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17 November 1949.

Mr, Trygve Lie,
Secretary-General,
United Nations,
Lake Success,

New York.

Dear Mr. Lie:

On behalf of the International Organization for Standardization
(I80), an organization granted consultative status (b) by the Economic and
Social Council, we have the honor to sulmit herewith a statement in three
copies entitled STATEMENT BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION
REGARDING COORDINATION OF INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN THE SPHERE QOF STAND-
ARDIZATION. It would be greatly appreciated if you would have this state-
ment circulated to the members of the Economic and Social Council in ac-
cordance with the decision of the Council contained in Resolution 2/3, Economic
and Social Council Official Records, First Year, Second Session, pages 360-365.
It is also requested that the statement be brought to the attention of the
following Commissions:

Economic and Employment Commission

Transport and Communications Commission
Statistical Commission

Social Cormission

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East
Economic Commission for ILatin America.

The enclosed statement has been prepared in pursuance of action
taken by the IS0 Gouncil at Paris on 6 July 1949.

We have the honor to rema&in,

Respectfully yours,

(signed) (Signed)
Henry St. Leger Howard Coonley
General Secretary President

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION
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Statement by
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION
regarding
GOORDINATION OF INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN THE SPHERE OF STANDARDIZATION

-

THE NEED FOR CONRDINATION

Perusal of the reports of the Functianal and Regional Commissionsa
to the Economic and Social Council, and of the Sebretary—eeneral on work pro-
grams of the Econoﬁic and Social Departments and Commissions, discloses many
activities in the sphere of standardization, many of which concern subjects
‘also being dealt with by the International Organization for Standardization
(IS0). Similarly, several of the specialized agencies are engaging in, or
have expressed an interest in, standardizing activities which fall within
the field of activity of ISO. In some instances (e.g. building construction)
Commissions, speeialized agencies and ISO are all concerned with the same
subject of standardization. It is obvious that there is a need for coordi-
nation of these activities if much overlapping, and perhaps discordant stand-
ards, are to te avoided. -

' Annex I presents a conspectus of the standardizing activities or
interests of United Nations organs; specialized agencies, and related work
of the International Organization for Standardization. It will be noted
that no less than 38 Technical Committees of ISO (and its Electrical Divi-
sion, IEC) are working on subjects that are also being dealt with by, or
which are known to be of interest to, United Nations bodies or one or more
of the specialized agencies. - . ;

Altkough the consultative status of ISO with the Council does not
embrace the specialized agencies, the activities of some of these agencies
in the various fields of standardization are included in the tabulation,
because it does not seem feasible to bring about balanced coordination of
international standardization without considering the problem as & whole,
and taking into account all of the important agencies which have an interest
in that activity. ‘

A:619-1/E



INTERNATIONAL (ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION (ISO)

The position of ISO in relation to international standardization is
briefly defined by its Constitutional objective: "to facilitate the coordina-
“tion and unification of the standards of the Member Bodies". The Member
Bodies of ISO are the recognlzed national standardizing organizations of 27
countries., Two additional United Nations member countries are represented
by the U.S.S.R, membership in ISO. The International Electrotechnical Com-
mission, the membership of which represents 23 ocountries, constitutes the
Electrical Divigion of ISO. On the national level ISO Member Bodies are in
some cases departments or offices of national Govermments; others are private
bodies, but with Govermment participation in standardizing activities. Many
of the organizations receive financial support from their Govermments; others
are wholly supported by govermment, IS0, therefore,loccupies a quasi-official
pogition in the sphere of its activities.

In order to clarify the national positions of the Member Bodies of
ISO Annex II is submitted. This Annex coﬁprises concige statements, prepared
by each Member Body specifically for this communication, setting out in a few
words the Constitutional character of the member.

The membership of ISO is representative of the membership of those
of the Functional Commissions which have an interest in standardization. It
is also representative of the membership of the Economic Commissions for
Europe, and Asia and the Far East. Owing, however, to the large membership
of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the limited number of
commtries in that regfon which at present have national standards organiza-
tions, there is not in this instance the seme comparability with the ISO
membership., The extent of agreement between ISC membership and the present
membership of the Commissions, and certain of the specialized agencies, which
are known to have an interest in international standardization is shown 1n
tabular form in Annex III.

SUGGESTIONS FOR COORDINATION
In order to accomplish coordination of standardizing activities in
the fields with which the Commissions, or the Secretariat-General, are con-

cerned ISO offers its services as a coordinating agency, and as a basls for
discussion suggests:

At619-2/E



.« 1NAT & Lommigsion, or the oecretarizat-General, when contemplatling
activities involving the preperation or unification of standards
in any field, might confer with IS0 regarding the most desirable
procedure 3

2. That a Commission, or the Secretariat-Ceneral, contemplating
standardizing activities misht utilize the facilities of ISO to
aecomplish i1 objeev whe ever possible;

3. That representatives of Commissions, or the Secretaeriat-General,
and of ISO confer with reference to standardizing activities now
being conducted by the Cormmissions or the Secretariat, with a
view to the avoidance of overlapping, or the production of
discordant standards.

The Council of ISC is prepared to consider an extension of the acti-
vities of its Technical Committees, or the establishment of new Committees,
in order adequately to cover the subjects of standardization in which the
Commissions or the Secretariat are, or may become, interested.

It is further suggested that in implementing these arrangements a
similar uniform bagis of collaborntion between the specialiszed agenecies and
ISO be established under the auspices of the appropriate division of the
United Nations Secretariat-General.

While the ISO Council does not consider it necessary or desirable
at this time to put forward specific suggestions relative to the financial
dmplications of the coordination of standardizing activities, it is obwvious
that in the event of the transfer of expense from one organization to another
this should be ocompensated for by suitable financial arrangements between
the organizatlons participating in the work, or in some other satisfactory
manner.

It is realized that there will be instances in which the subjects
of standardization is of such & nature that ISO has no specizl competence
(e.g. biological standardization and the unification of pharmacopoeias by
WHO). It is evident, however, that much the grester portion of such standard-
izing work as 1s now being carried on by the Commissions, the Secretariat-
General, and some of the specialized agencies, lics within the sphere of
activity of ISO, and that substantial advantages will acerue to the United
Natlons from the greater utilization of the Organization's facilities.

Regpectfully submitted, in pursuance of action taken by the ISC
Council at Parils on 6 July 1949,

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION

17 November 1949,

(Signed) - (Signed)
Henry St. Leger Howvard Coonley
General Secretary _ President.
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ANNEX IT

This Annex, consisting of concise statements by lMember
Bodies regarding the constitutional character of their respective
organizations, was not included in the Report distributed to the
United Nations.,
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