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~INGEMENT OF 'llW>E UNION RIGHTS 

The \-/orld Federation of Trade Unions has t he honour to draw the attention of 

the Economic a nd Socia l Council to a number of further cases of infrinccment of 

trade un ion r i3ht s which show the deliberate and increasingly brutal determination 

of the reactiona ry forces of trusts and monopolies to destroy the r esi::rtaoce of 

orga~ized labot~ nG~inst their policy of exploitation and depredation . 

I~ly 

On 9 Ja nuary 1950, nine workers, whose only offence vras t ha t tlley t ook f3rt in 

a demonstration a ,sains t the exploitation to wh:!.;)h th'Y 'l're:re exposed, were killed by 

the :police of Modcr:a . The ItuliEm Gove~nmcnt and. t he · ·:,.ol:tce au t hor 1 ties of Modena 

were undoub·tedly resr>c·nsi"ble for thiD 9\<t.:r.·age . 

The above-mentioned evE:nt f:' t ook :pl e.ce as a re ::mlt uf a loclt - ont ordered cy 

Count Orsi Mangelli, owner of t he Uni tsd Found.ri e(; and the Maser?-ti '\'TOrke . In 

October 1949, this industriali ct :tad f i;:ed new '\'rage scales for :piece \·rork \'lhich 

r esulted in a com:: ider8l>le reciuctj_.on in the '"orkers ' incomes. At the same time 

the workersr tre.de union r :!.3hte had been g~.·eatly restricted . The vro:r~:e.rs in tile 

establis hments co!:cerne C. tried to Ut>e a l l possible methcd.s of co:r::cilia tion t.nd to 

obtain sa.t:i. sfact~on throt' '~ll negotiati on . On 3 December, however , r.~~y letters of 

dismissal were sent out . The l ock- out wae; pr oclaimed and t he pr e1J:i.ses \'lere 

occupied. . by the :pol ice . In view o.r 't neu1:1 u.i.L" .:;;,.u;.: te.=~ee, t .hA Motanu tre.de unions 

tii'_oolaimed a geperal strike, which took .place on 9 J anuary . A meeting 'ltas to .be 

be'ld and bad been author i:t.ed by the Prefect, Mr. Laura , af'ter oegotiations hel d on 

the morning of 9 J anuary with a committee consi sting of Ser.ator Alberto Mario Pucci , 

Mrs . Montorsi and Mr . !l!arozzi of the Labour Board. The police, hrnofeVe!', without 
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Trade Union Jt'ede.ration of Lebanese workers and employees and a member of the 

Executive Board of W.F.T,U. 

This ne·.>T attack by the Government of Lebanon may be explainGd as follovrs : 

the Government is trying to paral.Jze the representative o:cganiza tion or' wor kers a t 

a time· when 1 t intends to amend the law on trade uni.ons and to reduce by :r..alf the 

seiRrU tiOII t:.'.llO'\·rance hi the:rto pc.id to wage-earners. The \·!or l d Federation of Trade 

Unions irnme(\iately asl~ed the Lebanese Government to have the accnr;ed persons 

re:prtieented cy a l!'rench counsel, Nr . Douz.on, appointed. by the Internat~. o:nal 

Association of Democrat:ic La'..tyers. 'l'l1e "Lebanese Gove1·nrnent d.id not reply to the 

request of t he World F'ederation of 'I'.I:'c.d.e Union& for a v i sa for Nr. Douzon. 

O:n 12 ·January 1950, the Dcin~t e7CUrt 0l ~tnoli::t\r;;· j ' 1· i cG.i c t i on pronounced a 

verdict sentencing M.r. El .A.risu tv e :i.ghteen monthn 1 im:.::·r i s o:nwent, Ivir . He lou and Ivlr . 

:Boueri tn one year's imprisonl.ilent anc. Mr. Esber Su:.m to six months ' ir.1priso11ment . 

