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(Sub~itt~~ by-the Representative. of Brazil) 

I believe 'that_ the initia.ti ve for the devolopl:tent of any co1.<ntry or 
't 

s.rea·must come :er.tmax:,i].z. fl,"om,.the COU1ltry or area to-be developed; the 
. . . . . }' 

.,., developmer1.tal activities -to be carried out are 9J:lio.f).z the responsibility 
- ,. 
of the people and covermnents of the countrios_or uroas concerned •. 

... 
It seems to -me, novorthel~ss, that th~ Econonuc and Social Cottncil 

not only may, ~but; !!!lli3.!-; BUGCest s'!lch measuros as it deems uaeful or 

necessary for the.genoral welf~e_of all_nationo, endeavourinG, in 
I 

c?•oper~ti9n ·vrith th~ countries· or areas involved, ~.0 preser~t a complete 
• J J ... \ " ... , -

plo.n for the development of re~qurces, :transpor·t., energy, industries, etc. 
~\, .._. i .. J' ' ·•; ' 

I believe tho init~at~v.~- fo~ such' plans must be taken equally by the 
r 

t 

~ntorested· countries or areas and by· the ~conomic and Social Council, fully 

informed by the f)ecretar:i.o:t of the United Nc.tionc. 
J. ~ . 

By this I mean that the ZconorJ.c and Socia.l Council, takinc into 

accOimt the information and data f"L'U'nished b;r. its Secrotariat, can jud;:;e 

what crops, 'miner<ils, sources of enersy, etc., must be sti~1lated or 

ini~iated, fm.: the benefit of any pc.rt:~aular c.ountry or of all the countries 

of .the '·ror ld. ' . 

The Economic end Social CoUI?-cil1 then-!· will ".:>akc the initiative in 

presenting a comulote. J?l...§!! to the .sovorr,mcnts of tJ1ose countries or areas 

concerned. .In that plan, consid.eration ~ust be c;iven, not only to the 
l 

measu,res of technical help (surveys, statistic?-l w..alyses, economic 
r 

considerations and even the en.3asement of expo:r.--·i:is for local vork), but also 

/to tho filmncial 



. \ 

E/CN. l/29 .. 
Pace 2 

' .. 
\' 

to the financial measur~s, i·rhich must be taken jointly ,.,ith the International 

Bank, the Honetary Fund ~d othe:c. ag~ncies. N:eedless_ t? say 1 before such 

steps are taken by the Economic and Social Council, they must be approved 

p~r the count~· or area involved, which is pri:me.rily interested in the plans 
' I 

for its economic development. 

To ilJ.ustrate, I shall cite an e.Y.ample from,Brazil: I presume you 
I i. 

l.:nov that the production of rice in Brazil has increased enol:'lllousl;y in the , 
,., 

~)ast few· ~-ears, sd that 1 whereas formerl3· 'tve vrere im1)orters of that crop 
1 

we are nov e:xportcrs of it. Durin(:; the last war 1 • ot1r e:x:?orts of rice have . 

• 
helped someirhat to m:lnimize the scarcity of that c;rain, ,.,~1ich is ·the main 

-, .f 

d~.et of a -~reat Ilart of the vrorld po:;?ulation. 
I ' . This meaps simplJ" that 

I 
~ 

.Brazi1 has the nec~scary facil:~t:Lcs er.d cond.itions to 3rovr rice, on a Great 

scale, 
'I • 

But nm·r let us suppose that in the future, afte~ the r_eturn to normal 
. / 

times 1 the jp .A. 0. find.s 1 after apal;;·sis of datljl. ;furnished b3· tho Commissions 
l 

or Depc..rtments concerned 't·rith o.emocraphic questions, that there vii.l ·oe a 

l.':'Lce sho:rta::;e beca1;1.se of an increase in demand ( chiefl;r an increase in the - . ; 

m'mber, of mouths to be fed). If, th~ID, the F.A.O. concluded that the areas 
I \ 

~?la~ted ~ith rice, or their ,V-~~ ~ ~~ were insui';licient for' the 

consumption ~ es:7eciaJ.1;· in the -East and Far K~st, ~There rice is a basic 

food anci the increase of po:9ulation is high, it 1vould j_:rr.meCl.iatel~ inform the 1 

