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13YI'RODUCTION 

In the study of the efforts undertaken and the resulta obtained in the 

Fezzan by the administering i'ower, it should always be borne in mind that the 

territory is a purely Saharan one. The Saharan population is very mixed " 

sthnically, is partly sedentary and partly nomadic, and hao remained at a rather 

low standard of living, since its requirements are limited by the slenderness of 

resources; the Sal.rran econoiy, which is str5ct'Jydependetit upon water, has a low 

production value and its least development requires the appropriation of funds 

which are too often disproportionate with the results that may be expected. 

Whenever agriculture in the Sahara is referred to,the areas in question are 

eardens or minute plots, never fields. Accordingly, the figures in this report 

'should be corisidered from the Saharan point of view, whether the subject is 

agricultural land, production of cereals or social development. Everything is 

on a modest scale, like the country itself, 

The essential basic data relating to the E'ezzan are contained in the 

report to the Coriission of Investigation on the former Italian colonieo, drawn 

up in 1948 (Vol. 11 -- Libya), and trill not be repeated here, 

The object of this report is to: 

1, EIL)pplement the information contained in the investigating 

Commission's report; 

2. describe the measures taken in the Bezzan in pursuance of the 

United Nations resolution of 21 November 1949; 

3. eet forth the plans drawn up by the French administration to 

ensure the rational develoljment 0% the territory. 
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CHMTER I 

POLITIC~~Z DEVELOPmNT 

,! ,“, 

A -0 Establishment of a transitional regime 
In compliance Trith the resolution of the United Nations General 

' Assembly of 21 November 1949, a. transitional regime was In stituted in the Fezzan 

as from the beginning of 1950. Its object is to ensure wider participation by 

the local population in the conduct Of Public affairs, with due consideration 

for the special position of the territoYgr*, The territory is vast and contains 

inhabited areas separated by great stretches of desert. Its inhabitants, who 

are of different races and have different customs, are further diversified by 

their way of life, which may be sedentary, nomadic or semi-nomadic.- It should 1/ 

also be noted that there is no large urban centre in the territory. 

In accordance with the decision of the French 'R'esident.in the Fezzan 
21 of 24 January 1950, the village chiefs and Jemaa - were invited to meet in their 

respective principal towns to appoint three representatives for each of the 1'7 

mudirias and three for the Ghadames region, These delegates, who met' in assembly 

at Sebha on 12 February, proceeded to elect the chief 0% the territory. 

Ahmed Bey Seif el Nasr was elected unanimously by the 58 repre- 

sentatives. The Tuaree; delegates, however, refused to take part.in the election, 

expressing their wish to maintain relations with the Confederation of the 

Adjer Tuaregs, to which they belong, As the result of the discussion, 

Ahmed Bey Seif el Nasr was proclaimed chief of the territory of the Fezzan. 

The second stage was the establishment, by the French Residentr.' 

decision of 12 February, of a transitional regime for.the territory. The main 

points of this regime are as follows: 

1. Under it provisions are enacted concerning the constitution of 
public powers whereby Ahmed Ejey Seif el Nasr, the Chief of the territory, is to 

be assisted in his task of government by three to six Fezzanese Counsellors, 

eight Assistant Counsellors and a Consultative Assembly, composed of elected 
repreSentati?ES of the "Jemaa" and of the nomad,tribes, 

A/ see B: The Population of the Fezzan 

2/ see D: The Organization of the "Jemaa" 

/2* It defines 
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2, It defines the competence of the new Fezzanese public authorities 

in questions of internal policy, organization and administration. 

3. It enumerates the powers retained by the Resident during the 

transition period; these powers relate mainly to foreign relations and the defence 
l/ of the Fezzan.- By a decree of 26 February 1950, Ahmed Bey Seif el Nasr appointed 

the folloving Counsellors and Assistant Counsellors: 

Counsellor for the Interior and for Justice: 

EIaj Hamuda ben Tahar 

.Counsellor for Economic, Agricultural and Financial Affairs: 

Nasr ben Salem 

Counsellor for IIealth and Z'ublic Education: 

El Mahdi ben Ahmed 

Assistant Counsellors: 

Do ben el IIaj Mohammed 

Mohammed Lamir ben Mohammed 

I-Iaj Ali ben Mohammed Bediwi 

Masr ben Tahar b-en Brahim 

Sherif Ali ben Mohammed 

Belgacem Bugila 

Tahar ben Abdullah Jerari 

Sheikh Mabrug; ben Ali - 

The above persons constitute a small administrative council to assist 

Ahned Bay and his Counsellors in all questions concerning the internal life of 

the territory. 

The followingwere set up by decrees of the same date: 

1. A police to be responsible for internal security, headed by a 

Fezzanese, Salah ben Salem ben Abdennebi.' 

&/ The texts of the decisions of the Resident, of the decrees of the Chief of 

the Territory and of the Charter of the Transitional Regime of the I?ezzan are 

reproduced below as annexes. 

/ 2. The posts 
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2, The posts of qsdis for each of the four sub-divisions of the 

territory, The following persons were appointed to these posts: 

In the Shatti: .Mohammed ben Abdullah el Ayat; 

At Murzuq: Ahmed ben Haj Senussi Sofu; 

At Ghadames: El Kahdi ben Haj Mohammed; 

At Sebha-Ubari: (post vacant -- candidate not yet appointed), 

The Consultative Assembly met at Sebha on 14 and 15 March to discuss 

certain internal affairs, At the request of the representatives of Ghadames, 

the representative of the E’ezzan to the Council of Ten was appointed, The choice 

fell upon Ahmed ben Haj Senusfii Sofu, Qadi of Murzuq, 

Gn 24 July, at the recommendation of his council, Ahmed Bey appointed 

the following seven persons to represent the Fezzan on the Eregaratory Committee 

of 21: 

Ali ben Abdennebi el Kaghtuf 

Tahar ben Abdullah el Jerari 

Mohammed Otman ben Ahmed Sid 

Belaaceri ben Lamir Bugila 

Haj Ali ben Mohammed Bediwi 

Ahmed ben Mohammed Tebuli 

El Kahdi ben Haj Mohammed Hiba 

Thus, the political and administrative organ is now composed as follows: 

One Chief of the Territory, assisted by a Council, 

One Consultative Assembly 

and, in each subdivieicn: 

One Qadi 

Some 7nuairs 

Some village chiefs 

some village cIr tribal Jerraa. 

The question of the "Libyanization of the services" does not arise in 

the Fezzan, since, owing to the very Small number of representatives of the 

administering power ,in the territory, .the Fezzanese have always held administrative, 

judicial and other posts. The problem in this exaemely under-developed country 

is, therefore, one of training 0. certain number of persons in the procedure ,of 

modern affairs and to make them aware -of the responsibilities that the political 

/dev.elogment of the 
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deuelopm6nt of the territory trill involve, That is the task with which the 

French administratoxs 52x13 COnCerned both in sebh, where the Council has its 

headquarters, and in the subdivisions, 

B, T1-D POPULATION OF THE l?EZZAN 

The Fezzan is the gathering place of the following three large gr;rups 

of nomads : 

1, $I ..+~..Noxtli and North-West: _ ..“. __-..._-.Y-...l__.Ijl. .Y.L i_ . . . . _L “_, Arabic speaking and Moslem tribes, 

parts of which Izave now set%led. in the Shatti region, 

2, In the West: _._ -__-_----.... Tuaxegs, belonging to the extensive Ajer confederation, 

of Bexber race and langq~s, superficially Moslemized (Oraghen, Imanghassaten, Tin, 

Alkum) . They are not numerous, but have retained their social structure and 

original customs. Some of them have become partly stationary in the western 

part of the Wadi A jal and in the iJadi Atba. 

3 * In the South-East: ._ ~----__--l. the Tebus, who are of Ethiopian race, speak a 

Sudanese dialect and are absolutely Moslemized. They are pxactically the only 

real nomads in the Fezzan, 

The oasis villages of the F&zzan are permanently inhabited by the 

settled population; these people axe Arabic-speaking Moslems, of mixed Arabic, 

Berber and Sudanese race. Their colour varies from pure white to the extreme 

negroid type and they include a wide range of mixed. blood. They are the 

Fezzanese proper. 

(b) $Jo~ads - -.-- 
The nomads who are based in the F’ezzan or who have interests there may be 

divided. into four wide groups, 

1. The nomads of the Gibla --_._ ..7 _._.__- ___- . .---. ’ The Gibla is a region situated between the 

Jebel Nefussa, Gharian and Mesellata on one side and the Shatti on the other side, 

It includes two natural regions, the Hammada in the west and the beginning of the 

great Tripolitanian Oueds in the east, The latter region, which is the CnlY 

fWtile one, is disputed by the various groups of the nomads of the Gibla, among 

whom are thk f’illowing 

/a ’ The nomads based _ ------- 
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a. The nomads based in the Shatti (Megarha, Hothnan, Guayd, Zuayd and _ . 

some Zen-tan). They have palm trees and houses in the Shatti and wander in the 

regions north of the Shatti, where they stop at the line between Shuiref, Gueria, 

Togba and Sinauen . In exceptional cases of extreme drought, they send their 

flocks as far as the Jebel, in the Sirte Valley, or to the Tarat region in Adjer 

territory, Only the Megarhas own cultivated land in the large oueds which run 

down to the Tripolitanian coast, and they remain in the zone south of El-bey 

and Ruaus, 

b, The nomads based in the Jebel and in the north (Zentan, Ulad bu Seif, ~ _.__. ___ -.--.- _. . ._ _. _ 
Meshashia, Orfella). These nomads follow the north-south line, but are checked 

by the nomads of the Shatti. They own some palm trees in that region, and only 

come to it at the time of the date harvest, often in order to pillage, 

2, Nomads of the Sirte ..__ ..I - I ._._ a.ebd.-.- 
In the troubled periods of its history, the Fezzan has been the scene of 

competition between the nomads of the Gibla and those of the Sirte, Now there 
are hardly any more Ulad Sliman,, Gedadfa and others, They hardly ever leave ,the 

Jebel Soda and the Harruj, which is the area of the Riach, Sukna and some Ulad 

Slimn. 

