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The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is

cireulated in accordance with paragraphs 22 and 23 of Council resolution
288 B (X) :
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It is with real concern that the Women's International League for Peace
and Fresdom took note 'of ths rocommendation of the ad Hoe Committee on the
Crganization and Operation of the Council and its Commissions that the Sub-
Commission on the Prevention of Diserimination and the Protection of Minorities
be discontinued =nd thzt its work be transferred to the Commission on Human
Rights,

The WILPF has repeatedly oxpressed its regret that meetings of the Sub~
Cormission were often caneelled, shifted azbout or not provided for at all in the

calondar of confloaroencoes,
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Despits those obstaclus the Sub-Comnission hes, during the threo scssions
go far held, made considorablo progress in appraising the diverse and world-wlde
problems with which it hos to deal and in working out possible solutdions on

the besis of cortain genoral principles.

The Sub-Commission has beon considered by the WILPF as particularly
important, composcd ns it is of experts representing the whole body of the
United Natiuns rather thon notionzl pgovermmonts - oxperts who, ns a group of
individuals sclectod begause of thelr interust in and understanding of the
problons involved and uninfluenced by notional concorns and considerations, seom
highly qualified to discuss and recommend effective meesurcs for the prevention

of discrinminstion and the proteetion of minorditioes.

The dissolution of the Sub-Commission would scon to justify tho ecomplaints
of thosu who placed thelr entire trust in the United Nations and arc now feeling
&

increasingly discouraged and abandoned,

The WILPF is coger to see the Unitoed Netions continue active leadorship
in the fight agninst discrimin:tion and for the protoction of minoritics whorever
and for whatover ronsons thoy feel unprotocted.

While fully apprecicting tho desire for ond noed of economy in tho oporation
of the United Nations, it scuas thut hore a more importont issuc is et steke:
the duty to provide adequate measurcs for tho offective protection of humen
beings,

The WILPF doubts thot the Commission on Human Rights, occupled as it is and
as it will be for some time to come with drafting o Covonant on Human Rights,
will be able to find the timc nccesscry to concentratc on this task which is s
urgent and ong of tho vital factors in establishing snd naintaining » just and
durable poace.

For the reascns given above the WILPF carnestly hopes that the
recomnendation of the id Hoc Commitbos will not be accepted,





