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BeloIL of the Crs.-,entials Comittee

Chalman: lulr . Nethan SAIiiTES (liberie )

L. At :-ts J.206th !l-enar? neetlng, ou 1! Septcrob et !961, the Ceneral Ass edly,
llt accordance qlth ruJ-e 28 of lts ru]es of, proced.ure 2 eppointeA a Credent la,ls
CoIfldttee for f iis eigbteenth sesaion consiEting of the frrl-l-owlflg l4esber Stetes !
Algerle, Be-Igiu.E, Ecue.do:, freland, Liberia, Nepall pananra, the Unlon of Sovlet
SociBl-lst Republtcs arrd re ttrrtted States of Araerica.
2. the Cred.entiale Co&dttee roet on 12 Deceeber L95r.
5. 1,1x. Nathan 8Afi$ES (Liberia) vas unanlmously efected Chairoan of, the
Cq4tr1"".
L. Tte ChaJ enan dreff the attenti.on of the Con@ittee to the neuo?andu'tr by the
Secxeta.rj.-Genera.l on the status of credentlals of the representatives to the
eigbteenth gession of tbe Generel Assenhl_y, as of 12 Deceuber 195J. The

eellDrandum irdicatai that the credentlals of some representatlves I while r"rnqnatlaS

frcm the propor authority, had been subnitted in the form of a cabJe and thu6 d.lil

not confore& to the established. practice accord.j.ng to which, except ln the caae of
elnsrgency seEeions, they $hould be d.ra.wn up 1n the fon0 of e l{yltien docu]nent

bearlng the s lgnatuxe of the lssulng authorlty. flowever, 1n view of the lmllnelc€
of the cl-oslng d.ate of the elgbteenth se€sion and tbe aseurances glven by the
alelegattons concercred. that the credenttal-s in the proper foru would be provlded. 88

soon aa posslble, he proposed that, as an exceptlonal rtr€€€Dre1 the Cc@ittee
shotld flod the cred.entlals of tbose representatLves in order.
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5, nrc Chalrltan also propoeed thet, to ensure orilerlg procedure in the flitur€t
the golmlttee nlght, rxi6h to Btress in itg report the necesslty of aII }tember

states coEplring rtttt the requireuents of rule 2J of the rulee of procedure; cf
tba'Genef,e-l Assenbly and subrltttl,ng the crettentlals of theLr representatlves, lf
poestble, not ].eEs thsn one lreeh before the date fi:(eal for the opentlg of, the
sessl.on.

6. Botb propoEalB were ad.opted unanimous Iy r
7. Ehe representatLve of the U:lon of Sovlet Socta^l.ist Republlcs lDtroduceil a
draft resolutlon provlding thai the CreCen+,ials Co@dttee decide t'to regartl aB

iavalld the cred.entlal,s subr[ bteil to the eighteenth Ee8sion of the cenera]. As8enbfy
of the Lhltetl Nat lona by persons d.escrlbiug theneelves as represerbatlves of tbe
Government of, the RepubLic of Chlna, Ln viera of the fqct that.thoBe credentla1s
a]'e lnconslstent $'lth the prov16lon6 of rule 2f of the rufes of procedure of the
General. Assenbly'!. He stateal that onLy the representetlves of .the Centra.l .?eople ts

Covernilent of the Peopl-e ts Republie of Chlna couJ.d represen.t qbina !n the ilnlteil
Natlons and thet the artlficlal excluslon of tha,; counbryts legiti:nate
representatlves cou1d. not be tole:.ated. for it irpaired tbe authcrity aDd

effectlveness of the GeneraL Asseeb]-y al3d otber ltrtiteal tiat lons or€arrs in E ol-ving
worlal problelq8

8. The Chal:=aan, notl.ng that, the General Aseenbly had. already talcen a ileclslon
on the ne.tter at tts L2l+8th plenary oeotlngr'under agenda lten BO, and recelllng
the establlshed preced.ents 1n the Cred.entie.ls Ccrnmitteel ru].eti that tbe USSR draft
resolutioh ![as out of ord,er.
g. The representatl.ve of the LESRr tn chFllenging the ruling of the Chelrrnanl
stated. thet the decision of the ceneral As sernbl-y referf,eal to by the Chal!f,aa, whlch
hod been taken by a sratt uaJorlty, alxd paet precetlents fihich hi6 del-egatlon
coDs ld ered. iuFroper, dtd not constltute justlficetion for the ruLing esde by the
Cheiroan.

