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Question of Namibia (continued):

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples;

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for
Namibia;

(c) Reports of toe Secretary-General

1. Mr. TAHINDRO (Madagascar) (interpretation
from French): The question of Namibia has been a
matter of grave concern to the United Nations since
its establishment. Despite its continuous efforts to
include Namibia in the world of the second part of
the twentieth century, in accordance with the princi­
ple of the equality of rights of peoples and their right
to self-determination in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations, the people of Namibia remain
the victims of a colonial regime which stubbornly
refuses to abide by the injunctions of the internation­
al community. Although there is a world consensus
on ~ondemnation o.f the illegal occupation of the
TerrItory, South AfrIca has attempted to consolidate
its grip by massive militarization of Namibia, pillag­
ing its resources and treating its people brutally.
Moreover, this shameful regime has continuously
sought to impose puppet institutions on the local
nnnllt~tinn in vinlllltinn "f ~Pl'nrit'l1 t"'nnnl'it r ..,,,,",,III_r-Y-----_··' ... .. ....,._..._.. ...,.....-......... ."J "-'".... .a&'W&& ."'..:11'"....-
tion 439 (1978) which declared any unilateral meas­
ures taken by the apartheid regime in relation to the
electoral process and any institutions established as a
result of such elections to be null and void.
2. South Africa, in collaboration with certain for­
eign interests, is shamelessly pillaging the natural
resources of Namibia. In this context, it is not
surprising that the Namibian economy has remained
a colonial-type economy. A report of the United
Nations Council for Namibia prepared for the Inter­
natio~~l Conference in Support of the Struggle of the
Namlblan People for Independence, held in Paris
from 25 to 29 April 1983, demonstrates that that
economy is divided into two sectors. The main sector
includes the two most highly productive branches of
activity, mining and commercial agriculture, and is
located in the area reserved for the whites. That area
takes up more than two thirds of the Territory. As for

83rd
PLENARY MEETING

Monday. 3 December 1984.
at 3.20 p.m.

NEW YORK

the African majority, it is parked in homelands in the
north of the country, whose meagre agricultural
resources are not sufficient to feed the population,
and it is not authorized to leave those areas, under
the apartheid system, except to act as cheap contract
labour for white farmers.
3. If we study a breakdown of the gross domestic
product in the Territory in per capita terms we note
that this is one of the most inequitable systems of
income distribution in the world. According to
available figures, the per capita income of whites in
1980 was 3,000 rand approximately, whereas for the
blacks as a whole the corresponding figure was 125
rand. This represents a 24 to I ratio.
4. Moreover, an analysis by sector demonstrates the
unbalanced and precarious structure of the N~mibian
economy. The mining industry contributes approxi­
mately half of the gross domestic product, but uses
only 10 per cent of the labour. Commercial agricul­
ture provides a lucrative revenue to approximately
5,000 white exploiters, who own more than 95 per
cent of commercialized agricultural production. Sub­
sistence agriculture is almost the only economic
activity reserved for the indigenous population and
constitutes only 2.5 per cent of all the agricultural
production placed on the market. Altogether, the
agricultural sector contributes approximately 14 per
cent of the gross domestic product and 20 per cent of
exports. It can be noted in passing that there is6ver­
exploitation of fish resources and that this has
contributed to impoverishment of the marine re­
sources of the Territory. On the other hand, the
mining sector represents approximately half of the
gross domestic product and approximately 90 per
cent of exports. Since South African and foreign
interests operating in Namibia are focusing on min­
ing in order to make quick profits, other sectors of
the economy have been left to one side, leaving this
potenti_al~y rich Territory dependent on imports to
meet their most elementary needs.

Mr. Moushoutas (Cyprus). Vice-President. took the
Chair.
5. According to available information, it is general­
ly estimated that South African forces in Namibia
number approximately 100,000 men-in other
words, approximately onc soldier per 12 Namibians.
To that figure must be added the territorial forces of
South-West Africa/Namibia, the paramilitary and the
police, including the "anti-riot forces", called the
"permanent force", the "citizens' force", the
"national service men". All these occupation forces
are stationed in approximately 85 to 90 bases in
Namibia.
6. Moreover, it has been established that South
Africa, in violation of international tr~aties prohibit­
ing the production and utilization of chemical and
bacteriological weapons, is manufacturing such
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weapons for use against . the national liberation SWAPO, the sole authentic representative of this
movements in South Africa and Namibia. In this heroic and martyred people. We are convinced that
context, a white South African conscientious objector Namibia will soon take its proper place within the
stated to a United Nations ad hoc group of experts on international community. In this context, we should
26 May 1983 that the apartheid regime was trying to like to read out an extract from the message of the
develop biological weapons, called ethnic weapons, President of the Democratic Republic of Madagas-
using carefully chosen viruses that would contami- car, Mr. Didier Ratsiraka, which was transmitted to
nate the black popu}ation only. the President of the United Nations Council for
7. In view of the continued illegal occupation of Namibia, on the occasion of the Week of Solidarity
Namibia by the racist regime of Pretoria, it is with the People of Namibia and Their Liberation
important to emphasize that the Namibian people, Movement, SWAPO, as follows:
far from bowing their heads, have pursued their "The Democratic Republic of Madagascar will
armed struggle under the guidance of the South West always stand side by side with peoples struggling
Africa People's Organization [SWAPO], their sole for their liberation, and it is with deep feeling that
authentic representative. The freedom fighters of the the Supreme Council of the Revolution, the Gov-
people's liberation army ofNamibia have st~pped up ernment and I offer the fraternal people of Namib-
their· armed struggle and inflicted important human ia and SWAPO our sincere support and militant
and material losses on the occupation forces. solidarity."
8. We are convinced that continuing armed strug- 13. Finally, we should like to avail ourselves of this
gIe, with the unswerving support of the international opportunity to reiterate our support for the United
community, is the only way for the Namibian people Nations Council for Namibia-over which you have
to regain their freedom. the honour to preside, Mr. President-as the only'
9. We would like to express our appreciation to the legal Administering Authority of the Territory until
United Nations and in particular the United Nations its total independence.
Council for Namibia for their tireless efforts to 14. Mr. SINCLAIR (Guyana): For as long as the
ensure that this Territory speedily achieves indepen- question of Namibia continues unresolved, it be-
dence. We consider the Council to be the only comes increasingly instructive. It holds valuable
Administrative Authority for Namibia and reject any lessons in explaining why States behave the way they
solution that would envisage the prior elimination of do; what motivates them; the extent to which they
SWAPO, which, because of its valiant struggle, has believe in and are committed to principle and to the
indeed become the sole representative of the Namib- rule of law; and how far they are prepared to go in
ian people. . defence of the values they profess to uphold, particu-
10. We are convinced that Security Council resolu- larly when they believe a national interest, whether
tion 435 (1978) is the only basis for a peaceful real or otherwise, is at stake.
solution to the Namibian problem. It is high time for 15. One aspect of the uniqueness of Namibia is that
South Africa to understand that the international the framework for a settlement of this question
community will accept no internal settlement which already exists, unanimously adopted by the Security
imposes a neo-colonialist solution. Similarly, it must Council. I refer to the settlement plan endorsed in
understand that the international community will Security Council resolution 435 (1978). This plan has
continue to reject any "link" or "parallel" between even had the support of a potentially effective
the independence of Namibia and the withdrawal of institution for its implementation, and here I refer to
the Cuban forces from Angola as obviously incom- the Western contact group.
patible with the spirit and letter of resolution 435 16. Six years have elapsed since the adoption of
(1978). South Africa must understand sooner or later that resolution and the people of Namibia are no
that it is not by a blind rush forward, politically, by nearer the achievement of their goal. They have seen
turning the conflict into a Namibian conflict, or by their right to freedom made a hostage of East-West
perpetrating armed acts of aggression against Angola Power politics, with their future linked to extraneous
and other front-Hne States that it win be able to solve considerations relating to issues falling squarely
the problem of the decolonization of Namibia. within the purview of the sovereignty of an indepen-
11. We are convinced that only the speedy exercise dent African State.
of self-determination by the Namibian 'people under 17. I am aware that this situation of stagnation has
the supervision of the United Nations, the disman- been causing a great deal of anguish to the Secretary-
tling of the apartheid system, the unconditional General. In addition to the aspect of human suffering
withdrawal of South African occupation forces from and threat to peace and security, there is also that of
Namibian territory, the cessation of acts of aggres- the implications for the United Nations, which, since
sion and destabilization, and the granting of material 1966, has had such a special relationship with the
assistance to SWAPO and front-line States will make Territory of Namibia.
it possible to reduce tension in this area ofAfrica. We 18. I should like here to pay a public tribute to the
call upon all peoples that cherish peace and justice to Secretary-General for his continuing personal devo-
support the victims of the barbaric regime of Preto- tion to the cause of Namibia's freedom in the face of
ria, as called for in the Bangkok Declaration and South Africa's intransigence on the one 'hand and the
Programme of Action on Namibia [A/39/24, part collaboration and permissiveness of some Western
two, chap. Ill, sect. B] of May 1984. States on fhe other.
12. For our part, we reaffirm once again our 19. Reflecting on the question of Namibia-as this
solidarity with the just cause of the Namibian people debate provides an opportunity for so doing and
who are fighting for recognition of their fundamental indeed requires us to do-I am certain that members
inalienable rights and for the territorial integrity of will agree that the pervasive feeling in the Ass~mbly
Namibia, including Walvis Bay and the offshore is one of having been let down. The international
islands. Also, we solemnly reiterate our.,support for coritmunity had reposed faith in the ability, and
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certainly the preparedness, of the contact group, law colonial occupation is illegal; and people subject-
acting on behalf and in support of the Security ed to alien domination and exploitation have a ri~ht
Council, to curb South Africa's intransigence and to self-determination. This right to self-determina-
defiance and to ensure Namibia's freedom. Yet, tion even pre-dates the very creation of the Organha-
looking back over the last six years, is it not South tion. It is here that we find the roots of what is the
Africa that has been "calling the shots" over Namib- legal consensus on Namibia.
ia? And who knows what other devices may still be 26 P 't t t th f4 II . f4 r fi
concealed in its repertoire in order to produce even .a ~orke~7~ d:ar

o
a~docios: f~e~dl~'t~~ N~~iI~f~

more delay in Namibia's accession to freedom? cause, Professor Julio Faundez, Lecturer in Law at
20. It pains us to confess it but in the struggle for the University of Warwick:
liberation in southern Africa or elsewhere, clear, "The rejection of colonialism and the recogni-
proper assessments are essential. Effectively, the tion of the legitimacy of the struggle for national
Pretoria regime has been able so far to halt the march independence stem from a generalized awareness
of decolonization in Africa at the northern border of that colonialism constitutes a denial of basic
Namibia; and the judgement of history will certainly human rights, ofessential political freedoms and of
be that it was allowed to do so by States which had economic independence. This political awareness
the power to restrain it but chose not to do so. is today part of international law and is embodied
21. To be sure, there was much contact group in rules which provide that the fate of a territory
activity over the last six years. But what is clear, what should be determined by the people who live in it,
has been clear throughout the period in. question, is that the protection of natural resources is an
that Namibia's liberation has never fired the enthusi- essential prerequisite in exercising political sover-
asm of these States. It has never truly sHmulated a eignty and that the adoption of policies to perpetu-
commitment on the part of these Governments to ate alien political domination constitutes a particu-
doing something decisive to bring about that free- larty serious violation of international law. It is
dom. these general principles and rules of international
22. As a member of the United Nations CouncH for law that create binding obligations on all States to
Namibia, I wish to be careful not to imply a lack of bring South Africa's occupation to an end, to take
appreciation for the part which the Governments of steps towards contributing to the self-determina-
these countries have otherwise been playin~ in sup- tion process and to take effective measures to
port of Namibia's liberation. Their contrIbutions, protect Namibia";) natural resources".
financial and otherwise, to the Nationhood Pro- 27. My delegation calls on the Governments con-
gramme for Namibia, to the United Nations Fund cerned to make a firm commitment to Namibia's
for Namibia, and in other areas, have been generous freedom; to take a stand, once and for all, on the side
and have made possible significant accomplishments of legality, on the side of the people of Namibia and
in the areas of concern of these various activities. the struggle for their liberation. With such a commit-
This is a matter of record. However, while it is noble ment by them, Namibia's freedom could not be far
to raise the comfort level and to contribute to the away.
well-being and the edification of Namibians outside 28. Of course, by withholding their full support for
of Namibia, ten times more noble is it to help them the struggle of the people of Namibia these Goyern-
to get the occupiers out of their home. ments are only delayin~ Namibi~'s f~eedom; they do
23. The Guyanese delegation has stated on many not, they cannot, deny It. And thiS brIngs me to other
occasions that South Africa's occupation of Namibia lessons to be learned from the question of Namibia:
has benefited from and been sustained by Western the indestructible nature of the desire for freedom,
investments, Western permissiveness, Western pas- the resilience of the human spirit and the extent of
sivity and Western vetoes, whether real or threat- sacrifice which peoples are willing to endure for their
ened. The basis of the partnership between the- racist freedom. Policies of terror, detention, torture and
Pretoria regime and some Western States and their intimidation have done nothing to the people of
monopolies is well known. Namibia. if not to make that flame of freedom bum
24. The converging and interlocking political and even brighter within their hearts. The Pretor; l regime I
economic interests are no less so: the Tsumeb has left them with practically no options; that is why
Corporation, Consolidated Diamond Mines of South the struggle will continue, and it will be victorious.
West Africa, Ltd., Rassing Uranium Ltd" among 29. The General Assembly has a duty in the course
others, are the embodiments of imperialist plunder of the current debate to identify practical ways of
and exploitation in the Territory of Namibia. Such intensifying moral and material support for the
collaboration with the Pretoria regime represents an efforts of the Namibian people. That struggle, under
alliance with apartheid, an alliance which hurts the the leadership of SWAPO, is the true expression of
people of Namibia and prolongs their suffering. It is the striving of the Namibian people for self-determi-
these interests-is it not?-which stand between nation and independence. Support by the interna-
certain Western Governments and a genuine com- tional community for SWAPO is part of the effort for
mitment to bringing an end to South Africa's occupa- the application of principles on which the United
tion of Namibia. Nations is based. The Assembly should, on this
25. My concern now is not only out of humanitari- occasion also, invite all States Members to extend
an conSiderations. It springs also from considerations increased and effective material, financial, political
of legality, to which I know Western States are fond and diplomatic support to SWAPO.
of expressin~ such profound adherence. And when I 30. At the same time, the international community
invoke legalIty I do not have in mind simply this or must increase its support to the front-line States,
that resolution of the General Assembly or the which, because of the support which they render to
Security Council. My concern is even more funda- the liberation struggle of the people of Namibia, must
mental. It is that under contemporary international endure a never-ending wave of assaults by South



1474 General Assembly-Thirty-ninth Session-Plenary Meetings

Africa against their sovereignty and territorial integ- 36. In all these aspects I have identified and in any
rity, with the most injurious effects on their econom- programme of work that may be agreed upon for the
ic structures,and extensive loss of life and material . Council, the commitment and dedication of the
damage. Government and delegation of Guyana remain se-
31. Guyana has read carefully 'the communication cure. .. .
of 29 November addressed to the Secretary-General 37. Mr. FOUM (Umted RepublIc of Tanzama):
by the President of the People's Republic of Ango!a, Few problems have engaged the attention of the
and we reiterate our support for and solidarity with international community over the last 18 years as has

. the Government and people of Angola in their efforts the illegal occupation of Namibia by racist South
to safeguard their sovereignty and territorial integri- Africa. In the years since the General Assembly
ty. We also express our appreciation for Angola's terminated th~ Mandate of apartheid South Africa
commitment to ensuring Namibia's early liberation. over Namibia numerous attempts to elaborate politi-
As we in Guyana see it, Angola is fully entitled to cal arrangements for its peaceful transition to inde-
make such arrangements as it considers appropriate pendence have been I'1ade. NOlle, however, has
for the defence of its sovereignty and territorial engaged the international community more and
integrity. gener~ted morecorre~ponding ~ptimism t~an the
32. The essential counterpart of and complement to adoi>tlon by th~ Secunty Co~ncl~ of, resolution 435
a concern with the presence of Cuban troops in (1978), endorsmg the. 9rgamzatlo~ ~ plan for. the
A 1 b · d 1· mdependence of Namibia. The polItical and dlplo-

ngo .amust. e, It seems to ~y e.egatlon, more matic activity which ensued and was sustained over a
effective action, by those feelIng this concern, to . d f fi d h' I
restrain South Africa from its attacks against Angola pen0.o Ive ~ear~ ma e nec~ssary t e pre-Imp e-
and from rendering support to those bands which mentatIo~ ~eetmg m. Geneva m Jan~ary 1981 and

. h d b·l· d d . h G the proximity talks m 1982 here m New York.
WIS to esta I Ize an .un "e!ffime t e overnment Indeed, we recall the sense of optimism which was
of Angola..The Pretona regime. must be m~de .to generated by the positive pronouncements of the
~espec.t the mdependence, soverel~nty an~ ternto~lal parties to those talks and in particular the concluding
!ntegrlty ofAngola and mus! refral!! fro~ ~nte!vemng declaration of the proximity talks that, save for the
m t~e Territory and from mterfermg m Its mternal system to be employed in the elections, all issues
affaIrS. . relating to the implementation of resolution 435
~3. Th~ Assem~ly must also strive to ensure ~h~t (1978) had been resolved.
mte~atlOnal action for the freedom of Namibia 38. Speaking on this item at the thirty-eighth ses-
regams m'?l!1entllm. There. must be an early re~~rn to sion [78th meeting], my delegation expressed deep
the modalI~les of transferrmg power ~o. the legltImat.e regret that the hopes which had accompanied the
represent~tIVes ofthe peo~le ofNaml~I~: The Securl- conclusion of those proximity talks and the reaching
!y CouncIl ~ust shoulder I!S responsibilIty to ensure of the agreement on the framework for the com=
Implementation of resolutIon 435 (1978). mencement of the implementation of resolution 435
34. The United Nations Council for Namibia has (1978) had been frustrated by the introduction by the
been pointin~ the way for action by the international racist regime of new and irrelevant demands and by
community m these respects. My delegation wishes its predicating the independence of Namibia on their
to commend and express its appreciation for the fulfilment. This regret was shared by the overwhelm-
leadership provided by Mr. Paul Lusaka of Zambia ing number of delegations. Today, a year later, the
in this regard. In the face of indifference and even refusal of the apartheid regimp fr, allow the imple-
open hostility from certain quarters, the Council, mentation of the plan pers! ~l efforts by the
under his guidance, has striven tirelessly and stead- front-line States, by SWAPO, ..>;e Secretary-Gen-
fastly in the fulfilment of its mandate. The year 1984 eral and by the United Nations as a whole to find a
has been a year of solid achievement in the area of way out of the impasse have been frustrated by the
attracting and mobilizing support for the Namibian consistent refusal of the apartheid regime to heed the
struggle; 1985 must be, and will be, a year of even demands of the inte;rnational community.
gii~atei action and achievement in response to the 39. While the apartheid r~gime of South Africa. an
new cha!l~nges facing the U:nited Nation~ .in r~spect inherently aggressive regime, is opposed in principle
o~ Namibia and the. e~olvmg opportu.mtles m the to the independence of Namibia, no framework of a
Wider struggle.. A PrIOrIty ~rea of action must, of political relationship with any other country has
course, be the ImplementatIon of Decree No. 1 for done more in its reinforcement of that aggressive-
the Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia,1 ness and opposition, to undermine the international
enacted by the United Nations Counci~ for Namibia efforts to free Namibia than the so-called policy of
on. 27 September 1984. The CouncIl ~as. amP.le constructive eng~gement. Put into effect four years
eVidence, among non-govern~ental orgamzations m ago, the policy, In a two-pronged strategy, has been
Weste~ ~urope and the Untted .States, of the most instrumental in the elaboration of a political partner-
enthUSiastic support for suc~ actIon. We must make ship which is mutually complementary. On the one
the best us~ of that enthUSiasm and good will and hand, the apartheid regime sustains a political objec-
proceed to give effect to the Decree which we enacted tive of constructive engagement in i,ts insistence on
10 years ago. linkage, and, on the other, it is rewarded by collabo-
35. In 1985 we need to apply our creative energies, ration jn all fields, as well. as by general political
as never before, to Namibia's liberation. Through our protect~~n..That colla~oratlon has f~und co.ncr~te
joint efforts we must also identify areas of action for e~presslo~ ~n the for~mg of closer diplomatiC ties
makin$. a greater assertion of the authority of the ~It~ the re~lme, as eVldc~ced by the m~ny exchange
CouncIl and for ~iving more practical expression to V.ISlt.S of high-level offiCIals on both Sides and the
the seriousness With which we take our responsibility slgnmg of a consular treaty.
as legal Administering Authority. Our first concern in 40. Apartheid South Africa is the recipient of the
this regard must certainly be resolution 435 (1978). ,most sophisticated ar~aments and delivery systems,
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including technology and personnel, to assist in the regime and its allies to independence for the Namib-
d~yelopment of the.apartheid nuclear-weapo~ capa- ian peopl~. From the poirt of view of strategy, they
bthty, m contravention of the arms embargo m force are remimscent of the ludicrous claims of the intangi-
against that regime. ble element of the so-called mutual trust and conti-
41. In t~~ economic fiel~, the certificate of political dence or the so-c~lIed United ~a!ions impartiality in
respectabJhty accorded It by constructive engage- the years precedmg the proximity talks-these de-
ment has paved the way for billions of dollars in new mands being ofcourse aimed at thwarting the putting
investments and loans, including those directly spon- into pl~ce of arrangements for the independence of
sored by the proponents of constructive engagement. Namibia.
42. At the political level, constructive engagement 47.. Linka~e has been rej.ected and condemned by
has meant ut:tfaltering consistency in support of the th~ mter~a!lonal.commumty as a :wh<?le. It ~as been
apartheid regime. Close identification with the preoc- rejected I.n Its phdosophy and apphcatlon as It relates
cupati0l1;s of .apartheid on the diplomatic front by to the rel!~forcern~ntof apar!heid, t<:> th~ sustenance
s<J~e of Its alhes, the frantic efforts to rehabilitate the of ~ggresslon ag~l1nst t~e nelghbourm~ mdependent
regime, and the ready resort to the use of veto in i.h~ African States, m particular the contmued occupa-
Security Council to protect it have emboldened it tion of Angola, and to the denial of the Namibian
aild sustained its defiance. Indeed, the Assembly people's right. to .self-~etermination .and indepen-
rememb~~s the way the apartheid regime flaunted dence. That reJ~ctlon stdl st~nds. Afrlc~, the ~ove-
that pohtlcal support and protection when it con- ment of~on-AhgnedCountrle~and the mternatlonal
temptr,ously rejected Security Council resolution 539 commumty as a whole have reiterated that the issue
(1983) in a letter dated 29 October 1983 from the ~f t~e presence of Cuban troops is not .a p~oblem and
representative of South Africa to the Secretary- IS without consequence to the decolomzatlon process
General.2 in Namibia. It is an artificial creation, conveniently
43. As it relates to linkage, the strategy is subsumed given to racist South A~rica to justjfy obstinat.e
in making the independence of Namibia conditional endeavours to pre~ent the Implementation of SeCUfl-
upon the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola. ty Co~ncd resolution 43~ (1978). . .
In due course, however, it has become evident that 48. SlD~e the last. seSSion, as the ~nternatlOnal
the~~ troops are being used to mask the deep-rooted commumty ~a~ cont.lDued .t~ grapple with t~e prob-
pO~ltlcal opp~si.tion of the apartheid regime and its lem of N~mlbla, t~IS. posItion has ~een rel~erated.
alhes to ~a~lbla's independence, thereby protecting The Meetmg of .Mlmsters for F~relgn Affairs. and
the. multmatlO!lal interests which have convergent Heads !JfDe.legatlon <:>f the Non-AlIgned CountrIes to
deSIres to contmue plundering the natural resources the t~lrty-mnth session of the General Assembly,
of Namibia. As an added incentive the apartheid held m New York from I to 5 October 1984, as well
r~gime and its friends have succumbed to the tempta- as the twentieth ordinary session of the Asse~bly:of
tlon to use the presence of those troops to obtain a Heads. of Stat~ and Governm~ntof the OrganIzation
long-st~nding political objective against the People's of African UOlty, held at Add.ls Ababa fro~ 12 to 15
Rep,ubhc of Angola, which ~ould otherwise not be Nov~mber 1984, also unde.rlIn~d the pO~ltlOn. Both
att~unable. As a result, resolution 435 (1978) remains meetlOgs reaffjr!Jled the 11'lalIe~ab~e right· or. the
uOlmplemented. It is linkage which stands in the people ofNamibia to self-determmatlon and natIOnal
way. mdependence. In conformity with that fundamental
44. These consequences apart, the so-called con- consideration, both meetings rejected any att~mI?t or
structive engagement violates the ruling of the Inter- manoe1.!vre to deny the Namlblan people ."thls rIght.
national Court of Justice, which in its advisory In partIcular, the Assembly o~ Heads o~ State a!ld
opinion of 21 June 1971 stated' G~vernme.nt of th~ OrgaOlzah<?n of Afncan UOlty

" .. . reiterated ItS rejection of "any 'lInkage' and 'parallel-
St~tes. Members of t~e UOlte~ Natl~ns are under ism' between Namibia's independence and the with-

o~l~ga!lon to rec!JgOlze .t~e dlegahty of Sou~h drawal of Cuban troops from Angola as being
Afflca s presence I~ Naml~la . . . and t.o refr~1D manifestly incompatible with the letter and spirit of
frntn an" ~"tt! onA !loft fto ".•• I,.. ,.1.4 1.__ - - - - - . - - - _. -_ .
.....,..• ....J &~ .&UU "' ~..;r u~CI..1l5., wn~J :security L'OuncII resolution 435 (1978)"4 and repre-
t~e Government of South Afnca I~plymg recogOl- hensible and gross interference in the internal affairs
hOt:! of the legahty of, or lendmg support or of Angola
asslsta~ce to, such p~e~ence and ?dministratio~."3 49. The ~resent stance of the other members of the

