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, I believe that the initiative for the devolopment of any country or
Lo
X »

area must come primarily from the country or area to-be developed; the
CA o 1'} -
_developmental activitles to be carried out are chiefly the responsibility

% »
of the people and jovermments of the countrics or arcas concerned,

It seems to me, ncvertheless, that the Aconomic and Social Council
- . . . " i - ‘
not only mey, but mugt, suggest such measures as it deecms useful or
b}

, necessary for the.genoral welfare of all nationu, endeavouring, in

co-operation vith the countries or areas involvcd to present a completo
S \ . wa

plan for the developmept of reﬁources,;tranSporn, encrgy, industrles, etec,

- . 9, B

I believe the 1n1t1at;ve for uuch plans must be taken equally by the
¥
interested countries or arcas and by the iconomic and 800131 Council, duly

- [
-

informed by the Secretarigt of the United Nationc,
< -

-

.

By this I mean that the Zecononic and Social Council, taking into

account ‘the Information and data furnished by its Secretariat, can judge

what crops, minerals, sources of energy, etc,, must be stimilated or

initiated, for the benefit of any porticular country or of all the countries

" of the world.

-

The Zconomlc end Sacial Gouncil, then, will take the initlative in

o

»

preséhting‘a complete plan to the .govermments of those countries or areas

N : N
concerned, In that plan, consideration must be jiven, not only to the
measures of technical help (surveys, statistiogl analyses, ccononic
considerations end even the engagément of exporis for loc;l work), but also

i

/to the finsncial
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to the financial measures, which mﬁéﬁ be teken Jointly with the International
Bank, the Monetary Fund and other‘ggéncies. Ngedléss to say, before such
steps are taken by the Econcm?p and Social Council, they must be approved

by the country or area inyolveq, which is primerily interested in the plans
Tfor its economic develoéméﬁt.

To illustrate, I shall cite an erample from,Brazil: I presume you
. ;o i
lmow that the production of rice in Brazil has increased enormously in the
L]

vast few rears, so that, whereas formerl; we were importers of that crop,

we are novw exporters of i1t. During the last war,. our exoorts of rice have.

1 A .
B ¥
helped somevhat to minimize the scarcity of that grain, which is the main
. - . <
dlet of a great part of the world population. This means simply thet
H f
5 " ‘ ’ )
Brazil has the necescary facilities and conditlions to syow rice, on & great

- *

\

scale,
: . ¥ ,
But now let us suppose that in the future, after the return to normal

N -

times, the F.A.0, finds, after analysis of data furnished by the Commissions

A

i ) . -
or Departments concerned with demographic questions, that there will be a

rice shortase becanse of an increase in demand (chiefly an increase in the
- N L ]

$

number, of mouths to be fed). If, then, the F.A.0, concluded that the areas

Dlanted with rice, or their yield per acre, were insuiiiclent for™ the

cansumption - esvnecially in the -Fast and Far E.st, wherc rice is a bdsic

-

food and the increase of population is high, it would irmediately inform the:

*

N J
Economic end Social Council. The Economic and Social Council, without delay,

. a i .
would malke its studies end plons for expanding the production of rice

&
i

throughout the worlds-
The- nlan presented by the Iconomic and Social C?dncil for vorld use,
vould be like that proposed for the United States by Professor ‘Schultz, of

the Universit; of Iova, in his book, Farm Policy. The Econcmic and Social

1

Council, taking into account the data furnished to it by the F,A,0. and

other agencies, govermmental or non-governmental, would present a

: .
nrogramme for the countries or areas in which rice could be grown

economically, v ‘
| - - , /It is obvious

i
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It is.obvioug that the 'financial measures would be enalyzed in common

with the«fnternationaI:Bank'ahd»the Monetary ‘Fund or any other agencies

vhich would Have a special interest, I refer to the problems arising out:
f
of .finencing transports, works of irrigation, when necessary, buying.of
\1 ’ -~ . . v - - N .
fertilizers 'in bulk, etc., It seems to me, that such & plah would be
a. - ! : /

welcomed by the goveérnments of the countries or areas interested 1%

v ‘ . ] b > / ' !
«= producing or ‘consuming riges, B

Y .