10. ttre Chslrruan t s iuung was upheld. by 5 voies to 5.
1l-. In erqg]-anation of thelr vote6, the representatives of AJ-geria ard Nepal
stated thet they would hsve voted. ln favour ctr the USSR draft resolutlon h€d lt
been put to tbe vote, Ihe representative of Algerla a,ald.ed that he had. voted.

agalost the Chainnan I s ruling because lt deprivetl bls alelegatlon of the olflorbualty



12. tbe representatives of Belglun ana o: ttrg LESR supportetl the Euggestlcn Dsdb

by the repreGentatlve of Algerie. .r "; r

f). f,be Lega.I Counsel stated. that, *t*if" ta":Coreittee r*ias requtr'ea:'io I ti!-aifrtbe '.ri

a{se$
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e$ressel the rvts' that, httug

Ccrmltteels reporb. , rl r r .. .. 
.,

15. The tepreBehtattTe of the,USSR qtated that his delegatiori had glven elmpattretlc
consttIerat1ontothestatenentsa.lebytherepIesentativoofrndo!es1aatihe.'':
1206th llenary meetlng regardlng the seatilg of the relresentatives bf, Ma.IaJEl8 1u

the GeneraL As$en}ly and gli).p"o.rlled. the position of, Ipionesla in tids regar.il. The

rePreseDtatlve of Algeria eryressed. the hope.tbat the 
'agreenencs 'now being

neSotlated by the partles concerned. ulght brlng improved relationsl but should lev
titfficu1t1e6 arise he uoul-d assoclate hfurself vlth the vlevs :expressett ty the
representative of the ussR. The representat,lve of the trritec st:aies sald that,in
his delegation rs vlew no questS-on Ehould. arlse ln connexlon rrlth the cred.entlals
of the replesentatlves of y,alaysla, lrhich ss.a reEult of tlue constltutional proceEs

had, sueceedeal to the Fed.eratlon of Malaya.
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16. The repreEentatlveB of Algerla, the USSR and Llberla reserved. thef po8tttolg

eith regard to the credentials of the repreoente+.ives of the Govenxment of South

Afrlca whlch ln the vlev of thelr d.elegatlong waa not repleseutative of tbe people

of South Afrlca antt 1,rhlcb persistently violated the prloclples of the ttnlteal Nations

Charter a:ld contlnueal to defy numexous resolutl.ons adopted by tlnlted Natlons ot,gans 
I

cpl ling for Er eacl of the poflcy of, g)3gl}gg. i^rhlle not requestlng a fo:mal-

declsion on the natter at the preeent stage, these representatives felt that the

tr-e bad ecnne for the ihlted Natlons to ulderba.ke a r€vle1J| of the vaJ.idity of the

credentlaLs sub[dtted by sucb a Government.

J-J. A proposal vas subnLtted by the Chalrta€n that the Credentials Ccd@ittee flnd
tbe cred.entlals of aL'l representatives ln ord.er anA reco@end that the GeneraL

Asgenbly approve lts report 
"

IB. fhe repreEeniative of the US$R saiai that he nroll].d vote ln favour of tbe

Chalrrnanr g paoposaL, w:itlrout preJudice however to the three reservation€ he bad

raad e earlier and lthout in any vay inpbring thet he agree<l wlth all- the vlewe

e:<5rressed. ln the report. T'he repres entat ive of Algerla Etated tbat he was 8-1so ln
agreement wlth the Chalrlla-n rs propoea.].l subject to the reservations he hacl

expressed, partlcularJ-y vlti: respect to the representation of Chlna and $outh

Afrlca, lrhtch sbou].d be considered forEsJ. reBelvations by hIs tlPle€ation.

19. The lrotr)osal of the Chalf,nan vas epprcove(l by the Conmittee.

RECOM},MNDAITION OF THE CREDII.IEIAIS CCSI}4ITIEE

20. Ttre gred ent la^Ls Cololittee, therefore, recoolentls to the oener&l Asserobly the

atloptlon of the fol-Loring draft resolutlon:

The General- Assenbl:.
gp!gr", the report of the CredentisJ-s Conuittee.




