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(Mr. Komatina, Secretary-General of the 
Conference and Personal Representative 
of the Secretary-General) 

"The prevention of an arms race in outer space, which is also on your 
agenda, continues to be an objective of major concern. The international 
community is legitimately interested in .preserving outer space for peaceful 
purposes. Consequently, I t~ust that the Conference will be able, in its · 
deliberations, to contribute to the achievement of mutual understanding and 
agreement. The consideration of this subject, like -that of nuclear war and 
nuclear testing, illustrates very clearly . the ~lose linkage·between bilateral 
and multilateral disarmament negotiations at the present time. Everything 
should be done to ensure that the approaches in one strengthen the prospects 
of progress in the other. 
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(i1r. Garcia Robles, i''iexico) 

f1uch the same occurred in relation to the item nprevention of an arms race in 
outer space", the resolution on 11hich, No. 39/59 of 12 December, received the largest 
numbers of votes in favour, 150, with none against anct a single abstention. In this 
resolution, the General Assembly stated that it Has "n;ravely concerned at the danger 
posed to all mankind by an arms race in outer space, in particular the impending 
danger of exacerbating the current state of insecurity by developments that could 
further undermine international peace and security", and reiterated that "the 
~nferencc on Disarmament, a3 the single multilateral disarmament negotiatine forum, 
has the primary role in the negotiation of an agreement or agreements 3 as appropriate, ' 
on the prevention of such an arms race in all its aspects. 

\That I hav:J referred to a;:> tne ;' justified impatience and ill-concealed 
indignation" reflected in many of the latest General Assembly resolutions, amply 
illustrated by the paraGrachs I have just quoted, seem even more visible in the two 
documents to which I referred at the beginning of this statement, although without 
identifying them as I shall now do in chronological order: the statement made b~ the 
Secretary-General of the Unite( Nations on 12 December 1984 before the plenary of the 
General Assembly Hhen t~1e latter tool< up consideration of the First Committee's 
reports conczrning disarmament, and the Ne1-1 Delhi Declaration, adopted in the Indian 
capital a I·Ieek ago, on 28 January, by the Heads of State or Government of six 
countries situated 6n three c6ntinents and two sub-continents: Argentina, . Greece, 
India, Sto~eden, Tanzania and ~·:exico. In vie\.r of the importance which, in my opinion, 
these two documents possess, it is extremcli desirable that th~y should r~c~ive 
suitable treatment; in this first statement I shall deal exclusively 1-1-ith the former, 
and shall deal with the latter in my next statement. 
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(i"ir. Garcia Robles, M:!xico) 

With regard to the demilitarizatio~ of outer space, the statement employs 
equally pressing and vigorous teems: 

"The time is equally pressing for talks on space 1.,reapons. It seems that, 
where weapons are concerned, the only way to halt a race is to prevent its 
startin~. Once the !"~ce is unde::' Hay, agreement is far more difficult. And 
the winner enjoys only a few, insecure moments cf victory before the other 
side catches up, leavin~ both to look back over yet more wasted human effort 
and ingenuity. There is :10 final advantage in the arms race. It is therefore 
crucial that a bun on ~ea~ons ~n th2 new theatre, outer space, be concluded 
at the earliest possible t~m2, before it is once again too late." 

The statement on \-ihich I !-lave ~een commenting ends by putting fort-lard a number 
of opinions, including the followin~: 

"The rolo of the; S.ecretary-GP.ner<?.l under the Charter requires him to 
confront any matter which may threaten international peace and security. It 
is my belief :.h2t nothing ;:os0s a g!"E.acel' threat to the international community 
than the continuins arms race, above all the nuclear arms race ••• 

"t"any ~.>rords h:1ve b8en spol<en in the cause of disarmament. l·Je are all 
aware of the goals, as outlined in ~he Final Document of the first 
special ses~ion •.• 

"Every person on th~_s ea :~th has a stak~ in disarmament. In the nuclear age, 
decisions affecting 1.,rar and peace cannot be left to militat•y strategists or even 
~o Governments. They are indeed the responsibility of every man and woman. 
And it is therefor·e the reoponsibility of all of us in this chamber to break 
the cycle of mistrust and insecurity and respond to humanity's yearning for 
peace." 
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(i"ir. Garcia Robles, i•,exico) 

