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I. FAO 1s intensely' interested 1n the possibilitT of establishing an 
Economic CaDIIlissicm for latin America. 

1. OUr own fields are those of Agriculture, Fisheries, Nutrition, 
Forestr,r, Statistics, and Welfare - all falltng within the broad field 
of EcOilCJilics. 

2. Our purposes are 1 as expressed in the Constitution o'f FAO, ., to 
promote the c0111110n welfare b7 f'urthertng separate and collect1Te action 

for the purposes of 

''raising levels of nutrition and standards of llvilJS of the peoples 
under their respective jurisdictions, 

"securing improvements in the eff'ici~C7 of the production and 
distribution. of all food and agricultural products, 

"bett&ring the cODdition of rural. populations, and thus contributine 
toward an expanding world econom.Y. ~ 

3. We have noted with great interest the repeated references to 
asrtculture and agricultural econanics 1n Worldl:lg Paper No.2 of this 
C,_,.ittee, prepared b7 the Delegatee of four latin American countries, 
since 1n these references we see the ground of C01IIDOD interest between 
our Organization and its member countries 1n latin America. FurtheJ'IIOre 1 
we can not conceive tbat proeress can be made in the fields of food and 
aericuJ.ture unless 1t. 1s paralleled b7 similar progress 1n the broad 
field of economics. 

4. Any action taken to better the economic situation 1n Latin America 
is welcomed b7 FAO. 

-
(a) FAO has al.read7 initiated arrangements for effective 
consultation on matters of common interest with the Pan American 
Union, and is about to conclude similar arraDgements with the 
Inter-Ameri,can Institute of .Agricultural Sciences, whose headquarters 
are at Turrialba, Costa Rica. 

(b) The co-operation established between FAO and the United Nations 
Economic COIIIIIlission for Europe has been pe.rticular]J close aZld 
effectiTe for both agencies, resultiJls 1n a valuable Conference on 
Timber and Forest Products Requirements of Europe held at 
Marianske I.e.zne, Czechoslovakia, and similar studies on fertilizer. 
Co-operation in the broad field of egr1cu1tura1 J)roduction 1e also 
underWe,r. 

/II. FAO' s work 
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3. FAO turtber collects from its member sovel'Dients aDd correlates 
lnf'ormation 1n 1 ts appropriate fields, to provide a baais for advising 
these sovel'DIIents on food and aericultural matters, at their request. 
This 1nf'omation is pthered .from its 54 1181Dber countries all over the 
world, and enables FAO to BUn'e7, in the broadest possible Dl8mler, the 
world auppl.J" and dem.nd, potential and effective, for food, fodder, fiber, , 
fertilizers, and ancil.lal'7 agricultural products and materials. 

IV. In closin8, I visb to thank the ad hoc Caai ttee on behalf of the Food 8ll4 
Asriculture Organization for the invitation to be present at tbeee meetiJJgs 
and to Wish 10u success 1n rour efforts to find an Organization capable of 
making an effective attack on the problema of Latin American economics. FAO 
w111 be slad to co-operate with such an organi!ation. F1nall.J", I might add 
that the location of the pe1'1118l18nt site of such an organization would be borne 
1n mind b7 FAO 1n its choice of sites for its Resiooal Offices in Latin 
America. 




