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On bebalf of the World Federation of Trade Unions, I kave the homour to

transmit the enclosed document and to ask you to have 1% reproduced and c_:ircuii&?
I have the honour ete, _ . RN

FE

(sfzned) 4, Diallo
v:lce—{;hgm



INFRINGEMENT OF TRADE UNION RIGHTS

The World Federation of Trade Unions has the honowr to draw the attention of
the Economic and Socizl Council to a number of further cases of infringement of
trade union rizhte which show the deliberate and increasingly btrutal determination
of the reactionary forces of trusts and monopolies to destroy the resistance of
orpanized labowr against their policy of explolitation and depredation.
1taly

On 9 Junuary 1950, nine workers, whose only offence was that they took part in

a demcnstration asainet the exploitation to which they werc expoced, were killed Dby
the police of Modera., The Itulien Governuent and the iollce authorities of Modena
were undoubtedly respensible for this outrege.

The above-mentioned evente tock vl=ece as a recult of a lock-out ordered ty
Count Orsi Mangelli, owner of the United Foundriec and the Maserati works. In
October 164G, thie industrielict kad fired new wage ecales for piece work which
resulted in a considerable reduction in the workers! incomes. At the same time
the workerst trade union righte had been greatly restricted. The woxrliers in the
establishments comcerned tried to use all possible methocds of corciliation end to
obtain satisfaction throvsi negotiation. COn 3 December, however, rany letters of
diemissal were sent out. The lock-out wae rroclaimed and tie premiscs were
occupled by the police. In view or Thesw uircumsiences, tha Modenu rede unions
{n'oblai_.mad a general stwrike, which took place on 9 Jamery. A mesting was to be
peld and had been authorized by the Prefect, Mr, Laura, after negotiations held on
the morning of 9 January with a committee conslsting of Serator Alberto Mario Pucci,
Mrs. Montorsi and Mr. Marozzi of the Labour Board. The police, however, without

Hne, opened {1re some hours later on workers who were proceedling to
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Trade Union Federation of Lebanese workers and employees and a member of the
Executive Beard of W.F.T.U.

This new attack by the Government of Lebanon may be explained as follows:
the Government is trying to paralyze the representative organization or workers at
a time when it intends to amend the law on trade unions and to reduce by haelf the
sevaration 2llovance hitherto paid to wage-earners. The World Federation of Trade
Unions immediately asked the Lebanese Government to have the accured persons
représented ty a French counssl, Mr. Douzon, appointed by the Internaticnal
Association of Democratic Lawyers. The Lebanese Government did not reply to the
request of the World Feéeration of Trede Unione for & visa for Mr. Douzon.

On 12 Janvary 1950, the Delirut coirt of sutmmery }ricdiction proncuiiced a
verdict sentencing Mr. El srisc to eighteen montis! Imjricornwent, Mr, Helou and Mr.
Boueri to one year's imprisconment and My, Esber foamm teo six months' imprisornment.
The above-menticned court based its verdict, imter alia, a. two crdersc lsesued in
1939 by the French High Comissionerts office and on an article of the Letanese
Penal Code, providing for the punishment of "any person in Lebtancn whe joins a
politicel or social orgarnizaticn of &n intbrnaticnal claracter without the avthor-
ization of the Government".

We feel we should emphasize how contrary this provicica is to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and to existing international agresrents on trade
union rights. Furthermore, the Lobanese Trade Union Federabion hor leon affiliated
to the World Federation of Trade Uniong oince 1945, and the Lebenece Government has
never before considered such affiliation to be illegal. Finelly, the sontence
would appear to be all the more inadmissible since it is not one or sewvsral
persons who belong to the World Federation of Trade Unicns, but the Lebanese Trade
Union Organization. ' '

It would therefore seem essential for tihe United Natione to remind the
Lebanese Government of the nesd to respect its most elementary internaticnal
obligatione.

