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Statements submitted by the World Power Confer ence , a non-governmental 

organizat ion in categorz B consultative status 

The Secretary- General has received the following two statements which are 

circul ated in accordance with paragraphs 22 and 23 of Council r esolut i on 

288 B (X). 
4th July 1950 

I. The World Power Conference (WPC) requests the Economic and Social Council not 

to accept the recommendation of the Council NGO Committee , that the Conference 

(which at present has Category B consultati ve status ) 11 be placed on the r egister 
I 

of tl).e Secretary-General" . (E/ 1697) , 

T~ WPC was founded in 1924. It has at the present time 36 member-countries~ 

in 34 of which ther e are National Committees , The number of member-countries 

i s expected to be i ncreased to 38 when action has been t aken on applications f or 

admission to membership from two f urther countries at a meeting of the 

I nternational Executive Council to open in London on lOth July 1950. Provisional 

Nati onal Committees have been constituted in the two countries in question, vi z . 

Israel and Iceland. 

The National Committees of the WPC consist of representatives appointed b.Y 
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governnent.departi:lcnts, lea'Mled tmd professional instituti ons and t:\anufact.urers' 

associations, concerned with the getting ~d prcp~ration of fuels and the 

generation end utilisation of power. It is wished to str ess that, in accordance 

with its constitution, the UPC is concerned with econor:tic es well as with technical 

aspects. For example, at t he Fourth Pl enary 1:.Jorld Power Conference opening in 

London on l Oth Ju~, 1950 (at which nearly 1>600 del egat es end ne~bers will be 

present fron 46 countri es ) consid(.rat i on will be given to 157 papers sutci.ttcd 

b.1 2S of the National Co~ittccs of the Conference ~ Tht sc p~pers have been 

prepar ed in conformity with a Progr~~e, approved at a nccting of the Inter­

national Executive Council (the gov e:.rning Body of thu Confer ence) held a.t 

Stockholn in 194S . The Frogrnmnc includes nnong its directives the statement 

that papers shoul d deal with tho ocononuc aspects of the Theme of the Fourth 

Worl d Power Conference, which is: 11 World Energy Rcsour c.cs and the Production 

of Power " . 

It is also wished to stress the f nct t hat, despit e its tit·le (World Power 

Confer ence ) the WPC engages in ~uny activities in addition to the organisation 

of periodic~l Pl enary and s~ctio~il Confer ences . Its National Co~dlttees and 

Ccntml Office (Sec!"et ?.riat) a r c pcrr.w.ncnt bodics1 e.v<:'.il.:tbl0 at all tir.tcs for 

consultation within their spher e of ccrr.petence .. To ncntion one activity only: 

the \·lPC · I?Ublishes a Stt--.tisti cal Ye~r-book which is the authoritative book ot 

r ef er ence within its fiel d, r.nd which docs not dupli c:-.tc with any publicntion 

issued by the Unit ed Naticns or other authoritr.ti ve body o 

The WPC is concerned with, and is broadly r epnsenk.tive of , four gr eat 

industri e: s which lie ~.t th e; r oots of +,~-: !!1:-.tcri~.l civilisa.tion of the vrorl d , 

viz. electri city, cocl, oi l and gas , It is espcci~lly concerned with their 

8conomico-technical ~spects (as alrc~dy stressed) and with t heir i nt er­

r el ationship . 

Th~ \'/PC claims thut its qunlific:~tions for C..".t cgory B consultative atd us 

corrLspond perfectly with th0 criter i on Ljid down in p~~~gr~ph 16 (~) of the 

Resolutions adopted qy the Council on 27 Febru~ry 1950 (E/1646), i n that it has 
11 a special co!':'lpet ence in11 and 11 i s conccrn(;d specifically wit h, only a f ew or the 
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fi-.;lds of <·ctivit~· ce>v-.:r"'-'ci ·,,y ~r:~ Council 11 • Tb; inpr"'ssion hc.s btl~;;n obtained 

th~t th;.; or0:. ni:c.c:.tions c..l::"i t!·k Jvcr'-'t<:ry-G"n""r:;l 1 s r~;;.)st..,r will normo.lly be 

c:.mc.~rn'-'d. with :: sine,;h fLld of ,Jctivity. 

It is not wish;;d to r::.ck" compr~risons which mi ht bE.. d>;;emt:d invidious. It 

is hmlvVL;r d~:;: sired to point out:-

... Thc.t thL..ru is :. JE:Lt pr.._pond"r::nc" of orc_;·.nisntions with Cntr;c,ory B 

consulk.tiv'" st<::.tus, whos<.: coac~rn is 11/ith thu soci::l.l rn.th0r th::m, as 

is the i•'C, witi~ thv economic .:::ctiviti"-'S of the:: Council. 

B. That n l.':lr "'..; ;.;ru portion of th...: non-~,ov..::rrun(.:ntal orjmisa tions, ~ich 

cr"' not r . .;comm<::nd~;;d for tr~.nsf<Jr to the Sucr"'tary-General 1 s list, hc.ve 

much nc.rrOlv"'r fields of comp.::tenc" thc.n thv .i.rC. 

