' I 

this matter is beginning to take,sha~e, but so far we have not achieved much 

more than the basic legal framework. r 

The first report of the Preparatory Committee of the Conference on Trade 
,' 

and Errrploymen~ proposes important functions for the Economic and Socia~ 

Council which may well be emulated in other fields. It is proposed that the 
' / . ' 

Council be a point of reference for judgments on the employment policies 

and perfonnances of' member nations, and, mere gene~ally '·-on any question 

relating to international economic co~ope.ration. 
i 

~'s the need for this type of activity develops the Council will require 

inf'ormation and economic data basically different in nat~re and style from 

REt~ ieb~\la~Jid s udies and recommendations hitherto c{rstomary i~ this field. 
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It may be needed in connection with the consideration of a specific 11 case." 1 

s referred to_the·Council oy the L~ternational Trade Orgafiization, or more 

generally in connection with action the-initiative-for which springs from . . , 
\ 

the Council i-tself. In either case the need for speedy consideratfon and 

recommendation wil~ be of the'utmost importance. 

The Counci·f· (~'na the Commission) must therefore have at all times a 

comprehensive gra·f?P of the current economic. forces at work in' the world, and. 
' . . 

'1 ' • 

• of the economic situation which has been reached at any particu.~ar time. 

This.involves regular expert analyses of current trends in the world 
' ' 

. .. '" . . 
economic system. and their presentation ·in readily assimilable form. It seems 

alhio'st unnecessary to suggest that this work should"be brought to a :f'ocus 
., 
under· the aegis of this Cmro:n.issi0n. The basic studies and analyses on 

which the ~eports would be· fc.unded .• 
', \ 

hOi-lever. woul"d naturally. be performed . " 

by the specialized agencies and.the :beuartrnent o:f' Economic Affairs·of the . ' ... ) 

. . 
SE-cretariat, the latter being directly responsible for the .material finally 

submitted for the consideration of the Commissirn. 

:I:t is to be presumed that, work looking to such a re·s~i.lt has already been 
/ 

commenced b3' the Secretariat, but the Commission has not as yet had any 

. ' . 
opportunity of discussing it. I· therefore propose that the agenda for this 

' 
meeting be extended to include: 

Ln examination of the methocls ancl. form of reporting to the 

Economic and Social Council on: 

(a) current world economic trends, and conditions; and 
1 

(b) ·~'the pr6bable influence of the policies and activities 

• of other commissiO:ns ahd of specialized agencies" on the ,, . 
various economic, issues referred to the Commission. 

In the course of discussion·of this agenda item, it may be expected 

that 1an opportuni t;r would arise to' consider· tlie information and services 

/which 

' I 

. 
i 
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which the Commission will re'quire· from the Secretariat. The suggestions 

of 'the Nuclear Cormnis'eion on this matter were specia;lly commended to our 

attention by the fonner chainnan of the Nuclear Commission in the 

statement made to ns at our first meeting. 
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