Economic and Social Council. The Economic and Social Council, without delay, 
~·· 

uonld make its studies anci plo.ns for c:~qJandinc the proo.uction of rice 

throuc;hout the vrorld-:· 

',rhe· :;len presentee. b~· the Economic and Social Cottncil for vorld use, 
I 

uould l)e like that :c)roposed for the United States by Professor ·Schultz, of 
': ' I,' '• ' ' 

the Universit~· of Io~·ia, in his book, Fal:'lll Policy. The Economic and Social 
I 

Ootmcil, takinc into account the data furni~slied to· it 1~y the F,A,O. i:ind 

other acencies, covernmental or non-governmental, vroulo. present a 
t 

~roGramme for the countries OQ' ereas in which rice could be gl~ovm 

econamicaJ.ly. 

/It is obvio\.lS 

,, 
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with the, I-nternationar· Bank and the Monetary•Fund. or any other agencies 
, . 

w:qich would .have a special interest. I refer·to· the' problems 
I 

arisinc out· 

Of .financing transports'; woioks Of irrigat'ion, vThen necessary 1 buying .. of 
I 

fertilizers 'ir:\: bulk:, c·etc· .... It seems "to me, that such e plab would be 

welcomed by the governments of the countries or areas interested in 
l'l 

"" producing or 'C<;>"nsuming 'riB~fl.!,. 
- ' ' 

Perhaps ·auch steps ·vr6uld at' least l.-5sse'n; if. not .avert, a ckrisis of' 

under.fprdduction ·of so· iin1>9rtant a ere.in. 

Such cr'i'entatif'n of the· Ec-onomic and Social Council' wottld be; I feel, 

very'· useful ·tn fighting ·hunger, eo ending one of. "the evils that, in these 

times, it· is. no loneer poosibl.e to tolerate. •' 

Summing u-p, it· seems ,to ~me that the .mission, of the Eoohomic and 

Social ConneD. io to fit ,national claims: tnside the international frame. 

The'Fcono.m:tc and. Social• Council must co-ordinate all the measures deemed -
good for. that·. purpose. I .:should· like ~to ·oay that the Economlc and 

Social Council can. be of., :great· aesist~ri.ce, inside the· uni vereai 

. . : frame-vrork, in carrying out national pl~::na for ecoriofn.ic. development·. 

The Economic• and Social Council~ (and no~ orily may) .have' enough ,-
0 I 

power to take the first steps in .:economic development, 'in' a broad ehd 

~raotical manner, arld~'must not ~e limited to preparing plena requested 

by the .governments. . i 

· I beg permission, then; to sugeest; according· to th'e feeftng bf this 

Commission as it seems to me: . .. 
·(~) That the Secretariat .set up (1)· a special Departttcnt for 

\ ' I ,.. 

studies~ conc~rning(<records fo.L·ecastinc, as was 'suggested by the 

Delf?ga te· for. Austra.lia, Mr. \·lila on; ·and ( 2) , nnother Department 

"' ' 
fo~ the study :of plans for ec~:momic develorment in general. 

' 
(It misht· 1>e conveni:ent 'to have one of these.·bepartments for 

' each of the principal geograiJhi.c regions. This is a detail.)_ 
h' ' v ,. 

/(b) Such, 
v 
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(b) Such Dep~rtmer,lts w.o~ld, be provided w1 th data ma·de available. 

I., 

by the Governmental·agen~ies and other in.stitutions,'both public ... 
~ . ~ . 

and private. Especially linked.to them would be the F.A.O.,· I'.M.F., 
. 

and .. the I.B., 'One of their particular ,objects·· of ettenti'on ~rould .. . ~ . ' \ " . 

be .the uninterrupted; col!tinual exam;tnation ~f the .areas, intended . 

,for the production of ... food ar1d ravt.materi'als ,. since the disequilibrium 

in the purchasing power of these -products ,'•in relation to that of 
" • \ H .. ~ 

indust:;_ial products, ,.has ·consi'derable influence' on: world economy, 

generating a vtcious circl.e 'of unem:ployme~t in; the .o.industri'alized 

countries or a.reEis ,'. and· 'over-proC'J.lction .in 'the• beckwardt·ones. 

