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Statements submitted by the World Power Conference, a non-governmental

organization in category B consultative status

The Secretary-General has received the following two statements which are
circulated in accordance with paragraphs 22 and 23 of Council resolution

288 B (X).
(x) Lth July 1950

I, The World Power Conference (WPC) requests the Economic and Social Council not
to accept the recommendation of the Council NGO Cammittee, that the Conference
(which at present has Category B consultative status) "be placed on the register
of the Secretary-General", (E/1697).

Thg WPC was founded in 1924, It has at the present time 36 member-countries,
in 3h of which there are National Committees, The number of member-countries
is expected to be increased to 38 when action has been taken on applications for
admission to membership from two further countries at a meeting of the
International Executive Council to open in London on 10th July 1950. Provisional
National Committeces have been constituted in the two countries in question, viz.

Israel and Iceland.

The National Committees of the WPC consist of representatives appointed by

of the Agenda of the Economic and Social Council.
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governnent departments, learned and professional institutions and manufacturers!
associations, concerned with the getting and preparation of fuels and the
generation and utilisation of power. It is wished to stress that, in accordance
with its constitution, the WPC is concerned with cconomic as well as with technical
aspects. For example, at the Fourth Plenary World Power Conference opening in
London on 10th July, 1950 (at which nearly 1,600 delegates ond members will be
present from L6 countrics) considcration will be given to 157 papers subnitted
by 28 of the National Comrittecs of the Confcrence., Thcsc papers have been
prepared in conformity with a Programme, approved at 2 neeting of the Inter-
national Executive Council (the governing Body of thc Confercnce) held at
Stockholm in 1948, The programme includes among its directives the statcment
that papers should decal with thc cconomic aspccts of the Theme of the Fourth
World Power Conferencc, which is: 'World Energy Resources and the Production

of Power".

It is also wished to stress the fact that, despite its title (World Power
Confercnce) thc WPC engages in many activitics in addition to the organisation
of periodicnl Plenary and Scctional Confercnces. Its National Comtittces and
Central Office (Secretariat) arc pcrmencnt bodics, available at all times for
consultation within their sphere of competence. To mahtion one activity only:
the WPC:-publishes a Statistical Year-book which is the authoritative book of
rcfercnee within its field, and which docs not duplicate with any publication

issued by the United Naticns or othcr zuthoritative body,

The WPC is concerned with, and is broadly representotive of, four great
industries which lie at the roots of th~ moterizl civilisation of the world,
viz, elcctricity, cozl, oil and gas., It is especially concerned with their
economico-techniczl aspects (as alrendy stressed) aznd with their inter-
relationship.

The WrC claims that its qualifications for Cotcgory B consultative status
corruspond perfectly with the criterion laid down in parzgraph 16 (b) of the
Resolutions adopted by thc Council on 27 February 1950 (E/1646), in that it has

"a special competence in" and “is concerned specifically with, only a few of the
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ficlds of cetivity coverva oy thie Sounecilh. Thwe impression hes been obiteined
that the orgeniszations on the Svervtory-Genersl's rogister will normelly be

concorned. with o sin_lv ©i.1ld of activity.

It is not wished to melke comporisons which mi ht be deemed invidious. It

is however desired to point out:-

av  That there is @0 _rect preponderonce of orginisations with Cateory B
consultoative status, whose couecern is with the social rather than, as

is the wrC, witii the cconomic activities of the Council.

B. That 2 lar_c vroportion of the non-_overnmental or anisations, which
are not recommendud for transfer to the 3eerctary-Generalt's list, heove

much narrower ficlds of competence than the JrC.

C. Thot very fow non-_overnmentzl orgonisctions have effective National

Committews in as many countries as the JrC.

D. That sood use has been made by the #@2C of its Cote ory B consultative
stotus.  The followin ar< excniplus only, since thure has been
continuous contact betwesn the JrC and the dconomic and Soeial Council,

Cormittees of the Counecil ond the Sveretariat:-

(1) The WPC accepted an invitation to assist in the pruparation of the
Pro_rawie of the United Notions Scientific Conference on the
Conservation znd Utilisation of Resources (UNSCCUR) convened by the
Economic and Social Council.  The WFC aceepted an invitoation from
the Seerctory-Genercel of the Unitcd N.otions to arrange for the
preperation of o paper for presentation at this Conference and to
arrange for thu cttendonce of ropresentatives.  3ir Harold Hartley,
who led the United Kinsdom‘Dulugation to UNSCCUR, was also prusent
in his capacity zs Chairman of the Internationzl Executive Council

of the wiC.

(ii) The WPC wos consulted over the proposal to estoblish United Nations
Resecrch Laboratories, and the International Zxeecutive Council

adopted a Resolution on the subject, the text of which was
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communicated in a letter dzted 4th .u ust 1949.

(141) Since the foundation of the Power Committee of ZCE, the /PC has been
represented by cn Observer, There has been consultation with the
Power Commi-tee over statistical questions and, at the request of
the Secretariat of LCE, the WPC preparcd & bibliography on S
legislation affecting the use for power purposcs of international

waterways a2id lent the Secretariat a large number of publications.

(iv) The Secrcta:ry-Guneral of the United Nations has demonstrated his
interest in the work of the WPC by designating zn Observer te
attend the Fourth WPC.

(v) Continuous contact with the Secretariat at the Temporary Hucd-
quarters has been maintained by the appointment by the Inter-
national Exccutive Council, WPC, of a Consultant: Mr. Harold C.

Dean.

(sgd) C.H. Gray
Secretary, International Executive Counc

II. Radiogram to the Prusident of the Economic and Social Council, dated
10 July 1950:

Following is text of resolution zdopted unanimously by the Inter-
national Executive Council of the World Fower Conference attended by rupresenta=-
tives of 25 national committees. International Executive Council World Fuwer
Conference strongly urges Economic and osocizl Council not to adopt so much of
the recommendation of the Council NGO Committee as would result in depriving the
Conference of catejsory B consultative stetus and its transfer to Secrctary-
Genersl's Register. Wor.d Power Conforence founded in 1924 has national
committecs in 36 countrics consisting of members broadly'rcpreééntatch of the
gruct fuel and power industries which lie at root of world material eivilization.
Fourth World Power Confercnce now in session in London with 1600 members is con-
sidering papers from 28 national committecs dealin,; with economical and tcchnical

questions covering very wide field. Conference considers that it has unioue
contribution to make to liconomic and Social Council which cannot <ff- GLively be
discharged by any other orgenization. N

' Harold Hartley, Chairmai..