3. --- The Tuaregs 

The Tuareg tribes which wander through the western part of the Fezzan 

belong to the Confederation of the Ajer Tuareg, based on the Tassili range, 

Most of them breed camels and conduct caravans, The following tribes occur in 
the Fezzan: 

a. The Graghen, whose range is the Tassili, the Messac and the Ramila 

of Ubari, In winter, the chief of the tribe settles his camp near the well of 

Tarambie in the Ubari region, The 1,350 Oraghen counted in the territory are 

semi-nomadic. Approximately 300 of them have become completely settled in the 
western A jai, 

b. The Imanghassaten, -.-.-_-,~~ of whom there are 450 in the Fezzan, wander from 
the Tassili to the neighbourhood of Derj, passing by TJbari Edri and following the 

western edge of the Hamada, They own several plots of land at Der j itself, 

/c. The Keltin Alkum, 
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(c) The Keltin Alkum, a marabout tribe, vassals of the Oraghen, are 

based on the hradi Etba and wander from Shat to Gatrum through the Oued Aberju 

and the Hofra. They are semi-nomadic and there are 430 of them in the terri- 

tory. Ajer 
(d) Some widely scattered members of the/Tuareg tribes, such as 

Imoqarassen, Ibottenaten, Kel Izaban, Indenden and Kel Ta&art. 

4. The Tebus 

The 660 Tebus, about 200 of whom have mixed with the Fezzanese, have 

become absolutely stationary in the Gatrum region; they wander in the 

Ben Gnenema and the Tibesti, where they maintain contact with the main tribe 

of the Tebus, whose race, language and customs they share. They are caravan 

conductors, and send most of their products to the markets of Gatrun and 

Murzvq. 

c. SETTBED POPULATION 

The settled population, which is uniformly known as Fezzanese, consti- 

tutes the majority of the population (approximately 32,000). The original 

stock is white Berber, with the addition of an Arab-Berber immigration and 

a strong sprinkling of Ethiopians, so that the population includes a full 

range of colour, 

This settled population is by no means universal in type, since it 

springs from an amalgam of races. Nevertheless, although they have retained 

their original dialect (Tamalaq in the Ajal, Haussa or Kanori at Murzuq, 

Tebu at Gatrun), the Fezzenese speak Arabic and are all Moslems. They classify 

themselves into two categories, according to their actual or supposed origin: 

Ahrar, or free men 

Shuashina, or descendants of slaves 

In actual fact, this settled population may be classified into two 

broad categories according to their standard of living. 

The more or less wealthy middle class which formerly used to derive a 

handsome profit from the caravan trade between the Sudan and the coast and 

at present owns most of the cultivated plots. 

/The workers, 
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The workers, who cultivate the plots, often for the account of the 

middle class; they work under customary contracts which, render their standard 

of living abnormally low. 

The Fezzanese settled population lives in villages built in valleys 

where the water table is near the surface and hence makes agriculture possible, 

Their activities are almost wholly agricultural (palm trees, grains and 

vegetables), trade being relatively unimportant. 

D. STATISTICAL DATA PELATING TO THE POPULATION 

1. Total population: 42,280 inhabitants (in 1947) 

2. Classification of the total population: 

(a) By administrative sub-divisions: 

The Shatti has 16,700 inhabitants, divided by mudiria as follows: 

Stationary mudiria of Brach: 4,990 

Semi-nomad, mudiria of Megarha: 2,100 

Mudiria of Hassauna: 3,010 

Settled mudiria of Bergen: 3,150 

Settled mudiria of Edri: 3,450 

The sub-division of Sedha-Ubari has 13,700 inhabitants, and may be 

classified by mudirias as follows: 

Mudiria of Jeddid: 4,500 

Mudiria of Bend-Baya: 3,080 

Mudiria of Ubari: 4,320 

Nomad mudiria of the Oraghen: 1,350 

Nomad mudiria of the Imanhassaten: 450 

The sub-division of MU~ZU~ has 10,880 inhabitants, classified by mudirias 

as follows: 

Mudiria of Murzuq: 2,590 

Mudiria of Traghen: 2,030 

Mudiria of Un El Arsneb: 1,440 

Mudiria of Zuila: 1,210 
Mudiria of Gatrun: 1,720 ~(with the Tebus) 

Mudiria of the Wadi. Etba: 1,890 (with the Tuaregs) 

(b) In the 



(b) In the natural regions 

The Shatti 
The Buanis 
The District of Sebha. 
The Wadi Ajal 
The Uadi Etba 
The Hofra 
The Shergiy, 
h trun 

(G) Classification.by race 

16,700 inhabitants 
1,300 
3,200 
9,200 
1,890 
4,620 
2,650 
1,720 

The Fezzanese stationary population is of mixed stock, (Arabab'$@@&~nd 

Fezzanese), Although some of the Tebus and TUaregQ have become/settled, they 

are included in the following table under the heading "Tebusn or 'Tuaregs', 

Sub-divisions Bezzanese Tebus Tuaregs Arab-Berbers 

Shatti 8,800 7,900 
Sedha-Ubari 11,yoo 1,800 
la%ml~ 9,790 60 430 
Totals 30,490 660 2,230 7,900 

(d) Classification by language 

All the inhabitants of the Fezzan, including the nomads, speak Arabic, The 

Tebus and the Tuaregs are bil'ngual. They have preserved their original lan- 

guages, Tedda in the case of the Tebus and Tamashaq in the case of the Tuaregs. 

(e) Classification by religion 

All the natives of the Fezzan are Moslems. 

(f) Classification by mode of living 

The population of the Fezzan consists of the settled population, which is 

in the majority, of p~xe nomads, of whom there are very few, and of semi-nomads 

who, although they derive their means of subsistence mainly from livestock, also 

own plots of land or at least palm trees and houses where they live for part of 

the year, The following table gives a classification of these categories in 

sub-divisions: 

Sub-division 

ShattZ 
Sebha-Ubari 

Murzuq 

Totals 

Settled Semi-Nomadic Nomadic 

8,300 7,900 
12,200 1,500 

10,000 430 450 
. 

3 ~,,OOO P, 830 450 
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(g) Classification by social class 

1, Urban; population: There are no urban CentreS. 

2. Rural population: The settled population of tho villages may be 

classified into five groups, according to wealth. 
The first three categories, which constitute the 

class of the Pezzanese 'population, comprise 75 per cent of 

20 per cent of the population are middle-class landowners, 

landowners, 

poor and even indigent 

the total population; 

and 4. per cent rich 

The result of this distribution of wealth is that the trader is often 

the most important person in the locality, although in many oases the traders are 

recent immigrants. After them come the religious dignitaries (Shorfas and 

Marabuts) and the nomads; the remainder, which is the great majority, is mainly 

preoccupied with earning a bare living and was never consulted in any question : t. 

until the establishment of the French administration. 

TRI3ES 

The life of the nomads is regulated by the tribal system. The tribe 

represents the gathering around an originally homogeneous racial core of varied 

vassal elements, who may be called a clientele. At present, all these elements 

in practice live on an equal footing. 

Each nomadic tribe or part of a tribe is headed by a chief, who is 

always a highly respected man, chosen by the members of his tribe, usually from 

the same family, on the grounds of age, experience or holiness. His authority 

is unchallenged, except sometimes by the rival pretender. In return, he treats 

all the members of the tribe with great justice, The internal structure of the 

Tuareg tribe is subject to matriarchal laws. 

The classification of the tribes among themselves is based more on their 

military ardour and their aptitude for the nomadic life than on their degree of 

wealth. Thus, the nomads in the Fezzan may be classified in the following order: 

Firstly, the Tebus, who, having no material needs, are the only real 
nomads. 

Secondly, the Imanghassatn, the Zentan and the Megaraha, who live in 
villages during -part of the year. 

/Finally, 



, Finally, all the half-settled tribes: Guayd, Hothanen, Oraghen. 

Their classification into ruling and vassal classes is given in the 

following tables: 

Wealthy Average Agricultural 
Sub-Divisions Land Owners Land Owners Smallholders Worlcer s Jebbad 
Shatti....... 79 164 607 313 g@ 

t%bhn-'Ubari. 95 629 604 662 4.50 
?XtirXi&.-t , . . . 45 460 11.28 _ 915 -218 

Totals....,.. 219 1,255 1,639 1,890 955 

The Jebbad (called Hebaa in the Chatti) is the drawer of water, He is bound 
to his landowner by a contract of indebtedness; he receives wa&;ss equal to 

One-third of the harvest (one-quarter until 1946). Since he has no possess- 
ions and his wages are barely sufficient for subsistence, he can never 

discharge his debt. The administering Power has taken steps to improve his 

lot and abolish this form of disguised slavery, by forcing the landoqmers to 

give the jebbad one-third of the harvest instead of one-quarter and by 

paying off his debt for him (see Chapter VIII: Social Conditions, and the 

annexed note). 

The agrioultural worker, who possesses only the few tools essential - 
for his work on the plots of land, and works for a lando?mer, for a wage 

sli&tly higher than that of the jebbad. His standard of living is also 

extremely low. 

The sm?ll-holder, who possesses only one plot;which he cultivates 

himself and which enables him to live very poorly with his family. 

The average landowner is not much more prosperous than the small- 

holder. Nevertl~eless, he does not work and lives on the proceeds of the work 

of one jebbad or agricultural worker with whom he is associated and whom he 

provides with seeds and working tools. 
The wealthy landowners represent the only prosperous class in the 

G.ountry l They live on the produce of several plots of land, which are 

worked by jebbad and agricultural workers. In some cases, there is an 

additional income from other activities (traders and officials). 
Ho thmm -;Zuafd ;Guayd Zentan 

Ulad 
Classes MeEarha Hssna &3~geif 
Rulers 910 685 327 70 150 107 150 

Vassals 1,690 1,665 923 380 550 293 
Totals 2,600 2,350 1,250 450 Too 4-00 150 

-_c 0 
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Tuareg tribes: ----..-- 

Rulers 

Clients 

Totals 

Tebus : _-.--. 450. 

The Qltin Alkum are vassals of the Oragh@n: 

Oraghen Imanghassaten Keltin Alkum 
250 240 Me- 

000 210 -&3-g 

1,050 450 430 

g, EMIGRATION 

The Bezzaneae emigrate mainly to Tripolitania (approximately one-half), 

and then to Tunisia and Cyrenaica, in that order. These are the three principal 

poles of attraction. The largest numbers of emigrants come from'the Shatti 

(three-quarters), although this region has the best water supply. 

The following table gives the number of emigrants Fer administrative 

sub-division: . Miscellaneous 
Sub-Divisions To Tripolitania To Cyrenaica To Tunisia Egyptian Sudan 

Shatti 646 164 277 a4 

Sebha 54 52 69 6 

Iviu%ZLlQ 42 63 - 64 24 

Totals 742 279 410 44 
In most cases, adult men leave the country alone, leaving their 

families behind. Such emigration is, therefore, temporary (two or three years) 

and even seasonal, as in the mudirias of Traghen, Oumt4.i. Araneb and Zuila. 