Egypt

In June 1G49 the Egyptian Council of State apiroved a Ministerial decicion
relating to the creatiun of trade unions. Under this decizion the creztion of
any trade union must be previously approved by the Labour Bureau of thc Minictry
of Social Affairs and the activity of these unions must be carried on "in the

common interest of the whole yrofession". According to this decision, the term
/Morofession® includes
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"profescion”" includes both workers and employers.
Tran

 Fepress1ve measures egainst the trade union movement augmented considerably
in thic country during 194G, On the pretext of an attempt againet the life of
the Shah of Iran, the headquarters of the Central Councll of the United Trade

Unionz of Iian was occupied, iis property confiscated and the organizatiocn itself
discolved, Hundreds of active trade union members were arrested, sumerily tried
by court-wartial and sentenced to persltles ranging from tlree to ten years!
imprisonnent. :

A detalled analysis of the sentences proncunced by the courts-rartial shows
that no definite clarge was brought tgainst the trade wnlonisto sentenced, except
their trade uvniomn activitiec.

~ This 1s also demonstrated by the sentence prcnounced on Mr, Reza Rousta,
Secretary of the United Trade Unicps, cordermed to ceath in abseptia and zpgainot
whom no delinite accueation was brought,

In this country, av in others, the Government, which is in the eervice of the
employers and foreign imjerialism is trying to stifle the workers! movement by
describing its activitics in defenco of the workerc! rights ac "a subversive plot
against cdomestic security emnd the independence of the country”,

India

411 thmweonch 10W0 4hs movoment 40 Suppiest wade uulowisn in TAlS countyy hes

been coming to a climax, The various laws on public security cwrrent im each
province oi' the country provide that any person disturbing or likely to disturd
public order may be deiained and arrested without trial and this for a practically
unlimited period. These provisions, undcr which thousands of trade unionists have
been arrested, are contrary to Article 9 of the Univereal Declaration of Human
Righte.

Thousande of workers have been arrested, many trade unions have been forced to
cease thelr activities, their offices closed and their records confiscated.

The incidents in the town of Medura in August 1949 may serve a8 an example.
The competent authorities hoving rejected the workers' reguest for an increase in
wages, protests were raised by all the wage-earners in the town. Ao a ccnsequence,
the Government ordered the arrest of more than 1,000 workers, most of whom wore
cruelly tortured inm prison, Militant workers were tortured to force them to

take the side of thc Govermnment trade unicms (INTUC). The headquarterc of the
[trade unions were
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trade uniens were raided by the police, the furnichings dectroyed and the records
removed, These terrorist measvres imve been extended to other places: mors
than 1,400 worlzers have been arrested in the Colwbatore regiom, 300 to 4730 in the
Tinnevelley region, more then 200 in the North Ascob regian otc.  Thue, mcre
than 4,000 woriers were arrectcd in fuguet alone, It chould be added fthat the
conditions in the priscns are terribvle and that torture 1s rsgulirly used there.

The Government iz also trying by every meens to hand over tie ofiicoes of the
AITUC to tlhe ITUC. Thus, in April 19%9 the head offices of tho Union of
Railway Worlkers of Southern Indis were esized snd handed over, with all the printing
materials centained therein, to the INTUC,

On the railways in Eouthein Indiza the Govermment le forcinz the workers to
state directly to the admin’straticn wnlch trode unicn they belong to. The
authorities are thus houing to turn cway vorkers from tie AITUC and to increuse
the strength of the INTUC. A large nuawber of trade uniouc «ffiliated to the AITUC
are unable to hold meetirgs owing to z Govermment ban. The regulor confercnce of
the Textlle Workers' Union of Mettur in June 1949 wes forbidden. 4 conlerocnco of
the Hand Weaverst Union of Salem was prohibited im July 1GLO and ths meetin of
the Central Executive Committse of Trade Unlaus in ths district cf Trichy was also
forbidden in Avguct 1G490, It may also be pointed out thot ths trude vnion newe-
papers are ustally proaibited and thelr ciruclation preventsd, | ¥inally, on
26 September 1S40, nineteen trade unions ard pearants! orgenizatioss vere
supprecsed in the orovince of Madras. All the ofifices of trede vnlons slfillated
to the ATTUC in Madres have been cloced down, which is a really IMscist measure
teken against a trade wnion movenent representing 200,C00 orgsnized ﬁaisrlccrs in
that province.

In conciusicn, it apmears that these verlous netheds of viclating trade union
rights are equally intended to increase poverty, rcduce wages und stondards of
living. The 2im is to exploit the workers even more ruthleecsly and that is why
1t is necessary to eliminate their resistance and forcibly bieak up their crgani-
zations which ere growing ever more active, more powerful andé more united,