The above-mentioned court based its ve·rd.ict, 1:E_~e_E ·~}._~, 01. t"rro ordonJ i ss ued in 

1939 by the ]'rench High Commissioner I s office and on an article of the Lebanese 

Penal Code, providin g for the punis.bment of "a ny person in Lebanon who joins a 

political or social or~.:.ilr.izaticn of an intbJ.•naticnal clla rc.cter •·ritllout the C<.l).thor­

ization of t ile Government". 

vfe feel we should emphasize har contrary this provioion is t o the Ur.iversal 

Declaration of Human Richts and to existing i nternational a greBI::en ts on trado 

unio:n rights . Fl.U'thel·more, the Lebanese Trac.e Union i<'eaera t;iQl' hc<.: t een affiliated 

to the Horld Federation of Trade Unions since 1945, and the J_,ebe.ne ::.:e Government :r.as 

ne-ver before considered such affili ation to be illeGal. Fine.lly, the s entence 

would appear to be all the more inadmissible since it i s not one or sev·3ral 

persons who belong to the Horld f.'ed.ero.tion of Trade Unions, but tlle Leba nese Trade 

Union Organization. 

It would therefore seem essential for the Ur;i ted Na tione to r emind the 

Lebanese Government of the need to respect its most elementary international 

obligations . 

Egypt 

In June 1949 the Egyptian Council of State ap1jroved a Hin ~_sterial clecicion 

relating to t l1e creation of trade un ions . Under this deci3ion t he cre~tion of 

a."1y trade union must be previouGly approved by the Labour Bi.l!'eau of' the Hinis try 

o:f Social Affairs and t he activity of these unions must be carried on " in tl1e 

common interest of the whole I>rofession" . According to this deciflion, the term 
/"profes sionn includes 
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"profesdon" includes both workers and employers. 

I run 

-~epressive measures against the trade union movement augmented considerably 

in thic country during 1949. On the pretext of an attempt against the life of . 

the S.ba.h ·of Ira..'1, the headquarters of the Central Council of the United Trade 

Unions of Iran wes occupied, its property confiscated and the orcanizatioil itself 

diaEolved.. Hundreds of activa . tl·ade union members were o.rrosted; su:Jm~E;.rily tried 

by court-martia l and eentenced to pepalti e s · ranging from three to ten years' 

imprisonment. 

A detalled analysis of t~e sentoncee :pronounced by the courts-r::artial shows 

that DC? definite clar ee 'tras b:r cught t.gainat the trade tmio:1ists ce!lt~nced, except 

their trade vnion activitiec . 

This i s also demonstrated by t~e sent~ce prcnounc~d on Hr. ;Reza Rousta, 

Secretary of the Uni t-ed Trade Union:>, coDdomnod. to clea th in ab::Jentia and againot 
. -------

whom no definite accucation was bl:·~a[.)lt, 

In this country, a c; in other s, the Governmat•t, which is iD the e;ervice of the 

employers and foreign i11l1'C:rialism is tryiue to stifle the workers ' mO'remont by 

deecribi r..g its act:iv:I t ies in defanc~ of the vorkerG' r i ghts ao "a · subver sive plot 

against d.omestic ~ecurity .and the i ridevendence of the country". 

India 

been cominr3 to a cHinax . The various laws on public securi ty cur::.•ont in each' 

province of the country provide that any per son distv.rbing or likely to disturb 

public order may be detained and arrested wl thout tJ:ial and this for a :practically 

unlimt ted period. 'l'hose provisions, under 1trhich t houeandg of t1•ade unionists have 

been arrested, are contrary t o A1•ticle 9 of the Universal DeclaraUon of nll!DB.n 
Rights . 

Thoue&nd& of workers have been ar~ested, many trade unions have been farced to 

oeaee their activities, their offices closed and their records confisca ted, 

The incidents in the t~m of 1-'..adura in August 1949 nay serve as an example. 