These expatriate?Bezzanese work as gardeners or labourers and return to their 

country when they have been able-to buy a few chattels and accumulate some small 

savings. 

C. TRE IPTEGRATION OIi' THE FEZZARESX IN THE ADMINISTRJTION O'F TBE TERRITORY -.__. - -__'m p.-- ._,- -- 4-.- -A-----4-, l_l--.-._--. -,--.-- 

The position under the Italian administration 

BOY administrative purposes the Italians applied to the Fezzan the 

same rules as those applied in Tripolitania and Cyrenaica: they divided the 

country into a certain number of small districts, each headed by an appointed 

official, the mudir. The latter was assisted by a kateb (secretary). His 

competence was limited and he had to refer constantly to the Ita.lian authorities. 

In fact, his function consisted chiefly in being responsible for the collection. 

of taxes. 

/ Each 



Each administrative district was also a judicial district, with a 

r@U, who was assisted by an assessor and a clerk. 

For the purposes of health and hygiene, a certain number of Fezzanese 

hospital orderlies were trained to staff the village dispensaries. 

French Administration 

A. 1943 -1949 

The measures taken ever since the French occupation began have been 

motivated by the wish to develop an autonomous administration in the Fezzan and 

to appoint Fezzanese to.the largest possible number of posts. 

I. Administration 

From 1943 to 1949, the French administrative organization in the 

Fezzan included the following: 

1. A military governor, responsible for drawing up the budget of the 

territory, preparing a programme of Fublic WOF~F, directing the economy and 

maintaini.ng order. ge was helped by an assistant. 

2. 'J?hree officers, each commanding one of the three sub-divisions of 

Shatti, Sebha-Ubari and MurzuQ, with three officer-interpreters. 

The expenses of this staff were borne entirely by the French budget. 

The follo'wing administrative measure@ were taken: 

(a) The post of mutasa,rriF (equivalent to that of a local governor), 

which had existed since the Turkish occupation and had been abolished by the 

Italians was re-established. Nevertheless, whereas the Ottoman administrative 

organization had made this official responsible mainly for the collection of 

taxes J the competence.of the new mutasarrif was extended considerably.:hei::% 

served as an arbitrator in tribal disputes, gave instructions to the mudirs, 

was competent in all Moslem cultural questions and advised the l?'rench authorities 

in administering the Territory. 

(b) The mudirs, were retained, but their powers were extended. The 

mudir is the chief official. in his mudiria. He is, in fact, the direct 

administrator of the territory. He is comFstent to settle all local disputes, 

but is obliged to refer to the q;adi in case& involving NX3lem Yersonal status 

and to the French authorities in criminal caees. 

/The i.7 mudirs 
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The 17 mudips*. of the Territory are locally recruited Moslem officials, 

T&y draw their, salary from the local budget’ This salary amounts to 156,000 

francs a year. Each of them is assisted by a kateb (secretary), who receives 

61,800 francs a year, and by a shaush (policeman) who receives 43,200 francs, 

~11 these officials ari? entitled to family albWaIXes Of 2,400 francs per child 

annually. 
(o) Each village or part of a tribe is headed by a sheikh, elected by 

the population, The sheikhs assist the mudirs in all qUeS"ciOnS which concern 

their village or the special interests of their electors. Although the sheikhs 

are not officials properly so-called, they receive an annual allowance of 3,000 

francs from the ordinary budget. 

(d) An attempt was made in 1945 to set up an intermediate administrative 

post between the mudirs and the French administration, A qadi was appointed at 

Sebha-Ubari to supervise and co-ordinate the activitiss of all the mudirs of 

one district, This experiment was successful and the institution was extended to 

the remainder of the ‘.t;erritgWy. 

II, ADMINIS’IRATLON OF JUSTICE 

Justice is administered by the qadis, who are competent in all questions 

of personal status and Mohammedan law, 

The territory is divided into three MahalrrrJ3. districts, corresponding to 

each of the administrahive districts, 

The Moslem judicial staff includes the following: 

3 qadis with an annual salary of 156,000 3 qadis with an annual salary of 156,000 

6 assessors 6 assessors II II 61,800 61,800 
3 aouns 3 aouns I1 I1 43,200 43,200 
To these salaries should be added the above-mentioned family allowancee To these salaries should be added the above-mentioned family allowancee 

and the allowances for responsibility for the mahakna treasuries. and the allowances for responsibility for the mahakna treasuries. 

I I III. III. EDUCATION EDUCATION 
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III. EDUCATION 

This question is dealt with at length in Chapter VI, 

\ritll regard to local Staff, Moslem monitors who can teach In Arabic and 

in French have been ~8ClX.lited. Their number varies from one year to another, and 

is 6 at present. Each monitor receives an annual salary of 64,800 francs, with 

family allowances. 

Iv. HYGilENE AND HEALTH 

For the 5Wposes of medical assistance, Fezzanese have been recruited 

to help French medical officers and to staff village infirmaries. 

This staff now consists of the following: 

3 first-class hospital orderlies with a salary of 84,000 francs 

10 second class ' II 11 11 

9 third-class ' II II ,I 

plus a possible bonus for technical achievement and 

Clzapter VII). 

V. MISCELLANEOUS 

11 I1 78,000 I’ 
II ‘1 72,000 1’ 

family allowances (see also 

The administration has made a point of appointing Fezzanese to the 

greatest possible number of posts on the ordinary budget, 

The past office at Sebha has one employee with an annual salary of 

40,600 francs. A postran in each of the three sub-divisions distributes the 

mail and receives an annual salary of 43,200 francs, 

The experimental plots of the territory are maintained by 9 local 

gardeners, who receive 50,400 francs each, 

The administrative buildings are maintained by employees who receive 

54,000 francs per year and are guarded by shaushes who receive 97,200 francs. 

Nine Fezzanese, who are paid 60,000 francs per year, are employed in the 

garage and in the car park, 

A11 these employees are entitled to family allowances. 

IBe SINCE 1 JANUARY 1950 
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B, SINCE 1 JANUARY 1950 
After the a&option of the United Nations l?SSOlUtiOn, changes WSm? intro- 

auced in ths organization of the territory, .The first stages were explained in 

part A of this report. 
The annual salaries for the new posts We given below: 

1 chief of the territory 1,200,OOO francs 

3 counsellors 480, ooo " 

(plus an allowance of 

120,000 francs for each) 

1 8 assistant counsellors 240,ooo " each 

8 secretaries 120,000 (1 

4 qadis 360,000 " 

The principle of pying an allowance to each member of the Consultative 

Assembly has been agreed to. 

D, THE ORGANIZATION OF Ir;HF: JEl4A.A 

The "jemaa" is a political institution which has existed throughbut the 

Berber territory since time immemorial. This old traditional body is constituted 

by a meeting of all the heads of families and represents a real assembly of the 

people. The jemaa has supreme power, which it-does not delegate. It is not 

only a legislative body, but also; an executive and sometimes a judicial organ. 

It is based upon the princi-ple that the people should make and carry out 

decisions themselves. 

The Italian administrative regime abolished the jemaa and. substituted 

for them a system of "muairs", officials who were appointed. by the administration 

and whose authority extended over a group of villages balonging to the same 

natural region or over a nomad tribe or part of a tribe; 

Although the French administrators retained. the organization which they 

Found upon' their arrival, they took care to restore to the jemaa the important 

function which they should never have lost. Their actions were motivated by 
a twofold consideration, namely, to set up a relatively simple basic political 

body which would be well suited to the life of the country ana which might 

constitute the vanguard of the democratic organization of the territory, and., 

secondly, $0 make the jemaa responsible for super,vising the 'activities of the 

rnudi.tig3 , 
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At an early stage it was decided that In every settled village 

or part of a nomad tribe all the heads of families should meet together 

in local assembly and elect a chief, This chief would assist the mudir 

in his activities, advise him and defend -the interests of his electors. 

The chief thus became a real municipal delegate. He received no payment 

from the community, but the admtiistrat ion acknowledged the 1mportancs 

of his services by paying him a small annual allowance, although care was 

taken not to give him the status of an official. 

After this initial reform had proved to be successful, the 

custom arose, when the post of a mudlr became vacant, of request.ing the 

jemaa of the particular mudiria to choose the new mudir themselves, while 

the authorities confined themselves to investing them with administrative 

powers. 

The j&n~%, thus reconstituted, found their real political 

vocation at the time cf the arrival of the Four-Power C&mission of 

Investigation in 1948. The Commission had asked ,that each village or 

nomad tribe should appoint representatives whom it could hear, The people 

chose to be represented by the jemaa. It may be said that, the whole male 

pop&at ion of the territory -- landowners, traders, agricultural workers 

and even the jebbad, for the first time in the history of the Fezzan -- 

were called upon ‘to give their views on problems concerning the community 

as a whole and exceeding the simple framework of the village or tribe. 

This democratic axperiment was completed at the time of the 

establishment of the Consultative Assembly of the Fezzan ti January 1950. 

The .jemaa of each village or part of a tribe was called upon to elect six 

representatives . The persons thus chostn met at the headquarters of each 

mudiria to appoint three delegates to the Assembly. 

When the population had thus proved its attachment to this 

traditional institution, the Consultative Assembly decided on 15 March to 

codify the axistenoe of the jemaa. Henceforward, they will consist of 4 

to 6 members,, according to the sia.e of the community which they represent, 
The representatives will be elected by an electoral college COmpris@3 all 

the heads of families. Thy will elect a chairman who wiI1 automatically 

assume the functions of chief of the village or part of a tribe, The 

/newly-defined 
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net~ly-aefinea functions of the jemaa, a.re to protect the interests of the 

popuktion, to assist the chief of the villa.ge in his work, especia.lly, in the 

agportionment of taxes, a.nd to take part in a.ppoin.ting the mudir? 'trhom it is to 

a,ssist, in an advisa.ry capa.city, in a,dministering the community. 
This resolution, which w3.s approved by Ahmed Bey Se-if EL Nasr, has come 

into opera.tion. 