Indeed, ~It:tkage has facIlItated contmued occupation contact group is no less regrettable. We are concerned
of ~amlbla. . that, by allowing the unwarranted preoccupations of
45. We contmue to regret that a party to the one member of the group to cloud their collective
unde.rst~ndings reached at the conclusion of the judgement on Namibia, they have in large measure,
proximity talks-the United States-has not only even given statements dissociating certain members
decided,.largel'y on the basis of ill-conceived ideologl- fro~ the insistence on linkage, facilitated the sabo-
cal conSiderations, to opt out of that consensus, but tagmg of a plan of which they were the authors and
in fact turned around and decided to undermine which they promoted for international acceptance
those delicate arrangements. Since the invention of and, in consequence, turned their backs on the
the so-called Cuban factor, new excuses in the form freedom of the Namibian people.
of nu~erous impossible demands on the People's 50. If the apartheid re~ime has found renewed
Repubhc of Angola and SW1~O h~ve been created. vigour in the execution of Its policies of intimidation
As a result, the door to Naml~la's mdependen~ehas and repression inside Namlbia, of destabilization
be~n cl~sed and t~~ world .IS forced to await the and aggression against neighbouring African States or
satisfaction of pol~tlcal deSIres long held by the of brazen disreeard of hiLernational opinion, both in
patrons of apartheid. its actions and m its pronouncements, it is obviously
46. These tactics are not new. Politically, they- because of the moral support and political protection
embody the underlying opposition of the apartheia that constructive engagement affords it. The regime
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is, through a combination of various .forms of fact suggest some racial overtones; for how can it be
pressure, <hlparticular .armed· aggression, now poised morally acceptable and politically tenable to embark
to try to reverse the victories achieved over the past on a relationship with a racist white minority on the
decade. . , basis of arrangements which seek only to pel"Petuate
51. Inside Namibia itself, the situation has g.-eatty racism and aggression? The black people of South
~et~ri9r~ted as the re~ime has stePI?e.d up repression Africa are denied the most fundamental human
ID Its bid to neutrahze the oPPositIOn. Through a rights, excluded from political activity, uprooted
combination of tactics the regime has, on· the one from their homes, banished, tortured, killed, stripped
hand, been busy trying to set up a coalition of of the nationality of the land of their ancestors; yet
puppets under the so-called Multi-Party Conference they are told to endure that humiliation and oppres-
umbrella and, on the other, intimidated, arrested and sion, as the pel"Petrators of these heinous crimes are
even· killed those who have expressed opposition to given tools for the further entrenchment of apartheid.
colonialism and apartheid. In particular, members of The people of Namibia are told they cannot get
SWAPOhave been targeted for indiscriminate arrest, independence unless the apartheid regime is reward-
torture and other forms of violence and even death. ed for its aggression against Angola. It is Angola,
Through this two-pronged strategy of the force of whose territory is occupied, which should express
3rtIlS and political manip~lation, the apartheid security concerns. It is Lesotho, Botswana, Mozam-
regime hopes to transform Namibia into another bique and Zimbabwe themselves, constant victims of
bantustan. The so-called Multi-Party Conference is the apartheid regime's policies of economic pressure,
nothing but another scheme hatched by the regime to sabotage, destabilization and armed aggression,
undermine SWAPO by presenting an alternative in which have legitimate security concerns. It is there-
order to pave the way for the establishment of a fore unacceptable that attempts should be made to
bantustan. Yet, despite these manoeuvres and repres- present distortiuns of the political situation in the
sive measures, the people of Namibia have not region to justify South Africa's aggression.
succumbed to disillusion or despair. Instead they 55. The problems of southern Africa should be seen
have remained undaunted in their resolve to oppose in their true context. Apartheid in South Africa and
the occupation of their country. This resolute deter- the occupation of Namibia, made necessary by the
mination in the face of such violence has found desire of the racist regime to create a buffer State to
expression in ever-increasing support for SWAPO, cushion itself, constitute the root cause of the con-
their sole and authentic representative. flict. If, after numerous efforts, the people of Na.mib-
52. Since the thirty-eighth session \lf the General ia still have not been able to determine their political
Assembly, there have been further attempts to bring future, it is because this goal has been constantly
the racist regime to the negotiating table. The separated from the real nature of the struggle against
Namibian independence talks, l\eld in 1984 at Lusa- colonial domination and racism in that country.
ka and Mindelo, were among such attempts aimed at 56. No excuses, falsifications or even outright lies
securing South African agreement to begin the imple- can obscure that fundamental element; attempts to
mentation of resolutioJl 435 (1978). Despite the intel"Pret the stru8$le for the dismantling of apartheid
serious reservations it had regarding the seriousness and for securing mdependence for Namibia in the
of the apartheid regime, SWAPO attended the talks context of ideological confrontation between the East
and expressed. its willingness to pursue constructive and the West have to be strongly rejected.
negotiations on the modalities of a cease-fire. Per- 57. The manoeuvres of the apartheid regime in the
haps not unexpectedly, the apartheid regime used course of the past year have reinforced the universal
those opportunities to demonstrate yet again its recognition that the Namibian problem is a United
contempt and arrogance. It invented new demands Nations problem and that, hence, it should be dealt
which had the express purpose of sabotaging those with under the auspices of the Organization. Security
talks. Council resolutions 532 (1983) and 539 (1983) both
53. In this as well, the apartheid regime was not underline this imperative. In this respect, I wish to
alone. The proponents of constructive engagement register Tanzania's satisfaction with the manner in
also took full advantage of those .talks to try to wfiich the Secretary-General has deait with the
impose on Angola and SWAPO unacceptable condi- question, in particular by reasserting the central role
tions for the withdrawal of the racist troops and for of the Organization in the negotiations for the
the independence of Namibia, not sU'l"Prisingly in a independence of Namibia.
framework different from the plan embodied in 58. Consistent with this position, we continue to
resolution 435 (1978). Indeed, the letter from the believe that the United Nations plan embodied in
apartheid representative to the Secretary-General Security Council resolution 435 (1978) remains the
dated 23 November 1984 [A/39/689] illustrates the most viable framework within which the Organiza-
nature of those conditions, without whose fulfilment, tion can play that central role. The resolution embod-
the proponents seem to be saying, the independence ies the international consensus. Despite the passage
of Namibia ~ill not be facilitated. of time, it retains its intrinsic validity and continues
54. This most recent twist in the position of the to be the most acceptable basis for a negotiated
racist regime has brought to the surface the real settlement. We continue to demand ;its immediate
problem of South Africa and its allies. It is not the implementation, without qualification or modifica-
Cuban troops; rather it is the independence of Angola tion. Correspondingly, this Assembly must continue
and that of the other neighbouring African States and to reject linkage, demand the immediate implemen-
their principled opposition to racism and colonial tation of resolution 435 (1978), and call for respect
occupatiort in South Africa and Namibia. It is not for the territorial int~f' ,'lty of Namibia, including
because of any security concern. It has been suggest- Walvis Bar and the Off&dOre islands, in accordance
ed, legitimately, that constructive engagement, as it with SecurIty Council resolution 432 (1978). ~imilar-
relates both to the political, military and economic ly, the Assembly must energetically condemn the
partrtership with apartheid and 1Q linkage, does in apartheid regime's policies of destabilization and
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aggressi,on aga~nst ne!ghbour~ng independe~t African itw~uld no longer transmit information on the
Stat.es, In partIcular Its contmue~ occupatIOn of the TerrItory as recommended by the international sys-
terntory of the People's RepublIc of Angola. tern for Territories. The International Court of
59. The continued illegal presence of South Africa Justice, in 1950, ruled that "South West Africa is still
and apartheid in Namibia poses a unique challenge to a Territory under international Mandate assumed by
the .internati~nalcom,munity, and in particular to the thE. Union,of South Afr~ca . . : [and] t~at.South
Umted .NatIOns, WhICh, 18 years ago, decided. to Atnca contInues to have mternatIonal obhgatlOns".s
assume direct responsibility for the Territory. The In .1964, South Africa decided to implement the
persistence of this aggression against the Namibian polIcy of establishing separate non-white "home-
people has serious implications for international lands" and exclusively white areas. South Africa's
~eace and,s~curity. Clearly, in its persistent occupa- Ma~date! therefore, was, terminated by the United
tIon, the regIme has also prevented the realization by NatIons In 1966 [resolutIOn 2145 (XXI)] and an Ad
the Namibian people of their inalienable right to self- Hoc Committee for South West Africa, composed of
determination and independence. Moreover, the 14 ft4ember States, was established to recommend
apartheid regime has continuously used the Territory practIcal means for administerin~ the Territory. In
as ,a stagi~g-g~ound for its acts of aggression against 196,7, a United Nations CouncIl for South West
neIghbourIng Independent African States. The apart- Afnca, composed of 11 Member States, was set up
heid regime has not shown any regard for the [resolution 2248 (3- VJ] to administer the Territory
numerous resolutions of the General Assembly and untll i!1dependence. In 1968, the General Assembly
of the Security Council. As a result, conflict is bound proclaImed that South West Africa would thence-
to escalate. Failure to act now will only pave the way forth be known as "Namibia", and decided that the
for a total conflagration in the region. United Nations Cou~cil .for So~th West ~frica
60. The Security Council has to act and institute shou~d .b,~ called the Un.lted Na~Ions Coun~Il. for
effective measures, under Chapter VII of the Charter NamIbIa and that t~e Umted NatIons Commlss!on-
of the United Nations, against the racist regime, so as er f<?r South We~t ~fnca should b~ ~a}}ed the "Um~ed
to force it to end its occupation of Namibia and to NatIons CommIssioner for NamIbia [see resolutIOn
dismantle apartheid. This represents the last non- 2372 (XXII)].
violent option for securing the regime's compliance. 67. In 1971, the International.Court ofJustic~ ruled
61. Allow me next to pay a deserved tribute to !hat S.tates Members ~ere oblIged t~ recog!11~e the
SWAPO, the sole authentic representative of the I1legaht~ of South ~fr!ca s presep,?e m Na~llbl~ ~nd
Namibian people. Its commitment to the liberation to refram from asslstmg that re~lme. Thl~ opmlOn
of Namibia and the high sense of statesmanship was supported both by the SecurIty CC!uncIl and by
demonstrated by its leadership in the face of the ever- the General Assembly. In fact, as history clearly
multiplying insidious manoeuvres to delay indepen- sp~ws, from 1969 ~o thel?~esent, numerous t:esolu-
dence underline its continued readiness to seek a tl,?US and declarat1o~s. call1ng on South AfrIca to
peaceful settlement of the Namibian problem. At the wIthdraw from Namibia have been ~dopte~ by the
same time, we continue to support their struggle, on Genera~ Assem~ly by an ove~helmmgmaJontyof
all fronts and by every means available, including the Umted Nations membership. /
armed struggle, to wrest their freedom from the 68. , Over a span of almost four decades, the Vnited
apartheid regime. l';latlons has steadfastly s'!pported the inal!ena~le

62. My delegation has had the pleasure of working rIght .of the people C!f Namibia to self-.determtn3;tl~n
closely with the Secretary-General of the South West and mdependence. m a free and t...n,lted Namlb~a.
Africa People's Organization, Mr. Andimba Toivo ya These ~fforts c~lmmated m the ad.optlon o~SecurIty
Toivo, during this se~sion. His release from the Counc~l.resolutlo!1 435 (1978), which e~t~I1Hshed the
notorious Robben Island and his presence in our modahtles by ~hlch t~e people of Namlb~awould ~e
midst resulted from support for the international able .to determIne theIr fut1;1r~ through free and fair
campaign for the release of political prisoners. Many ele'?tIons u~der the superVISion and control of the
still lammish in Qnartheid orisons. We should con- Umted Nations.
tinue to demand "their unconditional -release.- ---- 69. .In this. regard, it is indeed regrettable that,
63. I wish finally to record Tanzania's appreciation ~otwlthstandmg the progress ma~e in the negotia-
for the work of the United Nations Council for !Ions thus far, obstacles have con~lI,!ue.d to ~e placed
Namibia and for the excellent manner in which its In the p~th of ~he. pe<?ple of N.amlbla m their eff~rts
President has guided its work over the past year. t~ exerCIse t~elf m.ahenable rIght to self-dete!'mma-

. . ' tlOn and national ~ndepen~ence. My delegation re-
64. .M;r. ¥AHBUBA~I (SIngapore). The history of grets that the Umted Nations plan, which South
Naml~la. IS charact~rIzed by decad~s ~f pamful Africa accepted six years ago, has not been imple-
colomzatIon and demal of self·deter~llnatlon:In the mented. The deplorable behaviour of South Africa
fifst part of my statement I shall brIefly review the only prolongs the agony and travail of the Namibian
hIstory of the problem. . people, causing more bloodshed and endangering
65. ,F~om 1884 to 1915, .South West AfrIca, .as peace and development in the region. We, in Singa-
!'1am~bla was known then, was under german admm- pore, regard South Africa's continued occupation of
IstratlOn. After the outbreak of the FIrst World War, Namibia as illegal and as lacking in legal political or
Sout~ African forces invaded and occupied the moral justification. '
TerrItory. From 1920 to 1938, ~he League of Na~!o~s 70. Moreover, it must be noted that there are other
M~ndat~ ove~ South West Afr~ca was h~ld by HIS States that defy United Nations resolutions calling
Bfltann~c Majesty, [and],ex~rclsed on hiS behalf by for the withdrawal of foreign troops from occupied
the Umon of, South ~frIca : te~ritC!ries. By their e?,amples, those States are con-
66, The, Umted NatIOns, m 1946, recommended tnbutmgto South Africa's defiance by suggesting that
trusteeshIp stat~s f<?r South West Af~ica. Ho~ever, in United Nations resolutions have no impact on them,
1949 South AfrIca mformed the Umted Nations that Just as those States ignore United Nations resolu-
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tions on such issues~ so South Africa continues to be question, has given its unequivocal opinion~ but this
intransigent and flouts United Nations resolutions on has not changed the situation. Even the revered
Namibia. Security Council remains defied by South Africa
71. The Government of Singapore therefore reiter- throu8.h certain procedural contradictions of that
.ates its conviction that the people of Namibia should body Itself.
.be given the right to self-determination~freedom and 78. It is worth recalling today that South Africa's
independence. This is a right enshrined in the Mandate over Namibia ceased in 1966 after the
Charter of the United Nations, and the Government General Assembly, having failed to persuade South
of South Africa cannot take it away from the Africa to subject its administration of Namibia to
Namibian people. United Nations supervision~ rightly assumed legal
72. We also regard the imposition by South Africa authority over the Territory.. That decision w~s
in Namibia of its policy of apartheid as morally endorsed by the SecurIty ~ouncll m 1969 and lat~r Ip
repugnant and contrary to the purposes and princI- I97Q, when the Coun.cl~ ~eclared South AfrIca s
pIes of the United Nations. We call for an immediate contmued hold on NamIbia Illegal and~ ~onsequently~
end to the racist practices of the South African call.ed upon a~l States to ~nsure tha~ nelt~~r.th~y nor

.authorities in Namibia. thel~compa~l1esenga~ed In economic actlvltl~S m the
73. Finally, my delegation supports the strugg!e of ~erf1tory.Without p~l<?r recourse to the UJ?lted Na-
the Namibian people to liberate themselves from tlons. T~ls latter deCISIon re~elved t~e backmg of the
South African colonialism and racism. We welcome In~e~atlOnal Court of Justice, wh~ch~ ~ yea~ later,
the leading role played by SWAPO as the sole and enJomed all Memb~r Sta~es to consider ~t ~bhgat<?ry
authentic representative of the Namibian. people in to acknowle~ge the Illega~lt¥ofSouth AfrIca s contm-
their struggle to end the illegal occupation of their ued occupation of Namibia.
territory by South Africa. We also call upon the 79. All these measures having failed to secure the
international community to continue its support for withdrawal of South Africa from Namibia~ the
the people of Namibia in their efforts to attain their United Nations Council for Namibia~ the sole legal
independence. Administering Authority of the Territory, was corn-
74. We deeply regret the continued lack of co- pel!ed to issue its Decree No. 1,1 th~ provisions of
operation by South Mrica in the implementation of which are well known to all delegatIOns.
the Banf:"~'J. Declaration and Programme of Action 80. The irrefutability, under international law~ of
on Namibia [A139/24. part two. chap. 111, sect. B]~ Namibia's right to independence cannot be ques-
adopted by the United Nations Council for Namibia tioned in this Assembly or anywhere else. Not even
on 25 May 1984. We cannot but condemn the the friends of South Africa can question the legal
various obstacles and excuse8 which the Government foundation of that right. The status quo, which was
of South Africa has put forward over the past six imposed on Namibia by South Africa's illegal occu-
years in order to avoid implementation of the United pation of the Territory, is therefore unacceptable,
Nations plan. My delegation hopes that South Africa since it represents an insidious and consistent at-
will not ~reate additional obstacles to impede the tempt by South Africa to hang on to political control
peace process that would finally give Namibia its of the Territory and thus maintain an atmosphere
independence. which allows the unrestrained and depletive exploita-
75. Mr. GBEHO (Ghana): Many words have been tio~ of Namibia's natural reso~rces by its~l~ and its
spoken both before and durin~ the current General albes: ~t also means. the dem~l to th~ cltlz~ns of
Assembly debate on the questIOn of Namibia, but I Namibia o~ th~ exercls~ of. their God-gIven nght to
should like to add a few more from the delegation of self-4etermll~at.lonand. Justice. Above allt the. status
Ghana .. as our expression of disapproval of the quo m N~mlbla constlt.utes a flagrant vlola~lo~ by
illegality that continues to attend that Territory and South.AfrIca of th~ umver~ally accepted pnnclples
as an eltpression of our solidarity with I!" people of prescnbed by such mternatlonal fo~m~ ~s the G~n-
Namibia. It is the conviction of my deie~,,·~n that eral Asse~bly. In. the. face of al! thiS, It. IS stunm~g
the international consensus on this vexed question that the International c0lI!mumty COfi.ti~ue5 to ue
should be loud and clear so that posterity can judge powerless to get the quest!on .of NamIbIa r~solved
those who supported tIte intentional hindrance of once and for all. S0!1t~ Afnca IS. thl;ls an und.lspl;lte~
Namibia's independence.' perpetrator ofcolomahsm, explottatlon an~ dlscnml-
16. My delegation's intervention in the current nation which Meptber States Sef'\ll collectively to be
debate is also testimony to the keen desire of the too scared to brmg to book.
Government and people of Ghana to see the people 81. Only the cynical and the economically greedy
of Namibia immediatel)' exercise their inalienable would accept the present situation as sati§factory,
right to self-determinatIon and independence and even in part. The overwhelming majority of the
thereby. end the. sufferin~ .und~r the .notoriou~iy !nternational com~l;l~it~ knows that. the curr~nt
oppressIVe colomal admmlstratlon of the racist Impasse over Namibia s mdependence IS somethmg
South African regime. that has. been contrived to give l?oliti~~i, econo~ic

77. It is nearly 40 years liow since the United a~d racial advantage. to the r~c.lst I re~lme and ItS
Nations was first seize(l of the question of Namibia, fnends, and that the smcere_po~ltlcal Will of all !J~ us
yet all efforts by this body to seek a peaceful solution IS necessary to end the .sutTermg of the Namlblan
to the question of .. Namibia's independence have p~ople from the most hemous ·colomal system man-
persistently been frustrated by the apartheid regime. kmd has ever known.
The General Assembly and several of its subsidiary 82. Indeed, we know as a fact that the lack of
bod.i~s have. ad~pted h~ndreds of resolutio~s and progress towards independence for Namib.ia derives
deCISIons oli thIS questlon f but to no avad. The from the encouragement that the colomal Power
International.Court of Justicef to which recourse bas tontinues to receive from certain powerful Member
been had on the many aspects of the Namibian States of the United Nations. Whether they realize it
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or not-and we suspect they do-their quaint politi- as detention and assassination of supporters and
cal theories and pr~r'tices have the unfortunate effect members of SWAPO." [See A/39/24, part two,
of propping up the apartheid regime in the Territory chap. 11, sect. A, para. 160.]
and in South Africa. The whole world can now see This is a charge that the friends of South Africa
that these friends of South Africa will continue to cannot deny. And, if that is so, why do they aid and
support the regime for as long as the persistence of abet illegahty?
that regime advances their own global, economic and 88. The mechanism prescribed by the United Na-
hegemonistic ambitions. tions, as endorsed in Security Council resolution 435
83. These powerful Member States I have referred (1978), remains, in the considered opinion of my
to are the same countries which extol the virtues of del~gation, t~e only legitimate basis for ~e~uring true
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and even justice and Independence for the Namlblan people.
give the impression of sparing no effort to ensure its After all, Namibia is the legal responsibility of the
application to their own societies. Yet their Govern- United Nations and this world body is itself bound
ments refuse to see the universality of this Declara- by General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) to work
tion when it involves the criminal and dehumanizing for the true exercise of the right to self-determination
practices of the apartheid regime in South Africa and by the Namibian people.
Namibia.· 89. Having said this, I must add that my delegation
84. The duplicity of South Africa's allies is now can no longer expect any good to come from the
clear to all, and we again implore them to join the efforts of the Western contact group with regard to
voices of international decency in calling a halt to the Namibia's independence. Perhaps it is superfluous to
suffering of Namibians. It is now only too obvious say this since the gr<?up !S now moribund, but f~r
that these allies of apartheid share South Africa's purposes of clarifica~lOn It ought t~ be recor~ed In
guilt in unceasingly creating one technical obstacle this debate. FollOWIng the group s own hIstory,
after another to postpone Namibia's independence characterized by the persistent granting of conces-
indefinitely. Refusal to listen to the voice of modera- sions to the apartheid regime, we have seen th.e
tion will continue to attract violence and ultimate group's ~redibility serious!y undermined ~y the poll-
retribution, as was the case, for example, with the cies of Its members, partIcularly the UOlted States,
practitioners of nazism. whose so-called constructive engagement policy
85. The question of Namibia remains a decoloniza- towards South Africa has been found to be responsi-
tion issue which ought to be tackled purely within the ble for the intensification of the regime's repression
context of the provisions of the Declaration on the of the people of South Africa and Namibia and the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and escalation of tension in the southern African region.
Peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)], as well as other 90. In our own view, the group's clout has been
relevant United Nations resolutions. The injection of severely diminished by the activities of one particu-
extraneous conditions into the process of Namibia's lar member and it needs to decide whether to
decolonization, therefore, constitutes an unjustifiable proceed differently or relinquish the initiative. How
affront to the international will expressed in these can the international community continue to rely on
United Nations decisions. It is in this regard that the a group some of whose members have been found to
delegation of Ghana wishes to reaffirm the continu- be pursuing policies that ar~ negating the very cause
iog relevance of Security Council resolution 539 they are supposed to be working for?
(1983), which implicitly determined that the creation 91. The struggle of the Namibian people for nation-
by the United States Government and the apartheid alliberation is legendary and will ~rtainly be note~
regime of South Africa of the parallelism concept, in history as one of the most herOIC struggles of thiS
which links Namibia's independence to extraneous century. With only a small population and very few
factors, particularly the withdrawal of Cuban troops resources they continue to wage an armed struggle
from Angola, was Illcompatible with Security Coun- which has won th~ sympathy and respect of !he
cH resolution 435 (1978), which defines the accept- international community. They have been demed
able process for the granting of independence to assistance and called terrorists by certain V/~teF"
Namibia. countries, although the General Assembly, ID. Its
86. Because of our own commitment to the Charter resolution 31/146 of 20 December 1976, recogmzed
of the United Nations and to decolonization especial- the legitimacy of the armed struggle of the Namib-
Iy, my Government cannot accept the delaying ians. Namibian combatants have successfully con-
tactics that this linkage theory seeks to introduce into fronted 100,000 South African troops. South Africa
the entire negotiating process. While it unfortunately has been forced to spend over 3 million rand a day to
drags the independence of Namibia into the intracta- hang on to the Territory. In terms of human and
ble quagmire of the cold war, one can also see in it an material resources, this wastage can be ill-afforded by
attempt to buy time for the South African Govern- either side. We call on Member States

t
thereforet to

ment to promote its own sham independence pro- join in the effort to bring Namibia to independence
cess, which is bound to leave the status quo un- in the year of the fortieth anniversary of the United
changed. It is an old and dirty political game, Nations.
practised with dubious success elsewhere, and we will 92. The United Nations is our only hope, and we
contribute our strength in fighting it. urge that concrete steps now be taken to en'~ure the
87. The United Nations Council for Namibia draws full implementation of Security Council resolution
our attention to the seriousness of the problem in its 435 (1978). We hope that the Security Council will,
report when it states: as a matter of urgency, apply all the rules and forces

"At the same time, South Africa sought further at its disposal to end South Africa's illegal occupation
to entrench its illegal occupation of Namibia of Namibia t as well as its repressive policies a~ home.
through the massive militarization of the Territory The impo.sition by the Council ofcomprehenSive and
and brutalization of the Namibian people, as well mandatory sanctions against the apartheid regime as

• -
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provided. for in Chapter VII of the Charter of the impuni~y of South Afri~a,. otherwise w~ will be
United Nations is overdue. consentmg to the submIssIon of the wIll of the
93. We also wish to reiterate an appeal to Member intern~ti~nal community to intimidation and to the
countries and their multinational corporations to strategIc mterests of great Powers.
cease forthwith all collaboration with the apartheid 102. Mexico reaffirms its conviction that the solu-
regime and to e!1sure fu~l complia~ce with D~c!ee tion to this problem lies i~ the al?plication. of
No. lof the Umted NatIons Counctl for NamIbIa.' resolutions adopted by the Umted Natlons~ partlcu-
These countries and their multinational corporations larty Security Council resolution 435 (1978). The
should be reminded that legitimate economic activity vanous diplomatic efforts that have been made
in independent Namibia stands everybody in better shou'd be understood exclusively as a search for ways
stead than the current looting that is going on in the and means of enforcing those decisions. In no way
Territory. The people of Namibia have a legitimate should they be seen as a stratagem for distorting
right to benefit f~om the exploitati0!l of their natural them, forgetting them or violating them.
resources and .thls must not ~e d~med them through 103. It would appear that some of the parties
the feet-dr~ggmg and prevancatlOn of some of our involved in the process of negotiation are not yet
memb~rshlp. .. . committed to resolution 435 (1978). The application
94. F:mally, Ghana WIll contmue to. ~phold Its of that resolution has been postponed because of the
comm~tment to the str:ugg!e of the N~mlblan pe~ple emergence of new requirements that have nothing to
to attam freed0II! and JustIce, as we s~nce~ely beheve do with the question of Namibia and which, further-
tha~ our own m.depende!1ce remams l!1complete more, constitute an encroachment on the sovereignty
~htle a part of Afnca remams under colomal oppres- of independent States. As the independence of Na-
sIon. mib:a is postponed, so we see an increase in acts of
95. May I conclude by paying tribute to the United destabilization designed to strengthen, over the long
Nations Council for Namibia for the able manner in term, the domination of the South African regime
which it has been able to keep alive the question of and assure the survival of apartheid.
Namibia on the,intern~tional front. T~e Co~ncil can 104. We should make sure that the terms of the
~ount o~ Ghana s cont~nuous s~pport !n all ~ts efforts problem are not distorted. The Summit Meeting of
m th~ !Ime ahead untIl final VIctOry IS achIeved for the Front-line States, held at Arusha, United Repub-
Namlblans an~ for human dece~cy. . . lic of Tanzania, on 29 April 1984, confirmed the
96. Mr. ~UNOZ LEDO. (MeXICO) (l!lt!?rpretatlOn wholehearted support of the Heads of State and
from. Spamsh): The questIOn of ~amlbla poses a Government and the leaders of the liberation move-
growmg challeng~ to the ~ommumty of Stat~s. For ments for the struggle of the people of Namibia
decades, the Umted NatIons has. bee!l obhgt:d to against colonialism, and that of the people of South
tolt:rate one of, th~ most flagrant vlOl~tIom: of mter- Africa against apartheid.
nattonallaw wlthm our memory, yet It has not been . . , . 6
ab!e to enforce its decisions, many of which were 105. The Fmal Com~umque of. t~at ~eetmg,
adopted unanimously. welcomed ~y the ~ounctl for ~amlbla at I!S most

. , I . recent speCIal meetmg, makes It clear that m both
97. There has been practIcLil y no .progress smce countries the peoples of Namibia and South Africa,
1966, when the Gen~r~l Assembly decIded to end the led by SWAPO and the African National Congress of
Mandat~ over N.amlbl~. V!e have ~ade pr08J;ess,. of South Africa lANe] respectively, are waging a politi-
~ourse, ~n defimng prmclples ~n~ ,m. consohdatmg cal struggle for their liberatIon and soverei,nty.
mte~~tlOnal support for Namlbla.s mdepend~~ce, Those struggles supported by the United NatIons,
but It IS also true that .tht: plun4en.ng of, Naml.blan are between the people of Namibia and the occupy-
resol;1rces and the explOItatIOn of ItS. mhabltants IS ~n ing Power, ar.d between the people of South Africa
the ..mcrease, t~at t~e ~upport 'Yhlch South Afnca and the Pretoria regime respectively.
receIves from Its allIes IS becommg more open and '
that we have failed to put an end to the apartheid 106. Genuine stability and just and harmonious
regime or to the constant acts of aggression by pmgress in the region must be based on the full
Pretoria against the countries of the region. exercise of natiC?nal and human rights by. the peoples
98. The difficult economic situation currently af- of so~thern AfrIca. Any other approach IS unacc~pt-
fecting the African continent, combined with the able. m the hght of the resolutIOns of the Umt~d
strengthening of the links on the part of various Na~l~ns and serves. only t~e .goals of strategIc,
Powers with the South African regime and the re- pohtIcal and economIc dommatlon.
emere:cnce of hegemonistic theories and practices, 107. Most Member States take part in good faith
have provided today a political framework that is and with a deep commitment to peace in the effort to
propitious for encouraging covert recolonization. resolve this long-standin$ controversy. If the princi-
99. The independence of Namibia is not only a pal allies of South AfrIca were to do the sapte,
symbol which tests the principles of the Charter of Namibia would already have won its self-determma-
the United Nations; it is also a test case, the outcome tion, and southern Africa would today be a zone of
of which will tell the developing countries what they independent development.
can actually expect of us in the near future. 108. It is worth noting that the Security Council has
100. If the community of nations truly wishes to practically ceased to try to enforce its resolution 418
solve the problem of Namibia, it should use the (1977), imposing an arms· embargo against South
methods provided for under the Charter and make Africa. The report of the Security Council Commit-
them sufficiently deterrent that the Pretoria regime tee established by resolution 421 (1977) concerning
and its supporters will abide by our decisions. the question of South Africa,7 which was submitted
101. We cannot go on accepting in<1efinitely the on 19 December 1980 to a meeting of the ~ecurity
impotence of the United Nations. O\lr frustration CfouncH, has not even been discussed, ~o that the
must be translated into collective action to end. the work of that body has been wasted. All thiS serves to
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consolidate the impunity of the Pretoria regime and
to enable the States which support it to do so freely.
109. The gravity of the violations committed in the
region demands a more effective response by the
international community. On a number of occasions
we have spoken in favour of the total isolation of the
Pretoria regime and the imposition of mandatory
sanctions under Chapter VII of the Charter of the
United Nations. The repeated refusal to take such
measures, on the pretext of the alleged efficacy of
persuasion, has served only to cover up complicity
and to strengthen the position of the transgressor
State.
110. It is time for an energetic reaction by the
United Nations now that we are approaching the
celebration of its fortieth anniversary. We cannot
allow that date to pass without bringing about the
independence of Namibia. The responsibility of all
States in the matter is undeniable, and the conduct of
each State in this regard will give clear evidence of its
respect for the provisions of the Charter and binding
international commitments.
Ill. The delegation of Mexico once again expresses
its support for the recommendations of the United
Nations Council for Namibia, of which we are a loyal
and active member. We believe that they should be
adopted in their entirety, so as to reaffirm our full
support for the Council, our respect for its decisions
and our recognition of the facts that it denounces,
and to promote relevant international action.
112. Mexico's position has been consistent with
United Nations decisions, which we enthusiastically
helped to draw up and whose implementation we
fully support. Our attitude is based on respect for the
fundamental principles of international coexistence:
the peoples' right to independence and self-determi­
nation, the peaceful coexistence of States and the
non-use of force or the threat of force in international
relations-principles that my country has always and
in all circumstances defended.
113. Those values, which have been denied in
southern Africa, are increasingly being flouted in
other parts of the world. We must reaffirm them
today with the greatest vigour, because they could be
severely damaged if their interpretation or applica­
tion were subordinated to agreements between Pow­
ers.
114. In the debate on the question of Namibia at
the thirty-fifth session (109th meeting, para. 194], my
delegation opposed the division of the world into
spheres of influence. We said then that we could not
tolerate a situation in which our countries would
have the doubtful honour of becoming strategic
frontiers; nor could we accept their being turned into
battlefields by those seeking world domination.
115. Today, when we see signs of a possible im­
provement in relations between the super-Powers, we
believe that that should be 'repeated. The relaxation
of tension between the Power blocs can contribute to
solving international problems, as long as it does not
give rise to a new definition of zones of inf!'.ence or
security which would frustrate the desire of most
States for independence and development.
116. That will be the principal challenge facing the
United Nations in the years to come. Therefore, we
must strengthen its authority and prestige in the
immediate solution of problems that, like the Namib­
ian problem, are a test of the principles that justify

the existence of the United Nations and make it
democratic.
117. Mr. MAYE ELA (Equatorial Guinea) (inter­
pretation from Spanish): It is 16 years since my
country became independent. I should like to recall
here the words spoken on 12 October 1968 by the
man elected our first constitutional President, in his
address marking that historic event. He said:

"Today we are celebrating the accession of
Equatorial Guinea to the status of a free, sovereign
and independent State, but Equatorial Guinea
cannot feel itself completely free while there con­
tinue to exist on the African continent Territories
under the yoke of colonial domination and until
the inhuman apartheid regime in South Africa has
been abolished."