The competeDt au thol· i ties roving rejected the workers' roquest for an illcrease in 

wages, protests 1mre raised by all t he waee-earners in the town . As a consequeDce; 

the Govarzment ordered the arrest of more than 1,000 workers , ·most of whom ware 

cruelly t qrt ured in prison. Hili W.nt workers were tortured to force them to 
take the side of t !lc Gove1·nment tr~:~.Cl.e t:.niona (IH'l'UC). The headquarters of the 

/trade Wliooa w.are 
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trade uniono were r aided by the pol:!.ce, the furniahl.ngs de:::troyed and. the records 

r emovec... 'l'hese terrorist measures ll3ve been extended to other rll D.::;et: : r::oro 

than 1,400 \·Tarl:ers ha'\e been a:;:rested in the Coimbatore region, 300 to 4-JO in tho 

Tinnevelley reg:: on, more t be.n ?00 in tho North Ascot region ot.c . Tlm~~ , racTo 

than 4 , 000 ·;ror::ero were at· rested in August a l one . I t chou). d. be ad.dE>d that the 

cooditions 1n the priscns are terrible and tr.at tortnre is ret:;ultu:ly uced there. 

The Governlllent ic also t:r.;ying by ever;: mee.n s to h:md over t he off-:.cGs of the 

AITUC to t he Jl-JTUC. Tiws , in April 191~9 the head off lees o~ tho Un5.on of 

Eailway vlorker s of Southern India were oei2'.ed and handed ov-er 1 T,ri t ?1 all t he printing 

material~ conta ined therein, to the INTUC . 

On. the railways in South3l'D Indi a tl">..e Go-.:-e:::> !l!::e!~t :ts .fot·c:lng tile worbn·s to 

state direct,ly to the ad.Ir.J.n~.str~ t:Lon '«hich tr<.:..cle un;;.cn th')y uelong to . The 

authorities are thus hoping to turn f:.'wa:,r iro:rker s from tl:.e /~I'l'UC and. to increase 

the strength of the INTi.TC . A lm·ge n .ui.tber of' t:::-a da un:l. :;r1r, t~ff 1119. ted to the AITUC 

are unable to hold m.eetir.gs 0\v::.ns to a Government oc~n. The regnl i,:::· conf ero!lce of 

the Textllo WOl'kore ' Union of Mettur in June 19h9 was i'orb:i.dden. /, cor~.fer;:mca of 

the Hand ···Teavers' Union of Salem was :pro:rJ. bi ted in ;ruly 1949 aml t J1e nee t::.n :; of 

the Central .Exect;.tiv~ Cor!mdtt~e of Trade Un:!.oos in t he dintr ic t cf Tricby 't;ac ulso 

forbidden in Augur;t 1949. It me,y also be pointed. out tkt the tr·~(:e t:nion new[;-

:papers are usnally prolli bi ted and the:lr cirucla t j on p:::ev·tmte C. . li'l.r~ =--lly, on 

26 September 1949, nineteen tt·ado un:! ons e.r.d peau mts ' orc~o.n::.za ti o": :; '.:€.L·o 

suppreGsed in the grovince ofNadre.e . All the offices of tl·t.do :m:::onG :·•i'filiated 

to t he .AITUC in Madrv.s have been clo(.;ed d01m , wh:l.ch i s a reaJ Jy f'r.H;cist reasure 

taken ae,-ainst a tra de lll11on movcr:Jent represar.ting 300, COO orepnizeu worr~(;rs in 

that province. 

I n concluoicn, it El._:p:;>ea.r~ tlJat t hese various nethods of viola tine trade union 

rights a.re equally intended to increa;.:;; c :poverty 1 l'Gdt:ce \-rages [::ind nt andards of 

11 ving . The alm. is to exploa the workero even more r u tlllc8 :::1 .. v and tln t is ,.;ey 
it is necessary to elinrl.nate t l1eir resistance and forcibly b:L· eal·~ up tllc1.r· OJ.'gani ­

zations which e.re grew-in.] ever more activo, mora powerful a nd. mc1·e unit.;-1 , 




