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17 November 1949 . 

Mr . Trygve Lie , 
Secretary- General , 
United Nations , 
Lake Success , 
New York. 

Dear Mr • Lie : 

On behalf of the International Organization f or Standardization 
(ISO), an organization granted consultative status (b) by the Economic and 
Social Council , we have the honor to submit herewith a statement in three 
copies entitled STATEMENT BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION 
REGARDING COORDINATION OF INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN THE SPHE~ OF STAND­
ARDIZATION. It would be greatly appreciated i f you would have this state­
ment circulated to the members of the Economic and Social Council in ac­
cordance with the deci sion of the Council contained in Resolution 2/3 , Economic 
and Social Council Official Records , First Year, Second Session, pages 360- 365 . 
It is also r equested that the statement be brought t o the a ttention of the 
f ollowing Commissions: 

Economic and Employment Commission 
Transport and Communications Commission 
Statistical Commission 
Social Commission 
Economic Corrnnission for Europe 
Economic Commission f or Asia and t he Far East 
Economic Commission for Latin America . 

The enclosed statement has been prepar ed in pursunn~e of action 
taken by the ISO Council at Paris on 6 July 1949 . 

We have the honor to remain, 

Respectfully yours , 

{Si gned) (Signed) 

Henry St . Leger Howard Coonley 
General Secretary President 

DfrERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STAND1~IZATION 

A:618-E 
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Stat ement by 

TI~TERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STA~IDARDIZATION 

regar ding. 

COORDINATION OF INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN THE SPHERE OF STANDARDIZATION 

THE NEED FOR COORDINATION 

Perusal of the r epor ts of th~ Functional and Regional Gom.'Tiissi ons 

t o the Economic and Social Council , and of t he Se~retary-General on work pr o­

grams of the Economic and Social Departments and Commissions , discloses many 

activities in the sphere of standardization, many of which concern subjects 

·also being dealt with by the International Or ganization for Standardization 

(ISO) . · Similarl y , several of t he specialized agencies are engaging in, or 

have expre ssed an interest in, standa~dizing activities which f al l within 

the field of act ivity of ISO . In some instances (e .g . building construction) 

Commissions, specialized agencies and ISO ar e all concerned with the same 

subj ect of standardization . It is obvious that t here is a need f or coordi­

nation of these activit ies if m~~h overlapping, and per haps discordant stand­

ards , are to be avoided . 

Annex I pr esents a conspectus of the standardi zi ng activities or 

interests of United Nations organs, specialized agencies , and r el ated 'WOrk 

of t he International Organization for Sta~dardization . It will be noted 

that no less t han .38 Technical Committees of ISO (and its Electrical Divi­

sion, .IEC) are wrlr?-.ng on subj ects that are also be i ;1g dealt with by, or 

which are known t o be of interest t o, United' Nations bodies or one 9r more 

of the specialized agencies. 

Although the consultative status of ISO with the Council does not 

embrace the specialized agencies , t he activities of some of th~se agencies 

in the various fiel ds of standardizati on ar e included in the t abulation, 

because it does not seem feasible to bring about balanced coor dination of 

inter national standardi zation 'Without considering the problem as a whole , 

and taking into account all of the L~portant agencies which have an inter est 

in that activity . 

- ·1 -
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INTERNATIONAL ·ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION (ISO) 

The positi on of ISO in relation t o int ernational standardization is 

brieflx defined b,y its Constitutional objective : 11to facilitate t he coordina-

:tion a.~d unification of t he standai-ds of the Member Bodies 11 • The Hember 

Bodies of ISO are the recognized national standardizing organizations of Z7 

countries , Two a.dditio~~ United Nations member countries are represented 

b,y the U.S.S.R. memP8rship i n ISO. The Int~rnational Electrotechnica.l Cam­

mission, the member ship of which represents 23 countries, constitutes the 

Electrical Division of ISO. On the national l evel ISO Member Bodies are in 

some case~ d~partments or offices of national Governments ; others are private 

bodies , but with Government participation in standardizing activities • . Many 

of the organizations receive financial support from their Governments; other s 

ar e w~olly supported by goverp~ent . I$0, t her efore, occupies a quasi- of ficial 

position in the spher e of its activities . 