Perhops auch steps wéuld at’ least ldssen, if not dvert, a drisis of

0

underfprdduction'éf so important a grein.' . - ;
Such- crientation of the Econcmic end Soclel Council would be, I feel,
very useful in fighting hunger, so ending one of.‘the evils that, in these
rtimcs, it i1s.no longer pocsible %o tolerate. -
Sumbiing uyp, it seems to:'me that the“mission/of the Econonic and
Social Council is td fit national claims*iﬁs;de the international frame,

The Fconomic end Social Council must co-ordinate all the measures deemed

1

good for that.purbose. T .ghould like ‘to cay that ths Fconomic end
Social Council can be oﬁﬁgréht‘assisténce,‘inBidé the universal
 Tramework, in carrying out national plans for ecoﬁoﬁic~devélopménﬁ; -

The Economic*and Social Council must (and not orhly may) have' enough ¢

¢ /
power tokfake the first steps in .economic development, in'a broad esnd

practical manner, and must not Ve limited to preparing plens requested

! " by the governments. o

- I beg permission, then; to suggest; according to the feeiing of this
' i

Cormission as it seems to me: )

-

'(a) Thet the Secretariat .set up (1) a special Departﬁcht for
stuﬁies;cdncgrningﬁrecords forecasting, as was suggested by the

Delegate: for. Australia, Mr. Wilson; ard (2) crnother Department
%4 f

for the study of plans for econcmic development in generzl,

(It might be convenient to have c¢ne of these,Departments for .

vt each of the principal geographic regions. This is a detail.)'

¥ E]
»
)

, L /{b) sﬁc{b



-

E/CN.1/29 = . - , 8
Page 4

S f
(b) Such Depgrtments would be provided with data mede available -

t

by the Governmental agencies and other institutions,’both public

]

and private, Especially linked to them would be thé F.A.0., T.M.F.,
anqﬂi@f I.B.. 'Cne of their particular objects-of attention would .
be .the uninterrupted; continuel examination of the.areas. inténded .

Jor the production of:food arnd raw”materials,‘sinée the disegquilibrium

in the purchasing power of these products,/«in relation to that of
industg}al products, pas-conéiderable influence on’ world economy,

generating a vicious circle of unemployment in. the.lndustrialized |

7

countries or areas ) and-'over-prcduction.in ‘the* backwardtones,
(c) . If the Econcimic and Social Council-perceived eny.sign of the

under or over-production of ‘Primary products, chiefly of the .
> i ¢ rm ¥
* sgricultural ones (and, among these, chiefly tue’ perennidl o¥

semi-perennial crops), immediately a study would be undertaken,

‘taking into corisideration all the sides' of!the problem (i.e., the
. Y \ -~
economy of the product, the ereds concerned, whether they/be

A S

r
producers or consumers of the said product, etc.). '
(d) The Economic and:-Social Council; .so informed by the Secretarist,

would express its ,points;of ﬁiewlto,xhe couritries. or areas concerned,

‘

., offering a complete plan: to cope with the:over or under;conSuﬁétionh
as «the rcase may be. That plan would include, 'I stress once more,,
measurea_takeggjointly with the inter-governmental agenciles, e
(e) The action?qf;the Econcmic end.Social™Councilewould not be

limited to maintaining equilibrium between the‘supply:aﬁd demand. -

14

of essential foodstuffs: and Yaw:meterials that enter into

international t%ade; the Edonomic:and.SociaIVCQuncil,must also
“draw the plans for -develorment.in general) #1e:; the develdpment

of .new resources, new staples, new raw materidls,. sources of
N

ofienergy,. transport,. eftablishment of nevw industries, etc. !

X . .
. ' s b . - [ -

/In order
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In order that the Economic and Soclal Council might undertake such

‘a great task, it would, of course, have to be in permanent contact with a

similar organ of economic centralization in each country, whose functions

would be to co-ordinate, within the country, the economic and’social

"y measures vhich the Economic and Social Council tock in the international

*

field.

t
4

(a) That every Member country which at present doei not possess such

I should like to suggest, conséqueﬁtly:‘

4

a co-ordirating agency, should create one as a part of whatever

H

, goverrmental Depariment seéms the most appropriate. That agency:

would co-drdinate everything relatod to the Economic and Social

o  Council.,” Tnrough it, the Economic and Social Council would send

and receive-the information, date and all necegsary documentation

fer Judging the proposals; plani and single measures referred to

{

above, That agency would not ve limited to the provision of

information but, also, wouldrprovide.technicdi and administrative

asslstance to thé Economic and Soclal Council,

4

(b) The Secretariat would esteblish the general terms to be adopted

by the.Member countries for making as nearly uniform as possible

the data and methods of economic analysis., In this way, maximum

efficiency would be attained in the comparison of the eccnomic

~ conditions bf the different countries.‘

Al

~ TI stress the necessity of drawing up a ccmmon plan, that is to

!

say, a linking of govermmental action in each country to the action of the

Economic and Social Council, I presume that this linked action of the

. §
Economic and Soclal Council with each country separately offers the sure

]
means of reaching the proposed’ goal, which is the general economic

. "develcpmentwof‘the world.

1.

I should like to prcsent thege few considerations in yriting, in

e more compreliensive form,

{

(Sgd) J. GUIMARAES
J. Nunes Guimaracs

*

Representative of :Brazil

Tconomic and Employmont Conmission



