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I. FAO 18 mtensely interested in the possibility of establishing an
Economic Commission for Latin America.

1. Our own fields are those of Agriculture, Fisheries, Nutrition,
Forestry, Statistics, and Welfare - all falling within the broad field
of Economics.

2. Our purposes are, as expressed in the Constitution of FAO, “"to
promote the common welfare by furthering separate and collective action
..+ for the purposes of

"raising levels of nutrition and standards of 1living of the peoples
under their respective Jurisdictions,

"securing improvements in the efficiency of the production and
distribution of all food and agricultural products,

"bettering the condition of rural populations, and thus contributing
toward an expanding world economy."”

3. We have noted with great interest the repeated references to
agriculture and agricultural economics in Working Paper No.2 of this
Crmmittee, prepared by the Delegates of four lLatin American countries,
since in these references we see the ground of common interest betwoen
our Organization and its member countries in Latin America. Furthermore,
we can not conceive that progress can be made in the fields of food and
agriculture unless it is paralleled by similar progress in the broad
field of economics.

4. Any action taken to better the economic situation in Latin America
is welcomed by FAO.

(a) FAO has already initiated arrangements for effective
consultation on matters of common interest with the Pan American
Union, and is about to conclude similar arrangements with the
Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Scilences, whose headquarters
are at Turrialba, Costa Rica.

(b) The co-operation established between FAO and the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe has been particularly close and
effective for both agencies, resulting in a valuasble Conference on
Timber and Forest Products Requirements of Burope held at

Marianske Lazne, Czechoslovakia, and similar studies on fertilizer.
Co-opera.ticn in the broad field of egricultural production is also

underway .
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3. TFAO further collects from its member govermments and correlates
information in its appropriate fields, to provide a basis for advising
these govermments on food and agricultural matters, at their request.
This information is gathered from its 54 member countries all over the
world, and emables FAO to survey, in the broadest possible manner, the
world supply and demand, potential and effective, for food, fodder, fiber,
fertilizers, and ancillary agricultural producte and materials.

IV. In closing, I wish to thenk the ad hoc Comnmittee on behalf of the Food and
Agriculture Organization for the invitation to be present at these meetings
and to wish you succees in your efforts to find an Organizetion cepable of
making an effective attack on the problems of latin American economics. FAQ
will be glad to co-operate with such an organization. Finally, I might edd
that the location of the permanent site of such an organization would be borne
in mind by FAO in ite choice of sites for its Regiomal Offices in Latin

America.,