The new jemaa., which is rea.lly representa,tive of the pogla.tion's T,ishes, 

is a. system the basis of T,&ich is no less essentia.lly democra.tic because St is 

tra,&itional. it should make it possible for the territory tti develop along the 

lines des-ired by the United I\Ja.tEons. Under the existing conditions, an accurate 

idea. of the wishes cf the population can only be cbta.insd through the agen.cy of the 

Fezzanese jemaa. The persons T,hom they have appointed to carry out functions on 

a. higher level ~3' the pc,litica.l hierarchy are as representa:tive as possible of the 

opinion off the majority of the inhabitants of the territory. Every effort should 

be maat! to kinrove and develop the jema.a., the importance ;?f which In. the future 

life i,f the country cannot be overestima.ted. 
g-j+yy'~; I (?.lW7GES) 

!i?EFKLTGEY OF TEZ l?BZZf’,M 

Lecf.sion 1\To. 1 --A- 

Tn cocfomity :?ith the principles a.do?ted by the Assembly of the United 
Nations resT?ecting the future status -!f the territories wh:_ch c;onstitute LTbya. and 

the circumstances in lrhich the inclei~endence of that country is to bc. achieved, 

L~CS~.YLLI~ 1;f enablin;: the ?opula.tLon of the Fezzan to play a. sign,if5_ca,nt 

part in publli; affajrs, 

The Rcsldent of France in the Fezzan decides as follows: 

The Chiefs of. the sub-divisions shall convene the chiefs and jemaa.s of 

the villages of each mudiria. a.t the chief vil!.age of the mudiria as soon a.8 

possible, 

This mudirie. assembly shall 8pp:Jint three representa,tives to proceed to 

Sebha on 12 Februery to elect a Chief of the 'I'erritory of the Fezzan.. 

port-Lsclerc , 24 Jcnuery 1950. 

The Xesldent of France in the Fezzan 

/!TXE?i'ilORY OF THE FEZZAN 
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mRRITORY OF THl3 FBZZAN 

1 Adclerdum to Decision No. 1 -- -.".- 

In view of the orgs,niza.t'lon of the Ghsdsmes R&on., which aiffers 

substan.tia.lly from the a,dministra.tive or@niza.'tion. of the Fezzsa., in thB.t it hs.s 

four mudiria. for a. popula,tion. of ba.rely 5,000 persons, 

In order to achieve the' equitable representation of the popula.tion in 

the election of-the Chief of the Territory, 

The Resident of France in the Fezzan decides 3s follows: 

The villa,ge chiefs a.nd jema.a.s of the Gha.dames,R,gion. shall qpoint 

three representatives for the election of the Chief of the Territor?T, Tkich will 

take place a.t Sebha. on 12 February 1950, 

The Chief of the Region may allow the Tua.reg minorities to be 

represented by a. delegate. 

Fort-Leclerc, 25 January 1950. 
I The Resident of France in. the Fezzan 

'IrE?IRITORy OF TJ3li: E3ZZAN 

Decision. No. 2 

Considering Decision No. 1 to convene a, small Assembly a.% Sebha. on. 

12 February 1950 to elect the chief of the Territory Of the FeZZEn, 

Consi&ring the pro&s-verba& drawn. up after the meeting on 12 February 

1950 a.t 11 a..m. , s,t which the Assembly elected Ahmed Bey Seif el Na.sr by 8. 

unanimous Trote of the 58 members present, the Tuaregs having decided n.ot to 

a.ttend the meeting, 
The Resident, tiepresenting the French Government in the FeZZan., hereby 

procla,ims His Excellency ABM!%tj Bey SEIP EL NASR Chief of the Terd-tory 09 the 

Fb&lLeclerc, 12 Februa.ry 1950. 

Fezza.n.. 
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TERRITORY~OF THE F%ZZK!J 

Decision No. 3 

The Resident, representing the X?rench Government in the Fezzan, 

Considering decision No, 2 of 12 February 1950, 
. Decides as follows: 

The provfsions of the transitional regime for the Irztzen, a CdpY Of which 

is attached to this Decision, shall enter into force’on i-3 February 1950. 

Fort-Leclerc, 12 February lg.50 
(signed) Lieutenant-Colonel SARAZAC 

Resident 

TRANSITIONAL REGIME FOR THE FEZ!UN 

In conformity with the principles adOpt8d by the Assembly of the United 

Nations respecting the future status of the territories which constitute Libya 

and the circumstances in which the independence of this country is to be achieved, 

Desirous of enabling the population of the Fezzan to play a significant 

part in public affairs, 

The kvernment of the French Republic, as the occupying Power in the Fezzan, 

has decided to establish governmental institutions likely to lead to the 

self-government of the territory, 

For this purpose, it has entrusted thb task of government to the Chief 

of the Territory of the Fezzan, AHMED Bey SEIF EL NASR. 

Ahmed Bey shall be assisted in his work by six local counsellors, who shall 

be competent in matters relating to justice, finance, economic and agrfcultfiral 

affairs, the interior, public health and public education, and by a Consultative 

Assembly composed of the elected: representatives of the jemaas and. councils 

of nomad tribes. 

Pend%ng the.final settlement of the status of the territories which 

COnstitUte Libya, the Government of the French RepuQlic shall be responsible 

for all QueStfOnti concerning external relations and the defence of the territory 

and the possible ~88 of a police force for the maintenance of peace and publi*c 
security, 

/ The transitional 



The transitional regime has been eNtablishea on the following basis: 

I. CONSTITUTICN OF THE PJBLIC AUTHORI'~JJ$S 

The Representative of the French Government in the Fezzan, who bears the 

title of Resident, shall proclaim ABMED Bey SEIF EL NASR, Chief of the Territory 

of the Fezzan. The said Chief will be assisted in his government functions by: 

1. Six local counsellors, appointed by him, for justice, financg, 

economic and agricultural affairs, the interior, public health and public 

education. 

2. A Consultative Assembly composed of elected representatives of the 

jemaacj and the councils of nomad tribM. The Assembly will be convened by 

the -Chief of the Territory of the Fezzan.and the Resident as soon as possible, 

II. POWERS OF THE GOVERNMF%T 

During the transitional period, the Government of the Pezzan shall be 

competent to deal with the following matters affecting internal polfcy, 

organization and administration: 

(a) judicial dganization 
(b) the organization of the police and of internal security 

(c) the appointment of officials 

(a) the appointment of a consultative assembly 

(e) the organization of the jemaas and the councils of nomad tribes 

(f) public education 
(g) public works and means of communication 

(h) internal posts and telegraphs 

(i) public health 

(j) veterinary services 

(k) hydraulic works 

(1) agriculture and livestock 

(m) public revenue and expenditure 



A /x387 
Fags 26 

III. POKERS RESERVED 

During the transitional period, the following matters shall continue to be 

reserved to the Resident-General: 

(a) All matters concerning the relations of the Fezzan with foreign countries, 

including foreign trade. 

(b) The defence of the Fezzan should the local authorities be unable to 

preserve peace and order by means of the police forces at their disposal, the 

Resident shall be empowered immediately to resume control of<r::police and 

security services. 

(c) The control of rerial navigation, including control of the bases, 

airfields and installations existing in the Territory. 
(a) Any questions relating to the French forces stationed in the Territory. 

(e) Postal, telegraphic, radio-telegrEphic and radio-telephonic'communica- 

tions with foreign countries. 

(f) Questions of currency and exchange. 

(g) The delivery of passports and visas for foreign countries. 

(h) Sequestrated property, 

No agreement may be concluded concerning prospecting for or the mining 

of the mineral resomces of the country without the consent first had and 

obtained of the Resident. 

IV. MISSCELLANXOUS PROVISIONS 

French counsellors shall be axpi3'inted on the proposal of the Chief of the 

Government and with the approval of the Resident to advise the counsellors in 

setting up new institutions. 

Fr-:nch shall be treated as an official language on an equal footing with 

Arabic. 

v. iODIFICATICN OF TRE TRANSITIONAL REGIME 

If circumstances require, the Resident may, after consulting with the 

Chief of the Territory of the Fezzan, temporarily depart from the above 

provisions. 

I TERRITORY 



A/1387 
Page 27 

TERRITORY OF THE FEZZAN 

Decision No. 4 

The Resident, representing the French Government in the Fezzan, 

Considering Decision No. 3 of 12 February 19>05 

Considering paragraph 5 of the transitional regime for the Fezzan, 

Decides as folloV7S: 

Paragraph 1, "Constitution of the Public Authorities", Shall be amended 

to read as TolloWS: 

"The Said Chief shall be assisted in his governmental functions by: 

1. 3 to 6 local counsellors, appointed by him, for justice, finance, 

economic and agricultural affairs, the interior, public health, public 

education, and by 8 Assistant Counsellors." 

Fort Leclerc, 12 February 1950. 

Lieutenant-Colcnel SARAZAC 

Resident 



TERRITORY OF THE FEZZAN 

Decree No. 1 

We, AHMED Bey SEIF l3L NASR, Chfef of the Territory of the Fezzan, 

Considering paragraph 1 (a) of the transitional regime of the Fezzan, 

APPOINT 

As our Counsellors: 

For the interior and for justice: HAJ HAMTJDA BEN TAHAR 

For economic and agricultural affairs and for finance: NASR BEN SALXM 

For public health and public education: EL MAHDI BEN AHMED 

As Awistant Counsellors: 

DO BEN EL HAJ NOHAMMED 

NOHAl'dMED LAMIR BEN MOHAMMED 

HAS AL1 BEN MOH- BEDIWI 

NUR BEN TAHAR BEN BRAEXM 

SHERIF AL1 BF,N KOHAIv&XED 

BELGACEM BUGILA 

TAHAR BEN ABDULLAH JERARI 

SHEIKH MABkJK BEN AL1 

Sebha, 16 February,, 1950 

Chief of the Territory of 

the Fezzan 

/&RRIToRY 



A./1387 
Page 23 

TERRITORY Ol? Tm FEZZAN 

Decree No. 2 

We,, AHMED Bey SEIF EL NASR, Chief of the Territory of the Fezzan, 

Considering paragraph 2 C of tho transitional regime for the Fezzan, 

Decree as follows: 

1, The post of qadi is sot up in tho sub-divisions of Shatti, Murzuq, 

Ghadames and Sebha-Ubari. 

2. The following persons are appointed to these posts: 

In the sub-division of 

In the sub-division of 

In the sub-division of 

In the sub-division of 

Shatti: KOHAMMED BEN ABDULLAH EL AYAT 

Murzuq: AHMEjD BEN HAJ SXNUSSI 

Ghadames: EL MAHDI BEN HAJ MOHAl@lED 

Sebha-Ubari: to be appointed at a later date. 