118. I have made that reference illl. order to repeat
the appeals made by the international community to
South Afnca, through resolutions of the General
Assembly and the Security Council, to giant indepen­
dence to the African people of Namibia and to
abolish the hateful apartheid regime that prevails in
South Africa-the only place still experiencing the
horrors and sufferings inflicted by colonial systems.
119. In his statement to the General Assembly on
11 October this year, during the general debate, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Co-operation of
Equatorial Guinea said:

"We reiterate our position that South Africa's
presence in Namibia is illegal and must be ended.
We renew our support for the South West Africa
People's Organization [SWAPO] and reaffirm that
conditions and circumstances outside the Territory
of Namibia should not affect or delay the process
of its independence," [31st meeting, para. 22.].

120. It is surprising to note that all Member States
agree about the need to maintain international peace
and security, but that this unanimity does nQt seem
to extend to the implementation of the .relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security
Council. In South Africa, the black majority con­
tinues to suffer from the effects of the policy of
apartheid, an inhuman system imposed upon them,
which we all abhor and condemn. However, some are
selective in their condemnation, and their opposition
takes different forms in different circumstances­
apparentiy because of economic, strategic and ideo­
logical interests. Because people believe that those
interests are at stake, they take us further away from
the great objective of defending fundamental human
rights and freedoms. We believe that there must be
de~_p soul-searching and that, even though it may be
difficult, we must all admit that nature itself dictates
recognition of the fact that all peoples are entitled to
enjoy the same rights, and that therefore apartheid
must be abolished.
121. We congratulate the United Nations Council
for Namibia and its President, who has guided and
directed its work with wisdom and skill. The valuable
and ceaseless efforts in the search for a peaceful
solution ending in the total and unconditional libera­
tion of Namibia deserve our commendation.
122. We would also like to commend the Secretary­
General for his tireless efforts to maintain contacts
with all Member States that have expressed their
convergent opinions and views [A/39/508]. The
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Grant­
ing of Ind~pendence to Colonial Countries and
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Peoples, has exhaustively and fully set forth its
decisions and general views in its reports and work­
ing documents now before us, and we commend
them.
123. A short while ago, we commemorated the one­
hundredth anniversary of the heroic struggle of the
valiant people of Namibia against the diabolical,
inhuman regime of apartheid. We have seen how
men like Mr. Toivo ya Toivo-who honoured this
Assembly with an important statement [78th meet­
ing]-having been imprisoned as young men full of
energy, are today emerging from the Robben Island
prison as grandfathers, but nevertheless have pre­
served their lucidity, vitality and militancy in the
struggle for ultimate victory.
124. Equatorial Guinea will continue to support all
processes leading to the unconditional freedom and
independence of Namibia. At the same time, we
vigorously condemn the repeated acts of aggression
committed by the South African armed forces against
neighbouring sovereign States, as well as the use of
Namibian territory for launching those attacks,
which have caused the loss of innocent human life
and considerable material damage.
125. We should like to express our gratitude to
SWAPO, the sole authentic representative of the
Namibian people.
126. In 1985, we will celebrate the fortieth anniver­
sary of the founding of the United Nations and the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples. My delegation believes that the celebration
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration will
lose all significance and sense if the deplorable
colonial situation of Namibia persists. We exhOlt
Member States and the international community to
exert the maximum pressure on South Africa and the
States which co-operate with that country to imple­
ment Security Council resolution 435 (1978) and the
other resolutions of the United Nations.
127. Mr. HERNANDEZ RESTREPO (Colombia)
(interpretation from Spanish): Eighteen years have
elapsed since the General Assembly terminated the
South African Mandate in Namibia and proclaimed
the inali~nable right of its people to self-determina­
tion, freedom and independence.
128. Yet the people of Namibia are still under ..ne
illegal occupation of South Africa. Even as 100 years
of struggle against foreign occupation. is being' cOm­
memorated, a last bastion of colonialism still exists
in Africa.
129. The international community has almost
unanimously reiterated in all the forums of the
international system and those of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries that the Namibian people
should be enabled freely to exercise their inalienable
rights.
130. There is no excuse for the prolongation of the
illegal occupation of the Territory of Namibia. My
delegation deplores the obstructive actions and poli­
cies that have prevented the full exercise of sover­
eignty by Namibia in accordance with the provisions
of the Charter and the resolutions, mandates and
declarations of the United Nations.
131. Similarly, my delegation deplores the fact that
despite the advisory opinion handed.down by the
International Court of Justice on 21 June 1971,8 in
(esponse to a request of the Security Council in

resolution 284 (1970), the people of Namibia have
not as yet achieved independence.
132. My delegation calls urgently for the withdraw­
al of the forces occupying the Territory of Namibia,
including Walvis Bay and the offshore islands.
133. My country rejects the arbitrary South African
colonial occupation, which is in open violation of
General Assembly and Security Council resolutions
and appeals, in particular Security Council resolu­
tions 385 (1976) and 435 (1978), which, as has been
stated, are considered to constitute the most appro­
priate framework for the peaceful solution of the
problem, without the subjection of resolution 435
(1978) and the plan for independence endorsed
therein to any extraneous pre-conditions which are
nothing but delaying tactics on the part of South
Africa.
134. The Security Council, after having considered
the further report of the Secretary-General9 on the
question of Namibia, following his trip through
southern Africa, adopted without opposition, on 28
October 1983, resolution 539 (1983), which calls
upon South Africa to co-operate with the Secretary­
General forthwith in order to facilitate the immedi­
ate and unconditional implementation of the United
Nations plan for the independence of Namibia.
135. Our delegation considers that, if the activities
of South Africa are preventing the achievement of
the just objectives put forward in that resolution, the
Security Council should adopt all necessary measures
as provided for in the Charter to ensure that the
process of independence of Namibia will not con­
tinue to be frustrated and that independence will
indeed soon become a reality.
136. The United Nations Council for Namibia­
whose admirable work deserves our praise because of
the enthusiasm for the Namibian cause that it,
together with the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun­
tries and Peoples has aroused among the world
public-has clearly described the magnitude of the
natural resources of Namibia and indicated that the
exploitation of those resources by foreigners is a
factor that works against the cause of freedom and
independence for that Territory.
137. The people of Namibia and the peopie of
Namibia alone should administer and supervise the
exploitation of those resources, especially the non­
renewable resources. That is why the delegation of
Colombia calls upon the United Nations Council for
Namibia to implement Decree No. 1 for the Protec­
tion of the Natural Resources of Namibia. \ It is
difficult for us to accept a situation in which, while
foreign enterprises are illegally benefiting from the
wealth of Namibia, its people suffer from discrimina­
tion and poverty.
138. My dele~ation is convinced that the elimina­
tion of that mtervention and of the abhorrent
practices of apartheid, which have been condemned
and rejected by the international community, are
essential in order to ensure that the peace, justice and
prosperity desired by the whole region prevail in the
countries of southern Africa.

Mr. Lusaka (Zambia) resumed the Chair.
139. The United Nations has an unavoid~ble re­
sponsibility to ensure the speedy solution of the
question of Namibia, and the international commu­
nity has an undeniable commitment to consolidating
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the Territory's independence. Namibia's cause is the
common cause of mankind and a priority objective
of the international policy of my country.
140. The delegation of Colombia would like to
reiterate its thanks to the Secretary-General for his
objective and diligent efforts to achieve a definitive
solution to this question, and considers that his work
should enjoy the full support of the international
community.
141. Similarly, we should like to express our thanks
to the United Nations Council for Namibia for the
work it has accomplished under the guidance of Mr.
Paul Lusaka who, with such flair, has been presiding
over the proceedings in the Assembly.
142. My country would like to emphasize the role
that has been played by SWAPO, as the sole authen­
tic representative of the Namibian people, to assure
that Namibia will achieve independence. We would
also like to celebrate the release of Mr. Andimba
Toivo ya Toivo, its Secretary-General.
143. Colombia, together with all countries sincerely
committed to peace, freedom and justice, supports
the people of Namibia in their just cause and would
like to reiterate its unswerving solidarity with them.
144. We urge the international community to inten­
sify its efforts and reaffirm its commitment so that
we may soon see a free, united and independent
Namibia.
145. Mr. BORODULIN (Byelorussian Soviet So­
cialist Republic) (interpretation from Russian): The
delegation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re­
public, like the delegations of the overwhelming
majority of Member States of the United Nations
which have already spoken from this rostrum, con­
siders that, in the struggle for the speed)' liberation of
peoples still in the shackles of colonialism and racist
oppression, the question of the genuine indepen­
dence of Namibia-which is unlawfully occupied by
the racist re~ime of South Africa-is one of the most
topical, calhng for an immediate solution.
146. Almost two decades a$o, in a decision of the
General Assembly, the Umted Nations deprived
South Africa of the Mandate to administer Namibia
and itself assumed the direct resp:)nsibility for that
Territory until the Namibian people could reach
genuine self-determination and national indepen­
dence.
147. The international community, and in particu­
lar the United Nations, has, since then, made numer­
ous efforts aimed at ending the domination of the
racist regime of South Africa over Namibia and at
securing the lawful interests of the Namibian people
and its tight to self-determination, freedom and
natiunal independence in a unified Namibia.
148. In numerous resolutions and decisions of the
General Assembly and the Security Council, and
other authoritative international forums, it has been
definitely indicated that the presence of the adminis­
tration and armed forces of South Africa in the
Territory of Namibia is against the principles of
internatIOnal law and the Charter of the United
Nations and must be halted unconditionally. The
continuing unlawful occupation of Namibia by South
Africa is an act of aggression against the Namibian
people and a challenge flung at the United Nations.
The South African racist regime's cruel repression of
the people of Namibia, its armed aggression against
independent African countries and its policy of
apartheid constitute a threat to international peace

and security, not only within the region but also
beyond its confines.
149. Genuine ways and means of settling the probu

lem of Namibia are clearly and definitely defined in
United Nations decisions on this question as a whole,
including Security Council resolution 435 (1978). In
those decisions and, in the first instance, in Security
Council resolutions 385 (1976) and 435 (1978), we
find the political basis for a just solution of the
problem and the ensuring of a transition of Namibia
to an independent and autonomous State.
150. Unfortunately, those decisions remain unim­
plemented because of the fa.::t that the racist regime
of South Africa is cynically continuing to ignore the
clearly expressed will of the international commu­
nity.
151. The South African colonialists are not simply
being stubborn in their attempt to maintain their
unlawful presence in Namibia, but they are also
making feverish efforts to perpetuate the enslave­
ment of its people. For these purposes, the racist
clique is intensifying mass terror and oppression of
the indigenous African population and is speedily
building up the military potential of the occupation
regime in Namibia by means of the enlistment of
forei~n elements and compulsory conscription of
Namlbians into military formations. It is also carry­
ing on manipulations with the so-called system of
self-determination in the occupied Territory.
152. Particularly dangerous is the South African
regime's use of the Territory of Namibia as a
springboard for unceasing acts of aggression against
neighbouring independent African countries, in par­
ticular the People's Republic ofAngola. Considerable
areas of that sovereign State are to this day being
occupied by the aggressor. The heinous policy against
the indigenous population of the Republic of South
Africa and the oppressed people of Namibia and the
growing aggressiveness of the racist regime of Preto­
ria against the African front-line States ate the
principal sources of the dangerous tension in south­
ern Africa and constitute a serious threat to interna­
tional peace and security.
153. There is no doubt that the South African
apartheid regime would not have been able to behave
in such a defiant way if it had not received, as will be
seen from various United Nations documents and
other material, economic, military and other support
from a number of Western countries-primarily the
United States and Israel.
154. In the meeting and intertwining of the eco­
nomic, political and strategic interests of the Western
Powers and the racist Pretoria regime lurks one of the
principal causes of the continuing tragedy of the
Namibian people.
155. It is known that economic, financial and other
circles in those countries are participating with the
South African colonialists in the piratical exploita­
tion of the natural and human resources of Namibia.
Of 88 transnational corporations operatin~ on Na­
mibian territory, 3S are based in South Africa, 25 in
the United Kingdom, 15 in the United States~ 8 in
the Federal Republic of Germany, 3 in France and 2
in Canada. Accordin~ to the most modest estimates,
4S per cent of Namibia's gross national product is
taken up by the net incomes of foreign monopolies.
ApprOXImately 36 per cent of the ~ross national
product is taken outside the country In the form of
profits, dividends and taxes. The indigenous people,
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constitutin~ more than 90 per cent of the population nation and independence, on the basis of the mainte-
of the Terntory, receive less than 10 per cent of the nance of the unity and territorial integrity of
gross nation.al product. Namibia, including Walvis Bay and the offshore
156. With the active co-operation of the Western islands, the immediate, total withdrawal from its
Powers I have mentioned, and of Israel, the apartheid Territory of all South African troops and administra-
regime has succeeded in establishing t.he most power- tion, and the handing over of all authority to the
ful military machine on the African continent, by people of Namibia, represented by SWAPO, recog-
means of which it is trying to pet~etuate its unlawful nized by the United Nations and the Organization of
occupation of Namibia and to use the Territory as a African Unity [OAV] as the sole authentic represen-
bridgehead for subversive action and aggression tative of that nation.
against neighbouring independent African countries. 163. We again declare our solidarity with, and total
The build-up of armed forces in the Territory is support for, the courageous struggle of the people of
continuing,reaching such a level that today there is Namibia, under the leadership of SWAPO, its sole
one racist soldier to every 12 inhabitants of Namibia. authentic representative, for self-determination, free-
157. The international community is particularly dom and national independence in a united Namib-
concerned about the unceasing co-operation of the ia. The Byelorussian SSR has sided with, and will
United States, certain other Western countries and continue to side with, the peoples of the African
Israel with the racist Pretoria regime in the develop- front-line States in their efforts to defend their
ment of South Africa's nuclear potential. It is not national independence and territorial integrity
ditlicult to visualize the possible dangerous conse- against the aggressive tendencies of the South African
quences of this co-operation, which in fact gives the colonialists.
apartheid regime direct access to nuclear weapons. 164. The United Nations-primarily the Security
158. In spite of the numerous appeals of the United Council-bears a direct responsibility for ensuring
Nations to all Member States to co-operate in ending that its decisions on Namibia are implemented so
the unlawful occupation of Namibia by South Africa that a just solution to the Namibian problem may be
and to adopt legislative, administrative and other found as soon as possible. In this connection, we
necessary measures effectively to isolate the apart- support the demands of the African countries that
heid regime, certain well-known Western countries the Security Council should introduce comprehen-
continue their policy of open support for it. The sive, mandatory sanctions against the South African
United States and other members of the North regime, under Chapter VII of the Charter of the
Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO] are doing United Nations.
everything in their power to hinder the United 165. The time has long since passed for the Security
Nations, and in particular the Security Council, in Council fully to assume the main role in ensuring
applying effective international sanctions, provided effective and permanent control over Namibia and
for ID Chapter VII of the Charter, against South guidance of the Territory towards total indepen-
Africa. dence. This role includes the questions of the compo-
159. Moreover, the United States, which only re- sition, leadership, location and activities of the
cently had donned the mantle of self-styled mediator, United Nations mission to provide assistance to
has now dropped that disguise. The United States Namibia, as well as setting a date and a timetable for
Administration has openly proclaimed racist South the mission.
Africa to be its "historic ally", and it is develoring 166. In conclusion, I should like to refer to the
relations with the apartheid regime on the basis 0 the important and very useful work done by the United
notorious policy of "constructive engagement". Nations Council for Namibia in defending the inter-
160. In justifying this sinister alliance, its members ests of the Namibian people. We express our grati-
are trying by all means possible to di-itort the tude to the representative of Zambia, Mr. Lusaka,
character of the Namibian problem and to link a just who directs the Council's work with such cornpe-
solution to tOiaiiy inelev8nt questions. At the same tence.
time, the United States and the apartheid regime of 167. Our delegation will support the draft resolu-
South Africa are increasing their overt pressure on tions contained in the report of the Council [A/39/24,
African countries to complicate the situation in part four, chap. 1] because the measures proposed
southern Africa, with the object of laking the ques- there are aImed at the speedy attainment of freedom
tionofNamibia out of the framework of the United and independence by the people of Namibia.
Nations· and solving it on a neo-colonialist basis in 168. Mr. de FIGUEIREDO (An~ola): As this is the
accordance with the. narrow, selfish interests of the first time during the present sessIOn of the General
Western Powers. Assembly that I have had the honour of speaking, Sir,
161. The Byelorussian SSR firmly condemns the I cannot refrain from expressing my delegation's
continuin, unlawful occupation of Namibia by the gratification at your presidency of the thirty-ninth
racist regime of South Africa and the unceasing session of the General Assembly. Your presence in
manoeuvres of the United States and other Western the Chair during consideration of this item in
Powers and racists to maintain the apartheid system particular is especially fitting in view of the involve-
in South Africa and implant a puppet regime in ment in the issue of Namibian independence on the
Namibia with the, aim of undermining the founda- part 0(1 your President, your Government, your
tions of a political settlement to the problem of people and yourself. In fact, Zambia, as a fronteline
southern Africa, a settlement that has been built into State, and Zambians have been part of all the
decisions of the United Nations-above all, those of initiatives and moves aimed at securing Namibian
the Security Council. independence.
162. The Byelorussian SSR speaks out in favour of 169. The continuing colonial status of Namibia is a
a speedy, unconditional implementation by the Na- Isource of anger and regret for all of us and should be
mibian people of its inalienable right to self-determi- a source of shame and embarrassment to those that
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perpetuate this situation and those that support the port for SWAPO and the Namibian people in their
racist colonial occupation authorities. effort to wrest from the jaws of the racist Power the
170. The history of the illegal South African occu- independence and freedom which are theirs by
pation ofNamibia is well known and I will not repeat history, by law and by right.
it. Suffice it to say that if, to paraphrase Gibbon, 177. Recently, the Secretary-General and the inter-
history is the register of the crimes, follies and national community were informed of the steps taken
misfortunes of mankind, then the modern history of by the Government of the People's Republic of
southern Africa is the register of the crimes and Angola with the essential objectives of guaranteeing
follies of the apartheid State and its imperialist allies, the independence of Namibia through the full imple-
of its military adventurism and of the misfortunes of mentation of resolution 435 (1978), achieving the
the oppressed people of the region. withdrawal of South African forces from the south of
171. Since 1978, the issue of genuine and complete Angola, securing international guarantees for Ango-
independence for Namibia has been a priority issue la's security, independence and territorial integrity
for the People's Republic of Angola in particular and and contributing to the establishment of lasting peace
for the front-line States in general, but the issue has in southern Africa.
been bogged down by one obstacle after another 178. Angola has bled and has been bleeding for over
manufactured by the racist South African regime and 500 years. First there were five centuries of oppres-
its imperialist allies. It has been the commitment of sive colonial rule, then 14 years of a heroic and brutal
SWAPO and the Government of Angola to the war of liberation, then a racist war of a~ression from
fulfilment of the aspirations of the people that has led the day of the announcement of our mdependence,
to the breaking of the deadlock on each occasion. then a military occupation of parts of southern
172. Surely the international community remem- Angola since 1981.
bers the 1979 proposals put forward by the Angolan 179. In December 1983, the racist invaders, to
leadership which allowed the stalemate created by deflect mounting international condemnation, pre-
the Pretoria regime to be broken. Since then, despite sented proposals on the withdrawal of South African
the most terrible and trying times for the Angolan troops from Angola, to which my Government gave
nation, of which the international community in an encouraging response. A year later, in December
general and the Security Council in particular have 1984, South African troops are today still in occupa-
been made aware, Angola has been in the forefront of tion in southern Angola, 25 miles inside Angolan
the support for SWAPO and the liberation struggle of territory, hundreds of miles from the South African
the Namibians. border, and we are being asked to take seriously the
173. In fact, the unwavering championship of the words of the racist regime. South Africa continues to
Namibian cause has earned the Angolan people a support the quisling UNITAII bands in its continuing
terrible retribution from the racist regime in Pretoria: attempts to destabilize the legitimate Government of
massive invasions of my country; armed aggression; Angola.
the military occupation of parts of southern Angola 180. South Africa supplies these puppets and layk-
since 1981; the systematic destruction of national eys, trains them, arms them, finances them and gives
property far beyond that caused by conflict, in fact, them bases in northern Namibia to which, they
vandalism of a strategic kind aimed at harming and retreat when faced with the wrath of the Angolan
sabotaging national reconstruction; the destruction of people. The traitor Savimbi betrayed his people, his
transportation and communication lines; the kidnap- country, his history, and shamed an entire ,continent
ping of te'Chnical assistance advisers working with by being the only black man present at ,the Botha
our people; the brutal treatment of children; the investiture ceremony. The rest of Afric~ remained
murder of unarmed civilians, including women and silent at this blatant betrayal.
children; the killing of livestock-in short, a sus- 181. Despite all these problems facing us, the
tained battering at the Angolan Government, institu- President of Angola, Comrade Jose Eduardo dos
tions, infrastructure and people through invasions, (1 *....... ..... ,1 *........ A __~I ... ~_I_ L __ •__=.. I:' _I:'. ... .. - - b" d ""an"Vi:J, QAlU "AI~ ~Ale;VIQAI IJ'~J!I~ lIav~ ~IV~ll pilUUl Ul
occupatIOn, artlllery attacks, air raids, bom 1Og3, an their goodwill and seriousness in seeking peace for
sabotage. the solution of the Namibian problem. The interna-
174. It is a matter of record that in the face of this tional community knows that the Angolan President
adversity the Angolan Government and people, true and bis people will never walk away from their
to the principles of their revolution, have remained responsibility to the region and to the African
firm ill their solidarity with the people of Namibia. continent.
175. We have made a pledge to see the liberation 182. However, I will presume on the Assembly's
and genuine independence of Namibia, through the patience to examine for a moment the ludicrous
implementation of Security Council resolution 435 racist assertion that the Cuban internationalist forces
(1978), come about. To that end, even at consider- in Angola pose a threat to the security of South
able human, national, economic, political, territorial Africa. Luanda is 2,300 kilometres from the Orange
and diplomatic cost, the leadership of Angola-the River and Cabinda is 2,740 kilometres from the
MPLA Workers PartylO and the Government-has Orange River. By this token, if we apply the racist
displayed creativity and flexibility, without compro- assertion to a geographical trajectory, over three
mise, re~arding the I;'roblems which impede or are fourths of the African continent is in danger from the
said to Impede the mdependence of Namibia and Cuban internationalist forces in Angola. The racist
threaten peace in southern Africa and has sought charge of "danger" is laughable, especially when not
solutions to the real as well as the manufactured a single Angolan, let alone a Cuban soldier, has ever
problems. set foot outside the sovereign borders of Angola,
176. The position of the Government and the while the racist armed forces of South Africa and its
people of Angola has always been clear, consistent, lackeys and mercenaries have been illegally present
constant and unequivocal: solidarity with and sup- in over halfa dozen sovereign African countries. And
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Angola, I need not remind the General Assembly, conflict, the end of the sixth year in the fruitless and
does not share even a centimetre of a border with precarious life of Security Council resolution 435
South Africa, a fact which the racist r~gime conve- (1978) and the second anniversary of the 1982
niently chooses to overlook. . agree~~nt, ~quall¥ fruitless to da~e, by which ~ll the
183. Even a cursory analysis of the situation leads remam~ng Impediments to the Implementatl(~m of
us to conclude that the Pretoria regime intends to resolution. ~35 (l978~ were deemed by all parties to
perpetuate apartheid and exert by force and sabota$e the ~amlblan conflict to have been successfully
its political, economic and social domination ID negotiated and finally resolved.
southern Africa, with an expansionist thrust towards 191. For the people of Namibia, this debate and the
the entire African continent. . year 1984 mark on the one hand the culmination of a
184. No, a far greater threat to the racist regime, c~ntury of wrong and on .the other the ~ommem~ra-
system and structure is not from some international- tlon of a century of herOIC struggle agamst colomal-
ist forces in Angola-and Pretoria well knows this- is~, led by SWAPP~ the sole and authenti~ reJ;lresen-
but first and foremost from within South Africa, tatlve of the N~mlblan people. The occasion IS both
from its 22 million oppressed and exploited blacks, one to be revtled and conde~ned and <?ne to,be
who are supported by Africa's population of over 250 remembere~ and honoured. I.t IS an occasion ~hlch
million. To paraphrase an ancient proverb: "Dicta- must permit us the opportumty to look back With a
tors ride on tigers which they dare not dismount, and mixture ofpride and s~rrow, to se~k counsel from th.e
the tigers are getting hungry". past 100 years ofcolomal oppression and antl-colom-
185. The Assembly has heard enough on the prob- al.resistance in Namib~a, as we ~rep~re for the ~uture
lems of Namibia. Now we need to see action on the w!th a new affirmation of.falt.h m the ultimate
implementation of resolution 435 (1978) for the ~r~umph of the forces of Justice over those of
attainment of independence by Namibia. I say with lDjUstlce.
regret that in the past decades political problems 192. Yes, the Namibian struggle will triumph, even
have been dealt with bilaterally or regionally, outside if for the present we are forced to admit that the
the United Nations, thus negating one of the main revelations of the past week, particularly those in
reasons for the existence of the Organization. But the South Africa's letter of pre-conditions for the imple-
question of Namibia is unique because the United mentation of resolution 435 (1978), constitute a very
Nations, through the Security Council and the serious obstacle. Yes, even if it is painful to admit
United Nations Council for Namibia, is the sole legal that for the moment the grand vision of a free,
Administering Authority for Namibia. Therefore, it independent and proud Namibia, as laid out so
is mandatory that the United Nations take action carefully and meticulously in the United Nations
and retrieve the authority to speak on and for plan for the peaceful liberation of Namibia, remains
Namibia, authority which it has allowed to be nothing more than a vision yet to be fulfilled-
usurped. indeed, even though it may appear that we are seeing
186. My delegation read with interest and some the dying days of resolution 435,<1978). Ye~, ~ut the
amusement the letter addressed to the Secretary- dr~am and love of free~o~ Will never die m the
General by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of South mIDd~ and hea~s of Nam,lblans whatever fate, befalls
Africa very shortly after I had handed over my Se~unty ~ounctl. resolution 435 (1978). ThiS fact,
President's letter to the Secretary-General. The irrele- thiS naggmg reality, must be ~ndersto04 by those
vant and extraneous factor of the presence of the who ~<?uld have us share the mistaken behef that the
Cuban internationalist forces in Angola was not Namlblan freedom struggle can be frustrated to
manufactured by South Africa and its allies until death.
1981, while the operative resolution on the imple- Mr. Tsvetkov (Bulgaria), Vice-President, took the
mentation of Namibian independence dates back to Chair.
1978. 193 W . . d h' 1 .
1 '2'7 Th • rI rI f N .. h . d . e remam commltte to t e Imp ementahon
& u , • . & ••t: In_epen_ence 0_ - .aml1)!a . __as occuple of resolution 435 (1978) in the shape and form in
the attentIOn of the Angolan ~eadershlp and people which we have known it over the past six years. That
alm<?st as much as, ou~ own mdependence. As .my is wh) we are adamantly opposed to the linkage by
Pre~ldent dec,lared m hiS statement at the twentieth which South Africa seeks to tamper with the integrity
ordmary session of the Assembly. of.-l{eads of ~tate of that resolution. One has only to consider seriously
an~ Government of th~ Orgamzatlon of Afnc~n the conti;;nts of the letter contained in document
Un~t¥, the platform contams the fundamental offi~lal A/39/689 to realize that the linkage has burgeoned
pOSitIOn.of the Angolan Gove~ment on the question into a full-fledged parallel plan for Namibia-parallel
of Namibia and southern AfrD~a. He further stated to resolution 435 (1978). Armed with the inflated
tha~ the Governments of the UI!lted States and South arrogance of a self-appointed regional super-Power,
Africa now h'!ve t~e opport1;1mty to de~o~strate to South Africa, through its plan, seeks to ensure not
the. worl~ their ser!ousness m. the negot1atlon~ and only that Namibia proceeds to independence on
their deSire to contrtbut~effe~hvelyto the solut~onof Pretoria's terms but also that the affairs of the entire
the probl«:?ms of our regl,on ~It~ resp~ct to the Issues region of southern Africa are reordered in the image
of sovereignty and territOrial mtegnty. of a South Africa dedicated to the preservation of
188. Angolans are still prepared to say: 4'Victory at white doptination and supremacy.
all costs. Victory in spite of all terror. V.ictory 194. The South African plan is replete with lz.tter-
h~wever long ~nd hard t~e ro~d may be. For Without day interpretations of resolution 435 (1978) and with
VictOry there IS no surv.lval. . . . . ingenious and nefarious assertions of new under-
189. The strugglecontmues. VictOry IS ~ertam. standings cunningly twisted to explain away Preto-
190. Mr. LEGWAILA (Botswana): By this debate ria's attempt to clothe the chic~ne1)' of its inJentions
we mark the end of another frustratil)g year in the in the garb of good faith. ConSider, as just one
search fQr a peaceful solution to the Namibian instance, ,the assertion under the heading "Political
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Principles" that "resolution 435 does not preclude there can be no independence-peaceful indepen-
the establishment of a cessation of hostilities prior to dence-for Namibia so long as the Territory remains
its implementation" [see AI391689]. And this is an occupied by South African troops. Mortgage the
assertion made by a South Africa which utterly removal of these troops to something else beyond the
refused in Geneva in January 1981 at the pre-imple- competence of SWAPO and the Namibian people
mentation meeting to sign a cease-fire when chal- and one has virtually ruled out Namibia's peaceful
lenged to do so by the President ofSWAPO. Why is a evolution to independence and encouraged the alter-
cease-fire so attractive now? We are extremely suspi- native of independence by bloody revolution.
cious and wary, fully conscious, as we certainly are, 198. That is the state of affairs in which we find
that the South African cease-fire, the so-cailed cessa- ourselves at this most frightening period in the
tion of hostilities, is one whose real purpose is known history of our region. The Security Council is in
only to South Africa but which, we can safely effect being challenge~ to accept South Africa's (ar-
conjecture, is meant to involve SWAPO in an reaching and subverSive amendments to resolutIon
unsophisticated conspiracy to sabotage the imple- 435 (1978) and face the inevitable consequences, or
mentation of resolution 435 (1978). It is a cessation to come to terms with the painful prospect of the
of hostilities prior and in addition to the United United Nations plan becoming another failed at-
Nations cease-fire. It is a ploy either to buy time for tempt to liberate Namibia by peaceful means.
South Africa's occupation of Namibia or to lure 199. We have wasted six years trying, in the most
SWAPO into the trap of capitulation. futile way, to decide whether or not Namibi!1 shot;lld
195. The United Nations plan, as we have known it proceed to independence through a process In which
in the past six years, would become so deformed as to we all, ostensibly without exception, claim to repose
be totally unrecognizable and unimplementable if our faith and confidence, a peaceful process whose
South Africa's parallel plan were to be incorporated central purpose is to stop Namibia's needless and
into it. There is a clear indication in the South wasteful bleeding and preserve its young generation
African letter to which I have already referred that for the daunting task of independence and nation-
the withdrawal of Cuban forces would serve as a building.
mere appetizer for a deluge of insatiable demands, 200. We, the front-line States, and SWAPO have
made not only on Angola but on the region of spared no effort to be reasonable; we have even
southern Africa as a whole. For we must ask: What tolerated a series of thinly disguised manoeuvres
would stop South Africa from demanding that all the contriv.ed to hijack the United Net.ions plan for
countries of southern Africa take a census of their Namibia. All thiS has been to no avail. And yet we
Cuban and East European guests and report to d' Id' d' . 'bl
Pretorl'a fior I·nstructl·ons? What would stop South stand rea y to give peace, rea an In IVISI e peace,

