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The following communication is listed in acecrdance
with the provisions of paragragh % of rule 8L of the
rules of procedure of the CouncilT

International Association of Democratic Lawyers
(Association internaticnale des Juristes démoorates)

In a commmnication dated 25 January 1950, the Assouciation forwards a letter

addresged to Mr. Busnu Cakir, Minister of Wer of Turkey; Mr. Fuat Sirmen,

Minister of Justice of Turkey; His Excellency Shukru Baracofflu, President of the

National Assembly of the Turkish Republic, which may be summarized as follows:
"NAZIM HIKMET, a great poet, has besn impriscned for twelve years,

He

wag sentenced in 1938 by the Court of the Turkish Military College Commend
and by the Court of the Fleet Camand to 28 years and 4 months imprisonment.
"He was arrested in 1938 far 'having dealings with militery personnelt,
because goples of his works had beep discovered ip the lockers of Army and
Hovy officer eadete., This act was not punishable under the laws in foree,

"After his sentenge, the Turkish Military Penal Code was amended.

Bp——————

text of %he agehd¥edt bénteins a stetement to the effect that the Act was

designed to fill & gap in Turkish legislation, which did not refer to

g.j Thié comuurryi #atén ’_v?&'é ‘received before 27 February 1950, on which date the
Council aéog‘he& new provisions revising the arrangepents on consultative

The

statusg, It iz thus submitted in accordance with the rules of procedurs in

force at that time,

[tactivities! such
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taptivities? cuch as those atiributed to Hazim Hikmet. And, further,
under this pew Act, the maximum sentence was only 1 to 5 years impriscoment.

"A former Judge of the Military Court stated in the press that he
considered Hazim Hikmet's sentence unjust.

"Wazim Hikmet was deprived of the assistance of his defence counsel
under Article 112 of the law on the orgenization of the Bar, which reeds as
follows:

4 barrister convicted of continually appearing as defence
for Comaunists may be disbarred,'

"Nazim Hikwmet, deprived of the essistance of his counsel, was sentenced
in cemera on the second ocoaslon,

"His life is now in danger: he is suffering from attacks of angina
pectoris.

"The Association requects his release under the Turkigh law now in
farce and varticularly Article 2 of the Penal Code, which provides that:

'Ho one shall be puniched for an sact not considered as an offence
under the law in force at the moment when the act was committed, No
ong my ve sentenced for faulls vhich wers not considered ss lesgal
of fences untll a date subsequent to that upon which they were committed,
If such sentence has heen mAased 1te execution cnd 116 Jewal culsequences
are i.s0 facto remdsred pull and void, ™

The above communication was signed by D, N. Pritt, K.C., M.P., of the United
Kingdom, and by Jod Nordmann, Barrister of the Court of Paris, Secretary-GCeperal of

the International Association of Democratic lawyers.
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