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The President of the Economic and Social Council has the hbnour 

to communicate to the members of the Council the following letter 

from the representative of France on the proposed amendment of the 

rules of procedure of the Economic and Social Co1mcil: 

FRENCH REPUBLIC 

Mr. Charles MALIK 

President of the Sixth Session of the 

Economic and Social Council 

of the United Nations 

Dear Sir, 

12 March 1948 

The French delegation has had diatributed tu the memb0rs of the 

Economic and Social Council a proposal for the l'·Wision of its rules 

of procedure. The proposal includes various provisions regaJ~ing 

the preparation of the agenda for the Council's sessions and Lhe 

functions of the Agenda Committee, As you are aware, the French 
• 

delegation suggests that the Agenda Committee be given a more 

important stat'us and that the number of its members be accorc1jngly 

increased. 

These proposals will not be discussed until the next session 

of the Council, but the French delegation feels that there iCl 

objection to the Agenda Committee functioning on the lines 

suggested in the French proposal at the Council's next sessi~n. 

~·here is nothing in the present rules of procedure to preven·L this; 

and the French delegation would accordingly ask you to study the 

suggesti•n and, Bhould you think it a good one, to bring it h;fore 

the Agenda Committee when it meets on the eve of the Seventh nession. 

The Agenda Committee, of which you aro Chairman, would ihus be 

able to propose to the Council at its first meeting how to Ol',""anize 

FRENCH 

its ~urk so as to ensure that it will be transacted more exp0"1itiously 

/and under 
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'-' nd urcder more favourable cor~di tions. The Committee might, for 

instance, place the ~uestions su1:mitted for inclusion in the agenda 

in a r"m1~ler of r.ategories: 

MRtters to be dealt witt. in accordar..cA with previous procedure. 

These ac:'3, mainly, im:r;orta11t ~uestions of political iliterest rP~uiring 

preliminary discussion in the notcnc:l. 

Matters to be referred directly to the various committees 

without preliminary discussion in the Colrrlcil so as to gain time 

and reduce the number of pler..ary meetings of the Council and the 

resultant expenses. 

Matters which, without preliminary discussion in the Council, 

could sim:r;l;r lP referred to a specialized agency which would "be 

re~uired to re:r;ort on tr"em to the Council. 

Ma-tters which are of n0 particular urgency and could be postponed. 

* 
* * 

The Council has on several occasions ruled that the only ~uestions 

whi0h should be included in the agenda of a session are questions of 

¥hicr. :rr.embers have been notified six weeks in advance of the first 

:'Ileeti:r..g. 

This rule is particularly important for allowing Govern.'llents to 

study ~uestions sulmitted to the Council. In certain cases exceptions 

to this rule have been allowed which were not justified by 

considerations of proven urgency. 

'l'Ye French delegation is particularly desirous that the Agenda 
I 

Cnr.mi ttPe should in this resrec.t be governed by tt;e rule laid down by the 

8our..cil. As it is already clear that the agenda for the Seventh Session 

will be very heavy, it is particularly necessary that an effort should -

be made to avoid including on it ~uestions the examination of which by 

the Ccuncil could conveniently be deferred. 

* 
* * 

If the Agenda Ccrr~ittee agreed to this procedure, and these 

proposals were approved by the Council at its first meeting, the 

result would be, in the view of the French delegation, a great 

improverr.ent in our methods; and we should be able, in tr_e time at 

our disposal, to deal with the very heavy agenda f"or the Seventh 

/session. 
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(signed) T. de Clermont TorJlerre 

for Pierre Menaes-France 