a chance. As we have stated so often in the past, there
Africa from making such a demand? can be no real, lasting peace in our. regio~ so lon,- ~s
196. We are saying this to sharpen the sensitivity of millions of our fellow southern Afncans, In NamIbIa
the Assembly to the linkage issue and its conse- and South Africa, remain in ~ondalJe. '.~e challe~ge
quences and ramifications for our region. The front- South Africa to co-operate wIth us In thIS collectIve
line State of Angola is no longer being asked simply endeavour. We challenge South Africa to demon-
to send Cuban internationalist forces home in return strate its peaceful intentions by co-operating in the
for an indefinite commitment on the part of South implementation of a plan-Security Council tesolu-
Africa to the implementation of resolution 435 tion 435 (1978)-by which we seek to avoid; further
(1978); it is now being asked to undress in public: needless waste of the precious lives of young Namib-
first, to restrict the number of Russian, East German ians and South Africans in a war WhICh, for South
and "other communist" advisers to 1978 levels; Africa in any case, is an exercise in sheer futility,
secondly, to furnish a list of East European advisers because it cannot win that war.
and theIr functions and whereabouts; and, thirdly, to 20 I. South Africa has more than enoug~ on its pl~te
furnish a list of all Cubans stationed in Angola, And in Souih Africa itseif~ where a catastrophic revolutIon
all this is in addition to the arrogant demand that the is threatening to erupt. Therp too we challenge South
Cuban forces not be replaced "by any other foreign Africa to live up to its ;t'~)testations of peaceful
forces" [ibid.]. That is the level to which the linkage intentions by opening the floodgates of freedom
issue has degenerated-as has, I am afraid, our hope before it is too late.
and faith in the peaceful decolonizati:~n of Namibia. 202. Mr. LE KIM CHUNG (Viet Nam) (interpreta-
197. Namibia cannot be peacefully decolonized in tion from French): The year 1984 marks the cente-
the face of the fact that the concept of simultaneity nary of the struggle of the people of Namibia to
and/or parallelism, against which we have so often throw off the yoke of colomalism. Despite heroic
raved and l'anted, has become so firmly entrenched efforts and countless sacrifices by these martyred
that it is a position away from which it is not possible people, despite the understanding and increasing
to move South Africa and the United States, even assistance given to them by the intternational commu-
with a bulldozer. South Africa7s letter states categori- nity, and despite the untirin~ and devoted efforts of
cally and unashamedly: the various bodies of the Umted Nations, which has

"It has been the consistent position of the South been directly responsible for the fate of Namibia
African and United States Governments that Cu- since 1966, the matter of the illegal occupation of the
ban withdrawal from Angola should be carried out country by the apartheid regime of South Africa is
parallel with the reduction of South African forces stlll before us. It is a totally unacceptable anachron-
in terms of United Nations Security Council ism.
resolution 435." [ibid.] 203. My delegation fully endorses the analysis of

But we all have to understand that the withdrawal of the present situation in Namibia, as well as the
South African troops from Namibia is the heart and background and nature of the question of Namibia,
soul of the United Nations plan for Namibia, for as was set out in such a detailed and wise way on 29
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November 1984 before the General Assembly. We to find~ at any cost~ a way of turning Namibia into a r

would like to add the voice of our people to the neo-colony and thus transforming it into a vast I
universal indignation. rr~v,oked by th~ s~ubborn garrison an~ an immens~ military base~ whic~ will fr,l.l,'
manoeuvres of the racIst regIme of Pretona aImed at serve as an 10fernal machme to perpetuate ~he Illegal
perpetuatingcoloni~lism in. Namibia thr~~gh a poli- occupation of the ~ountry through rep~esslve terror j
cy of savage represSIon agaInst the Namlblan people of the most atrocIous sort~ and a sprmgboard for
and through a policy of aggression~ subversion and aggressive armed attacks against the front-line Afri-
constant pressure against neighbouring African coun- can States.
tries~ thus comm~tting a dual crime~ both against 208. But the obstacle to the independence of Na-
mankind and agaInst peace. mibia is all the more tremendous in that Washington
204. Namibia is in fact the last significant bastion continues to throw in its lot with Pretoria. Did not
of old-style colonialism. Given the victorious pro- President Reagan himself proclaim emphatically this
gress of national 'liberation movements that have strategic alliance by saying: "Can we abandon a
developed spontaneously and continually over the country that is strategically essential to the free world
last four decades~ the persistance of the colonial in its production of minerals that we must all
regime in Namibia toda~ has.b~c0J:.I1e an ipsupp~rta- have?"*
ble I?aradox and a .g1armg mJu~tIce whl,ch. weighs 209. In fact a militarily powerful South African
heavily 0": the conscIence of.our tImes. ThIS IS all the regime is perfectly in keeping with the strategic
~ore so ~mce the fate of thIS mart~red country was interests~ both regional and global~ of the Un!ted
dIrectly. hnked t~ the League of NatlOns~ and later to States. That is why~ together with Israel~ the Umted
t~e Umted ~atIons,. for more than ~~ years. And~ States is increasing its military assistance to Pretoria
slpce the UOlte~NatIOns took t~e .declslon to assume and opening the door for the regime~s acquisition of
dIrect .responslblhty for Na~lbla~ m~re than 70 nuclear capability, thus leading to an increasing
resolut~ons haye been adopted m th~ vam search for threat to peace and security in southern Africa ~11.d
a sol~t~on whIch would grant true mdependence to indeed throughout the world. At the same tlme~ It IS
NamIbIa. Washington itself that~ up to now~ has ~uaranteed
205. Why do we see this situation arise? The political protection for Pretoria by exercismg its veto
fundamental obstacle which continues to obstruct the against any Security Council resolution calling for
road to independence for the Namibian people is the comprehensive mandatory sanctions agajnst the
considerable body of interests~ economic, strategic avartheid regime.
and so ~n, ~uilt up by ~he ra~ist S01;1th African 2-10. The struggle of the Namibian people against
settlers In.dIrec~ ass~clatlOn ~Ith theIr powerf~l South Africa's colonial yoke took a decisive turn
Western all.les, pnmarlly th~ UOlted States of Amen- when SWAPO was established in 1960 and rapidly-
ca along WIth other countrIes of NATO, and Israel. six years later-proceeded to the phase of armed
206. These interests~ which are essentially colonial- resistance, with the creation of the People's Libera-
ist and imperialist, represented by the powerful tion Army for Namibia, in order to meet effectively
transnational corporations~ are indeed carrying on the ferocious repression carried out by Pretoria's
feverishly the p~d~g~ of the natural. an~ .human army. Indee~, this is an essential r~quirement for
resources of NamIbIa and thus mamtammg the many liberatIon movements at a particular phase of
Namibian people under foreign domination. To their development, as a guarantee of their final
perpetuate this domination, the Pretoria regime in victory. The legitimacy of the armed struggle of the
Namibia is practising a policy of "divide and rule" Namibian people to exercise their inalienable right to
by setting up puppet institutIOns and organizations self-determination and independence has in any case
and by resorting to military conscription, thereby been emphasized on several occasions by the Move-
forcibly draftin~ Namibians into the colonial army in ment of Non-Aligned Countries and has been em-
order to "Namlbianize" the war against the Namib- phatically stated in many resolutions of the General
ian people. Bu! the most dange!ous 3:spect and t~e Assembly.
!D0st he~n~u~ aspe9t of the c~lo~lal pol~cy of~retona 211. On behalf of the people of Viet Nam, we
In N~ml~la ~s th~ mtrodu,?tlOn mto thIS Terntory ~f should like at this stage to share some thoughts with
the mstltu~lonahzed racist sys~em. of al!tlrthetd, our brothers and sisters in Namibia.
through which the whole of the Imbgenous popula-
tion is rendered into virtual slavery; and methods of 212. In the first place, although oppressed peoples
bantustanization have been introduced, on a par with m~st as a last res~rt use ar.me~ stru~gle b~cause of the
Hitler's nazistn by forcing population groups to blindness o~ theIr en~l":les m usmg Violence and
resettle by regrouping tribal entities and ethnic weapons ag.amst them, It IS nevertheless useful that at
entities' and by destroy-ing the entire socio-economic the same time they should ta~~ up the st~uggle ~n
structure of the Namlbian nation.' other fro~ts! such as. the political and d~pl~matlc

. . fronts. ThiS IS what Vlet Nam has done. ThiS IS what297• In .Apnl 1983, my d~legatlOn had an opportu- friends are doing now in Central America and
Olty, to listen, to the .Pre.sldent of the S~uth West elsewhere. This is also what SWAPO has undertaken
AfrIca P~opl~ s Orgamzatt.0n, Mr. S~m NUJo~a, and with admirable patience, in order to achieve an
heard ~I~, In the .Securlty Council, excort.ate the honourable cease-fire which would lead to the termi-
apo..rthe.td Junta! which throu~ all means ~I~hes to nation p'f the illegal occupation of Namibia by South
mamta!n the Illegal occupatIOn of Namlb~a. My Africa. However, as always, our enemies use diplo-
del~gatlon could not help b!1t recall the gr~mmest matic means for delaying purposes and diversionary
perIods of the l<?ng war of !eslst~nce~f t.he Vletnam- purposes and as a way of bringing pressure to bear in
ese people ~g~mst Amenc.an In;tpenabsts: Ind~e~, the hope that they will obtain maximum concessions.
those were slmIla~ advers~nes, ~~th match109 cnml- This is what is happening at the present time in
nal targets ~nd vII1ually IdentIcal mano~uvres and ! Central America as well as in southern Africa and in
plans of actIon. As In the case of South Vlet Nam at '
the time,the enemy of the Namibian people is trying *Quoted in English by the speakei.
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the Middle East. Indeed, we need only mention the Council considered the convening of a special meet-
attitude adopted by the United States Government in ing in order to discuss the means of overcoming the
its conversations with the Nicaraguan Government present deadlock. Kt must continue to encourage the
with regard to the Contadora Act on Peace and Co- Secretary-General in his good offices, while under-
operation in Central America [A/39/562, annex] or, taking serious preparations for the imposition of
for example, the warning issued during the course of comprehensive mandatory sanctions under Chapter
the El Salvador talks to the Farabundo Marti Nation- VII of the Charter of the United Nations.
al Liberation Front calling on it to I,ay down its arms 217. At the same time, it is essential that the
and accept a gen~~al amnesty..That IS why all peoples community of nations reinforce its assistance in
must be m.a 'position to negotiate from st!ength; they many forms-material, moral, political and mili-
m~st be vigIlant and constantly ,~n their guard. In tary-to SWAPO and to the front-line States in order
thiS regard, we welcome the posItIon reaffirmed ~y to help them to increase the strength of their
SWAPO on 13 August lastl to the ~ffect that P~etorIa resistance to Pretoria's repression and pressure of all
should set a date to begm the Implementation of sorts
Security Council resolution 435 (1978), the only fair . ". ,. .,
and acceptable solution to the problem of Namibia. 218. !he ~oclahstRepubhc ofVlet.Nam has l!1yarI-

.' ably given ItS complete understandmg and milItant
213. 11,1 the second place, my ~elegatIon wishes to solidarity to the just cause of the independence of
emphasize the fact that the VictOry of opJ?ressed Namibia. In August 1981, in receiving a mission of
people~ depends first and foremost .on ~helr own consultation of the United Nations Council for
efforts m the struggle, but. at the same time It depends Namibia in Viet Nam, my Government solemnly
on, support from theIr ~rIends throughol;lt the w~rld. reaffirmed its position of principle of total support
WI~h ~egard to t,h~ Importance of mternatI~nal for the legitimate struggle of the people of Namibia,
solIdarIty for Namibia, the oppressed South AfrIcan under the leadership of SWAPO, its only authentic
people the~selves are called on ~o play a prImary and legitimate representative.
role. That IS why the strengthemng of the present .
struggle of the South African people and the ANC 2,19. Here m the Ge~eral AssemblY,.1et my delega-
against the apartheid regime gives valuable support tIon rea~r~ once agam our unwavermg sup~rt for
to the Namibian people. In the same way, greater the Na~~lUb~an people, ~s wel! as ou.r ferv~nt wish for
awareness on the part of United States public the rapid VictOry of theIr natIonal lIberatIon struggle.
opinion in order to increase pressure on the Reagan 220. Mr. OCHIENGHS-WELLBORN (Uganda): A
Administration so that it will renounce its negative few weeks ago, the United Nations Council for
policy of constructive engagement with regard to Namibia held a Symposium on A Century of Heroic
Pretoria, stop disguising the colonial nature of the Struggle of the Namibian People against Colonialism.
issue by re~arding it as an East-West conflict and stop To the people of Namibia that marked a century of
the artificial linkage with the withdrawal of the barbaric and brutal oppression, the denial of the
Cuban forces from Angola is of the greatest impor- most elementary human rights and the exploitation
tance. and plunder of their human and natural resources.
214. As was the case with the question of the Thi~ year als~ !11arks 100 years. of heroic struggle
policies of the apartheid regime, which was dealt with agamst colonl~h~m and oppression by the gallant
by the General Assembly last week, the question of people of NamibIa. That stru$81e, today sp~arheaded
Namibia demands that the international community, by S~~PO, the sole aut~entlc repres~ntatlv~ of t.he
and particularly the United Nations, which has had Na~lIblan people~ contmues to register vlctones
direct responsibility for the administration of the agamst South AfrIca.
Territory for 18 years, take positive and immediate 221. For the past several years, concerted efforts
action and no longer make mere exhortations or have been made to secure independence for Namib-
empty promises, as was stated by the Presi<.lent of the ia. In spite of its adoption and universal recognition
South West Africa People's Organization in the six years ago, Security Council resolution 435 (1978),
~Pl'll"itu (""nnftl"iI in An"iI t OSl1 ._.L~...,L __ ..J_~_..J ..L_ 11 r_~ .. _..J ....r._ .. ! __ ~ _1 __ Jt'_ - ~._-
......... _ ; --..,_ ,ay'" • 'UJ. Wlll\,;ll CIlUUIllCU LIlC unlLCU 1~aLlun5 plan lur (ne

215. It is indeed obvious that verbal condemna- independence of Namibia, still remains unimple-
tions are powerless to shake the obstinacy of the mented. The Pretoria regime has continued to use
racist settlers of Pretoria and their protectors and every pretext to frustrate the implementation of that
accomplices. Repeated appeals made respectively by resolution. Negotiations have been held in the hope
the President of the United Nations Council for that, in spite of South Africa's known intransi~ence,
Namibia, the Chairman of the Special Committee on those Western countries with massive economic and
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of other ties with South Africa would use their leverage
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to with it in favour of the independence of Namibia. It
Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Secretary-Gen- is regrettable that the United States, a member of the
eral and the Chairman of the Movement of Non- Western contact group, in pursuance of its policy of
Aligned Countries, as well as many outstanding constructive engagement, instead prompted and en-
international figures, have' all been unanimous in couraged racist South Africa to insist on the irrele-
emphasizing the need for concerted international vant and extraneous issue of the linkage of the
action of a more energetic nature against Pretoria. withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola with the
216. In this regard, it is for the Security Council, in independence of Namibia.
the first place, to deal with the Namibian question 222. Uganda continues to reject any further at-
firmly and to take full responsibility for the imple- tempts to insist on linkage as a pre-eondition of the
ment~tion of resolution 435 (1978). The Council independence of Namibia. We refuse to accept that
should establish a precise timetable for its implemen- the future of the Namibians should be sacrificed to
tation and keep the matter constantly before it until selfish interests or on the altar of East-West rivalry.
the Unit~d Nations plan for the independence of We maintain that the trading of a people's freedom
Namibia has been fully realized. It is time the and national independence is not only reprehensible
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but immoral. I wish, therefore, to reiterate Uganda's only lend legitimacy to and encourage South Africa's
position that the presence of Cuban troops in Angola occupation of Namibia and must be condemned. In
is a matter between two independent and soverei~n this connection, U,anda denounces the opening of
States. It has no relation whatsoever with the colomal foreign consulates m occupied Namibia under p.ny
situation in Namibia. pretext whatsoever. It is therefore imperative to call
223. In the course of all the negotiations, SWAf \.J ~pon those.Westertl; countries to desist from.frustrat-
has continued to display considerable patience, flexi- mg the Umted ,1'!atlons efforts towards the mdepen-
bility and statesmanship. Even in the face of equivo- dence of Namibia.
cation and prevarication, SWAPO has continued to 230. There has in fact been a dramatic intensifica-
express its readiness to si,n a cease-fire immediately tion of the propaganda emanating from Pretoria and
so that the implementation process can begin. In certain Western capitals to the effect that the consul-
contrast., South Africa has strewn one obstacle after tations in the region are well on their way and will
another in the path of dialogue, insisting on elements consequently lead to the implementation of Security
that have no bearing on the process envisaged in Council resolution 435 (1978). The real situation has
resolution 435 (1978). The contrasting attitudes of been clarified by the President of the People's
the two parties were demonstrated early this year in Republic of Angola in a communication he addressed
Lusaka, when South Africa failed to respond to to the Secretary-General [A/39/688]. He makes it
SWAPO's offer to sign an immediate cease-fire. clear that, in spite of the flexibility and political will
224. Clearly, the Pretoria regime could not have displayed by Angola to reach an ami~able ~olutio~ to
demonstrated such brazen intransigence and duplici- !he related ,Problems and. to achieve Immedu~te
ty if it had not enjoyed the encouragement and Implemen!atlon of r~solutlon 435 (1978), racI~t
support of powerful friends which selfishly defend it S~>Uth Afr~ca has contmue~ to pursue contrary pol!-
in order to protect their own vested interests. ~Ies. We, ~n Uga~da. contmue to support. Angola s
225. Aware that SWAPO would win any free and ,r~ p~sltl~n oD; Its mdependence, sovereIgnty and
fair election held in Namibia under United Nations .Tltonal mtegnty.
auspices, South Africa is more than ever determined 231.. We maintain that Namibia remains the unique
to stall SWAPO's victory through the imposition of responsibility of the United Nations and that resolu-
puppet political institutions. The latest attempt to tion 435 (1978) is non-negotiable and the only
regroup the internal quislings in the so-called Multi- acceptable basis for a settlement. We reject any
Party Conference is clear proof that South Africa has attempt or attempts by South Africa and its backers
no intention of complying with the letter and the to hijack the central role of the United Nations in the
spirit of the United Nations plan. On the contrary, it decolonization of that Territory. The Security Coun-
is seeking to circumvent the United Nations plan and cil should therefore immediately shoulder its respon-
to consolidate its illegal hold on the Territory of sibility to implement its plan regarding that Terri-
Namibia. tory.
226. A serious aspect of the Namibian colonial 232. I wish also to pay a tribute to the United
situation is the formidable military machine which Nations Council for Namibia, the legal Administer-
South Africa has built in Namibia. This has been ing Authority for Namibia until its independence,
accomplished through the creation of tribal armies, which has discharged its responsibilities with a sense
the recruitment of mercenaries and the introduction of deep commitment and competence. Although the
of compulsory military service for all male Namib- degree to which the Council can make an effective
ians between the ages of 17 and 55. The objective of impact on the daily lives of the Namibian people is
these measures is to divide the African patriots and circumscribed by factors beyond its control, my
to intimidate the population with a view to undercut- delegation notes with satisfactIOn that the work done
ting support for SWAPO inside Namibia. by the Council to promote the interests of Namibia
227 South Africa has also continued to use the iind its uppressed peuple in piepaiation for indepen;
Te~itory of Namibia as a springboard for acts of ~ence and to mob~liz~ int~rnatio~a~opinion concern-
aggression against neighbouring independent African mg the cause, of Justice, m Namibia has, been enor-
States. The racist forces still occupy the southern part mou~. In. thiS connection, my delegat~on pays a
of Ango~a and continue to prop up the renegade spepal tnb~te to Mr. P~ul Lusaka,. P.resldent of the
forces of Savimbi. It has embarked on a systematic Un~ted Na~lOns Coun~d, for NamIbia" ~nd to t~e
programme of political and economic destabilization Un~t~d NatIOns Comml~slO~er ,for Naml,bla for t~e,1f
of the front-line States, aimed at forcing them to untlfm~efforts and dedlcatl,op. m preparmg Namibia
withdraw support for the liberation struggle. for n~tlonhood. Ou~ appreciatIOn goes equally to the
228. The policies pursued by racist South Africa Specl~l ReI!rese~tatlve of the Secretary-General, Mr.
and its continued occupation and militarization of Marttl Ahtlsaan.
Namibia are a threat to international peace and 233. In conciusion, I wish to commend the front-
security and consequently call for decisive action by line States for the steadfast support they have given
the Security Council under Chapter VII of the to the liberation struggle in southerq Africa in spite
Charter of the United Nations. of the heavy odds they face. I also taKe this opportu-
229. The natural resources of Namibia are bein~ nity to reaffirm the ~olidarityof the Governp1~ntan~
plundered, in total contravention of Decree No. 1.1 pe(~ple otUganda. With the people of Namibia m the.1f
The United Nations rouDcil for Namibia and the Just struggle for. Independence und~r the leaders.hlp
United Nations Centre on Transnational Corpora- of SWI.PO, thelf sole and authentiC repre.sentatIVe.
tions have often highlighted the callous disregard of 234. Mr. NGONDA (Zambia): In 1966, the Gener-
the legitimate interes~g of the Naltlibianpeople by al Assembly, in resolution 2145 (XXI), terminated
transnational corporations from certain Western South Africa's Mandate over Namibia because, as the
countries. Such activities, coupled with the policies record clearly shows, Pretoria had-as it is still doing
of co-operation and friendship with South Africa, today--systematically violated the letter and the
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spirit of that Mandate it assumed in 1920 for the sole the citadel of injustice in South Africa itself. South
and unambiguous purpose of advancing the well- Africa's insensitivity to the chorus of demands that it
being. of the inhabitants of that Territory. end its illegal occupation of Namibia is a function, in
235. Subsequent resolutions and decisions by the no ~mall rneasure~ of the unp~rallele~ moral, di~lo-
General Assembly and other bodies of the United matlc and .materIal support I! contmu~s to enJoy
Nations, which sought to achieve the same objective froJ.?1 certam, Western ,countrIes. Speclfi~ally, the
defined in resolution 2145 (XXI), have to all intents Umte~ States co~s~ruchve .engagem,ent polIcy, coup-
and purposes come to naught because successive led ~It.h t~e declsl~n to lInk the mdependence of
racist regimes in South Africa have resorted to every NamIbIa wIth the wlthdr~wal of Cuban forces frt;>m
conceivable trick in the book to stifle the will of the Angola~ has had the und~slfable elfect.of encouragl,ng
international community. th~ r,aclst and neo-Fasc~st PretorIa. reglm~ to mam-