Sebha, 16 February 1950 

Chief of the Territory of the Fezzan 

. /TERI~IToRY 
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TERRITORY OF THX FRZZAK 

Decree BTo. 3 ---L__ 

l!e, hj3MED Bey EXIF RI., NASR, Chief 0:' the Territory of:he Fezzan, 

Ccmsiderin~ Paragraph 2, b) of the transitional regime of the Fezzan, 

Decree3 as fol~1ows: 

1. A police force responsible for internal security is hereby 

2 . The following person is appointed as chief of police: 

s&r_\i\h Bsr'?: SJ,L?W ?si‘iV ABDPiWVBI. , 

Se%htl, 16 February 1950 

Chief of thP Territory of the Fezzw 
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A, General 

An order issued at Algiers by the French Committee of National Liberation 

on 1 Se]&ember 1943 provides that "the expenditures incurred in the administra- 

tion of the Fezzan-Ghadames territory (other than the cost of military 

occupation) and the revenue therefrom shall form the subject of abAdget 'cnc-xcd 

to the budgot of the tcrrltcrics,of the South of Algeria," 

The oudget poVides for all expenditures arising from the remuneration of 

the stt ff of the administrative and judicial services, the operation of the 

ClEdiC;Lbl:~ rind soci::ll assistance and education services and the setting up of 

facilities for road, hydraulic and building works. 

The budget consists of an ordinary and a qecial budget. 

The revenue of the ordinary budget is derived from various taxes, dues and 

duties, the sale of natron, which is a state monoyoly, and, since 1947, by 

receiptsfrom the sale abroad of series of Fezzan nostage stamps. The reso'urces 

of the ordinary budget are insufficient to cover the cost of maintenance and 

day to day exl?enses of the countr~y. The ordinary budget shows an excess of 

expenditure over revenue of 3,601,904 francs in the financial year 1948 and 

16,2@?,099 francs in 1943, the deficits beingcovrred by grants from the French 

Government. 

The special expenditures, which are entirely covered by Treasury advances 

from the French Government, relate to the payment of the salaries of European 

staff and the equipment of the country (hydraulic works, improvement of means _. 
of communication etc.), The special budget Vas relatively small in 13)@tz i?C> 

and 1911-6 during which years tonograThica1, geogranhical and geological snrveys _. 
of the territory were carried out. It was not until 1947 that work was begun on 

the execution of a systematic five-year $an for the drilling of shallow wellr,. 

The large scale schemes for the improvement of tradm were also :~?ut in k:., 

in that year. Expenditure roue frcm 310,139 francs in 1946 to 7,193,2@7 in 

lc’-‘f, 1>,116,094 in 1948 and 16,93l,,OOY in 19~. 2 

During the next five-year ;?eriod, beginning in 1932, it is planned to 

drill deen wells which will involve a considerable increase in expenditure. 

B, Budget 



B. Budget estimates for lg5@ 

In the budGet estimates for 1930, the ordinary revenue is shoPm as 

33,950,000 francs; j.ncb.din(; 10 million francs from the sale of stamns abroad. 

Ordinary expenditure is estimated at 40,657,OOO francs,,leaving a deficit of 

6,707,200 francs. 

The total special ox?enditure is 106,763,365 francs to which must be 

added 13 million francs in loans making a total of 117,763,365 francs to be 

borne wholly by the French Treasury, R grant from the French Government will 

be a-&&d under the following headings: 

Construction of buildine;s 35,000,000 

Oreanization of new services 30,000,000 

Uell drilling 30,000,000 

Improvement 0% tracks ~,000,000 

.Euro?ean staff 7,000,000 

Ceficit of ordinary budget 6,000,000 

The substantial increase in expenditure in 1930 is attributable to the 

introduction of neir political organs and the execution of the first instalment of 

the schemes for the construction of nelT buildings and hydraulic works. 

Expenditure will increase further in future years as the administrative organ- 

ization of' the country is developed and ;?erfected. There is an obvious need 

for nets sources of rpenue 4~0 offset the increasingly large budget deficit. 

c. Taxes 

The direct taxes are levied on crops: 

(a) In the case of dates, the amount is 5.75 ger cent of the crop as estimated 

by the Valuation Board, 0.75 per cent of which is the Board's fee. In 1948 

the tax on dates yielded 7,086,603 francs and in 1949, when the cro? wau' 

particularly z)oor, 3 million, 

(b) In the case of pains, the amount of the tax is 6 yer cent of the 

estimated ckop, 1 ger cent of lrhich is the Valuation Board's fee. In 1948 

the yield was 2,288,$80 franc;s and in 1949, ~,~OO,OOO francs. 

Gates and cereals are collected by the mudirs in keeping with the figures __ 

provided by the Valuation Board. The rat&s of taxation are uniform. Crop of 

under 100 kilos are exempt from taxation, 

/?articulars 
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Particulars of the various indirect taxes levied inFezzan and their rates 

are given in an annexed note. 

Direct taxes have been kept at a relatively low level owing to the precarious 

economic circumstances of the population us a whole. There has been a marked 

improvement in their positian in the present year, and in 1950 the Fezzanese will 

for the first time have surplus products other than dates to sell. There is 

reason to hope that in the near future it will be possible to effect an increase 

in direct taxation which would make it possible to balance the ordinary budget 

without having xecourse to the sale of stamps. 

a, Advances and loans g%crted annually by the administering Power. 

Fezzanose farmers Generally have no ready cash and sell their wheat as soon 

as it is harvested in order to -procure clothing and tea. The result is a dif- 

ficult period during the winter months, March and April. In many cases they even 

sell the wheat they will need t:, sow their land for the next season. To remedy 

this situation, the Administration has found it necessary to grant loans of vKt?izUS 

kinds. 

1, Grain seed loans. These loans in kind are granted to the ow~~ers of 

gardens, on application submitted through the mudir and must be used exclusively 
as seed, The quantity of grain advanced is established in accordance with the 

-following scale: 

up to 1946: 16 kilo~rammes of wheat and 4 kilograrrsles of .barley per well 

In 194.7: 15 kilogrammes of wheat and 8 kilogrammes of ,barley per.well 

rn 1948: 30 kilogrammes of wheat and 16 kilogramtnes of barley per well 

In 19&J and 1350: 30 kilogrammes of wheat and 60 kilogrammes of barley 

per well 

No interest is payable to the adm9nistr+%tion, The loans are repaid after 

the harvest, normally in kind, The total of the loans granted Is: 

1945 1946 19+7 1948. 1949 
Wheat . . . . ..e. 472,000 978,000 2,226,ooo 2,l20,000 2,650,ooo 

Barley . . . . . . 110,000 202,000 675,000 600,000 ~00,000 

%gz!,ooo 1,108,000 '2,g01,000 '2,720,ooo 3,35o,ooo 
2, Data loans, During the winter, the poor in the Fezzan-live on dates, 

The dates received as tax are taken up at harvest time and distributed later as 

/required. 
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required. These interest-free loans, are repaid in kind at the following harvest, 

Under this measure, instituted in 1911.6, 540 tms d dates have been distributed 

to a. value of: 

1946 1947 1948 1949 

2,000,000 1,400,000 1,200,000 1,200,000 

3. A&cultural lgans in cash, Annual interest-free loans in cash are 

granted to farmers for the extension and improvement of their gardens (artesian 

wells, pump installations, etc.), The lgans are repayable at the next harvest, 

in cash or in kird as the borrcrwer prefers, The value of the 13ans qanted is 

as f ollovs : 

1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 

1,~00,000 1,700,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 

4, Loans to the general food service of the Fezzan, A type of c3- 
to hurchase 

operative society haS been set up/at r;he most favourable prices the fdstuffs 

the Pezzan is obli@d to impgrt and t:, build up a stock-pile 91 foodstuffs: in 
1947 its working capital was provided by: 

~,OOO,OOO advanced by Fezzan traders participating in the society; 

5,000,OOO in the form of loans by the Government-General of Algeria; 

~,OOO,OOO included in the local budget and c3nStitutinE; the participation :: 

of the administration of the Fezzan, 

Since 1944, the figures for the administration's particlpatiDn in the financ- 

ing of the society have been as follDws: 

1.944 1945 194-G 19 4.7 1948 194-9 
2,000,000 3,000,000 3,455,700 6,000,000 11,000,000 10,000,000 

An appropriation of 10,000,000 is included in the 1950 buclEj;et. 

The following tables are annexed t3 this chapter: 

1, TUO deta'iled. tables of the r@venueS and expenditures of the territ%'y 

in 1948 and. 1949; 

2. Three smnmary tables of budget revenues and expenditures; 

3. TWO tables giving revenue and expenditure 8s a percentage of the l&al 

budget ; 

4. A note establishing the rates of the various indirect taxes levIed in 

the Ikzzin. 

/BEGET 



-1_p----- ---- _l-ll.----.l-^l. ------ 

I'iC?Tl 1944 . 1945 194 6 1947 194tjl l& !L (1; I.,$y 
Pntinatr 6 -----P--L---- ---.---.___I___I -- ---- 

Local 
revenue 2,058,978 6,653,832 p,c ,+q3 7,5~0,165 1~,347,621 l2,,l&J;:~ 2'3 ? yjo: ‘xx~ 

Stamps,post, (1) 
tolephonc, 
telegraph -- -- 339,817 1e,:w,8 62 14 , 379, 387 6,3;6,,>8'7 '0, '303, WC 

---- - PC 

2,058,978 6,653,832 5,430,590 20,100,oq' 33,7:'7,008 18.S%3,1.64 ~~lyjo,ooc 

Loan9 1 + . . . 2,000,000 4,300~1300 5,145,709 g,200,000 1y,ooo,ooo 1~~'30!'1~300 :j~ax~oo" 

= 

- - - 4 . “ . .  - -  - . - - - - - - . - -  

- - - - - - - - - -  - . - - -  - “ - m e . .  

(1) Low natron prGdUctiOn tind poor prices for dateo. 

Item 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1yr;g yjg 

---- ""---y---rr"." 

Ordinary ex- 
pendPture 
( maintenance 
and cur- 
rent) 2,216,858 2,830,555 4,705,869 16,=i48,5go 21,222,808 20,1~,5,1!~I: ~~0,?$~j200 

Special ex- 
penditure 
(European 
staff j equip- 
ment) 235,4h5 240,699 310,159 7,193,207 15,116,094 13,Y31,i~0s;,10'~~7;3,~35 

--_1_ -- -- 
Total.... 2,@2,3@ 3,071,2$ 5,016,028 23,441,797 36,338,902 34$,5,153 :~-?,~-@o,@? 

Loans.... 2,00O,OOO ~,~00,000 5,145,7og g,200,000 1p,oQ,o,ooo 13,000,000 l?,QOQ,fJQO 
p----.---iv--.- 
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1 

BALANCE 

- 

Item 1944 1945 1946 194-7 194-a 1949 1950 

-I ---_I- 

Revenue 
surplus - 3,382.578 414,662 245,610 - - 

Grants to 

cover excess 

expenditure 

and equip- 
ment... 393,325 - 3,587,380 2,6u,894 15~57,989 11 U,470,835- 

Plus.,. " 3,382,578 414,662 l -  

Minus... 393,325 - 3,341,770 2,611,894 15,257,989 W,470,835 

- - 

F'rench pant: 13,075,813 IJ 35 million -- 
- 3,797,240 131,2;‘IB,pso 

30 
,I I- 

30 ” II 

5 ” I.” 