Ideas such as those which ab.Jun1 in the statement by the Secretary-General of the 
United ;,lations upon Hilich I have just :'inished commenting deserve, in our opj.nion, 
serious reflection, es9ecially c~ the part of the representatives of the nuclear­
weapon Powers, above all tl1os ·~ of ::.he:n posscssj.ng the biggest arsenals of these 
terrible instruments of ma~s ~estruction, as we begin this session in the year of the 
fortieth anniversary of the birth of the United Nations and of the destruction of 
Hit"'oshima throu~h the ~;:plosion of the first atomic bomb. It is to he hoped that 
this reflection r.1ay pi~ovice saL1t::>ry inspiration for this Conference on Disarmament 
to be a~le fruitfully to undertake the work en~rusted to it. 
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(Mr. Issraelyan, US3H) 

Lastly, Hh il) speal<ing of the priod ty issues on the acenda of the Conference 
on Disarmament it is impossible to overlook the question which life itself has today 
placed at the . cent t~e of the · struggle against the nucl:::ar thl~eat' ; the strue;gle for 
disarmantent . I W:!an, of course, the question of preventinG an arms race in . space. 

The Soviet Union's view that to resolve the problem of the non-militarization 
of space is today of prime importance to t he cause of preventing nuclear war and 
curbing the at~m s !:"'ace l~e~ei ved practically unanimous support a 'c the thirty-ninth 
session of the Gene~a l Ass~n bly. The dialectics of the nucJ.ear space age are such 

that unless 8 solid barrier is e~octed against an arms race in space, there can be 
no hope of.. hal tinz it effectively. on Earth. The Soviet delegation therefore 
proposes to seek ~ th~ establishment by the Conference of an .ad hoc committee on th~ 
prevention of an ·arms race in space. The basis for the mandate of that body . · 
should be the provisions contained in General -Assembly resolution 39159, adopted 
on the initiative of the socialist and non-aligned countries by the votes of 
150 States, or virtually the Hhole . international community. 
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(i'~rs. Theorin, S\veden) 

ABM syste~s ar~ not the solution to secur~ty problems. This reality is 
re.flected in th•.:! 1)72 .\!Jd Ti~eaty, o;hj_cl1 p;~ohibi.ts ti1e developr:Jcnt, testin';; or 
daploy.TJant of· systems, or· components of sysi;e••ls, ,,riJetheP sea-based, J.ir-based, 
:space-based ot' mobile 13.nd-based, hJhtc:, are intended to counter strateo;ic ballistic 
•··1isAiles. T:1e Treaty itself r8co~~ni ::ec; that "effective measures to limit 
anti-b~llist!c mis3ile sy3teros would he a substantial factor ~n curbing the race in 
st~ate3ic offansive ar~s and would lead to a decrease in the risk of outb~eak of war 
involving nuclear WR8nona 1'. No prohibition, however, exists today as to other space 
wea?ons, such as ASr~-Yeaoons. 

Ther2 i3 a clone link bet~e~n development of ASAT-weapons and ABM systems. 
T1e c6n~truction of iual capacity ueapons, which can be used both against satellites 
~n1 ballistic missiles, is inde8d feaGiblc. Devaloprnent and testin~ of 
ASAT-Heapons could ~e used to circumvent the ABl'1 Treaty. 

It is encourar;if"t"; tlJat the St.?vi:;t Union and the United States have included 
prevention of an arms race in outer space in their forthcoming ne~otiations. 

Development, tcst1n1 and deployMent of all space weapons must be banned and 
such a ban must totally orohibit ASAT weapons -- existing or plann3d -- and include 
che destruction of existin'?; ones. ln·raitin~ a treaty banning such weapons all States 
should refrain frou: test in::;, davelopinn; and deployin'S ASll.T 1·1eapons. The use of 
ASAT weapons a~ainst another country's soace craft is already forbidden in 
international law. 

All countries, no'c only the supel' ·Pmvers, have a stak-3 in the prevention of an 
arms race in outer space. 

TI1e Conf3ranca on Disarmament should respond to the request by the 
General Assembly, and besin its work towarda an int2rnational treaty or treaties 
bannin~ all space Neapons, includin~ weanons d:rected against targets in space and 
from ~pace to earth by sectin~ un an 2d hoc committee on the preVention of an arms 
race in ·outer soaee. iiy Govarnment hopas and exp3cts that both super-Powers uill 
co-operate in this ende~vour. 