" ' tam Its defiant and hostIle posture m relatIon to any
23~. T~e net effe~t. of South AfrIca s ne,g~tlve and all efforts designed to accelerate progress along
attItude !S that ~amlbIa stan~s out, as my Mmlster the road to freedom and independence in Namibia.
for Foreign ,AffaIrs stated durmg the gen~ral ~ebate The international community has rightly rejected the
[1 lth ~eet~ng], as a blot and ab~rra~lon m an linkage issue and all attempts by South Africa and its
~therw!se vI!1uall~ comple.te. decoloDlzatIon process allies to portray the Namibian people's quest for
m, AfrIca. 1 hus, In Naml~la !oday, the h~llowed independence as an East-West issue in the context of
prmclple of t!te .self-det~rmmatlon .of count.nes and super-Power rivalry. Namibians are waging a just
peoples, a pnnclplt? which t~e Umted.Nations has struggle te :\chieve their freedom and independence.
reaffirmed from, tm~e to. time, c~ntmues. to b,e That struggle deserves the fullest support of the
trampled upo~ With slc~em!1g, regulanty and ImpuOl- international community.
ty by the racist PretorIa regIme. 241 Th b d b h S h Afi' ,
237 I · . h' b k d f" . ere can e no ou t t at out rlc.) s
- . t I~ ag~mst t. IS ac groun 0 mcreasmg continued illegal occupation of Namibia, in flagrant
South Afnca!l mtranslge!1c~ ,th~t the annual debate violation of United Nations resolutions and deci-
on ~he qm stl0!l of Nam~bla s md.ependence on t~e sions, is a serious challenge and an insult to the
bas!s of Secunty CouncIl resolutIOn 435 (1978) IS Organization. The international community has an
takmg place. inescapable duty not to remain passive in the face of
238: ,There.is certainly n.o evidence to sugg~st ~outh this insult and challenge.
Afrt~a s, wIllIngness. t'? wlthd~aw and. end ItS Illegal 242. As we prepare to celebrate the fortieth anni-
occupation of N3mlbla. Ava.tl~bl~ ~vldence dem~n- versary of the founding of the United Nations, it is
strates very ~learly' that NamibIa IS, m fac,t, !ibastIon the hope, indeed, the expectation, of the oppressed
of South Afnc~, w.lth more th~n 100,000 racls~ troops people of Namibia, who have reposed so much
an~ mercenarIes ID the Tern,tory, who contmue, m confidence and trust in this world body, that a very
theIr ~su~1 !rIgger-hap~y fash]~n~ to slaughter ~ount- clear message will this time be sent to the racists to
less N~mlblans. T.h~ latest deCISion by the racIsts to compel them to end their illegal occupation of
conscrIpt all Napublan males between the ~ges of,17 Namibia We have an obligation to continue -to
and 55 to'serve m the very army of occupatIon which hI Id h' I fi .' I'd . Ch
has brought untold suffering to the Namibian people up 0 t e, 0 ty PrI~ClP es enshrme ID the . arter
is incontestible evidence of South Africa's sinister of the UOlted NatIOns. yv,e should not fad the
design to persist in its illegal occupation and exploi- oppressed people of Namibia.
tation of Namibia, which has been the victim of 243. Mr. FARAH DIRIR (Djibouti): The stalemate
foreign dnmination and exploitation for the past 100 in the Namibian crisis presents a situation whose
years. conse.quences constantly enda.nger tht?peace. an.d
239. The implementation of the United Nations secunty of the s~uth~r!1 Afncan regIon. ThIS IS
plan for Namibia has not been proce()ded with, but bt?cause the Pretona regu;ne has refus~d. to comply
not for any reason which can be attributed to ~~~~~ht;..T~~!:~~~!.:~~s~!~!~~~_ a.t?.<!. ~~~~!~~~ ~~ !~~
SWAPO or to the front-Hne States. The plan has not VIllI.~U.l"'l'UlVIl" WlUl n:;Z:;ill~ LV U,II: l~mmmun UI me
been implemented because South Africa and certain Namlbu~n pe,?ple and theIr aspIratIOn to freedom
of its allies continue to create obstacles in an eflort to and natIOnal mdependence.
scuttle that plan. It is a fact that over the years South 244. It is 18 years now since the General Assembly
Africa has made desperate attempts to sidestep the terminated South Africa's Mandate over Namibia in
plan by working out schemr.:s designed to exclude its resolution 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966 and
SWAPO, the sole and legitimate representative of the took over the direct responsibility of the administra-
oppressed people of Namibia, from participation in tion of that Territory with a view to assisting the
any eJectoral process, The racists have preferred Namibian people to attain a peaceful transition to
internal settlements with puppet groups, because genuine independence. A few months later, the
those groups have neither the vision nor the desire to General Assembly, by resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19
promote and safeguard the interests of their country May 1967, established the United Nations Council
and people. for Namibia and entrusted to it-rightly-the re-
240. The Pretoria regime, which has extended its spons~bmty ?f administering the Namibia~ Territo-
evil system of apartheid to Namibia, has no desire ry, WIth a}. ;ear ma~d~te to defend ~he nghts .and
whatsoever to end its illegal occupation of Namibia mter~sts 01 ;lle N~mlblan people untIl they achieve
because, apart from its incredible appetite for contin- genume natIOnal mdependence.
uing to exploit the human resources of that belea- 245. UnhaPJ?Y with that transfer of mandate and
guered country, it plans to continue to use the bent on its unjustified intention to cling to Namibian
Territory as a springboard for launching acts of territory, the South African regime refused to ',bmit
aggression against independent countries of our to the wish of the international community to free
region in an effort to blunt our support for the heroic Namibia and persisted in imposing its colonial policy
struggle which the oppressed are waging to dismantle of illegal occupation on the Territory. Indeed~ since

I
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then all actions emanating from the South African enable them to carry on their liberation struggle until
regime have clearly demonstrated its evil intention of they achieve genuine independence.
blocking ~ll ~rospects of achieving self-d~t~rmination 253. We are gratified that the United Nations
and genu10e mdependence for the Namlblan people. expressed its will, through the Security Council, to
246. The South African regime, determined to errest the intransigence c.f the South African regime
consolidate its colonial policy of domination and to and to bring about a peaceful settlement in the area
perpetuate its illegal occupation of Namibian territo- by adopting resolution 435 (1978), which carefully
ry, embarked on a massive military build-up, carry- sets forth the basis for a negotiated settlement of the
ing out massive military operations throughout the Namibian question.
Terri~09' and beyond its borders.to intimidate the 254. This resolution has won world-wide recogni-
Namlblan people and the front-h~e States. It ~m- tion and has been accepted as a genuine basis for a
ployed repre~s~v.e metho~s of arbl!rary. arrest and negotiated settlement of the Namibian question
torture of <.:Iylhan .detamees. It Impnsoned al'!d because of its careful plan for a democratic election
executed pohhcal pnso~ers.and freedom fighters, m in Namibia under United Nations supervision. It
def!ance an~ flagrant vlolatlo~ of the Charter .of the invites the South African regime to co-operate with
UOlted N~tlons and the Umversal Declaration of the United Nations in the effort to prepare the people
Human Rights. of Namibia for their independence through legally
247. It is obvious that in these circumstances the supervised, democratic elections. We are greatly
South African regime invited perpetual tension and concerned, however, that despite the concerted ef-
confrontation in that region. Alarmed at South forts exerted by the international community, the
Africa's inhuman policy of occupation and colonial election plan has yet to be implemented, six years
domination of Namibian territory, the international after the adoption of resolution 435 (1978), because
community has repeatedly condemned and declared the South African regime has chosen to frustrate all
that policy null and void. At the same time, it has peace efforts and has deliberately rejected any re-
smod fast by the Namibian people and firmly sponsibility for reaching a peaceful settlement of the
supported their courageous struggle to achieve com- Namibian problem. The South African regime has
plete independence. used every trick to gain time for its manoeuvres and
248. We believe very strongly-and history will delaying tactics, designed to perpetuat~ its domin~-
prove-that no matter how strong South Africa is or tion over the Namibian people and furt~er expl~lt
appears to be with its massive military machinery and plunder the natural resources of theIr land, ID
and~other rel~ted repressive apparatus, the reign of violation of Security Council and General Assembly
terror, brutality and torture by the South. African resolutipns, as well as of Decree No, I f~r. the
regime over the Namibian population will never Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia}
suppress .o~ stifle the courag~ a~d de~ermination of 255. Moreover, the establishment by the South
the NamibiaI'! people and their h~erat1on mov~ment, African regime of the pre-condition of an unrelated
S,?,APq, their sole and aut~ent.lc representative, to linkage has made it impossible to implement the
wm theIr struggle for genume mdependence. United Nations plan to resolve the Namibian ques-
249. Nevertheless, it has been very painful to tion in accordance with Security Council resolution
realize that the political, economic and military 435 (1978).
ac~ivities of the racist regime of Sl?uth Africa and its 256. It is very regrettable that, while the interna-
alhes have prove~ a~le to undermme. t~e efforts and tional community continues to appeal to South
frustrate th~ aspI~atll?ns ~f the. Namlblan people to Africa to comply with resolution 435 (1978), which
protect their !erntonal mtegrlty, freedom, natural provides the only valid basis for achieving a peaceful
res<?urces and mdepe~denc~.We do no~ con~d,?ne the settlement of the Namibian problem, South Africa
pohcy of. collabpratlon ~Ith the racist ~egmle cf continues to step up its brutal methods of repression
South Afr~ca agamst .th~ Wish .of the strugglIng people and intimidation by ~xt~nding its obnoxious system
of N~mlbla and theIr l~beratlon ~ovement. '!".e are of apartheid and its policy of bantustanization to
convmced that that pO!IC.Y undermmes the legitimate Namibian territory. In addition to its regular army of
stl1.!gg!e of the Namlb~an people. and the black occupation, South Africa has reverted to reliance on
maJ.onty .of South Afnca for theIr freedom and the massive recruitment of mercenary forces, which
natIOnal mdependence.. are deployed throughout the Territory and across the
250. We see no justification whatsoever for the borders to stifle the growing resistance of the libera-
continued illegal occupation by South Africa of tion struggle in the Territory. Recent reports have
Namibian territory. We reject the presence of the also indicated that the South African regime has
South African armed forces of occupation and the extended compulsory military service to the local
illegal administrative machinery, which should be population. This latest manoeuvre has forced a
withdrawn from Namibian territory. considerable number of the Namibian people to flee
251. The brutal repression by the South African into e~ile rathe~ t.han sub~it to t~e coll>~ial strategy
regime of the Namibian people, the persistent viola- of settmg Namlblan soldiers agamst theIr own peo-
tion of their human rights, the exploitation ahld pie.
depletion of the mineral an~ other natural reso~lf~es 257. The encroachments of the apartheid re~ime of
of the Territory and the Illegal use of Namlblan South Africa have not been limited to Namiblan and
territo~as a .springboard for ~ttacks o~ and efforts to South African territory, but have gone beyond these
destablbze I.ndependent neighbOUrIng States of borders. The South African regime has repeatedly
southern Africa must be condemned and stopped. intimidated and waged war against the neighbouring
252. The international community must exert every front-line States so as to destabilize them, disrupt
possible effort to give adequate moral,. financial and their economic and social structure and th4S prevent
ptaterial support to the liberati~n fronf of t~e Namib- ,them from ext~n~ing support to .th~ courageous
lan people to counter South Afflcan aggression and to people of Namibia, the black majority of South
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Africa and their liberation movements. The Pretoria 263. The Security Council has been repeatedly
regime could not have sustained its defiant acts of advised, in the face of South Africa's defiance in
repression and a~ression against the southern Afri- rejecting all United Nations resolutions and deci-
can States had It not been encouraged by the sions, to impose comprehensive mandatory sanctions
collaboration of the transnational corporations pro- against it, as provided for in Chapter VII of the
tected by certain Member countries which, for the Charter of the United Nations. Such sanctions should
sake of selfish gains and short-term interests, have include an arms embargo, an oil embargo, economic
jeopardized the right of the Namibian and South sanctions and other suitable measures as referred to
African people to self-determination and national in General Assembly resolutions ES-812 and 36/
independence, thus endangering the peace and secu- 121 B.
rity of the entire region. 264. We cherish the hope that the chronic lack of
258. We believe that any economic and financial unanimity in the deliberations of the Security Coun-
collaboration with the South African regime will only cil and the consequent absence of decisive action to
increase the aggressive and repressive capacity of the settle the Namibian question will be redressed, and
apartheid regime further to intensify its brutal repres- that all Governments will one day-very soon-
slon of and colonial domination over the oppressed comply with the provisions on the imposition of
Namibian and other southern African people. comprehensive mandatory sanctions in Chapter VII

of the Charter as regards the South African regime.
259. At this point, the delegation of Djibouti would 265. We believe that only through the application
like to pay a tribute to the brave Namibian people, of such sanctions will the South African regime be
who, against the odds, have shown great courage in compelled to comply with the resolutions of the
their heroic liberation struggle, under the leadership United Nations on Namibia.
of SWAPO, their sole and authentic representative.

266. Mr. ICAZA GALLARD (Nicaragua) (interpre-
260. My delegation also expresses its appreciation tation from Spanish): On 28 October 1983 the
to the United Nations Council for Namibia, which, Security Council adopted resolution 539 (1983), by
under the experienced and competent leadership of which, among other things, the Security Council
Mr. Lusaka of Zambia, has fulfilled tht: mandate reiterated that resolution 435 (1978), endorsing the
entrusted to it by the General Assembly and dis- United Nations plan for Namibia, was the only basis
charged its responsibilities with diligence, in defence for a peaceful settlement of the Namibian problem. It
of the rights and interests of the Namibian people, in also affirmed that the electoral system to be used for
accordance with the relevant resolutions of the the elections of the Constituent Assembly should be
United Nations. We are very happy to commend the determined prior to the adoption by the Security
tireless efforts of the Council in mobilizing concerted Council of the enabling resolution for the implemen-
international support and action to promote the tation of the United Nations plan. It called upon
Namibian cause and to bring an end to the illegal South Africa to co-operate with the Secretary-Gener-
occupation of Namibia. We express our confidence al and to communicate to him its choice of electoral
that the persistent endeavours of the Council will system in order to facilitate the immediate and
augment the struggle of the Namibian people for self- unconditional implementation of the United Nations
determination and national independence. In this plan endorsed in resolution 435 (1978). The Council
regard, my delegation is pleased to concur with the expressed its indignation that South Africa's insis-
conclusions of the Council as set out in its report and tence on an irrelevant and extraneous issue of
expresses its full support for its recommendations "linkage" had obstructed the implementation of
[A 139124, part [our, chap l]. resolution 435 (1978), just as it has 'obstructed
261. The international community must exert the implementation of other Security Council and Gen-
utmost effort to reject all measures by the South eral Assembly resolutions on Namibia.
African racist regime and its allies aimed at blocking Mr. Farah Dirir (Djibouti), Vice-President, took the
the ongoing peace efforts in United Nations forums Chair.
and at the regional, sub-regional and interregional 267. In his further report to the Security Counci1l2

levels to achieve independence for Namibia. We in compliance with its resolution 539 (1983), the
believe that any negotiations in the search for a Secretary-General deplored the lack ofprogress in his
political solution in Namibia should strive for a conversations with South Africa, which had given
complete and simultaneous cease-fire, followed by him no positive response on its choice of electoral
the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of system to facilitate the implementation of the United
South Africa's occupying forces from the Territory, Nations plan. There were 14 votes, including that of
so as to enable the people of Namibia to exercise our delegation, in favour of the resolution. The
their inalienable right to self-determination and United States abstained. We ask ourselves whether
independence, in accordance with General Assembly South Africa's attitude to the resolution would have
resolution 1514 (XV). been the same if that permanent member had acted
262. The search for genuine peace requires that differently, voting in favour of the resolution. A

positive vote by the United States would have been
effective leverage be applied, if constructive results possible only if that country were truly a champion of
are to be achieved. In this regard, we firmly believe h . h l' d ~ h . h f
that it is a primary responsibility of the Security lIman rig ts, equa Ity an respect 101' t e rtg t 0
Council-the sole international peace-keeping appa- peoples to independence and self-determination.
ratus of the Organization-to reaffirm the inalien- 268. As on other occasions, the abstention by the
able right of the Namibian people to self-determina- United States was a manifestation of its policy of
tion and national independence, and accordingly to constructive engagement, but "engagement" by
achieve the essential objective of guaranteeing the whom and "constructive" for whom?
long overdue independence of Namibia, in accord- 269. The engagement is certainly not with the
ance with Security Council resolution 435 (1978). suffering people of Namibia or the South African
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people. Rather, it is with the Pretoria Government, The latter, as under nearly all the headings of the
resulting only in the consolidation and institutionali- national budget, receives a disproportionately high
zation of the shameful apartheid system and the allocation.
policy.of aggression practised by South Africa against 276. Apartheid has also had its effect on the educa-
its neighbours. tion programme, in the salaries of teachers, invest-
270. The international community, including even ments per student, the ratio of teachers to students
those countries that support South Africa because and the establishment of separate schools.
they believe that the racist regime protects their 277. The repression of the South African and the
economic, political and strategic interests" is aware Namibian peoples by the racist regime is practised
that the raoist regime will never cease of its own through a system of terror. In both South Africa and
accord its illegal occupation of Namibia. Namibia, detention, arbitrary arrest, torture and
271. Over the past four dec~des, the racist. regime assassination are. part of ~aily life. The statement
has continued to entrench its Illegal occupation..We mad~ by Mr. TOlV~ ya To~vo at one ?f the sol~~n
must emphasize the illegal nature of that occupat.lon, meetmgs of the Umted Nations Cou~cll for N~mlbla
because the use of force does not make illegal actions to commemorate the Week of Sohdanty w!th the
legal. Th~t has bee,? clearly stated in resolutions ~f People of Namibia and. their Liber~tion Moyement,
the SecurIty Co~ncll and General As~embly and m SWAPO, was very movmg. ¥r. TOlVO ya ~o~vo, one
the advisory opmion of the Intel'l!attonal Court of of the brav.est. sons of Afnca and Na~lbla, who
Justice of21 June 1971,8 delivered m response to the recovered hiS hberty after 16 years of unjust deten-
request addressed to it by the Security Council in its tion, said among other things:
resolution 284 (1970) of 29 July 1970. "I am out ofgaol but I am not free. I will feel free
272. The total lack of respect on the part of South only when my .country and my people are truly
Africa for the legal framework of the United Nations free. Th~t day IS not yet here. Inste~d, down the
and its principal organ with regard to international road I still see before. me a long and bitter struggl.e.
law-that is the International Court of Justice-is Nevertheless, I remam confident today as I was m
similar to the attitude adopted by this protecting 1?68 when I said the struggle would be long and
super-Power, which this year has used every type of bitter, but my people would wage that struggle
manoeuvre and subterfuge to evade its responsibili- whatever the cost."13

ties with regard to international law. Another mani- 278. History has shown how true the words of Mr.
festation of the total lack of respect for the advisory Toivo ya Toivo were, because the aspirations to
opinion of the International Court of Justice, as well freedom of the oppressed cannot be denied forever
as for Security Council and General Assembly resolu- by those whose principal-indeed, only-weapons
tions, is the establishment of the so-called Liaison are violence, oppression and force.
Office of the United States in Windhoek. 279. The co-operation of certain Western Powers,
273. The President of the United States, in refer- particularly the United States, with the inhuman
ring to my country almost two years ago, said that regime of apartheid only prolongs and makes more
our neighbours ran the risk of being contaminated by bitter the struggle to which Mr. Toivo ya Toivo
us. Over the 45 years of the dictatorship of Somoza, referred. The apartheid re$ime has felt strengthened
the Government of the United States was not much by the increased economiC, political, military and
concerned by the fact that the neighbours of Nicara- nuclear co-operation of, in particular, the United
gua could have been contaminated by that dictator- States.
ship. Tod~y, i! i~ no.m?re copcerne~ by the fact that 280. My delegation will welcome the day when it
the Pretor~a regime I~ Imposmg .the mhuma~ sy-stem does not have to vote on resolutions in which the
of apart~eldbeyond .It~ boundarIes through Its Illegal name of the United States appears. In the particular
occupatJ.on of Namibia. _ case of Namibia, this would mean that the United
274. This export of apartheid began in i 955, when States, breaking out oi its isolatiOn within the
the South African Government implemented that international community, was offering its support for
policy officially in Namibia, and was entrenched the implementation of Security Council resolution
between 1966 and 1976, when the racist regime 435 (1978). It would also mean the withdrawal of the
extended the apartheid legislation to Namibia: Thus military, economic and political support that today it
the Terrorism Act of 1975 was applied to Namibia, gives to the most shameful system in the world, that
and thus the constitutional conference controlled by of apartheid. Those who would rejoice most at this
the white majority was established. The so-called change of attitude would be the people of Namibia,
Proclamation AG 8, of 24 April 1980, divided the because they would benefit most from the disappear-
country into mutually exclusive racial and tribal ance of one of the main obstacles to the full exercise
groups. As far as housing is concerned, laws have of the right to independence and freedom. However,
been applied which stem from apartheid, as for until that day dawns, we must stand firm and firmly
example the Native Urban Areas Proclamation of maintain our position of assigning the guilt and
1951, which applies in the urban zones. Namibians naming the guilty party. We are convinced that the
in the urban centres of their own country live in areas great majority of the mternational 'community will
separate from the whites and the Coloureds. The act in the same way.
~ealth service i~ organized in ~ different way accord- 281. The Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, of
mg t? wheth~r It concer,ns whlt~s or.blacks; there ~re which Nicaragua has been a member since the .
speCial ~ospltals and dlspens~nes for blacks, which overthrow of the Somoza regime, is happy to count
have to mform the South African Defence Force of SWAPO among its members and as a full member.
all cases of gunshot wounds. The Movement, which is based on the principles of
275. The racist regime also makes- a distinction opposition to racism, colonialism and imperialism,
between expenditure on health depending on whether /glves its full solidarity and support to the Namibian
it is dealing with the black or the white population. people and their sole and legitimate representative,
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SWAPO. In the Final Communique adopted by the United Nations resolutions and measures designed to
Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs and Heads solve the Namibian problem.
~f. Dele~ation of the Non-Aligned Countries to t~e 288. Like many countries here represented, the
~mrty-mnthsessIOn of the General Assembly, held m Philippines has its own history of struggle for inde-
New York from I to 5 Oct~be~ 1984 [see A/39/560, pendence. Our people know by heart how difficult
annex] that supp~rt and solIdarIty was reaffi~m~d..In and painful it is to be subjugated by a foreign Power.
tha~ Commumque ~he Movem~ntexpresse~ ItS mdlg- It is for this reason that we identify very closely with
nat!on at t~e contmued ncn~l~plementatl~nof th,e the aspirations of the people ofNamibia. It is also for
Umted N~tlons pl~n for Nam~bla endorsed m Secufl- this reason that my country, in the person of our
ty Cou~cl1 resolution ~35 (1978). It also condemned venerable former Foreign Minister, General CarIos
an~ rejected the p~r~lsten.t attempts by the p~esent P. R6mulo, fought an uphill battle for the inclusion
Umted States.Admmlstrat!on and by South AfrIca t.o of the words "or independence" in Article 76 b of the
~b~truct the Iml?lementatlOn of th~t plan by their Charter of the United Nations, concerning tht: trus-
!nslstence on a IInkag~ ~nd parallelIsm betwe~n the teeship system.
mdep~ndenc~ of Na!111bla and e~traneousand Irrele- 289 Today my dele1cation wishe~ to reiterate its
vant Issues, In partIcular the WIthdrawal of Cuban '.' . . ," .
forces from Angola The Ministers also called on the unequivocal support or NamIbIa s 1Odepende~ce,
S . C 'I' d I:: 11' and we call upon all States Members of the Umted
ecuflt~ . ~~mcI to !J1eet an to .assum~ lU Y Its Nations to support the immediate and unconditional

~espon~I~I1ItI~Sby takmg urgent action, to Implement implementation of Security Council resolution 435
Its declsl0!1s, If necessary by the adoptIOn of manda- (1978) and other resolutions we have adopted on the
tory sa~ctlons, ~nder Chapter VII of the Charter of subject. My Government firmly opposes the moves
the Umted NatIOns. of the South African authorities to impose puppet
282. It is clear that South Africa has not given any political institutions in the Territory in an obvious
indication of a change in its attitude or policy or, for attempt to settle the problem internally. It is we, the
that matter, with regard to its constant and repeated Members of this Organization, and no one else-
violations of United Nations resolutions and deci- certainly not South Africa-who have the sole and
sions. direct responsibility of solving the problem in a
283. My Government, therefore, unreservedly sup- manner which we perceive to be ~n .the best interest
ports the view that the imposition of comprehensive of the oppressed .people of ~amlbla. . . .
mandatory sanctions under Chapter VII of the 290. My delega~Ion a!s~ reIterates ~t thIS time ItS
Charter is the only way to ensure that South Africa support for the Imposltl0!1 of sanctIons. and other
will respect United Nations resolution's and deci- ~nforcement me.asures agamst South AfrIca. to force
sions, as set out in the draft resolutions submitted by It t~. comply wlt~ all the .re.levant r~solutlons ~nd
the United Nations Council for Namibia. deCISIons ~onc~rnmg Namibia. In th~s connection,

, .. my delegatIon IS fully aware of the dedicated work of
284. F1Oally, we take thiS opportumt~ to ex~ress the United Nations Council for Namibia as the legal
also o~r gratitude .fo.r the work ofth~ Umted NatI<?ns Administering Authority for the Territory. To Mr.
Councl1.for NamIbIa, under the wise an~ effective Paul Lusaka of Zambia, in his capacity as President
le~dershlp of ¥r. Paul Lusa~a ~f Zambia, .and to of the Council, and to the Council members, we
r~Iterate our Will and det~rm1Oatl~n t~ contmue to extend our appreciation and felicitation.
~Ive our support to, any actions WhICh wl1l.f~rther the 291. Next year we shall celebrate the fortieth anni-
Just cause of the 10dependence of NamIbIa. versary of the Organization. What could 'be a more
285. Mr. ARCILLA (Philippines): The question of fitting way to celebrate the occasion than to give
Namibia stands out as the one issue on the agenda substance to our avowed commitment to the princi-
that may well serve as the litmus test for the United pies of self-determination and independence for all
Nations. nations-ves. bv 2ivin2 birth to an indenendent
286. On 27 Octol:'~r 1966, by resolution 2145 Namibia. ~ - ~ - - ...
(XXI), we, the Members of the United Nations, 292. Mr..ORAMAS O~IVA (Cuba) (znterpretatlOn
decided to place under our direct responsibility the from ~paf}lsh): O~~e aga~n we meet to conSIder t~e
Territory of Namibia. A year later, we decided to ~ItuatlOn m NamibIa, WhICh has.become a perenmal
exercise this direct responsibility through the United Item on the agenda of the sessions of the Ge.neral
Nations Council for Namibia, to enable the people of Assem~ly, the O.AU, the M<?vement. of Non-AlIgned
the Territory to enjoy their right to self-determina- CountrIes and, 1Odeed, all mternatIonal forums.
tion and to achieve genuine national independence. 293. The fact that, in the general debate of the
287. That was 18 long years ago. Today, Namibia ~hirty-ninth ~ession, num~rous speakers ~ook up ~his
and its people are still in the cruel and vice-like grip Item bears 'Yltness to the ImP<?rtanc~ the mternatlon-
of the racist Pretoria re~ime. How could we have al commun~t~ attaches to thIS. subject.
assumed such responsibility, and almost by wilful ~94. 1Jnfal1mgly,. at any ~eetlOg where. the matter
default-sometimes through perverse acts-failed to I~ conSIdered, the mt~rnatIonal commum~y ha~ con-
discharge it? I address myself in particular to those sIst~ntly condemned lInkage a~d .has qualIfied !t as a
nations which took part m that fateful decision 18 ~aclst pretext to prevent Namibia from acced10g to
years ago, but whose subsequent actions plainly 1Odependence.
contravened the very essence of that decision, which 295. In a new contribution to peace, Angola trans-
was to enable the Namibian people to exercise their mitted a letter to the Secretary-General from Presi-
inalienable right to self-determination and the dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos [A/39/688], in which
achievement of genuine national independence. he set out in a precise, objective, reasonable and
Through their lack of co-operation in effectively constructive manner a set of proposals to pave the
isolatin~ South Africa, they encourage the racist way for the implementation of Security Council
regime m Pretoria to continue its blatant defiance of resolution 435 (1978), and thereby allow Namibia to
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achieve its independence. Cuba supports these pro~ tioned the name of that country. We believe that it is
posalspresented by Angola. What more can be more than well known that it is the United States
expected of Angola? Angola has suffered a cruel war Government which combines all these characteristics
waged b¥ theUNITAtI bands because of the financial that have such a negative effect on the people of
and loglstical support of, and training by, South Namibia and the African peoples in general.
Africa and s,?me of it~ allies. Racist South. African 300. Mr. AL-BOAININ (Qatar) (interpretation/rom
troops are stdl tramphng underfoot the SOli of the Arabic): In 1966, the General Assembly decided to
southern part of Angola. terminate South Africa's Mandate over what was
296. And how does South Africa respond? With the then known as South-West Africa. Despite this,
defiance, arrogance and contempt so characteristic of South Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia con-
its leaders and its policy. Mr. Botha's letter sets out tinues today, in complete defiance of the will of the
new conditions, which lead us to believe that South international community and in total disregard for
Africa's disdain for the international community is international law and the right of peoples to self-
overriding. It shows that Pretoria has no real desire determination. The many resolutions that have been
to reach an agreement that would ensure the imple- adopted by the General Assembly and the Security
mentation of resolution 435 (1978) and would thus Council since then have all been to no avail. This has
lead to independence for Namibia and peace in the been true despite the economic sanctions imposed by
area. South Africa wants only one form of peace, pax most countries of the world against South Africa, in
!,parthe~d, upder which Namibia would remain under compliance with United Nations resolutions.
!ts .d.ommatlon and Ang~la would no longer be what 301. My country therefore supports the recommen-
It IS. a free and sovereIgn ,State. " dations contained in the report of the United Nations
297. Why.does South Afnc~ behave m thl~ way? Council for Namibia [A/39/24, partfour, chap, 1]. My
Why does It mock and 4ende the clamourmg of delegation will vote in favour of the draft resolution
peoples and ~tates? There IS a clear answer: because proposed by the Council on the situation resulting
It feels that It .has greater support than ~ver before from the illegal occupation of the Territory by South
from .the archItects of the so-called pohcy of c0!1- Africa as well as the draft resolution it proposes on
structlve ~ngageme!1t. Let us look at the d~b~tes m the implementation of Security Council resolution
the Secunty Councd, and we ,shall see that ,It IS they 435 (1978).
who have vetoed draft resolutIons condemnmg South ..,
Africa. It is they who, in the Fourth Committee 3Q2. My delegat~on takes. thIS oPPoI1umty to p'!y,a
during this session, submitted amendments to ensure tnbute to the, Umted ,NatIOns C,?u~cl1 for Naml~la ,
that the names of the country in question and Israel ~md to the ~mted Nations Commls~lOnerfor Namlb-
would not appear in the draft resolutions relating to la for theIr efforts., We pay a, tnbute. also to the
South Africa. It is they who have presented further Department of Pubhc Information .f~r Its efforts to
amendments calling for the deletion of their names s~PP0f!: tb;e st,ruggle or the Namlb}'!n, pe~ple by
from draft resolutions on Namibia that are to be qlssemmatl.ng I~f,?rm~tlon and moblhzl,n~ mtern~-
voted upon by this Assembly. tlOnal p~bhc opmlOn m ~upport of Namibia.. In thIS