7 ” -- 

6 1’ __ 

Construction of 
buildings 

Organization of 
services 

Wells 

Tracks 

European staff 

To covw deficit 



REVENUE AS FERCEIYTAGE OF BUCGET 

Operation 1944 1945 1946 1947 1911-a 1949 

A. Local revenue 

1. 
2, 

Z: 

l/heat and date tax 

Duties 
Natron 

State property and 
miscellaneous 

13,66 16,75 9,64- 8,24 27,51 19,21 

42,23 24,53 13,96 15,98 13,46 23,59 

45,52 56,87 54,86 11,89 14,23 6 ! 3?’ - 

0,59 1,86 ‘15,2& $28 2,16 7,01 

3. Stamps and posts, 

Telephones and telemaph - 6,26 62,24 42,64. 33,82 

- - 

z/ The production of natron was approximatdy 20 tons, instead of the usual 100 1 

2/ In 1946, there was a heavy smuggling traffic with the Chad 
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EXFENDITTJRE AS R3RCENTAGE OF BUDGET 

Operation 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 

P it Ordinary expenditure 

1. 

2. 

Moslem officials 31,41 36,07 26,74 25,24- 17,62 18 

Medical welfare service 11,17 12,28 14,84 l&32 x1,37 11,63 

Education 4,70 3,02 2,8G 8,77 U&ecp 43,12 40,79 49,38&l z&g8 2:;;; 1;;:: 
3. 
4. 

-- 
B. Special expenditures 9,@ 7,84 6,18 30,69 41,60 40,87gi 

--- --- -- 

&/ 1944 to 1946 was a period of surveys and preparation; the great reconstruction 

effort explains the size of appropriations for maintenance. 

2/ Between 1947 to 1950 the first part of the hydraulic plan was put in hand; 

as the Fezzan was unable tc bear the cost, the major part was coveretl by grants 

of the French Government. 

NOTE : It should be noted that these fiGures are percentages of the total figure. 

as the Fezzan was unable tc bear the cost, the major part was coveretl by grants 

of the French Government. 

NOTE : It should be noted that these fiGures are percentages of the total figure. 



I&l te taxes 7, o%,Gog 

Gra in ta se s 2,l%,9% 

La~Ni. pallTlS 194,820 

Licences 74,000 

Market fees 4,000,0% 

.~;lnu..~,h-twiY~ i:.ut:.es 111,14> 

ISa tron 4,~00,000 

s.l;ate ~?yoyertieS 550,000 

Judicial fees 02,108 

Sale of f:scal stamps etc. m,ooo 

Eevenue fy"orn yosts, telephones 

end. telegYaj& 14,379,3G7 

Seizures Wm. 

l$i.scellaneons revenue 179,077 

Gyaryts atid. sums ayproyriated 

from the peceding 

3 I .iO’J, 000 
2,~00,000 

116,400 

co, 000 
4,004,957 

g,, $0 
1,200,000 
1,2oo,coo 

100,145 

31,250 

5,3%,537 
..,- 

119,965 

Total 35,093,292 34,016,1.53 

Pro mem,: 

Loan re~mbx3ements 

1. Afy~~.cLm.mal 3 I 000,000 3,000,000 2. i?00d l6,ooi),oco lO,OOO,~~ 

Total 24,093,292 -- 47,0&153 
-_--.. -- -- -.- __"__ - 

-1/ The Government grant to the 1.949 budget c;onSiStS of: 

1,122',23j: Cred:t from metropolitan France for srorks. 

l&135,604: Grant to meet deficit. 

- 
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BuQet Heaaine 1948 1949 RWla&S 

Allowances French staff 

SUpplif3S 

Social weL'fsre officers 

Special +ecc~$lrQI 

A&mlnistrative staff 

Eaucntion 

Social me&ice,1 welfare 

R&I.&on 

Moslem courts 

Penitentiary, police 

Tre~asury 

Markets departrflent 

A&riculture 

Animal husbandry 

Handicrerts 

Roads and traclis 

Administrative buildinljs 

Mechanical installations 

1,?&,6’+i 

2,556,435 

649,420 

109,605 

5,113,800 

3,N',w 

4,l32,796 

43,000 

710,4%7 

572,000 

43,159 

24,994 

647,605 

64,Coo 

61,440 

3,965,833 
1,405,030 

2,96$%9 

3,993,7c7 
uy,760 

,2,254,667 

374,993 

520,189 

164,4.20 

2,611,ooy 

2,636,064. 

520,000 

99,?3 
4,928,415 

3,29o,721 

3 ,g64,oGr 
me---. 

663,876 

5257415 

49,224 

13,000 

559,646 
64,998 

65,000 

2,7&3,433 

2,4.06,131 

5,o7&274 

$194,612 

252,000 

1,000,000 

519 ,?56 
$45,245 

Watd??37032fCS 

Anti-palaria carrpip 

Rewards, relief 

IJutron 

Operation. posts, telephones, telepaph 

Suyreys and. miscellaneous grmts .._“.“.“.. 
--- 

TdXll .(..,...,.,.'...I,......... 35,093,w 34,o86,153 

Special ex:!3enditures 

1. k&cultural loans 3,000,000 3,000,000 

2. Food advances 16,000,000 ~o,ooo,ooo 

Total .~........,.O.........‘.~, 54,og3,292 47,086,153 
z-- 

/G~VE~WMENT GENERAL 
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GOVERNMENT GENERAL OFeALGXRIA 

Military Territory of the Fezzan 

No. 845/AS-17' CIRCULAR 

As from 1 January 1950, the various duties will be charged at the fOllOWin&? 

rate: 

Duties on ;lud.icial and extra-, judicial instruments -- marriages -- divOX@S -1_1 

Fixed fee . . . . . . . . . . . . ..L..*..*".*...*. 50 franc& 

Search ,,.,....,...,,.......,...,,.,... 10 
II 

@tamp ..,.t..~...,,,,~..~.,...,~~...... 15 " 

Paper ,..,..,..,....*,..,..,.,.....*... 15 " 

Fee for 

Juagumn.ts- 

Fixed fee 50 

Sale -- Partitrion 

Fixed fee 15 

employees of the Mahnkma ..,.,. 10 ' 

francs plus the.above charges. 

-- Exchange 

per cent of value of transaction. plus above charges, 

Acknow1adge~men.t of loan as debt 

Fee 10 per cen.t pf value of transaction plus above charges. 

Fewer of attorney Affidavits Certification. Inventory 

Fixes fee of 5O.fran.cs plus above-mentioned charges. 

Duty on.LaFrpli. palms 

Increased from 150 to 300 francs 

Licenses 
Increase& from 500 to 2,000 francs annually, payable in one inetalm@n.t 

_Market duties 

For all produce other than mentioned below: 

Im$ort goods ..,*..,.,,*..,,....~.....~ 5 per cent 

Export goods ..,,..,.,-.,.....~~~~~~.~~~ 5 per cent 

Transit ,  * l .  .  ,  .  * .‘. * . . , . . . . , . I . . . . . . . . . .  1 p6r cent 

The following productfl will pay a ,auty of 8 per cent on i-saportation or 

exportation: oil, tsa, Coffee, petroleum products, perfumery, jewellery, 

Slaughtering dutg Camels ,,,.,*.....,,.,.... 500 francs i 

Sheep ,..*,,...,...*....I. 30 " 

Goats ,..,l,........,,,.,.. 30 " 

Stamp duties 

No change from n.ote No. $%/AS--24 of 15 September 1949 
/ Tobacco and 

I 
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!hbacco an& alcohol ,_--- 
A tobacco monopoly is hereby established in the Fezzan. All tobacco of 

foreign origin will therefore be sent back to the country of origin.. 

In the case of attempted fraud or smuggling, the tobacco will be 

confiscate&. 

Alcohol of foreign origin trill pay a duty of 5 per cent on entry. 

A customs service will shortly be established in the Fezzan.. 

Instructions will be given in. due course. 

Major Sarazac, 

Military Governor of the 

Territory of the Fezzan 

Fort-Leclerc, 22 December 1949 



CHARTER III 

AGRICULTURE 

A. Tables of agricultural p20auOti0n 

The fallowing figures are based on tax returns and 

than the real figures. Some Fezzanese admit that they 

a third or even a quarter of their crop. 

DATES 

Dates are the chief wealth of the Fezzan which has 
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hence certainly 

declare no.moro 

approximately 

12 million palms. Of this number, only one tenth or little more than 

one million, are productive. 

lower 

than 

Region 1944 1945 1946 1347 1948 1949 
Figures in tons 

Shatti ..*...a.....*.- 1,110 681 1,371 743 760 1,040 
Sebha-Uteri' . . . ..I.... 1,320 547 1,097 466 880 1,570 
Murzuq ............... 1,030 691 1,381 744 1,050 1,007 

*Total ............ 3,460 1,919 3.849 1,953 2,690 3,617 

GRAINS 

The only figures available are for winter grains (wheat and barley) the 

only grains in respect of which tax returns are filed. 

In 1950, the production of grain will, for the first time, amply satisfy 

local needs. This is due to the execution of the first installment of the 

water works programme, The 32 artesian wells drilled to date have made it 

possible to bring 480 hectares under cultivation. Part of the labour force 

has thus been released from the,task of drawing water and can be employed in 

the development of the land. The 1950 grain crop is esti.mated at 

50,000 quintals, or twice that in the best previous years. 

(a) Wheat. Several varieties are cultivated in the oasis gardens. They 
..-- 

are well &lapted to the country and g5ive satisfactory results. The figures 

for crops sire 1944 are as follows (in quintale): 

1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 

6,270 8,170 9,190 7,700 9,600 1&800 
/(b) ?3y7?&& 
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(b) Barley. Barley is grown throughout the country and in the salt soil of 

Shatti its yield. is greater than that of wheat. 

Production in quintals 

1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 

3,040 2,330 3,200 2,520 3,400 4,060 

(c) Summer grains. (millet, sorghum, maize) These grains are harvested. 

when the wheat and the barley are exhausted and are an important contribution to 

the economy of the non-nomad population of the Fezzan. No tax is payable on them 

and it is difficult to estimate exactly how much is grown. The production is 

und.oubted.ly greater, on the average, than that of barley. 