In order t o clarify the national positions of the Member Bodies of 

ISO A.nnex II is submitted . This Annex comprises concise statements, prepared 

b,y eiach Hember Body specifically for t his comim.mication, setting out in a few 

words the Constitutional c~racter of t he member . 

The membership of ISO is representative of the membership of those 

of the }\mctional Commissi ons which have an i nter est in standardization . It 

is also represent ative of the membership of the Economic . Commissions for 

Europe , and .Asi a and the Far East . Owing, however, t o the l~rge · membership 

of the Ecdnomic Commission for Latin America and the limited. number of 

~ount:r1 eA i n t hat r ee'fon which at present have national standards organiza-. . . 
tions , ther e i s not in this instance the same comparability with the ISO 

membership . The extent of agreement between ISO member ship and the present . 

membership of the Commissions, .and cer tain of the specialized agencies, which 

are known to have un interest in international ·standar dization is shown in 

tabular form in Annex III. 

SUGGESTI ONS FOR COORDINATI ON 

In order t o a ccomplish coordination of standardizing activities in 

t he fields with which the Commissi ons, or t he Secretariat- General, are con­

cerned ISO offers its services as·a coordinating agency, and as a basis for 

discussion suggests : 

- 2 -
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That a Commissi on, or the Secr etariat-General , 1..;hen contemplating 

a.ctivities i nvolving the pr epe.ration or unificat ion of standards 

in any field, mi ght confer with ISO r egarding t he most desi rable 

procedure; 

2 . That a Conrrai ssi on, or the Secretur~at-General , contemplating 

standardi zing activities r!light utilize the facilities of ISO to 

a.ccomp1i sh _;_-; :: obj oc·i: ·;.:he: ~ever possible ; 

J . That r epr esentatives of Commissions, o-.:- the Secretariat-General , . 

and of ISO confe' with reference to standarcl:Lzing activiti es now 

being conducted by the Commissions or the Secret ariat , with a 

view to t he avoi dance of overlapping, or the production of 

discordant standards . 

The Council of ISO is prepared to consider an extension of the acti­

vitie s of its Technica l Committees, or the establishment of new Committees , 

in order adequately to cover the subject s of standardization in which the 

Commissi ons or the Secretariat are , or may become , interested . 

It is f urther sugge sted that in implementing these arrangements a 

s imilar uniform basi s of colla.bor~tion between the speciali sed agencies and 

ISO be established under the auspices o_f the appropriate division of the 

United Nations Secretariat-General . 

While the ISO Council does not consider i t necessary or desirabl e 

at this time t o put forward specif ic suggestions r elative to the f inancial 

implications of t he coordination of standardizing activitie s , it is obvious 

that in the event of the transfer of expense from one or ganization t o another 

this .should be compensated for by suitable f inancia l arrangements between 

the or ganizations part icipating in the work, o~ in some ot he r satisfactory 

!Jillnner. 

It is r ealized that t h0r e will be inEtances in which the subjects 

of standardization is of such a nature that ISO has no speci al competence 

(e.g. biological standardizat ion and the unification of ph..1.rmacopoei as by 

WHO) . It is evident, however, that much t he gre~ter portion of such standard­

izing work as is now being carried on by the Oo!mY~issions , the Secret ariat­

Gener al , nnd some of the speciali zed agencies, lies within t he sphere of 

activi ty of I SO, and that substantial advantages will c.ccrue t o the Uni ted 

Nations from the great er utilization of the Organizati on ' s facilities . 

Re spectfully submitted, in pursuance of action t aken by t he ISO 

Council at Paris on 6 July 1949, 

17 November 1949. 

A:619- 1/E 

I NTERNATIONAL ORGANIJATION FOR STANDARDIZATION 

(Signed) 

Henry St . Leger 
General Secretary 

- .~ -

(Signed) 

HovJOrd Coonley 
President . 
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ANNEX II 

This Annex, consisti ng of concise statements by Hember 

Bodies r egarding t he constitutional character of their r espective 

organizations, was not i ncluded in t he Report distribut ed t o the 

United No. tions . 
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