. . . connectIOn, my delegatIOn welcomes the Idea of
29~. What kmd of respect IS shown for the Afncan convening, at United Nations Headquarters in 1985,
peoples a~d t~e Heads .of State. and Government of an international conference in which eminent per..
the OrgamzatlOn of Afncan Umty,.who met from 12 sons, scholars, members of support groups and mass
to 1~ Nove~ber 198~ at Addl.s Ababa at the media personnel from all over the world would
twent~eth ordma!)' S~SSIO~ of theIr Assem~ly, ana participate, in order to mobilize and promote more
exam.lI~ed. the ~ltuah0!1 m southern .Afnca, ~n? international support for the just struggle of the
NamIbIa m partIcular, m acc!>rdance ~It~ the?splnt Namibian people under the leadership of SWAPO,
and le!t~~t?f~~ey!a~!.:s~~!t~n~~~Tt?~Sl~~~: t!~::: the sole legitimate representative of the heroic Na-
can we aSK un:: u.u:auucu VI "~I~. 'VL""'-~ ..v ...."'."' ..'" .......... mibian peopie.
the draft resolutIon on NamIbia the name of those
who support the Namibian people's oppressors, who, 303. The Gov~rnmentof Q.atar h~s discharged, in
thanks to this encouragement, have become increas- word as well as 1!1 d~ed, what It c~nslders t'? be a legal
ingly brutal and arrogant? How can they be a.sked to and moral obhgatl~n.,Thus, m 1973. It ena~ted
delete the name of those who collaborate with Israel Decree No. 130, whIch Imposed economl~ sanctIons
so that South Africa is able to develop its military aga~nst Sou!h Africa, i~ compliance with the ~elevant
technology including nuclear technology? How can Umted NatIons resolutions. The Decree prOVIded for
they be asked to delete the name of those who enable an oil em~argo against South Africa. My country als~
the transnational corporations to invest hundreds of enacted m 1973 Decree No. 140, und~r whlc~ It
millions of dollars in South African industries who severed all cultural, trade and economic relations
make it possible for the IMF and the World B~nk to with South Africa.
grant h~ge loan~ !O the racist South Afri~ans? In my 304. The Government of Qatar, in co-operation
delegatIon's oplmon, t~ese draft re~olutlons should with its Arab sister countries, is seeking to consoli-
be~dopted by accla~atlOn. In so dOJ~g, we shall pay date the embargo ~gainst South Africa through the
a t~lbute to t~~ herOIC sons of ~amlbla, to SWAPO, adoption of more effective arrangements designed to
theIr sole legItImate representative! and to the Heads eliminate the loopholes and the attempts to evade the
of State and Government of Afnca. embarg6 resolutions, to which my country is commit-
299. Throughout this statement we have referred to ted in letter and in spirit. The mass media in Qatar .
those who invented the so-called constructive engage- spare no effort in publicizing the violations of human
ment, to those who thought up and have advocated rights in Namibia and in exposing the racist regime's
linkage, to those who veto in the Security Council false propaganda designed to deceive worJd public
draft resolutions against South Africa, despite the opinion. In this regard, my delegation cannot fail to
fact that the racist police assassinated 87 black lexpress its regret at the fact that some States do not
citizens, with impunity. So far, we have not men- seriously implement economic sanctions against
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South Africa, and this supports South Africa in its cates a judicious historical choice, namely, open war
continued illeeal occupation. It encourages South against a situation in which Arab and African men
Africa to persist in its denial of the rights of the and women suffer constantly. The document also
Namibian people and its defiance of United Nations affirms the close link between the challenges facing
resolutions aimed at achieving independence for the Arab and the African peoples, which make it
Namibia. inevitable that they close ranks and strengthen their
305. Regrettably, the racist regime in Pretoria was struggle.
encouraged to persist in blocking the implementation 310. First, in South Africa and Namibia and in
of United Nations resolutions and preventing the occupied Palestine, there are settlements of foreign-
United Nations Council for Namibia from shoulder- ers who have made a doctrine of racial discrimina-
ing its responsibilities in the Territory when one of tion and who deny the indigenous population its
the permanent members of the Security Council used right to self-determination and plunder their natural
its right of veto in August 1981. My delegation calls resources.
!1pon al! Member Sta!es to bow to the will of the 311. Secondly, in South Africa and Namibia, as
!nternatlOnal commu~l1ty and to ~upport, rat.her than well as in occupied Palestine, an expansionist policy
Impede, the effC?I1s aimed at achlevmg the mdepen- has been adopted as an instrument for the implemen-
dence, ~f Namibia, so. th,at the last remnant~ of tation of the hegemonistic plans which have become
colo~l1alIsm may be elImmated from the Afnc,an the official ideology of these racist regimes at the
contment and. future efforts may b~ crowned with expense of the rights of the indigenous peoples and
success, followmg the unfortunate faIlure of the talks on the pretext of security and the suppression of
on Namibia's independence held in Lusaka and terrorism.
Mindelo earlier this year. 312. Thirdly, in South Africa and in occupied
306. Mr. ALAUKLI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) Palestine, there is a trend which runs counter to
(interpretation from Arabic): The Arab Libyan people civilization and history, because these regimes be-
believe that the Namibian question and the question lieve that their only chance of survival lies in the
of the dignity of Africa are indissolubly linked. That application of force. That is the reason for the
is why we have always believed that the Namibian collaboration between them in all areas, the military
problem and the presence of the racist regime in and nuclear fields in particular, with the aim of
South Africa is a priority matter on two levels-the intimidating the peoples of these regions and forcing
international and the African-especially since the them to capitulate.
P!ob.lems of liber~tion, independence and recov~red 313. Fourthly, the Zionist entity and racist regime
dignIty of the Afnca!l and ~rab peoples are cardmal of Pretoria are trying to defy United Nations resolu-
features of our foreign polIcy. tions by imposing partial solutions that ignore inter-
307. On the basis !If this position of principle, the nat~onal legality. T~e solution p.r~posed by South
Libyan Arab Jamahmya feels c,ompelled to share all Afnca to the q,ue~tlOn o( Namibia, very strC?n~y
the commitments of every Afncan country and has resembles the ZIOnIst theSIS concernl~g PalestinIan
always provided encouragement and assistance to autonomy. Indeed, the South Afncan attempts
SWAPO, as well as to the African front-line States. against the .African front-line Sta~es resemble the
We have, moreover, demonstrated publicly that we attempts to Impose the Camp Davld accords on the
consider ourselves to be a front-line State by pro- Arab homeland.
hibiting direct or indirect collaboration of any kind 314. Fifthly, the implementation of the Zionist
with the apartheid regime. project in the Arab homeland and the imPosition of
308. The position of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya the raci~t regime .of Pretoria in the southern ~art of
with regard to the Namibian question is based on our t~e Afncan con~lI~ent r~present a new pa~e I.n the
position with respect to the theocratic regime in history or colOnIalIsm, aimed at pe!pe!uatmg Illegal
occupied Arab Palestine, Indeed, the Namibian and explOltab0!l. Ind~e~, through the ~IO~lS~ threat an.d
~","th Af..i"'!ln npnnlp'! !lnil thp P!llpdini~n nennle are the aggressive polICies of the PretorIa regime, there IS
the"'~i~ti;;;;~f ~tt~k; ~~~ ;~~p~cti~eiy:thcitAfrica~ intensive pillaging of Arab. and African naturai
and Arab identity. Indeed, Arab and African dignity resources and human potentIal.
is the suhject of repeated assaults because of the 315. Sixthly, the generous assistance provided by
existence of racist entities with common ideologies the United States is one of the principal factors
and with complementary rules, accomplices in the making it possible for the two racist regimes to defy
establishment of a single strategy for entrenching the will of the international community. The so-
hegemony by oppressing the Arab and African peo- called constructive engagement between the United
pIes. States and the racist regime of Pretoria is no different
309. The similarity of the threats facing these two from the st~at,egic ~o-operation b~tw~en th~ United
peoples caused them to realize frQm the outset the States Adm~nIstratlon and the ZIOnISt entity.
indivisibility of that infernal trio, that three-faced 316. All thiS reveals ~he true nature of.the challen~e
enemy: racism, zionism and imperialism. The final to the. Arab and Afr.lcan p,eoples, which makes ~t
document adopted by the ·first Arab-African summit, essentl.al that they UnIfy theIr.efforts and clos~ theIr
which was held in the Egyptian capital in March ran~s m orde~ to, struggle agamst. the last bastIOn of
1977, reaffirmed this indivisible link. The document raCism, explOitation and aggression.
contained a group of principles which are the basis of 317. For nearly 40 years now the United Nations
the common struggle against the regimes of racism has been dealing with the Namibian question, and it
and racial discrimination in occupied Palestine and is more than 18 years since the General Assembly
in South Africa, regimes and policies that extend to adopted the resolution ending the South African
Namibia, as well as to Arab and African front-line Mandate over Namibia. It is six years since the
States. This document constitutes the springboard of Security Council adopted resolution 435 (1978), by
the Arab-African common struggle, and also indi- which It approved the United Nations plan for the



1498 General Assembly-Thirty-ninth Session-Plenary Meetings

independen~e of Namibia. In spite of the passage of riya believes that the most important of those factors
time, the large number of resolutions adopted by the are the following.
General Assembly and the Security Council and all 323. First of all, this problem cannot be considered
the efforts ~ade so.far, we hav.e unfo~unately not y,et without taking into account the role of the United
sU~Feeded !n shak18g the racI~t regIme. of Pre~orIa, States, because to do so would mean ignoring the
whIch co~tmues to defy the wIll of the 18ternatlonal problem in its entirety. Indeed, the Reagan Adminis-
commumty. tration has qualified the Pretoria regime as an
318~ My delegation, when it studied the reports "hist.orical ally"..It has also declared th~t, for eco-
presented by the Secretary-General, the United Na- nomIc ~nd strate$lc r~asons, southern AfrIca IS one of
tions Council for Namibia and the Special Commit- the regIOns of v~tal .mterest to the l!mted Stat~s.
tee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa- 324. Secondly, m vIew of the forego18g, the Umted
tion. of the Declaration on the Granting of States Adm.imstrati0J?'s. policy ~f .construc~ive e!1-
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and gagement WIth. PretOrIa IS a sophistIcated alliance m
listened to the statements made by the Secretary- all fields, whIch has helped to strengthen South
General of the South West Africa People's Organi~a- Africa's .gr.ip over Namibia in order to preserv~ the
tion and the spokesmen of the African front-hne economIC mterests of the two allies m that TerrItory.
States was confirmed in its conviction that the 325. Thirdly, the pretext of the presence of Cuban
implementation of Security Council resolution 435 forces in Angola to justify the continued occupation
(1978) has reached a critIcal point. That imposes of Namibia has been concocted by the United States
upon the international community the need to adopt in order to link the Namibian problem with ideologi-
practical measures to compel the racist regime of cal questions and include it in the East-West conflict.
Pretoria to comply with the international will. 326. Fourthly, the United States Administration,
319. The delegation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya certain other Western St~tes and .the Zioni~t entity
believes that any delay in the implementation of ~ave refused to comply WIth. SecurIty CouncIl resolu-
these measures would only speed up the implementa- tlo'! 418 (1977)~ concermng the arms ,em,bargo
tion of the South African plan, which South Africa is agamst South. AfrIca. T~e~e States are, contmumg to
trying to substitute for the United Nations plan for colla.bor~te wI!h PretorIa m th~ techOlcal field, t~us
the independence of Namibia. !11akmg It posslbl~ for South ~fnca to, occupy N~mlb-

la and to destablhze the nelghbourmg countnes.
~20. The racist Pret!Jria regime .has decided. to 327. Fifthly, Security Council resolution 435 (1978)
!mplem~!1t a s.o-c~lle~ mternal solutIon by' estabhsh- endorsed the plan for the independence of Namibia
mg fictltl!Jus mstlt~tlons, such as councIls of ~tate proposed by the States of the so-called Western
an4 multI-party natl<?,!al ~onferences, by apply!n~ a contact group. It was hoped that those same States
pohcy ~f forced mlhtarI~atIon of the .Namlblan would exert pressure on South Africa, but the reality
people a~med ~t strengt~emng the occ~p~tlon ~orces, of the past few years has been quite different. It
by formmg trIbal ~rmles, by e~tabhshmg mlhtary seems that those States are much more concerned
posts a!1~ by refus18g to recogmze SWA~<? as the with having their multinational corporations exploit
sole legltlI~a!e repres.entatlve of ~he Na!1ubIan peo- Namibian resources than with putting an end to
p!e. PretorIa IS follow~ng a rep~esslve pohcy based 0!1 South Africa's occupation of Namibia.
YlOl~tlon of human rIghts. ThIS de1p~nstrates that. It 328. Sixthly, through hypocrisy, pressure and black-
IS stIlI.resolved. to bypass the prov.lslons of .SecurIty mail, South Africa has succeeded in temporarily
Councl~ resolutIon 435 (197.~)' ThIS mak~s It nece~- throwing its opponents off guard, thereby advancing
sary to.Implement the provI.slOns of SecurIty Coun~Il its own racist policies and theses
resolutIon 439 (1978), whIch warned the PretOrIa . .'
regime that if it did not co-operate with the Security 379. That IS how these va~lou.s fa~tors have com-
Council in the implementation of resolutions 385 ~med a~d brought us, to thIS SItuation.. Hence, the
11976) and 435 (1978), the Security Council would mternatlonal commumty must ,redouble I!S eff0f!s .so", ...,...... . • .. ~ .... ..t AI". ,_ -'_1 • 1 _

meet forthwith to initiate appropriate actions under as to put an eno to ;:)OUlD f\.IflCa s oel~ym& pum':lcs
the Charter, including Chapter VII thereof, so as to and manoeuvres, f~r any f~rther delay m thiS 11}a~ter
ensure South Africa's compliance with the two ~ould ho~d th~ Umted NatIons hostage to ~h~ regime
aforementioned resolutions. m PretOrIa which seeks to ups~t the ~~opohtl~al facts

, of the problem through the Imposition of ItS own
321. It is high time the Security Cduncil honoured solutions and through attempts at occupation of
its own decision. Nothing can justify delay in the nei~hbouring African territories by overthrowing
implementation of these resolutions, especially since their regimes and replacing them with puppet gov-
all the parties have recognized that, although ernments.
SWAPP has shown a great s~nse of responsibility, 330. As we have already pointed out, the Libyan
PretorIa has ~hown greater mtranslgence and has Arab Jamahiriya believes that the Namibian problem
~ttempte4 to mtro~uce new eleme~ts that ,were not is of concern to the African continent as a whole.
!ncluded m resol~tlon 435 (~978), m an a'Liempt t!J That is why we have always helped the Namibian
ImP'?se a new fait ac~omp" which wo~ld mak~ It people in their struggle, under the leadership of
~sslble for Sou~h AfrIca t~ I?erpetu.ate ItS domma- SWAPO. We should like to emphasiie the following
tlon and occupatIon of Namlb~a.and Illegally plunder points with regard to our position on the principles
the J?atur~l resou~ces.of Namlbl~, transformmg t~at constituting a basis for ajust solution of the problem.
TerrItory mto a hnk m the securIty belt surroundmg . f I h N 'b' bl·
South Africa so that it can launch attacks against the ~31. FIrst 0 al~, tQ reso ve t e a!111 lan p,ro em It

ti · ti' I' S IS necessary to Implement the United Nations plan
A rIcan ront- me tates. for the independence of Namibia in its entirety.
322. Many factors have encouraged the racist There can be no question of introducing any new
regime of Pretoria to continue to flout the will of the elements that have nothing to do with the'subject.
international community. The Libyan"Arab Jamahi- We must not accept any substitute solutions outside
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the framework of the United Nations which would be hundreds of millions of people in Africa, Asia and
detrimental to the implementation of Security Coun- Latin America. That there are today 159 States
cil resolution 435 (1978). Members of the United Nations as compared to 51 at
332. Secondly, my country considers that SWAPO the tj.me ~f. the signing of th~ Charter in S~n
is the only legitimate representative of the Namibian I7ranclsco ~s I~deed eloqu~nt testlplony to the brd-
people, and it recognizes no other artificial entity bant ~ont~lbutlon the Umt~d Nations has made to
that might take away SWAPO's legitimacy. SWAPO the. hlsto~lcal ~nd progressIve development of t~e
continues to wage its heroic struggle, and the Libyan natl(~nal.llberatlon struggle of peoples under colomal
Arab Jamahiriya has decided to provide it with every dommatlon.
form of assistance-political, military and materl- 339. The otherwise proud record of the United'
ai-so as to increase pressure on Pretoria and bring it Nations in the effort to bring about the emancipation
to comply with the will of the Namibian people for ofcolonial peoples unfortunately remains incomplete
liberation and independence. as a result of the continued existence of colonial
333. Thirdly, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya believes domination and. racial 0l?pression in the southern
that the independenc~ of Namibia is the responsib.m- part o~ the Afncan c<?ntment. As ~ result of the
ty of the United Nations and calls for the convemng mtranslgence that contmues to be dIsplayed by the
of the Security Council and the adoption of effective Pretoria regime, the issue cur~ently being debated by
measures to guarantee the implementation of its the General Assembly under Item 29 of its agenda-
resolution 435 (1978), in conformity with the time- that i~, the quest}9n ~f Namibi~-h~s for a.long time
table which is provided for, thus speeding up Namib- rem~med a famlbar Item of dIscussIon, wIthout any
ia's accession to independence and making it possible tangIble results. Consequently,. the suffering of the
for its people to ~xercise sov~reignty t~roughout the peol?l~s ~f southe~ Afnca contmues, ~m~ ~eace and
whole of the Terntory, includmg Walvls Bay and the stablbty m the regIon as a whole remam m jeopardy.
offshore islands. 340. It is unfortunate that a case as straightforward
334. Fourthly, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya believes as that of Namibia should be deliberately rendered
that South Africa's stubbornness in refusing to complex by the racist regime in Pretoria, for it is
comply with the international will requires us to abundantly clear that no matter what South Africa
adopt comprehensive mandatory sanctions against it does it cannot-I repeat, cannot-for ever frustrate
under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United the determined struggle of the people of Namibia to
Nations, since all attempts so far have not succeeded liberate their Territory from its colonial clutches.
~n compelling South Africa to withdraw from Namib- 341. Namibia does not belong to South Africa. It is
la. a Territory that at one time fell into its hands by an
335. In conclusion, the Jamahiriya would like to accident of history, when, after the First World War,
thank the Secretary-General for his efforts to imple- it was transferred to South Africa's trusteeship as a
ment the United Nations plan for the independence Mandated Territory. What South Africa should have
of Namibia. Likewise, we wish to praise the efforts of done was follow the example ofother colonial Powers
the United Nations Council for Namibia, under the with Mandated Territories and live up to its obliga-
presidency of Mr. Paul Lusaka, who is also President tion to prepare the people of Namibia for control of
of the current session of the General Assembly. their own destiny. However, what the racist regime
Those efforts have made it possible to promote did instead was betray a sacred trust ~iven it by the
international awareness of the true dimensions of the international community by imposmg an illegal
Namibian problem and the true nature of the policy occupation on Namibia, with all its attendant evils of
of the racist regime of Pretoria. racism, repression and the greedy exploitation of the
336. My delegation takes this opportunity to con- resources of the Territory.
gra~ulate the ,Secretal'Y,-G~neral of the South West 342. J:he rac}st Pretoria regime haVing proved
Afnca PeQple s Orgamzatlon, who was recently re- totally ImpervIous to earlier repeated attempts at1 -l _.L"A. __ 1 • .:_ D __.. _-.:_' 1_ '1..1'_ !"'_.... .....A-.A. .__ .
It::illit::U illl.~l· IUllg Y~i;Uli III "'I~"UIUI;) '5"':'1;). n~ "IIU pefSUaolfig it 10 recogfiize iLS feSpuiiSioili"ieS iiOL OiilY
some of his colleagues, who were also Imprisoned, to the people of Namibia but also to the entire
have emerged from this experience strengthened in international community the United Nations had no
th~ir deter!Dination to pu~sue the struggle until the alternative but to adopt in 1966 a decision to revoke
ultImate VICtOry of theIr just cause. the Mandate entrusted to South Africa by the League
337. Mr. TADESSE (Ethiopia): Ever since its in\~ep- of Nations. That decision, it will be recalled, was
tion, the United Nations has been preoccupied by its endorsed in June 1971 by the International Court of
principal task-not only making the world a safer Justice in an advisory opinion.s
pla~e to live ~nt but also shaping the global hu~an 343. Momentous though these decisions are, in
env!ronment ID.such a way as to enabl~ the col~ectlve terms both of content and of the degree of broad
gemus of ~an~IDa better to serve man s yeammg f<!r international support generated, the fact remains that
freedomt justt~e and developme~t. Of c9urse, It the racist Pretoria regime continues characteristically
cannot be. claImed that the Un~ted NatIons has to ignore them with impunity, as it has the many
s!1cce~ded In all. the endeavours It has under:taken other decisions that preceded them. Indeed, Preta-
since. ItS found.atlOn nearly 40 years ago, bu~ I.t c~n ria's reaction was to intensify its repression against
cet1aIDly be saId that one of the areas of.actlVlty ID the Namibian people, while at the same time adopt-
whIch ~t ~as had a notable success IS that of ing other illegal measures designed to bring about the
decolomzatlon. further entrenchment of its illegal occupation of the
338. The various initiatives taken by the United Territory. Indeed, the more the flagrant and contin..
Nations to enable the oppressed and exploited ued violations by the racist regime of the relevant
masses in colonial Territories to exercise their in- decisions of the United Nations went unpunished,
alienable right to self-determination and indepen- the more the Pretoria regime was encouraged in its
dence have led to the emancipation of literally misguided perception of its position and policies
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with respect to the question of the independence of irrelevant and extraneous to the decolonization of
Namibia.. Namibia. The linking of Namibia's independence to
344. . Thanks to the generous support of its friends the withdrawal of Cuban forces from Angola cannot.
and partners in the West, trade and investment were but be seen as yet another transparent attempt by the
not .only unaffected but, in some sectors, even Pretoria regime to find an excuse to torpedo the
registered dramatic increases. In connivance with the application of resolution 435 (1978). In this connec-
racist regime, foreign economic interests continued tion, my delegation would wish to express its satisfac-
to plunder the resources of the Territory in spite of tion that the Security Council, in resolution 539
the international injunction declaring the resources (1983), has rejected the linkage proposal insisted
ofNamibia to be the inviolable heritage of its people. upon by South Africa and its partners as being clearly
In the military and strategic spheres, overt and covert incompatible with the provisions of resolution 435
co-operation with South Africa have continued, to (1978) on the independence of Namibia.
the point where that country can now be counted 349. South Africa's audacity in rejecting co-opera-
among those with advanced military industries. The tion with the United Nations in the implementation
effort to assist South Africa in developing and of resolution 435 (1978) cannot be viewed in isola-
accelerating its nuclear potential cannot but be tion from the so-called policy of constructive engage-
described as one of the tragedies of our time. ment vis-a.-vis the Pretoria regime. If the policy of
345. It was in September 1978 that the Security constructive engagement was meant, as claimed, to
Council adopted its resolution 435 (1978), endorsing enable the United States Government to exert pres-
the independence plan for Namibia. As that resolu- sure on the racist regime in Pretoria and to find an
tion was a product ofbroad and serious consultations alternative to the violence raging in the region by
with all concerned, it was then hoped that the time opening a path to change that builds rather than
had at last come when tht" agony and repression long destroys, then the policy is, 'ndeed, a failure. The
endured by the heroic people of Namibia would end Pretoria regime has certainly lot become any more
and the opportunity to exercise their right to self- amenable to persuasion than it was before. It still
determination and mdependence would be restored. occupies Namibia, and parts of southern Angola are
However, over six years have now elapsed since also under its aggressive sway. Its destabilization
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) was adopted efforts directed against the front-line States continue
and, not surprisingly, the racist regime in Pretoria unabated, aimed at imposing a Pax Pretoriana on the
has proved to be no more willing today than it has entire southern region of Africa.
been in the past to honour its obligations. Resolution 350. One of the destructive effects of the policy of
435 (1978) has thus inevitably joined the ranks of constructive engagement has been the fact that it has
countless other relevant resolutions which remain allowed the racist Pretoria regime to break out of the
dead letters. isolation in which it had found itself as a result of its
346. It has now become evident that those States inhuman policies of apartheid and its consistent and
Members of the Organization which, at the time of impudent defiance of international public opinion.
the adoption of resolution 435 (1978), expressed Now that the policy of constructive engagement has
pessimism and warned that whatever signals South conferred respectability on a regime that deserves
Africa was purported to have given that it would co- only banishment, its leaders are welcomed with
operate within the framework of the resolution were flower bouquets in the various capitals of the West-
a mere trick designed to buy time have been vindica- em world.
ted. Indeed, I submit that the international commu- 351. The question of Namibia is the responsibility
nity has been effectively hoodwinked by a handful of of the United Nations and calls for determined
racists in Pretoria. action by the United Nations. The leadership in
347. All the same, as if all the time wasted so far Pretoria is beholden to the benighted policy of
were not enough, the racist f~gime in Pretoria racigm, colonialism and f;!!p!oitation and, as s!.!ch; it
continues to pay lip service to resolution 435 (1978). would be naive to expect it to respond to mere acts of
Not long ago P. W. Botha declared to the South persuasion. It is time for the Security Council to
African Parliament that "South Africa remains corn- invoke the provisions of Chapter VII of the Charter
mitted to Security Council resolution 435 (1.978) as of the United Nations and to adopt a decision on
an independence plan for Namibia''', but he went on comprehensive and mandatory sanctions against
to add that "the withdrawal of Cuban troops from South Africa. My delegation is convinced that unless
Angola is an absolute prerequisite". the international response is principled, firm and
348. The Pretoria regime has long recognized that unequivocal, the racists in Pretoria will not abandon
the outcome of the implementation of resolution 435 their determination to continue to enslave the people
(1978) would not serve its neo-colonialist interests in of Namibia.
Namibia and has from the outset been making frantic 352. The people of Namibia in 1984 observe their
attempts to wriggle out of the deal by searching for one-hundredth year of struggle against foreign domi-
pretexts. As the Assembly is fully aware of the South nation. A century is a long time for a people to be
African catalogue of subterfuge, distortion and pre- subjugated, exploited and degraded in their own
varication designed to scuttle the application of land. Indeed, that is why the people of Namibia,
resolution 435 (1978), I do not find it necessary to under the leadership of their sole and authentic
burden it with a recapitulation. However, I should representative, SWAPO, had to take up arms to wage
like to emphasize at this juncture that South Africa's a national liberation struggle. Namibians realize
so-called prerequisite for the implementation of from first-hand experience that the enemy is ruthless
resolution 435 (1978)-that is, the withdrawal of and, backed as it is by international imperialism,
Cuban forces from Angola-is not only outrageous merciless in meting out indiscriminate violence with
but an interference in the internal affairs of the sister the more than 100,009 troops it maintains in their
Republic of Angola and far-fetched as well, since it is territory.
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353. That notwithstanding, the people of Namibia SWAPO, whose creation may be explained by t~e
are prepared to conti~ue to. make the sacrifices opposition of South Africa to independence for this
required of them to WIn their freedom, and they country over which, since 1929, it had held the
kn ' that t~e progressive apd peace-lovin~ fo~ces ~f trusteeship Mandate which had been entrusted to the
the internatIonal commumty are on theu side In United Kingdom by the League of Nations. The
fraternal solidarity to assist their struggle for national United Nations terminated that Mandate in 1966 in
liberation. Still, they would much prefer to see the order to lead the Namibian people to State sovereign-
bloodshed and destruction end and the wounds of ty.
bitterness heal as quickly as possible. 362. The establishment on 19 May 1967 of the
354. If victory is not theirs today we have no doubt United Nations Council for Namibia also constitutes
that it will be theirs tomorrow. It is this fact, the an important phase in the history of that struggle,
historic inevitability of the victory of the strug~le of especially since that body, under the terms of Gener-
the Namibian people, that must motivate the mter- al Assembly resolution 2248 (S-V), was given various
national community to muster vyisdom, tact ~n~, decision-making and administrative powers and was
above all, courage to end' forthwith South Africa s instructed to represent Namibian interests in interna-
illegal occupation of Namibia, and with it also end tional organizations and conferences. Lastly, the
the horror and carnage daily being committed by the recognition of SWAPO by the United Nations and
occupation ~or~es now entrenched in !'J'amibia: In the OAU as the sole legitimate representative of the
this regard, It IS our hope that the Umted NatIOns Namibian people confirms the legitimacy of the
will face up to its responsibilities. struggle of the Namibian people for its right to
355. As for Africa, its position has been clearly freedom and independence.
stated in the Declaration on Southern Africa made by 363. Unfortunately, however, the tireless efforts
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of undertaken since then by this Organization, in which
the Organization of African Unity at its twentieth the international community has joined, have still
ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 12 to 15 not brought a solution of the problem. We recall, for
November 1984, which, inter alia, declared as fol- instance, that several proposals have been made for
lows: the attainment of Namibian independence. Among