(ii.) Vegetables. The Fezzanese generally set aside one seventh of the area 

of their gard.ens for vegetables -- cabbages, onions, tomatoes and. pimentos -- 

which are used. exclusively for domestic consumption. 

B. Table of annual agricultural imports and exports. 

Dates are the only agricultural product exported. from the PC zzan. The volume 

and. value eqorted. in recent years are as follows: 

1944 1945 3.946 1947 1948 1949 
Cuantity in tons. 250 400 150 400 213. 270 
Value in francs. 7,500,000 1,600,000 1,200,000 6,600,000 5,390,000 7,410,000 

On the other hand. the Fezzan is obliged to import at least two essential 

products, oil and. soap. 

The following table gives the figures for volume and value since 1944. 

1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
Sugar: 

ouantity'in tons. 70 177 125 158 101 90 
Value ,in francs. 1,450,ooo 3~85,000 6,100,ooo 8.817,ooo 5,805,ooo 15,300,000 

Oil: 

1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 

nuantity In tons. 15 50 18 10 17 7 
Value in francs. 615,000 275,000 1,083,ooo 1,462,ooo 2,269,000 1,x38,000 

/c  l 
Animal husbandry 
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C. Animal husbandry 

As% 613 the Sahara countries, animal husbandry in the Fezzan is concerned 

with camels, sheep, goats and the donkeys used to draw water, 

(a) Camels. Camel raising is the exclusive prerogative of the nomads, The 

Fezzan has sufficient pasture land. for its camels, However, during exceptional 

droughts, the nomads drive their camels into the mountains of South Tripolitania, 

Syrte, or the Tarat region in the Ajjer. The Zellaf and the ramlah of TJbari have 

go0a. summer pastures. 

' The camel -population of the Bezzan is distributed. as follows: 

Shatti Sebha-Ubari Murzuq Total 

3,375 605 . 935 4,915 

(b) Sheep and Goats. The settled Fezzaneae have small family flocks of only 

a few head.. Most of the sheep and goats in the Fezzan are in the hands of the 

nomad.s who raise sheep and goats in addition to camels. 

The flocks of sheep and goats provide the Fezzanese with most of the meat they 

consume, The wool is spun and. woven locally (approximately 

and used. to make men's garments (Jera). 

Shatti Sebha-Ubari Murzug Total 

5,100 3,130 3,000 11,130 

70 quintals annually) 

(c) Donkeys. Donkeys are used to draw water and. are greatly prized- because 

of the variety of work they do and their hardiness; 

Shatti Sebha-Ubari Murzug Total 

1,100 3,500 ' 2,570 6,170 

D. Land- tenure. . ..--- .-.-- wi ____,--. - 
The legal status of land in the Fezzan varies and one finds: 

(a) Nomad. pasture lands; these are collectively owned lands, the boundaries 

of which are not clearly defined and. over which property rights are established 

only by mutual, traditional recognition of tenure between the nomad. tribee. 

Although these property rights res t only on custom they are now well d.efined.. 

There is no official d.eed reco@zing this collective tenure, and no deeds of 
transfer. 

/The nomad. 
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The nOmad. or semi-nomad. pasture lands receive only occasional rain and. 

pr0vid.e indifferent pasture. In the harrnada, the absence of water holes makes the 

pasture of little we. These lards are exempt from taxation. 

AP they have not been d.eveloped. by the work of man, they might be classed. 

as %ead. land.Ec" the ownership of which uncler Mohammedan law is attributed. to the 

sovereign. However, they are not free and. the communities have acquired. certain 

rights by prolonged. tenure. 

(b) Privately owned. lanas: These have definite bound.aries and are defined. 

in more or less ancient d.eeds. They may be alienated. by any of the traddtional 

method's such as sale, lease, mortgage etc. The deeds relating to them can be 

classified. as follows: 

1. Ancient deed antedating the opening of the official registers of the 

Kahakmas and in some cases as much as 400 years old.. They have all the features 

of norpal de4.s (origin of property, share of water, limits of object of transfer 

etc.) but are drawn up on unstamped. paper and. conclud.ed. between private 

individuals. All they lack ie the sanction of an official stamp and. the payment 

of stamp duties. They are much the most common in the Fezzan. 

2. Recent deeds executed before the gdi and. registered. in the Mahakma 

registers. 

The properties d.efined. by these various d.eed.s include: 

,(a) the arable land. of the wad.18 of Bey and. Ruaus where 'I'? Megaraha take 

ad.vantage of the rains which fall in the area during winter to grow winter grain; 

(b) irrigated. cultivated. areas. Thl se are the gardens where the settled. 

Fezzanese grow palms and. to a lesser extent winter and. summer grains and. vegetables; 

'(c)' The Hctti a areas %2;ero th& water table is near the surface an3 the -palm 

trees, propagated. by seed.s or suckers, can d.rav their own water, Apart from 

pollination, the palms are left untended. by the Fezzanese. 

Dead lads (Paxat): 

Theee lands are unproductive and. free from any servitude. Under Mohammedan 

law, they are the property of the Sovereign until they are developed by an 

/individual 



A/l387 
Page 47 

stats land3 : 
In_herite.d. from the previous governmewks of the Fezzan, they have been taken 

over by the French Adm~nistza-bion. They coneiet almost e;nt,irely of palm grovee. 

These nre former private properties the owners of IThiGh were d.ispoeseiL!sed. 

d.uring the Italian Occupation, chiefly for political reasons. They lrere 

originally taken over by 'the French Ad.minietzation and. have been returned to all 

0~7ner~ able -to show proof of their rights. The status of these. land,s d.eper;d.e on 

t&e future sett&ment, of the Libyan question. 
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CHAPTER IV 

COMWERCE 

An essentially a@cultural COUntXy, the Fezzan's only asset from the1 

commercial point of view are its exports of a&es and. the approximately 80 tons 

of natron collected. ii~ the lakes of the ramla of Ubari. 

The main imports are tea, sugar, oil atid. textiles. The Shatti, where there 

is a shortage of grain, imports grain from the Tri~cllt~ci~n Jebel. 
the 

The grain 

is transported. by the nomads of/Gibla who barter it for dates, in some cases at 

exorbitant prices (1 kg, of wM.t for 5 to 10 kg. of dates). 

Sib by side with the external trade, there is a lively internal trad.e, 

carried. on in village markets, in agricultural prod.ucts or the products of lccal 

art;isans. 

During recent years poor prices have been obtained'for the Fezzan's d.ates 

owing to over-production in North Africa and. the poor quality of the fruits 

offered. While in 1947, 300 tons were soid. at prices varying between 15 and 23 

francs a kilo, according to quality, the highest prioe in 1948 was 10 francs an& 

fell even lower in 1949. 

The trade balance of the Fezzan is ad.verse. In 1948 the value of exports 

was 39,914,900 francs and. in 1949 31,513,500 francs, while imports for the same 

years were 61,001,45'7 francs and. 66~18,200 francs'respectively. Detailed. tables 

of the Fezzan'.s imports and. exports are annexed. 
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A, Exports and re-exports 

1944 1945 1946 

Product Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value 
-. 
Gates 255 Ta 750,000 400 T, 1,500,000 150 T, 1,200,000 

Wheat 25 T, 360,000 70 T, 700,000 30 T, 360,000 
Other grains 20 Tp. 120,000 35 T. 300,000 10 T. 1co,oco 

Natron 40 T. 900, 000 84 T. 3,8or),ooo 51 T, 2,985,000 

Hide8 6 T, 1,200,000 2 T. 400,000 -- -- 
Textiles 300,000 ~vl, 15,000,000 250,000 M. 10,000,000 150,000 M, 9,3OO,CO0 

b!ia3llarle6ti~ -- 900;, QO.0 7"00, cc0 '. - 2q$~O - 

CarPats 40 u, -.. 55, tea 5c v, - lce,ofv 50 u. ICC; -,’ .coo .- _ . 
ig 

. ..- . . -. - ,. 
Total .- , y&5. 'bbo I _ 

. -.-I- "H - ..-- -_ 
, 17,500,cc0 -- 13,545,oo0 

B, Imports 
Sugjar 70 T. 1,450,000 127 'I', 3,185,ooO 125 T. 6,100,ooo 

Oil 15 T, 615,000 50 T, 2,750,OOO 18 Tp. 1,983,Oo0 

Tea 8 T, 3,040,OOO 19 T. 4,850,000 22 T. 5,347,oo0 
Coffee 2 T.5 120,000 6 T, 150,000 3 T. 285,000 
Pasta 4 T, 70,000 3 T.4 68,000 5 T.8 300,000 

Soap 6 T. 110,000 18 T. 432,000 7 T- 370,000 
Dry vegetables .4 T, 60, ooo 12 T, 240,000 8 T. 240,000 

Grain 10 T. 60,000 60 T. 720,000 60 T, 1,5c0,00c 

Hides 7 'T. 1,400,000 3 Ta 6oo,oco -- -- 
Carpets E- JL :J * 70,000 50 u. 120,000 150 u, 225,oco 

Textiles 500,090 b1. 25,000,000 450,000 M. 17,375,OOO 300,000 M. 13,155,000 
Wool .I _I 3 Te5 105,000 10 T. ',500,0O0 
Miscellaneous 12 T. 1,-joo,ooo 18 T, ~,goo,ooo 16 T, 3,ooo,coo 

Total ..m ~$2g5,000 . I- 34,495,ooo -- 34,005,000 

Fort-hclerc, 6 July 1.950 

/ CoP$lEN!E 
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COIVUERCE 

A. Exports and re-exports 

194'7 1948 1949 

Froduct O;uadity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value 

Dates 400 T. 6,000,000 213 T. 5,390,OOO 270 T, 7> 410,000 

. Wheat -- I- "" .- - 8 T. 200,000 

Other grains -- -" I- I" "I - ? 

STatron 50 T, 2,400,000 115 T. 5~200,000 40 T. 2,000,000 

Hides 6 T. 2,400,000 LO T, 1,973,000 2 21.8 2,260,OOO 

Textiles -- -.. 11,500 M. 1,837,,000 41,810 M, 6,344,ooo 

Miscellaneous -- 200,000 -- 4,782,goc -- 12,18g,oco 

Carpets 100 3. 250,000 268 u. 742,000 474 u. 1,020,300 

Total -- u,850,'-'00 -- 19,924,960 -- 31,423,500 

Sugar 158 T, 

Oil 10 T. 

Tea 32 T. 

Coffee 3 Ta 
Pasta 8 T, 

Soag 4 T. 

