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TRADE UNION RIGHI'S (FRKEDOM OF ASSOCIATION) 

92~~ents ..El .. Jie~er states on "!i_h~ J2!02:!2..~_l!l]?::Jrt by the ~r£:~­

G8ileral and the Directo:."·GBne:raJ. CJf the Inter;mti:Jnal L<...b:Jur 
-------- __ .........,..._______ ~-- -· I --~--~ 

Off~E~ins Yte ~uestion of !E2. estr.:b_li~~~ of a 

Fa~Fil~L-~<l . .£.9..n..£1:~.!~ .. !2.n c~rrmissi::m on 
Fr06<1.ara ~f AE:tsociation _,..... ___ -w._..........._ ...,._.,_.........._ 

The Secretary-GBneral has the hox~::nu: to circulate herewith, in accordance 

with resolution 239 (IX) :· .. f th0 .Econo.mic anc. S:Jcic.l Coun.cil, the text of a lettl 

dated 3 Februar·y 1950 from t.he .he ~ing Secr·etar·Y of Foreign Affairs of the· 

Philippine8. 

rHILIPPll'JES 

"T.11is is \vi th reference to Your E):cellency 1 s note (Ref: SOA 317/5/03/ 

E0) dated December 27, 1949, drawing attontim1 tc resolution 239 (IX) 

adopted by tho Economic and. Social Council on August 2, 1949, and requestin 

corrililent C:i-1. the progress re})ort rt<~;axdL"lc, the esta·olislilllent of the :D'act­

FL:;ding &..""ld Conciliation C:lllanission on J!'reedom of Association. 

"In this connection, I have the honor to subilli t heretmdur the views of 

this Govenl.lllent on the matter: 

"As a e:,en0ral proposition, this Governm,;nt is in accord with the plE4i. 

f ~ir the estc.blisbruent by the International Lc:'l.l)cur Office of a Fact-Findint:. 

and Conciliation COllllllission on Freedom of Association for the plcrpose of 

i:n.ternational G'\l.?ervision of freedom of assocj.ati:m, such co:rrmi:Jsian, vThen 

finally establiohed, to consist of "persons who hold, have held, or are 

qualifiecl. to hold hit;h judicial office, or who have other special 

qualificationi::l for examinins and evaluatinb evidence concerning factual 

allegationo relatinJ to the exercise o:l.' trade union richts, and who will 

COJLmand general confidence by reason of their character, standing and 
/impartiality 
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impartiality." It is felt that the estaolisbment of the comrnission which 

is intended to be an implementation organ and essentially a fact-f'indine:, 

body, would exercise ir.:fluence upon Philippine labor relationo, not only 

because the Philippir.~.es is a member·of the International Labour O::ccanizutio; 

but because this cotmtry was a party to the adoption of the Convention on 

Freedom of Association and Protection of the .Right to Organize (1948) and 

the Convention on the Right to Organize and Collective :Bargainln2, (1949). 

"Hecarding the proposal that neither the Governing Body nor the 

International Labour Conference should refer a case tD the cornmission excel 

with the consent of the '}CJver·nment concer·ned, it is i3Ut;gested that in the 

formulation of the necessary rules and r:.:ocedw:e gove:r:ning reference of 

cases to the conm:tission, the propos:1ls 'J:: the :iJhectur··Gener·al be given as 

much effect as may be consis"tEJnt w::.~h the established practice of the Unitec 

Nations. This Goverr...ment is interested ill said proposal being embodied in 

the instnuaent for the crLction of the proposed colll!llission." 