"Africa will be satisfied with nothing less than these was the initiative of the Western contact
majority rule in an independent and united Na- group-consisting of Canada, the Federal Republic
mibia and majority rule in a united, democratic of Germany, France, the United Kingdom of Great
and non-racial South Africa. The whole experience Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States
of Africa's history, and of world history, confirms of America-which proposed a plan providing for a
that only self-determination fol" the people of peaceful settlement of the Namibian question, under
Namibia and South Africa can create for southern the auspices of the United Nations, in application of
Africa an opportunity for peace and stability or Security Council resolution 435 (1978). Similarly, the
remove the threat to international peace and United Nations Council for Namibia has continued
security which now emanates from this area."14 to devote an important part of its activities to seeking

356. Mr. BOUNDOUKOU-LATHA (Gabon) (in- ways and means to bring about the early implementa-
terpretation from French): For close to a century.now tion of the negotiated settlement plan endorsed in
Namibia has been at the centre of internatIOnal resolution 435 (1978). Finally, the Secretary-General,
relations. The international community follows this in accordance with the mandate entrusted to him by
question with particular attention because it derives the Security Council under resolution 532 (1983),
from a colonial situatioln which the United Nations visited in 1983 all the States of southern Africa to
has opposed since its el~tablishment in 1945. hold consultations with all the parties concerned with
357. For Gabon, whose head of State, Mr. Omar a view to bringing about a cease-fire which would
~.?~g~h_!!.es~~en!&.~~~:!;£u~~~, ~~~tne:;r :R.~~:~ ~e~~ t~ ~t~e ~ppl~c~tio~ of resol~tion.~43~.. (_l.?~~)~ __
allY ,"nun III \dIQIIIl-'IUIIIII/l; ....... ../l;.... 'I' 0.............. j04. unronunalelY, nowever, In splle 01 all tnese
peoples to inde{lendence and peace, the Namibian efforts, t'l> its indignation the international commu-
problem is a subject of ereat concern. It is therefore a nity is faced with the fact that Namibia is still under
source of true satisfaction for my delegation that it the colonial yoke. Our indignation is all the greater
has been placed on the agenda of the present session. because South Africa, on various pret.exts, is deliber-
358. Gabon has at all times supported and will ately circumventing all the international decisions
always support the just cause of the Namibian relating to the independence of Namibia. Instead of
people, who are still under the colonial yoke. Their complyin~ with the decisions of our Organization,
history needs to be recapitulated here. South Africa continues to tighten its grip on Namib-
359. The st~uggle of the. Namibian peop~e f~r ia, whose territory it is occupyine militarily and
independence IS all the more Important for us Slllce It whose abundant natural resources It is plundering.
reflects the determination of every people aspiring to 365. In view of all this, Gabon joins other members
freedom. The leg~timacy of this struggle ~erives f~om of the international community in calling for the
the major legal mstrul;1len~s of the Umted Natl~ns application of the various resolutions on this ques-
relating to self-determInation, and the struggle IS a tion, in particular Security Council resolutions 432
very old one. (1978) and 439 (1978), which provide for the inde-
360. The fact that the resistance of the Namibian pendence of Namibia and for elections under the
people to colonialism ~oes back as far as 1884 is auspices of the United Nations. In this connection, I
evidence of this, as are, In particular, the uprisings in wish to remind representatives of the statement on
1907 which were savagely crushed by German impe- this question made by Mr. Martin Bongo, Minister of
rialism. State and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Gabo-
361. As everyone knows, that resistance took a nese Republic, from this rostrum on 10 October
decisive turn in 1959 with the establishment of 1984:
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"As we have d~~ein ~U~":"~r meetings, we have nation and freedom? When will there .be a social and
cop.~inued to call for strengthening the United international order capable of ensurmg respect for
Nations role a.nd wish tirelesaly to work to achieve the rights of the Namibian people?
respect fo~ the res~lutions a~oPted f(,~r ,the benef1t 372. The words of the Secretary-General to whi~h I
of Namlbla. In th.s connec:t1ont Seclmty Coun~Il will refer are of paramount importance at a time
resolcHon435. (1978), whic~ provides for Namlb- whent once again, the General Assembly is consider-
ian. indepen:denr.;e2n~ elect1O'Hs to be.held ,under ing the item on its agenda concerning the tragedy of
Untted NatK))mi a?~pl(ces, nmst be strt~:tly, !mple- the people of Namibia:
~ented, Sout!; ,i~tl:~c,a 'rr~~st prove to the mtema- "When together we search for ways to achieve
!lonal~~~m~~"Hty~ts,w:t1hngness ~o put an~eD,~, to the ideals and goals of the Charter, let ~s not forget
It~ de5'PlcabJ~: pohcy of apartheid and eAa~hsh the quality of the world we seek to buIld, the final
with. 1tS ne!ghbuurs and the rest of. the world raison d'ctre of all our activities: the human being
relatiOns ~ased 011 !ilU~~al r~sp~c~ n~n-mterference as an individual of whom the Declaration of
and Jilol1-mterllentIO? [29;h meeting, para, 1~8,] Human Rights recognizes the right to a social and

366. Our country rejects and condemns any hnk international order whereby human rights and
between the accession of Namibia to international fundamental freedoms will be fully enjoyed and
sovereignty and ~he departure frol~l Angola .of the respected."
Cuban troops wh,lch are, there by vut~e of btlater~l It seems that those who deny Namibia its indepen-
agreeme~ts c~~dude~ m fUlIo!' sovereignty and m dence have lost from sight the type vf world w~ ~~nt
con.formlty .wlth Artlclt 51 01 the Charter of the to build and the real raison d'etre of all our actiVities,
United NatIons. for how else can one explain the constant disdain
367. Altho~gh it iS,true that c~~~in (oreign Powers shown by some when the question of t~e fre~~om of
are engaged m an kmds of activIties m an effort to the Namibian people is taken up? While waltmg for
control this part of the worldt in which geopol~tical the advent of this social and international ordert the
conditions remain favourablet our country conSiders Namibian people will continue to suffer-and how
that the Namibian problem iSt first and foremost,. a much longer?-the injusticet the harassmentt the
colonial one. Therefore, it can be resolved <Jnly, m tortures they are subjected tOt while their inalienable
acco~dance with the princi.ples.of self-determ1Oatlon rights are fll)uted. Atrocities a,re b~ing c~mmitted
and 10dependence embodied m General Assembly against a people whose only crime IS to wish to be
~esolution 1514 (XV), concern~ng the granting C?f free.
10dependence to ~olomal.countnes and, peoples. It 13 373. South Africa wants to perpetuate a situation of
therefo~e for ~he mtef!latlOnal commuDlty to deyelop domination which the international community re-
further Its actlon~ de~lgned to comp~lSouth Afn~a .to jects. SWAPO, the sole genuine representative of the
put an end to It~ tllegal occupatIOn of.NamibIa, Namibian people, is waging a heroic struggle for the
:vhose people aspIre to freedom, sovereignty and liberation of Namibia and has become the target of
mdepend~::nce. South African military action. Under the pretext of
368. From this standp.oint, my deleg~tion can only pursuing SWAPO, South A(rica has carried out, vast
deplore the scornful attitude of Pretoria towards t.he offensives against Mozambique and Angola, vlolat-
action of the United ~ati~ns and the. OAU With ing the ri~hts of those sovereign States, whi~h only
respect to both apartheid m South Afnca and the wish to live in peace in order to deal With the
independenc~ of the N~mibian people. Sho~l,d we development problems facing all developing coun-
not grasp thIS opportumty to ask the authOrities of tries. The Government of Togo understands the
Pretotia to cons;"'~r the lessons of the past? The reasons which led those two counh~es to conclude the
majority of our ,,':ltrie~ which :vere colo~i,zed do Lusaka and Nkomati agreemen.ts, w~icht while not in
not have the shghtest difficulty m recogmzmg the any way jeopardizing the cont1Ouatlon and the final
need to establish the most diverse relations with our victory of the iiberation struggie of SWAFO, aiso
former administering Powers. Once it is independent maintain peace in the region. There would have been
~md sovereign, N,amibia t~o. will be able t<? consiqer no need for those agreement~ had Security Council
ID the best pOSSible conditions the question of Its resolution 435 (1978) been Implemented.
relations with all its neighbours in the region. 374. The adoption of resolution 435 (1978) raised
3.69. This reflection leads ~e to affjrm, in conclu- the hopes of the international comml.;lmtYt but since
Slont that the sooner.Pretoria, respects the rele~a~t that time those hopes have been wanmg. My delega-
resolutions of the United Nabons both on Namibia tion still wonders whether all the efforts undertaken,
and on South Afric~, th~ bet!er will be the guarantee in particular b.y the Secret.ary-Generalt to whom ~e
of peace and secunty m dus part of the world. wish once agalO to pay tnbute, have been made m
370. Mr. ADJOYI (Togo) (interpretation from vain.
French): For almost 3~ years ~ow the qeneral 375. Resolution 435 (1978) clearly sets out the
Assembly has, thanks to Its resolution 65 (I), 1Oclud- proc(.>C)s W' ";h should lead to an mdependent and
ed the question of Namibia on the agenda of each sovel"".(i;'1 Namibia. But hypocriticallYt by using
and every one of its sessions. delaying tactics ~nd subterfu,ge, Sout~ Africa has
311. For how much lon$er shall we include on our a.lways deferr~d Implementatlo~ of the aforemen-
agenda this item, "Question of Namibia"? For how tl<?~ed r~sol~tlon apd has co~tmued,to undert~ke
long will arrogant Sout~ Africa c?ntinue to flout. the military ~ctlon agalOst, th~ nelgh"'~.~r)n.g countries,
international community, scornlOg the resolutIOns thus defymg the Orga~lzatlon.Vf<" '. stdlt there are
adopted b" the General Assembly and the Sec~rity m~mbers of th~ S~c~f1ty Co~nctl \ ~Ich collaborate
Council calling for a seWement ~f the pamful wlt~ S~uth ~fflca m, Its delaymg tactiCS, t~e .latest of
Namibian problem? For how long wtll the martyred wh,lch is to hnk t~e ~ndepe~denceo.f NamllJ~a to the
people of Namibia continue to suffer arid be denied ~ndateral denunclat!On of IOternatlOnal agreements
the exercise of their inalienable rights to'self-deternti- concluded by sovereign States. As was stated by Mr.
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AGENDA ITEM 139

• Resumed from the 52nd meeting.

Critical econtlDic situation in Africa (concluded)·

381. The PRESIDENT: i\1a¥ I remind representa­
tives that the debate on ,_.a'; Item was con....tuded at
the 52nd plenary meeting, held on Tuesday, 6
November. In this connection, the Assembly has
before it draft resolution A/39/L.22. I now call on the
representative of Cameroon, who wishes to introduce
that draft resolution.

II

Koffi Amega, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Co- 382. Mr. ENGO (Cameroon): It is an honour and a
operation of the Togolese Republic, in the course of privilege for my delegation to introduce this impor-
his address in the general debate: tant draft resolution and its annexed declaration

." ... the position of the Togolese Government r~garding the ~ritical economic s~tuation in Africa.
has always been clear. SWAPO enjoys the unswerv- Smc~ we first mtroduced the subject t? the plenary
ing support of Togo and the implementation of meetmg on behalf of the Group of AfrIcan Stat~s at
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) cannot be the comme~cementof the formal debate on the Issue
linked to the withdrawal of Cuban troops, whose [47th '!1eetmg], !he ( .eneral Assembly ~as heard
presence is legally justified by the existence of an expresslO~sof umv~rsalconcern for th~ phg~t of our
agreement entered into by Angola and Cuba as young .natlons at ~hls dange~ous~nd pamful Junc~ure
sovereign nations." [5th meeting, para. 182.] of thel~ econo~llc and SOCial history. 1he .Afnc.an

376. We welcome the fact that negotiations have delegations denyed a strong sense of sohdanty with
been started concerning the appropriate procedure th~ rest of mankmd from the statements by r~presen-
for the withdrawal of those troops within the frame- tatlves of Member S!ates, large ~nd small, rIch and

f h · I . f . c poor, statements which lend wel~t to our mutual
work.o t e Imp ementahon 0 reSolutIOn ~3~ (1978). aspirations for the forging of an mternational com-
In this ,respect, t~e message from the PreSident of the munity spirit for solving crucial global and regional
Peo~le s Ree~~~7,,~f Ang~la ~ddressed ~ f~w days problems. Support ~ame from all power blocs and all
ago LO t~e ""C~H:;L'lly-Genelal is most edifymg.. . geographical -regions. -
377. It ~s qUite clear to Togo t~at ~he Namlblan 383. Guided by that expression of universal con-
problem IS a pro?lem of decolomzatl~n. . cern, the African Group set to work to put on paper
378. .My deleg~tlon under~tands that m the regIOn its perception of the political framework within
there IS a questl!Jn of secunty for all concemed and which international activities could in future be
that ~hat secunty must be guaranteed. Bu~.that carried out to alleviate the malaise at present destroy-
sec!Jflty cannot be assured by force or ~y mlhtary ing human life and in the long term threatening
actIOn. It can only be assured through the Implemen- disasters even the survival of man The document
tation 9f resolution 435 (~978), II~ading to th~ adve~t produced did not seek to call for humanitarian
of an mdepe~dent Namlbl.a, a country which wdl attitudes on the part of non-African members of the
then be ~ble, m full ~overelgn~y, to conclude agr~e- international community. It avoided diatribe and
ments With the S~ates ID the ~eglon, tln:;s guaranteemg other elements ofconfrontation that might have been
peace and securIty for all m the region. introduced out of disruptive mischief, promp!~d by
379. My delegation cannot conclude without corn- past misgivings. It told the story of the African
mending the work of the United Nations Council for experience underlying the overworked clichees em-
Namibia to accelerate the process towards indepen- ployed by others to show that we ought fundamental-
dence for Namibia and paying a well-deserved trib- Iy, as Africans, to be masters of our own economic
ute to hs President, Mr. Paul Lusaka, for his personal and social destiny. The document pointed out that in
commitment and dedication to the Namibian cause. spite of golden opportunities exploited, the tmth
While understanding the feelings of frustration that remained that the economic performance of many
may overcome him at times, my delegation asks him African countries was characterized by declining per
not to lose faith in the future. Whatever happens, the capita incomes, stagnant or negative rates of growth
struggle of the Namibian people is part of the and declining per capita food production.'
irreversi.ble deyel~pment of the hi~tory of all peoples 384. The document also points out that "According
that. aspIre to hve I~ freedom and md~~endence.The to all projections, prospects for recovery, growth and
fortitude and the Wisdom of the Namlblan people are development remain very dim unless' the efforts
!he surest guarantees of the dawn ofthat freedom and currently under way in African countries are fully
mdependence. supported by the mternational community." [See
380. The victory of the Namibian peopl(~ will be the A/39/L.22, annex, para. 4.] This perspective of the
triumph of the purposes and principles of the Charter situation was generally shared by all who spoke to us
of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration during consultations thereon. We consequently pro-
of Human Rights. It is therefore essent~al that each ceeded to consult all groups, both regional bodies and
Member State ask itself whether the self-determina- those with substantive interests, on aspects of our
tion of the Namibian people must wait indefinitely draft proposals that addressed practical steps for
upon the gO'Jdwill of South Africa, and that each common a$reement towards arresting the course of
State commit itself to shouldering its responsibility events. Afncans consented to abandon certain cher-
to ensure, in accordance with the Charter, the ished ideas, some of which had been meticulously
establishment of a free and independent Namibia. moulded by testing and experience at home, in order

to make sure that a consensus statement of the
determination of Member States would be reflected
in the draft declaration to be adopted. We wish tc'
express appreciation for the frankness of our col­
leagues in the various regional and interest gronps
who made concrete written proposals.
385. The negotiations were prolonged partly be­
cause they were difficult and partly because of the
prevailing desire to produce general agreement and
consequently consensus. We do not wish to go into
the details of the negotiating efforts between our
group and each of the others. Suffice it to say that
what is now before the Assembly today IS far
removed from Africa's original ideas at this sessiQ~,
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and even farther removed from those presented by us happy to subscribe to these su~estions if, indeed,
during the exchanges at the second regular session of that would remove all reservations.
the Economic and Social Council at Geneva. 392. We commend the draft resolution with the
386. It is our view that the text now formally annexed declaration to the General Assembly for
presented for adoption belongs to all the groups, adoption now by consensus &~ld by acclamation.
because it now reflects modifications intended to 393. The PRESIDENT: I now call on the co-ordina-
meet concerns expressed by interests as varied as tor of the informal consultations on this item,
those presented by Western European bodies, nota- Tomohiko Kobayashi of Japan.
bly the European Economic Community and the 394 M KOBAYASHI (J ) I' h
Nordic countries and their supporters, and by the . r. apan: t is my onour
socialist oroup, which also showed sufficient under- and pleasure, as co-ordinator on this subject, to

ca· inform the General Assembly of the amendments to
standing, and by very many others. which, as indicated by Mr. Engo, the parties con-
387. Compromise that leads to consensus is con- cerned have agreed as a result of extensive consulta-
structive. It does not pretend to cover all the tions among themselves. The amendments are in
concerns of everyone; it only represents a basic paragraph 17 of the draft declaration and are as
statement with which all sides can live. On an issue follows: First, following the phrase "extended multi-
as important as this, having regard to the diversity of year rescheduling are among the measures", the
claims to leadership and the irreconcilable economic words "which deserve urgent action" have been
and social systems across the globe, the attainment of replaced by "to be dealt with urgently". Secondly, in
this text demonstrates the scope of the existing the sentence beginning "Furthermore, it is essential
political will over the issue of the African economic to ensure", the word "Furthermore" has been delet-
crisis. The emergency measures being taken, as well ed. All those amendments were agreed upon with the
as those contemplated, further demonstrate the at- understanding that all Member States would' give
tenaing constructive attitude. their full support to the declaration, without reserva-

tion.388. The broad question now is: Where do we go
from here? A declaration is not enough; it merely 395. Allow me to take this opportunity to express
states a political basis for future action. The elabora- my highest appreciation and deepest gratitude to all
tion of this declaration has demonstrated once a~ain those involved in these negotiations for their spirit of
that in addressing the problems faced by the AfrIcan co-operation and determination and for their very
continent we cannot afford to insist that solutions be constructive attitude aimed at findin~ common ele-
based only on the perspectives of the experience of ments to reso~ve the critical situation in Africa.
our friends in the developed world-experience Finally, I wholeheartedly thank the President of the
gained in different worlds, from history written at Assembly and the Secretary-General for their guid-
different periods of scientific and technological de- ance in the achievement of this constructive consen-
velopment. sus.
389. Let historians say of us that this was a 396. The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly will
generation inspired for the common good. President proceed to take a decision on draft resolution
Paul Biya of my nation, Cameroon, recently asked A/39/L.22. May I take it that the Assembly adopts
his own countrymen what future they wanted for the draft resolution?
their children. We too must ask what we desire to Draft resolution A/39/L.22 was adopted (resolution
hand to future generations. The present situation in 39/29).
Africa and in some other parts of the world calls for 397. The PRESIDENT: I now call on the Secretary-
United-Nations-Charter-style co-operation. We must General.
look at the dan~erous provocations to international 398. The SECRETARY-GENERAL (interpretation
peace and se.gu!'!ty, not in temporary and unproduc- I'. I<' h\,..· h d I
tive humanitarian terms. We must all, in our genera- Jrom & renc.•,: _!rcumstan~es _eymL my contro

made it impossible for me to speak at the beginning
lion, ~udeavour to see that we grow in an internation- of the debate on the critical economic situation in
al community that is not infested by hunger, disease Africa. I therefore take great pleasure in addressing
and underdevelopment fostered by a type ofeconom- the Assembly today, when it has adopted the Decla-
ic apartheid. It is conducive to lasting peace that the ration on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa
fruit~ of global development be seeR and felt in the that constitutes the felicitous conclusion of its delib-
poor areas across the globe. Deprived peoples grow in erations on this item.
an atmosphere of hate and revolt. They must be
removed from tha~ plight if pockets of potential 399. This Declaration is a sign of hope for Africa. It
explosions are not to endanger world peace. attests to the will of the international community, in

particular the African countries, to act effectively
390. We consequently call for massive mobilization together in order to solve African problems. It clearly
of efforts, not only to adop<t this declaration by indicates the need not only to meet emergency
consensus, but also to make clear to history our full situations but a.lso to take action in regard to the deep
engagement with its objectives. reasons for those situations.
391. ''''e wish to express sped"",l appreciation to the 400. Indeed, we all know that climatic conditions,
co-ordinator; TO''':';~lOhiko Kobr.a~hi of Japan, for his however unfavourable they may be, do not suffice in
excelient assistance in the pr~/.~f, "r negotiations. He themseliTes to explain the scope and intensity of the
ensured that the parties got te,:i ner ·vhenever they African crisis. We all know ~hat it is not a mere
wanted to, and he remal11~d wi, optimist whose coincidence that the most severely affected countries
political instincts sustained his indefatigability. The are those that have been classified as least developed.
co-ordinator has made certain suggestions which Because of the vulnerability of African economies
could further the cause of wider acceptance and and their structural weaknesses, immediate action
strengthen consensus on this text. .We should be fmust be taken, as the Declaration recommends.
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401. As we are meeting here, millions of Africans, draw attention to the seriousness of the situation in
threatened by malnutrition and famine,are strug= Africa, a concern he demonstrated by his two visits
gling to survive. A large number of those who escape to the continent this year. In addition, i wish to thank
death, in particular young children, will suffer irre- him for the practical action which he has undertaken
versible physical and intellectual harm that will affect so far to alleviate the situation. His efforts paved the
them for the rest of their days, and they will be way for our consideration of the issue in plenary
unable to i; '.le the life they had the right to expect. meetings of the Assembly and for the adoption of this
402. This is a situation which is morally unbearable De~laration, whic~, in my v!e.w, is l?erhaps the most
for the international community and we are all duty- articulate expressIOn of pohtIcal will the Assembly
bound to do our utmost to help our brothers m has made in the course of its current session.
Africa. In this connection I am gratified to note that 409. The African continent is now facing a crisis of
the agencies of the United Nations system involved unprecedented dimensions, whose intensity is be-
in the African crisis have taken diligent and effective coming more visible every day in terms of human
action, in keeping with their means, from its very suffering and as a serious threat to human survival in
beginning. certain countries. We must translate this Declaration
403. Th time is no longer for talk, but action. This into action i~ ord.er to deal more effectively with the
is precisely why in my note dated 1 November emergency situatIon.
regarding the critical economic situation in Africa 410. Let me point out, however, that the African
[A/39/627), I made concrete proposals for action. I crisis is not a sudden crisis. It is deep-rooted. This is
was pleased to note that these proposals were general- why the Declaration should also be translated into
Iy well received. I intend to follow them up. action for dealing with the long-term aspects of the
404. As a concrete Il~easure towards the implemen- situation,. namely, the chr~nic proble~s ~hich have
tation of the Declaration which the General Assem- charactenzed the economic and SOCIal hfe of the
bly has just ad~pted, I have decided to convene a African. continent.. The c~l;\stan~ deterioratio~ of
meeting on Africa on 17 December next. The pur- economiC and social conditions m several Afncan
pose of that meeting will be to draw attention to the countries bodes ill for the future. They paint a picture
particularly worrisome situation in some African of misery and hopelessness. The document which has
countries and to the most urgent action the interna- just been approved repres~nts a golden opportunity
tional community must effectively undertake togeth- for u.s to. take urgen,t aC~lon to prevent a furtht:r
er in order to combat the famine as w~ll as to make deterioration of the Situation and thus create condl-
possible renewed growth and de~el~pment.We shall tions fa~ourable n~t just for gro~th but, more so, for
invite to that meeting representatives of all States economic and SOCial self-suffiCiency.
Members of the United Nations, ~s well as represen- 411. As the African States have emphasized, espe-
tatives of United Nations agencies and non-govern- cially since the adoption in 1980 of the Lagos Plan of
mental organizations. Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia
405. I think that we entirely realize the complexity Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa,
and gravity of the crisis Africa is experiencing. If we the primary responsibility for the development of
do not act quickly together, the situation may Africa rests with the Africans themselves. However,
deteriorate further. The Declaration lays down the the task to be accomplished is so immense that they
guidelines for our action. I therefore urgently appeal need the support of the international. community.
to all Member States to implement it as speedily as The Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation
possible. For its part, the United Nations has already in Africa represents a new and concrete reaffirmation
begun this work. of such support. I hope the international community
406. The PRESIDENT: The adoption of the Decla- will not disappoi~t the millions. of people in Africa,
ration on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa is most of thel;D children, ~hose hv~s c~uld be spared
a historic event. This is the first time in the history of by the full Implementation of thiS Vital document.
•he United Nations that the General Assembly -has 412. I shall now call on those representatives who
endorsed a document prescribing concerted interna- wish to explain their positions on draft resolution
tional action for the economic well-being of the A/39/L.22.
African continent. I am particularly ~ratified,that it 413. Mr. KURODA (Japan): My delegation whole-
has been ,!d~pted by conset:tsus. ThiS t:xplams the heartedly and most warmly welcomes the adoption of
long. negotlatm$ process .w~lch started m the Eco- the Declaration by consensus, which is a result of the
nom~c and Socla~ Councd m Geneva last July and combined efforts of both developed and developing
contmued here I~ New .York over the past two countries to respond effectively to the critical eco-
months. W,e have I~deed, m the ~ords ofth~ Charter nomic situation in Africa. The adoption of the
of ~he Umted Nations, harmoDlzed the, views ~md Declaration by consensus clearly reflects the recogni-
actIOns ~f States, and we ha,:e employed mtern,atlon- tion by Governments and their representatives Iiere
al J'!lachmery for the promotion of the ~con0f!1lc and in New York of the urgent need for concerted action
SOCial advancement of peopl~s-m thiS speCial case vis-a-vis the extremely grave situation.
the advanceme?t of the African peo~les. 414. In his statement in the general debate at this
~07. I wo.uld like. to thank all del~gatlons. r~prese~t- session of the General Assembly, the Foreign Minis-
mg the va,rl~us reglon~l gr~up~, which partIcIpated. m ter of Japan appealed [9th meeting] for an active
the nego~latlons culmmatl~g I~ the a~reement whIch response to the problems of hunger and economic
we have Ju.st approved. I WIS~1 l!l particular, to than~ difficulties affiictin$· Africa. Moreover, he recently
the c<?-Ordmator of the negot13h0!lS, rytr. Kobayash,l, made a trip to Africa and personally observed the
for hiS persev~rance and determm~t1on to see thiS dire situation there. As a result of his first-hand
document to ItS successful conclmHon. observation, the Foreign Minister became deter7
408. I wish also to pay tribute to the Secretary- mined to see that much more is done to meet the
General for the initiative he took earlier this year to needs of the people of Africa. Upon his return to

I
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Japan, he issued an appeal to the international
community. This appeal has been distributed as
document A/391724, the main part of which I shall
quote 'as follows:

"While on this tour, I became acutely aware of
the need to strengthen not only food assistance to
those afflicted African countries,'but also co-opera­
tion with them in such areas as storage and
transportation of, food, wa~er supply and a~ricul­

tural development. From this point of ,~Iew, I
announced in the course of the tour that my
Government intended to extend to Africa in
financial year 1984 supplemental food and agricul­
tural assistance amounting to approximately $50
million, in addition to the food-related assistance
of more than $115 million which my Government
had approved by the end ofOctober this year. Such
assistance is, however, far too insufficient to meet
the needs of the African people suffering from
starvation and malnutrition, estimated at about
150 million.

