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STATEMENT ON INTSRNATTIONAL CONVENTIONS BY THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL ASOOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS APPROVED
BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 27 JUNE 1952

"Phe aspiretions of many people in the world for a better life, with higher
living standards and cultures command the support of all men of good will, The
Hational Assoclation of Menufacturers believes that these worthy aims can only be
achileved through voluntery co-operation by free men which resulis in moxe
production of goods and services at prices which an sver-increasing number of
people can afford end preseyves the Ipeedom and dignity of the individual,

Hmrever; the Asgociation is concerned with the recent tvend tovward the use of
international conventions as a dsvice to advance these objectives, These
conventions, drai'ted by international bodles and having the forece of treaties, are
presented {0 governments for ratificotion sg binding obligpiions with respect to
internal affairs,

It is recognized that there are many matters which can properly be the
subject of international conventions. They deal with the velationship of a
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netional oy his government to foreign citizens or thelr governments, such as for:
exemple aviation, potents and copyrighite, shipping, the mails and cables.
Inteynotionsl conventions ghould be restricted wholly to subjects in the field of
Internationel relations and meny of these could more properly be negotlated as
bileteral syyvemsnto,

Az & principle of universel epplicotion it must be seid thet it is manifestly
improper and Imposcible for an internatlonsl group to formulate conventlons having
the dlmity end effect of fopmesitic legisletion spd which affect the relationshin
o en individual %o hie povermment end hie politicsl, scoclal and economic
enviromment, that z-‘z;m adapiebls Lo the roguiremente of countrles ofifering an
infinite veriety of wlitiﬁal, socisl und ecomoulc structures.
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