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Letter dated 2 November 1989. fron the Charge d'affaires a'i' of
the Permanent Mission of Panama to tlte United Nations adtlressetl

to the Sec retarv-Gene ra1

I have the honour to eaclose the text of the opeD lette! (see annex) which
His Excellency Fraacisco A. Rotlriguez P., Provisional Presitlent of Ehe Republic of
Panama, addressed to the Lati! AInerican Presidents attendirxg the PresideDtial
neeting held at San Josti on 27 and 28 October 198s.
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I should be grateful if you rould have the text of this letter and its annexcircurated as an officiar. document of the Gererar Assenbly at its forty-fourth
session under itens L2,7Z, jg, AZ, 112, II5, 141 and 142,

(Siqned) Oscar CEVILLE
Anbassador

Deputy PermaDent Representative
Charg6 d,affaires a. i.

of the Mis sion
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Annex

OPEN LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE LATIN AMERICAN PRESIDENTS

EY THE PROVISIO!{AI PRESIDENT OF PANAMA

Sirs,

I have the honour to convey to You my best wishes for the success of the
defiberations beginning boday, in the hope that they will nake an effective
contributi.on to the search for ways of arriving at solutions to serious cotnmon

problems on the agenda of the international political debate whose coDsideration
cannot be put off.

The provisioaal Government of which I am the head has been fotlowilg !,ith very
special interest the negotiations recently initiated in response to th€ evidence
that ill.icit drug trafficking and tlrug abuse already constitute a terrible threat
to mankind and to the stabilily of human societies constituted as nation states.
In the shaalow of Governments, through toleral]ce or conPlicity, through
powerlessness or tregligence, criminal orgalizations have grortn uP which Possess
surprising po!.er, respect ao law and no moral principle, and have established a

network of supra-national corruption never before witnessed in hisEory.

I tleem it. appropriate oa this occasion to reiterate the of,fer I made at the
forty-fourth session of the United Nations Generat Assembly to the effect that tbe
Republic of Panama wouLd be pleased tso host and serve as the centre of operabions
of a nultinational force to conbat the drug traffic, Provided that this force is
estabfished ubder au internationaL convertio! which would guaranCee r€sPect for the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of, nations. Such a guarantee is requiretl in
view of the way the drug traffic Probten is beinq used, in that it is aPProacbed
nore as an instrument of power ganes than out of conscientious concertr to fintl
solutions.

In additiotr, at a meeting of such eminent and itrfluential Persous an
opporbunity may perhaps arise, in the discussioDs oa the toPics of denocracy and
human rights, to cotsider also the perception of another threats to the Peace and
stabilicy of Dations, particularly those among thern lthich are lagging far behin'l ilt
terns of econonic and social developnent,

Our countsries are having to deal t ith very difficult situations iD terms of
external debt and the position of each otre of them within the rtorld econony.
Naturally, our programmes have to treat these as Priorities, but their
inplenentat.ion in a climate of peace and democracy is inconqeivabfe at the cost of
sacrificing the needs of the masses in terms of health and education, food ald
preparation for productive $ork, spirituat sustenance and the development of civic
virtqes.

Conflicts over hegemony aPPear to have deffected us from the true challenge
facitrg mankind, uamely tbe struggle to achieve accepcable levels of wett-being for
al1 peoples, with each respecting the other and at1 workilg togetber' For the
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Peopl'es of the third '{or]d, the hopes of a bet.ter future will crystallize whea the
Poners discover that greater real benefits nilr, accrue to their peoples if the
existence of different social systems is accepted artt if it is understood thaE
PeoPles Produce more wealth as free nations ?than as coloaies or as colonial r6qirnes
under another aane.

Since the proposed goal is a colglomerate of
productive harmony on the America! continent, the
be ained at eliminating the exist.ilg obstacles to
democratic r6gimes.

democratic lations coeristing in
iaitial concerted efforts should
the energence of substattialty

The Provisional GoverDfieut of lrhich I am the head reiterates it.s corunitment to
the full' restoration of denocratic institutions through the holding of popular
electious !.ith broad guarantees, once the externar f,actors that currently inpede
the sel f-determination of the panamanian peopte have beeu elininated. Horrever,
tbis cornrnitment al.so obriges alr those who say they are iaterested in pronotiag
denocratic goverrunents to end all forns of interf,erence and ttestabi li zation in our
country.

It is pointless to refer tso a probl€m of denocracy in panana without
mentiolring the relentr,esa econonic, poritical aad diplonatic aggression to lrhi ch
Panama has been subjected by the United states and the constaDt harassmetrt carried
out by the United States Arned Forces iD our territory.

Furthermore, the Torrijos-Carter treaties prohibit interventio! or
interference by Unibed States civiliaDs or military persornel in the iDternal
affairs of Panama, and united states legislatioD supposetuy prohibits such actions.

This is an undeDiable reality which explaias t|hy about ZO United States
miritary personner have been killed in accidents in panama tturing irtimidating
nanoeuvres that vioLate the internal law of the Utrited States.

llben our goaL is the creation of a contiEeDtal fraternity, based on equatity
in the conmunity of natioDs, and lrhen ne are ia fact seeking to eliminate every
vestige of coloDialisn, the first thilg tre should question is the legitirnacy of oneor rnore nati.ons clairning to possess the exclusive authority to define, authenticate
or determine what constitutes democracy.

If a couDt.ry seeks to impose oa us its or.rn vision or version of democracy,
that word trill canouflage a slructure of neo-colonial dornination, since theinstitutional life of a people is !ot. shaped in that iray. It j.s the people
themselves, without foreig! interference, who must deternine whah is ihe best forrn
of goverr$ent for them, and that deternination canaot lead to stabl,e denocracy
unless it is the outcome of that people's ow! evolution. Each peopfe must. create
its own style of democracy. Ahe developnelt and progress of our nations can only
be shaped i! accordance with our aspirarioas when decololizat.ion has become a
pernanent reality.
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The detay which the Anericas have erperieaceal in estabfishiug substatrtive and

solid democracies caanot be dissociated frotn the obstructive ilfluelrce of
Deo-coloniaI'donination.

we PanamaaiaDs are paying a very high price for our decermioation to achieve
conplete liberation, but we shall Pursue our course without resentment' we have

*o"h to offer, aad indeed our g€ograPhicaL Position, which has bee! regarded as a

pivot of co[tiletttal domiaatiotl, ca! also serve as a rallying Point for a major
.ffort to atevetop Laci! America atd the caribbeaD, linking them to a globa1 econony

reoriented towards the Progress of all PeoPles of the worLd, with a nore equitable
distribution of the fruits of our corunon efforts. You can be sure thae you will
always find Panafia a valuable and reliable ally ia this endeavour '

I take this opportunity to corfirm the desire of rny coverffnent to strengthen
its bonats of frientlship with all natiols, and to colvey to you Ehe assurarces of ny
highest consideration.

Panama, 27 October 19 89