"I feel keenly that the calamit¥. of drought is a
menace to world peace and stability no less than
armed conflict. I now wish to appeal to the
international community at large to recognize the
necessity and importance not only of emergency
assistance to African countries, but also of POSi­
tively carrying out agricultural and food-related
assistance for them based on medium- and long­
term points of view and supporting their self­
reliant efforts. I also wish to stress the importance,
greater than ever, of the exchange of information
and ideas among donor countries and between
donor and recipient countries for the effective
implementation of such assistance activities."
[A/39/724, annex, paras. 2 and 3.]

415. The Declaration just adopted provides the
international community with a basis for strengthen­
ing and consolidating efforts to help African coun­
tries overcome the present emergency and to estab­
ljsh medium-term and long-term development
programmes. Vigorous action should be taken at all
levels, national, regional and international. In this
regard, all United Nations agencies have a special
role to play. I take this opportunity to express to the
Secretary=Genera! my delegation's appl'{~~iation of
his active efforts to promote an effective internation­
al response to the very grave situation in Africa. My
delegation also expresses deep appreciation to the
Secretariat members concerned for the efficient work
they have carried out so far. I should like to urge,
however, that in implementing the Declaration the
United Nations system strive to provide assistance to
Africa in an even more efficient and co-ordinated
manner. It can best do so by more fully utilizing the
existing consultative mechanism and by setting up
task forces' to supplement the co-ordination work
now under way. '
416. In concluding, I should like to express my
earnest hope that the Declaration will contribute to
reducing the suffering of the peoples of Africa. Japan
stands firmly committed to do its part in joint
international efforts.
417. Mr. McDONAGH (Ireland): It is with great
pleasure that the European Community and its
member States welcome the adoption of this resolu­
tion containing the Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation in Africa. It is a clear refleciion
of the deep concern of the internati9nal community

at the grave crisis confronting Africa. The long
historical ties between Europe and Africa make us all
the more acutely aware of the alarming proportions
the situation has now reached, threatening the lives
of millions of people. When the Secretary-General
warned of the danger of a downward spiral of
economic decline, poverty and hunger, he was not
speaking of a vague or ill-defined threat which might
become real at some future date. In recent weeks we
have seen tragic evidence that disaster has already
befallen many African countries.
418. The crisis in Africa arises from many factors,
and it is essential to come to grips with the underly­
ing causes as well as to take prompt and effective
action to deal with immediate emergencies. The
efforts which are already being undertaken to help
deal with the crisis have to be strengthened. The
African countries recognize that they have piimarj
responsibility for addressing the crisis. Nevertheless,
it is clear that, despite the courageous and often
heroic efforts of the African peoples, the dimensions
of the crisis are beyond their ability to cope with on
their own. The support of the international commu­
nity is indispensable if further tragedy is to be
averted and the African countries are to be able once
again to resume the path of development. The
Declaration we have just adopted expresses the
determination of the mternational community to
enhance its efforts to meet the needs of the African
countries.
419. Africa is a continent of enormous potential
endowed with great human and material resources.
The African Governments and peoples have
achieved considerable pro~ress in meeting the chal­
lenge posed by the dauntmg problems of develop­
ment they have had to face. Nevertheless, great
though the achievement is, it has not been able to
match the even greater and more immense need.
These Governments have said that Africa has to
strengthen its development capacity so that its peo­
ples can enjoy a respectable standard of living and so
that political and social stability can prevail. The
African countries have set themselves this goal as
well as that of establishing in the not-too-distant
future truly dynamic, self-reliant and interdependent
economies capable of functioning as effective part­
ners in the intemationai economic system.
420. The European Community and its member
States wish to encourage our Afncan friends in this
endeavour, and we will do our utmost to help them
realize this objective. Through the Lome Convention
we have entered into a contract of solidarity with the
vast majority of these countries in which our major
aim is to support their efforts to achieve self-reliant
and self-sustained development.
421. We believe that the present Declaration will be
of real value in providing a political impetus towards
realizing the evident commitment of the internation­
al community to work together with the African
countries in a common endeavour to find practical,
realistic and effective solutions which will help them
surmount this crisis and create a solid foundation for
their f1;lture development and well-being.
422. Mr. KHALIL (Egypt) (interpretation from Ara­
bic): The adoption of the resolution containing the
Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in
Africa by consensus indicates the international com­
munity's awareness of the serious economi~ situation

. in Africa and international support for Africa. This
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Declaration has political significance and shows the reasonable to demand that those responsible for the
African countries that they are not alone at this time difficulties now being experienced by Africa should
of distress resulting from the current economic compensate for the damage done to its economic and
situation. social development.
423. We welcome the adoptio.n of the Dt:claration 430. Certain Western circles would like to replace a
by consensus, and at the same tIme would hke to see radical restructuring of international economic rela-
in this consensus a true de~ire to reach ag~eements on tions with partial measures enabling them to retain
the part of all groups, partIcularly the AfrIcan Group, the powerful levers of control over the economies of
which has.made many efforts ~n that direction the developing countries, including those of Africa.
because of Its awareness of the VItal nature of the On the pretext of "enhancing the effectiveness" of
subject. external assistance, and on other pretexts too, at-
424. I need not go into the details of the agreed tempts are being made to interfere in the economic
formula. What is important at this stage is that an policies of African and other developing countries in
agreement has been reached and endorsed by the order to force them to relinquish the goals of their
General Assembly by consensus. We all understand national development plans, imposing on them,
the meaning of words, and we hope that the Declara- against the will of their peoples, an alien order and
tion will produce tangible results and make a positive creating conditions propitious for the injection into
contribution in assisting the African States in this ~heir economies of private foreign capital-first and
tragedy, as mentioned by the Secretary-General a few foremost that of transnational corporations. This
moments ago. would cru~ely trample underfo~t the s<?vereign right
425. Egypt, in its capacity as ChaiflDan of the of the AfrIcan States to determme theIr own future
Group of 77, would like to express on behalf of that themselves.
Group the hope that progress will be achieved in 431. The socialist countries condemn the actions of
other spheres on the basis of good int~ntions and· those who, behind a mask of humanitarianism, are in
political will, in the spirit of a desire for dialogue and fact capitalizing on Africa's difficulties and attempt-
avoidance of confrontation. It was tbis attitude that ing to subordinate the countries of Africa, against the
characterized the atmosphere preceding the adoption will of their peoples, to the "magic of the capitalist
of the Declaration. Such a spirit enhances our belief market-place" and to subordinate their future and
in the importance of international solidarity and co- their social and economic development to the ca-
operation, which are basic in dealing with the prices of private foreign capital. To that end, increas-
problems of the world and provide the only means of ing use is being made of various "assistance" pro-
finding solutions. grammes, which are declared to be regional but
426. Mr. RESHETNYAK (Ukrainian Soviet Social- which are actually earmark~~ o~ly for count~ies
ist Republic) (interpretation from Russian): In con- pr~pare~ ~o. a~re~,to pur.su~ a p~hcy of.enco~ragmg
nection with the adoption or the Declaration on the prlva~~ ID1tlatlve and pr~vate mternatlOnal IOvest-
Critical Economic Situation in Africa, I have been ment.. Such programmes! m essence, are one way. of
asked to make a statement on behalf of the delega- exertl~g pressure on Afncan and other developmg
tions of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the countries to compel.them to tu~ away from the~tate
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Czecho- sector and fro~ theIr plans for mdepende!lt natIonal
slovak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic deyelopment-m ot~er words,. fro.m their plans to
Republic, the Hungarian People's Republic, the brmg about economIc decolomzatlon.
Mongolian People's Republic, the Polish People's 432. The course pursued by imperialist forces to
Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics turn Africa into an arena of global political confron-
allJ the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. tation includes the attempt to declare Africa, or parts
427. The socialist countries on whose behalfI speak of it, to be a "sphere ~f vital interests....That course
share the internadonai community's profound con- tunS counter to th~ mterests oi the mdependent
cern about the critical economic SItuation in Africa. development of Afncan States.
They welc~me the i.nitiatives wit~in the ~ra~e~ork 43~. The socialist countries on whose behalf I speak
of the Umted NatIons, and actIon by mdlvldual beheve that only in circumstances of lasting peace
countries, by internati~nai. intergovernmental and wil! it be p<?ssible to solve the complex problems
non-governmen~alorgamzatlons and by.an those who facmg mankmd. Arms reduction and disarmament
ha.ve b~t:n wo~km~ selflessly to help AfrIca overcome would make it possible to release enOflDOUS sums for
thIS CrItical sItuation. development purposes, for the struggle against hun-
428. The current economic and socilil crisis in ger and malnutrition and for solving other social and
Africa has its roots in the continent's colonial past economic problems of developing countries.
~md r~s~lts from the nt:o-colonialist po~icies of t~e 434. The socialist countries members of the Coun-
ImperIahst Powers, whIch are attemptmg to. shIft cil for Mutual Economic Assistance [CMEA] are
ont~ the shoulders of the.peoples of the countrIes of staunch supporters of the adoption of effective
Afnca and ~ther .d~v~lopmg cou~tr~es the burden of decisions and measures to eHmmate all forms of
the eCOflomlC CriSIS m the capItalIst sector of the exploitation in international economic relations, of
world economy. The unprecedented drought and discrimination, artificial obstacles and inequitable
other natural dlsastt:rs have only furthe.r revealed t~e terms of trade. They also support the establishment
y.reakness or. the Afflc~n economy and ItS vulnerabtl- ~f a just, economi.cally well-foun~ed sy~tem of. pric-
Ity to the free play of market forces. 109 for raw materIals, food and mdustrlal products.
429. The imperialist States bear full responsibility To this end, we favour increased control over the
for the consequences of the past colonial exploitation activities of transnational corporations. We are in
of the human and natural resources of the African favour of the democratization of currency and finan-
~ontinent and of the co~tinuing present ~e~colonial. c~al r~lations and against t~e policy of uncontr~l!ed
1st plunder of that contment. Therefore It IS only too hIgh mterest rates. We are m favour of normahzmg
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conditions for granting and liquidating international 440. The proper solution to the acute social and
credit, so that the present conditions-particularly in economic .problems of the African continent is
the light of the indebtedness of developing coun- indissolubly linked with the restructuring of interna-
tries-should not be used to exert political pressure tional economic relations on a just and equal footing
and to intervene in the internal affairs of States. and the strengthening~ on the basis of a broad, anti-
435. The socialist countries have consistently sup- imperiali~t, anti-raci~t al?-d anti-colonialist platform,
ported the efforts of African and other developing o~ the umty and ,sohdanty ~f the peoples of Africa
countries to do away with their unequal position in WIth the developmg countnes of other continents.
the world capitalist economic system. The communi- 441. Mr. KEYES (United States of America): My
que of the thirty-ninth session of CMEA, held at delegation very much welcomes the consensus adop-
Havana from 29 to 31 October 1984, stressed the tion of this Declaration. We joined in the consensus
view of the heads of Government of States members as a sign of our solidarity with African peoples that
of CMEA that are struggling today for their ver-y survival and to lay

"The States members of CMEA firmly support the foundations for their better future. We consider
the young independent States of Asia, Africa and the Declaration to be one more affirmation of the
~atin America in their struggle against imperial- increasing world focus on the nearly overwhelming
Ism, hegemonism, neo-colonialism, racism in an its dimensions of Africa's immediate crisis. I would like
forms and manifestations, and apartheid, and are to commend the efforts of the Group of African
in favour of strengthening their economic and States to reach a consensus on this item. During the
political independence." negotiations both at the summer session of the

436. The States members of CMEA have been Economic and Social Council and here in the Gener-
providing considerable assistance to African States to al ~ssembly ~hey have sho~n a courageous determi-
build and strengthen the bases of their own national natIon to achIeve co-operatIon among all delegations.
economies. With our help more than 1,700 industrial For this they deserve our praise and appreciation.
facilities have been built in African countries. These 442. This Declaration on Africa's critical economic
include 450 in the energy field, more than 200 in the situation reflects the tremendous efforts to mobilize
food industry, 150 in agriculture, about 40 in the the world community that have recently resulted in a
field of ferrous and non-ferrous metals and more sur~e ~f emergency food shipment~ to that ravaged
t~an 300 in the area of health, housing and educa- regIon ID an outpourmg of compassIon unequalled in
tlon. recent years. But the Declaration goes beyond ex-
437. With the help of specialists from CMEA pressing the concern of the world at the current plight
member countries, there is prospecting in many of Africa's peoples. It points the way towards the
African States for mineral deposits. Hydrotechnology future and towards the efforts needed to ensure that
installations have been established, along with irriga- Africa need never again witness the human agony
tion systems, and high-yield crops have been intro- now being experienced there.
duced into agriculture. Among these States are 443. We applaud the recognition in the Declaration
Congo, Ghana, Guinea, Mozambique, Nigeria, Ethi- that African countries bear the primary responsibility
opia, Mali, Angola, Tanzania, Ivory Coast, Zambia, not only for addressing the present crisis but also for
Mada~ascar, Togo, Somalia, Algeria, Libya, Egypt, undertaking the painful adjustment measures needed
TuniSIa, Morocco and other interested countries. to correct past failures and set-backs. Clearly, the
438. Analysis of the reasons for the hunger and international community is determined to continue
malnutrition shows that food problems involve a i~s support of the reforms needed to improve the
complicated bundle of social and economic factors. sItuatIon.
Accordingly, these should be tackled comprehensive- 444. This Declaration makes a positive contribu-
iy; they should not be resolved merely through tion by recognizinR the urgent need to attain national
technical or other organizational measures. The and collective self-reliance in tood production and,
search for a genuine solution involves a concentra- more important, by listing thle sort of policy decisions
tion of efforts and resources on the part of the necessary for this vital transformation. In the opin-
African countries themselves to take steps to ion of my delegation, first and foremost is the need to
strengthen the State's sovereignty over its natural ~llow !Darket mechanisms to create the appropriate
resources, to initiate national food 'program'mes, to mcentlves for increased food production. This idea is
enhance the role of the State sector and to introduce also reflected in the Declaration.
planned economic methods, in addition to the imple- 445. The efforts of national Governments will not
mentation of other progressive social and economic be enough, however, if Africa is to overcome its
reforms, including democratic agrarian reform in structural imbalances. Urgent action is needed on
accordance with national development plans. many fronts to help ease external pressures on the
439. The delegations of the socialist countries did ~ub-Saharan countries. This is implicitly recognized
not object to the adoption of the Declaration on the m the paragraphs on debt and trade. Nothing in the
Critical Economic SItuation in Africa. We under- Declaration prejudges the outcome of the case-by-
stand the desire of African countries for the Declara- case consultations between creditor and debtor na-
tion to be adopted by consensus, in the hOlle of tions in the Paris Club and elsewhere. My delegation
somehow finding a chance to ease their difficult was therefore pleased to see the recognition these
economic situation. At the same time, however, we sections show for the case-by-case approach adopted
wish to point out that this Declaration is essentially by donor.c~untries to help eval~ate economic-adjust-
technical in nature. It lacks any indication of the ment polICIes of debtor countries and propose possi-
~eat number of true reasons for the critical situation ble debt-relief measures.
iD Africa or of specific ways of overcoming that 446. We are also pleased to see that the D~claration
situation in the interests of the long-;term develop- .embraces the World Bank's special programme for
ment of African countries. / sub-Saharan Africa. My country stands fully pre-
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pared to support these efforts to increase attention to 453. Mr. LEE (Canada): Over a month ago [51st
this region. In this regard, we are not convinced of meeting], during the debate on the critical economic
the need to create a new multilateral facility for situation in Africa, our representative, Mr. Lewis,
African countries, but we encourage other countries expressed the Canadian Government's belief that a
to consider creating their own special facilities at the consensus declaration coming from this body could
national level. similar to our own, known as the go a long way to foster that atmosphere of political
Economic Policy Initiative for Africa. We further will and international co-operation which could
appreciate the fact that the Declaration encourages galvanize the efforts to mobilize human, financial
developing countries to make the improvements and other resources, both nationally and internation-
needed to meet the conditions for full use of the ally, to address the crisis in Africa. We are delighted
compensatory financing facility. that through good will on the part of all concerned
447. In closing, my delegation wishes to stress that such a declaration has now been adopted.
although we all know that a declaration of this sort 454. As the representative of Cameroon has just I
represents no binding commitment to specific ac- mentioned, during the course of our successful
tions at the technical level, it has vital importance as negotiations on this Declaration ail of us accepted
an indication of the firm commitment by the world wording not precisely as we might have chosen
community to deal effectively with Africa's prob- ourselves. Realizing the importance of a strong
lerns. My country has demonstrated its commitment consensus declaration, we have collectively taken the
to doing everything possible to support effective position that the value of a common statement on
efforts by African countries themselves. We have this critical situation far outweighs questions of
already been reacting swiftly to meet their needs. We detail. We pay a tribute to this flexibility and the
will continue to do so. But if this Declaration helps to positive spirit of co-operation that animated those
mobilize international public opinion and political most concerned, including notably the African coun-
will it will have made a critical contribution to tries themselves, in the desire for a consensus.
achieving a better destiny for Africa. 455. May I in this regard join in saluting our
448. Mr. VRAALSEN (Norway): On behalf of the colleague Mr. Kobayashi of Japan, who served as co-
Nordic countries-Denmark~ Finland, Iceland, Swe- ordinator, for his indefatigable efforts.
de~ and. Norway-I would lIke to express our deep 456. Africa will remain a priority for Canadian
satIsfactIon that the General Asse.mbly has been ~ble development co-operation as it has been in the past
~~i:~t~~t J:cl~~~:i~~s~~ ~h~eC~~~it~~rE~~~o~icaS~~~~: 9ur c<?mmitment will not diminish, but rather will b,~

, • Co • 1" . • mtenslfied, to address both f ' short-term humaDl-
t~on m Alflca. The Dec aratIon gIves the polItIcal tarian priorities and the longer-term development
sIgnal fr!Jm t~e General Asse~bly to the wor!d needs of the region. Declarations neither feed the
commumty which we ca!le~ for m our stat~ment In hungry nor alleviate human suffering; they can only
the g~ne.ral debate on thIS Is~ue [47th meetmg]. The act as a catalyst for collective action. It is to that
!1egotlatIons on t~e DeclaratIon have been long, and action that we must now turn
It has been a dIfficult process. We commend the .
flexibility and spirit of compromise shown by all 457. Mr. MALIK (India): I would like to begin on
concerned. this solemn occasion by reading out the statement on
449. The Nordic countries are prepared to do their the critical econom.ic situ~t~on in Afric~ made so~e
share in the international efforts to help the affected days ago by the PrIme Mmlster of.lndIa and C~al~-
countries in Africa to overcome their critical eca- man of the Movement of Non-Ahgned Countnes.
nomic situation. As we stated in the general debate, it "Africa today faces a grave situation caused by a
is now time for action. long spell of drought and famine. Our hearts go out
450. Todav I reiterate the commitment of the !~ sYl1!pathy to th~ p.eople of the affected countries.
Nordic countries to increase their development rh~y have bleen facmg hunger, dIsease and death.
assistance to sub-Saharan Africa. We will provide ChIldren and old people have borne the brunt ~f
emergency assistance to alleviate the suffering in the tragedy. We are. deeply concerne~ at ~hlS
drought-stricken African countries bilaterally as well colossal human suffermg u~precedented m AfrIca.
as through multilateral institutions. We will also Appeals for eme~gen~y asslstanc~ have g~ne out
provide assistance for the longer-term development fro~ the 9rgamza~lOn of t\fflcan l!mty, the
efforts of Africa. We will continue and increase our Umted N~tlons a!1d ItS specu~hze.d agencies, as well
bilateral aid to countries in Africa, and we will as other mternatlonal orgamzatlons and Gove~..
continue our strong support of the important interna- ments. Th~ G<?veI11me~t and people of IndIa
tional development agencies, such as UNDP, express theIr s~bdanty w~th the Governm~nts and
UNICEF, WFP, the African Development Bank and peoples of J~.frIcan countrIes affe~ted by thIS trage-
tL; World Bank. We also intend to support the dy. As ~halrman <?f the Non-AlIg~ed Moveme!1t ,
special programme recently presented by the World we are m to~ch WIth other non-alIgned c0!1ntnes
Bank. We have decided on or are considering special on .the questIon ~f short- and 10l1g-term assl~tan~e
contributions to the World Bank for the benefit of which c~n be gIven to th~. AfrIcan countne~ ID
Africa. ove~co.mmg. the present cnsls. At the ~me tIme,

. India IS ready to share her own experIence and
~~1.. Fu,rtherJ!lore, our delegatI<?ns are prepared to resources to the extent possible in helping our
Jom ,m discussions on m~asures m fields other than African brethren in meeting this stark challenge.
offiCial development assistance. We are willing to send grain, medicines, teams of
452. We appreciate the initiatives taken by the doctors as well as other experts that may be needed
Secretary-Genera~ to alleviate the critical situation in by the most seriously affected countries of Africa.
Africa. We are prepared to co-operate fully with him Our diplomatic miSSIons in Africa have been asked
in his endeavour to co-ordinate international efforts to get .in touch with the Governments of the
for the benefit of Africa. countries concerned and to ascertain their specific-_.- ~~~
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preventing the growing debt burden from cutting
short the world development process. Indeed, by
addressing the particular situation of the country
concerned within the framework of close consulta­
tions,it will be possible to find the optimal solution
to the individual case.
463. I am confident that in this way we shall be
able, together with our African friends, to contribute
towards overcoming the critical economic situation
in Africa.
464. Mr. XIE (China) (interpretation/rom Chinese):
First ofall I wish to thank Mr. Engo, Chairman of the
Group of African States, and Mr. Kobayashi for the
introductory statements they have made.
465. My dele~ation has carefully studied document
Al39/L.22, which contains certain emergency meas­
ures proposed by the African countries to alleviate
the present critical economic situation in Africa. It
also contains some very important measures for the
short- and medium-term development of Africa. We
have participated in the consultations on the draft
and have given it full support from the very begin­
ning. In our view, document Al39/L.22 is a carefully
considered document. It was prepared not only with
a view to solving the serious difficulties faced by
Africa, but it has also taken into account the views of
the parties concerned.
466. In view of the emergency needs of Africa for
its survival and development, it was both timely and
necessary for the General Assembly to adopt such a .
document. Its adoption serves as an expression of the
sympathy and support of the Member States towards
the African countries and peoples, an expression of
their solidarity on such an urgent question. It also
serves as an expression of the joint political will of
the United NatIons on the important question of the
critical economic situation in Africa.
c467. The result of today's meeting is most encour­
aging. We hope that the adoption of the Declaration
will lead to more and more meaningful concrete
action.
468. Lastly, on behalf of my delegation, I wish to
express our appreciation to Mr. Engo and to Mr.
Kobayashi for their efforts in getting the Declaration
adopted.

The meeting rose at 9.50 p.m.

NOTES

IOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session.
Supplement No. 24. vol. I, annex 11.

zSee Official Records ofthe Security Council, Thirty·eighth Year.
Supplement for October. November and December /983. document
5116106.

3See Legal Consequences for States ofthe Continued Presence of
South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding
Security Council Resolution 276 (1970). Advisory Opinion. I.C.J.
Reports. 197/, p. 46. I

4See AJ40/87, annex, resolution AHG/Res.12S (XX).
'International Status of South- West Africa. Advisory Opinion:

l.e.J. Reports /950, p. 143.
6A1AC.llS/L.611.
'See Official Records of the Security Council. Thirty·fifth Year.

Supplement for July, August and September /980. document
5114179.

'Legal Consequences for, States of the Continued Presence of
South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding

requirements.for medical and other technical per­
sonnel to help overcome the present critical.condi-
tions." .

458. We are indeed deeply gratified at the adoption
by consensus of the Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation inAfrica by the General Assem­
bly. It involves a clear recognition by the internation­
al cQmmunity of its commitment to finding urgent
and practical solutions to assist the African States in
their efforts to overcome the emergency situation
facing them.
459. Of equal importance to that of meeting the
emergency needs of the countries concerned is the
need to assist on a simultaneous, integrated and
continuous basis in meeting the medium- and long­
term· requirements of Africa. The areas of priority
attentlion have been reflected in the Declaration,
particularly in paragraphs II through 14. It is
obvious that to give positive action-oriented content
to the programmes of rehabilitation. reconstruction
and further growth-related de"lelopment there has to
be emphasis on the part of the international commu­
nity on an assured basis for resource flows to the
seriously affected States of Africa. This is appropri­
ately stressed in paragraph 16 of the Declaration,
wherein it is stated that "Without an increase in net
capital inflows and urgent debt relief measures,
prospects for recovery and development in Africa
will be undermined."
460. It is indeed gratifying that the international
community has shown such solidarity in co-operating
with Africa in its time of greatest need. Unless urgent
action is taken, however, the rapidly deteriorating
situation in Africa may well lead to disaster. We hope
and trust that the response of the international
community will be adequate to meet this challenge.
461. Mr. LAUTENSCHLAGER (Federal Republic
of Germany): We have sent an important message to
the world public that we consider the special prob­
lems of the African continent as a challenge we are
resolved to take up jointly. The speaker on behalf of
the European Community, the representative of
Ireland, a short while ago expressed the satisfaction
of the member States of the European Community
with the resuit achieved. i, oi course, fully associate
myself with his statement. Like our partners in the
Community we are prepared, within the scope of a
dialogue based on partnership, to contribute to
overcomin~ the critical economIc situation in Africa
by continumg and strengthening our extensive bilat­
eral and multilateral development 'Co-operation and
by more effective co-ordination of our common
efforts.
462. In this context I should like to refer to my
statement in the General Assembly on 6 November
[51st meeting]. It was in that spirit that my delegation
participated in the negotiations on the resolution on
the critical economic situation in Africa just adopted.
My delegation has' endeavoured for many years to
devote particular attention to the specific problems
of the African countries. Africa is one of the priority
areas of my country's economic co-operation. By
choosing a very flex.ible approach alon, the guide­
lines of the Economic Summit Meetmg held in
wndon in June 1984, my Government has taken
account of the worsening debt situatiQn. We feel
committed to this poli<:y in the future also. By
consenting to an increasing number Df rescheduling
arrangements, .my Government has contributed to
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