(c) .. If· tte Econcinic· and SocfaJ: Council·percei ved' any .s'ign of the 

under or over-production of primary products, ·chiel'ly of.' the . 
I "' 

, agri'cul tural one's (and·, among thes'e, ·chiefly t:1e' :perennial or 
' ' 

S~?mi-perennial crops),, illl!lfediately a study WOUld oe undertaken, 

'taking into· corisideratfon all 't:_he sid.e·s· ofl the' problem ( L e. , the 
I. ~ 

economy of t}1e product, the areao· concerned, .w·hether they be 
' .. ./ 

(" 

producers or cons~ers 'oX: th~ said produc_t, etc~). 

(d) ~h.o Economic and·c:ocial Cotrr.cil,~.so inform'ed by. the Secretariat, 

would.. axpress its ,poin~s: of viei·r to .. the countries. or areas concerned, 
~ .. .. ... ,. 

offering a complete .p:I_an.to cope with the:over or under:..consumption, 

as ?the •cnse may _be. That .plan would include, ·r ·stress once I!l?re ,. 

meastll:'es taken. jointly with the inter-governmental -agencies. ; ·· 
~ . . .) 

(e) 
., 

The action' qf.; the Economic •~,;nd.Soqial''Co_uncil•'would not be 

' 

limited to maintainipg equilibrium between the· supply.-and demand , 
. ; 

' 
o:f. e~sential fdodstuffs~ and ~:raw.:·ma'terfais that enter into .. 

... 
internat~:onal trade; the Ec'onomic and. ;Jocial•"Council .must al3o 

' ' .. ' . . ,\ . ' ' 

·'draw the plans for ·devel,epm:ent.;in genera~,r 1~.·e:; the development 
' 

of,~ re·sources, ne-.1 staples, nev raw mater~als ,. sources of 
\ 

o~\ ·energy ,<tr~nsport ,. establishmen't c)f. new industries' et~. ' 

I • 
1 • /In order 

. .. 
1 

;1 
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!n order that the Economic and Social Counqil might ,undertake such 

[I ,,, ' I 

·a g.l;'eat task, it would, of course; have to be in ;permanent contact with a 

similar organ of economic centralization in each country, whose functions 
I 

would be to co-ord~nate, within the country, the economic and
1

social 

measures which the Economic and Social Council took in the international 

field. 

I should like to sugg~st, conse~uently: 

(a) That every Member country which at present does not possess such 

a co-ordinating agency, should create one as a par~ of whatever 
l 

governmental Department seems the most appropriate. That agency. 
I 

would co-ordinate everything related t6 the Economic and Social 

v) Counctl. · TbtoQg:Q. 1 t, the Economic and Social Council would send 

... 

and receive·the inform~tion, data and all nece~sary documenta7ion ~ 

f~r judging the proposals~ planiJ and single mt;Jasures referred to 
I ' 

above~ That agency would not be limited to the provision of 

information but, also, would provide.technic~~ and administrative 

assistance to the Economic and Social Council. 

(b) ~he Secretariat would estcblish the general terms to be adopted 

by the.Member countries for making as nearly uniform as possibJ.:e 
.. 

the data and methods of econom1c analysis. In this way, .maximum 

efficie~cy would be attained i~ the comparison of the economic 
\ 

' .. condi tiona 'of the different cou~1.tries • 

" ' I stress the necessity of drawing up a ~n plan, that is to 

say, a linking of governmental action in each country to the action of the 

Economic and Social Council, I pres~e that this linked action of the 
I 

Econom;ic and S,ocial Council with each country separately offers the sure 
' ' t ,j 

means of reaching the proposed goal, which is the general economic 

sdevelopment of'the world. 

I should like to;prcsent these few considerations in writing, in 

a more comprenensive forme 

.~ 

(Sgd) J. GUIMlillAES 

J. Nunes Guimaraes 

Representative of ~razil 

Economic and ~n~loymcnt Commission 

l 

• 