C. Th::t very feH non-'-'ovurnm,.mt2l or c::.misc..tions hc..ve tlffective Nn.tional 

Conu;.ittve:s in :ts 1:1arzy countrit:is o.s th..::: .rrc. 

D. Thc.t ,;ood usv hns b~.;<.:n 111:ld'-' by th"' )I~)C of its Cct..: 0 ory B consulto.tive 

st;::tus. Thu follm<~in,; ar"' ex~:r:l_tJlLis only, sincE: thur~.;; hns bet:n 

continuous contnct b(.;tWG'"'n th'"' ;r?C and tho i;conomic <>..nd Social Council, 

Conr,titte~;;s of th ... Council :.nd thu SucNtD.ric.t:-

(i) Thti iv'PC c.cc~.;pt~;;d c:n invitation to assist in th~;; pr~.;pa.ration of the 

Pro~rc.Ilrl~;; of th" Unit..;d IJetions :Jci,.mtific Conferenc~ on the 

Cons.::rvation L~nd Utilisation of :rt;.;sourcGs (UN3CGUR) conv~n~d by the 

Econorr.ic c.nd Socic::.l Council. Th~:; vfiC D.cc~pted an invitction from 

tht: St.~cr~;;tc.ry-Gcn'i;lro.l of th.., United ~Ltions to arranb"" for the 

pNpc.ro.tion of t" papur for pr!;'lsuntation at this Conference and to 

arrt:!.n~e for thu c.ttundonce of r .... pr<:Jst:nt.:J.tiv~s. Sir Harold Hartley, 

who led th.;; United Kin.;dom D"l<.olt;c.tion to UNSCCUR, was also pr~:~sent 

in his capacity c.s Chnirr.lan of thv Intornationc.l Executive Council 

of th;;; vJFC. 

(ii) The ;we wc..s consulted ovt~r th~ proposal to estc.blish Unite.:d Nations 

H;;;se;::rch Laborntori<Js, and tht: IntcrnatioM.l ZX,.;cutive Council 

adopted a R~solution on th~ subjvct, tht.~ text of which wns 
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communicated in .:1 l ette r d:..t ~d 4th ,;.u .. -ust 1949. 

(iii) Sincl:3 th.: f •)uncintion of th~ Power C munittee of ECE , t he ·,.rpc ho.s been 

r eprusentcd by en Obs~rvar. Th~;e has been consult~tion with ·the 

Power Commi·~tee ovt;! r stati:stico.l qu<::stions and, at the r~ut:st of · 

t he Secreta:7iat of ECE, tht; WPC pr~part:d u. bi blio.;r n.phy on 

l (;;!gisl ation affecting the use f or po~r purpos~s of int~rnational 

wat erways a;~ lent th(;;! Secret ariat a lar~e numb~r of publicati~ns . 

(iv) The Secrcta::-y-w nor J.l of t he Uni t (;;!d Nations has demonstrat ed. hi s 

inter est in the work of the W'.r:'C by desigootin~ c.n Observc-: r t o 

at tend the Fourth i-IPC. 

(v ) Continuous •:ontact with the Secretaria t at tht; Tomporary H·.!t..d­

quarters ha:1 been ma.intained by the appointmE;nt by th~ Int er­

national Ex•!cutive Council, WPC, of a Consultant: Mr. He.r ol d C. 

Dean. 

(s.;d ) C,H, Gray 

Secretary, International Execu.tive Cou!"lc · .'. 

II. Radi ot;r tl.IIl t o the Prnsidtmt of the Economic und Soci al Council, dated 

10 July 1950: 

Following is tmct of resolution adopted unanimously by the I nter­

national Executive Counc:ll of th~ ilorld PoWI:Ir Conference att<:lnded by r l;lprcsenta-

tives of 25 national conuli.ttees . Internatioml Executive Council Worl d f':.rt~er 

Conference stron0ly urgea Economic and Jocia l Council not to adopt s·o much 0f 

the r~colm:lendation of thn Council NGO Committee as would r e sult in deprivint; the 

Confor ence of catebory B consultative status and its transfbr to Sec~ctJ.ry­

Genere.l' s Register. Wor: ~.d Pow~r Conference found~:d in 1924 has nationa l 

committQvs in 36 countrii: s consisti.nci of li~mbt:irS broadly r cpr6sentat i ve of the 

gr uc.t 'fuel o.nd power industrie s which lie <'.t r oot of world t~...'ltcrial civilization. 

Fourth Horld Power Conf~:l ·<mce now in session in London with 1600 m~.:mbt~r s i s con­

siderinG pa~rs from 28 Jlll.t ional committees d~alinb with economica l and tu..;~nicnl 

questions coverint:; ve ry " i de fiel d . Conf'~rence considers that it has uni~_ue 

contribution t o make t o gconorui c and Socia l Council which cannot cff· t. i vely be 
discha r t=;ed by any other or ;;c.nization. 

Harold Hartley, Cha~ •. 