8,8l7,mx 

1,462,003 

6,953,~oo 
l,x6,mo 

436,cco 

305,qfi0 6 T. 343,160 

PC T. 15,3CO,O(10 

7 T* l,138,coo 

35 T. 19,524,800 

3 Ta 1,o2c,ooc 

2 T.7 243,Kc. 

2 T.6 422,000 
“- “.- 

4 T!,  160,000 

2 T!, 7G5,ooo 

245 U, 1,2c6,580 

Dry vegetables -- I ”  “W “W 

Grain 110 T, 3,965,OOO 80 T, r~,481,000 

Hidus 7 '-I'. 2,500,0'0 5 T. 1,2c;o,oco 

Carpets 253 u* 548,*fiO 220 u. 748,coo 
Jk;files l7'3,OLO MO,753,fK 79,997 M, 5,,432,421 7g,730 M, 2,6O6,5eO 

Miscellaheous "!k T. 2,7$,000 3 ::250 14,i&@f 1,' 24,3li;720 

Total -- 39,895,om -- 41,001,548 -.. 66,718,260 

Fort-Leclerc, 6 July 1950 

B. Imports 

101 T.', 5&5,900 

17 T. 2,269,426 

28 T, 7,ggl,OOu 

2 T. 710,000 

6 T, 195,000 

/CHAETER V 



CHAPTER V 

In the matter of public works, the administration has concen.%rEL*6ed fts 

efforts on hydraulic works and the improvement of tracks, 

A. Hydraulic Works 

Since 1'$1.6 artesian borings have been carried out in the three neztural 

regions of the country, In 19Li.3, there had been 41 boring operati.onEJ th~.3 

results of which varied according to the regions prospected and t;ho %~3chniCal 

conditions of the operation; 9 borings, including one very deep one 1 were non- 

productive. 

22 30-60 metre wells are now in operation, 

10 wells bored by modern mechanical methods give an average yioItd at WIL 

approximate rate of 20 litres a second, 

BorinG machines have also been used to deepen many existing; ~011s. 

The land restored to cultivation in l$.g as a result of theBe o-$ora%ions, 

amounted to 480 hectares, all of which was redisbibmted to the ~opula-tires 

The hydraulic works pro~rmme for 1950 includes: 

four artesian wells; 

the equipment of 1 well with a water-tight pipe system; 

the installation of a number of norias over dalou-type wells i-11 ~,rdsr to 

familiarize the population with this system of drawing water which is 

considerably more efficient than the traditional method. 

B. Roads and tracks 

The Italians had established an internal network Of tracks Wi%abl@ for 

vehicular traffic each followin, rp one of the populated valleys of' the $ezzan, and 

had built connecting tracks. As they were established in Tripolitan~a, they 

had linked the system lrith the coast by 2 major tracks. 
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The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

The 

inte'rnal network consisted of: 

Shatti track, from Kneir to Edri'via Brach; 

Ajal track from Sebha to Ghat via Ubari and Serdeles; 

track from Sebha to Murzuq via Ghodua; 

track from Sebha to Gatrun via Urn el Araneb. 

external network: 

track from Sebha to Misurata, including the passage over the Kneir and 

Bou rJjem sand dunes and the crossing of the Jebel Soda; 

The Shatti track to Tripoli, starting from Brach and going through 

Shueiref, El Gueria and Misda. 

Since 1946, the French administration has made a great effort, involving 

an expenditure of about 41 million francs, to maintain and to improve the 

existing tracks end to construct new ones. 

The yearly appropriations have been as follows: 

1946 ,.....*..* 1,500,OOO francs 

1947 ,.,,.*.*.. 4,000,OOO francs 

1940 . . . . . . . . . . 8,000,000 francs 

1949 .,........ 16,5oc,ooo francs 

1950 .I,L..C... 11,000,000 francs 

The internal network has been completely repaired and improved: 

track from Edri to Brach; 

track from Brach to Sebka and Murzuq via Kneir; 

track from Murzuq to 'Tmgssa via Urn el Araneb and Zuila; 

track from Sebha to Ghat via Ubari and Serdeles. 

The following were constructed inside the territory: 

The track from Auinet Uenin to Edri, which shortens by 200 kilometres 

the journey to Gabes end makes it possible to avoid the difficult crossing 

over the Mequillet col; 

The track from Sebha to Brach across the Zellaf; 

The. direct track from Sebha to Urn el Araneb; , 

The track from Urn el Areneb to Gatru:+. 

This internal network is regularly maintained and ie gwct$cable fir 011 

types of vehicular traffic, 
/As regards 
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:s rc~erds routes out of iiha country, tbc following have been construct&; 

'micIc into 'l3misie via Sinauen and Dardj; 

TnxIs to the Cbod vie Gntrun, U&h OS SeGblr, Uisb el Kcbir, Ilor:5;,?. 

%..astly, thoGo portions of tho major routes from tbo lkzzan to Tri~+li- 
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CNAP'IER VI 

EDUCATION 

In education,the administration has been chiefly concerned with organiz- 

ing the campaign against illiteracy. At the time of the French occupation, the 

vast majority of the population was completely illiterate and the education of 

the remaining mail minority never went beyond the stage of reading, writing and 

elementary arithmetic. 

The difficulties of developing education in the Fezzan are those met 

with in all countries where social development is retarded- by a lack of resources, 

teachers difficult to find and families incapable of even partly making up for 

the shortage of teaching staff. 

There are two methoas of developing primary education in educationally 

under-developed countries: there is the long-term method which tries to provi8.e 

only first rate education, and. there,Is the contrary method which prefers to 

provide a larger proportion of the school age population with an elementary 

education which can be provided with relatively less difficulty. 

The second method has been chosen in the Eezzan. It is the 

administration'~ intention to put into effect a programme in which theoretical 

knowledge will nnt be neglected but will not, nevertheless, be allowed to take 

precedence over practical matters. The firat aim to be achieved Is to give 

every inhabitant of the Fezzan the means by reading and writing of coming into 

contact with the outside world an& the every-day reality of the country's 

clevelopment, and'participating in the life of the territory, The programme 

also includes instruction in modern agricultural methods for the purpose of 

better utilisation of the land, on which the prosperity of the territory chiefly 

depends. 

In 1940, at the time of the Italian occupation, the situation was as 

follows ! 

Edri, Brach, Murzuq, Jedid and Berguen Lhd teaching establishments. 

The schools had two classes, one for teaching Italian and the other for Arabic. 

The premises were very small ana only the school centres at Brach and 

Jehia, built in 1935, had -proper buildings. The school at Berguen was un- 

finished ana the one at Murzuq consisted of two tiny rooms with floors of beaten 

earth, poorly ventilated an& ill-lighted., 

/The French 
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The Dench administration found these schools dosed on account of the 

war. The furnishings had been taken away, the doors and windows torn down and 

the teaching equipment completely spoiled, Only the Yoranic schools in the 

villagels continued to function, 

Eleven elementary schools were set up at Jedid, Murzuq, Ubari, Brach, 

kgar, Berguen, Uenzerik, Edri, Bens Baya., Traghen and Gatrun. Each l?as 

equipped with the necessary plumbing facilities, shower-baths, a kitchen for 

school meal8 and a dining-room, 

Each year, at the beginning of October or at the radical officer’c 

first visit to the centre, all the children are examined. and vaccinated, The 

teacher keeps a register and draws up individual medical cards on which, on oath 

of his regular visits the medical officer 

ment to be given. 

notes his observations and the treat- 

Pupils suffering from trachoma, conjunctivitis, ringworm etc. are 

treated every morning, free of charge, at the local clinic, Under-nourished 

children are cared. for by the Health Services which puts them on a strengthening 

diet. Quinine is distributed regularly, 

The state of permanent malnutrition among children in the Fezzan 

required a great effort. Every day, each pupil receives a hot meal (macaroni, 

kous-kous, semolina, etc. ) and a ration of 200 grammes of bread, In addition, 

during the winte*r, a hot drink is served every morning before school begins, 

Since 1947, it has been the practice to give each pupil enough cloth 

to prepare a garment as worn locally, 

The children in these schools have full freedom to attend religious 

classes outsiae School hours. 

Every village also has one or more Koranic Schools which operate quite 

independently but to which the administration nevertheless devotes considerable 

attention. They cater for about 2,000 children. 

The teaching Staff notes that the children attend the school at which 

they are registered regularly and that the proportion of absentees does not 

exceed- 4s. However, they deplore the apparent lack of interest shown by the 

Parents in their childrenIs school education, For various reasons such as the 

departure of nomad,io families for the pastures, the poverty which rsquires ii v 

children to work in the fields, and others which are less valid, forty pupils 

did not resume their lessons at the beginning Of 1949. 

/In tbe schools 
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In the schools in which there 3x0 French teachers (7 for the whole of 

the Fezp,r;) about fifty pupSls,have reached the level .@f the second year of the 

eleu;entP,ry course or of the intermediate course (Algerian educational standera). 

In q,ctober 1949, there ~6x6 R new depnrture, A residential schocl 

TIBR opene$. at Br%ch for the best pupils in the Shatti rep,ion. The&e children 

‘Were houced and fed free of charge for the whole school year. The experiment 

proauk. ~00d 3333um. The applications for boarding scholarships for 1950 

me elready in excess of capacity. 

The development programme drawn up in 1.970 is based on the following 

principles : 

1. As meny children as possible slxuld attend. schools; 

2. Parallel teaching of Arabic and French; 
:: . * Establisliment of a. technic&, craft and agricultural school, 

The programme Includes plans for the opening of several new school 

centres, some of which are already being built, As soon as possible, each of 

“she l~~%dirial; of the territory xi.11 have an elementary school with a course 

lasting 2 to 5 years. A Fezi,aneSe inStruct6r will give instruction in French. 

Throe higher elementary schools will b6 opened. at Sebha, Brach and 

Murzuq , which nre the chief towns of the SubdiviSiOnS. Pupils recruited in 

these towns or dra&Jn from the nmdlriat schools will pursue their stdies ip 

Arabic and French. The minimum cou.rse dll be four years, at the end. of which 

the most gift& pugils will be aam~t&d. to an advanced school which is to be set 

up at Aebhr,. 

Lastly, there will be three agricultural centres (Sebha, Brach, Nurzuq) 

and i: craft centre (Murzuq) where the course will last for two years, which will 

m;ike it possible to provide preliminary technical education. 

Young l?ezeanese who he”ve completed the elementary course will be given 

scholarships -to pursue their studies in .the Moslem schools of Algeria where they 

will en.joy sprxial facilities, The territory also hopes to profit from scholar- 

ahipa which mny be made available to it by the United Nations. 

Thin educational progralrme, Spread out over ten years, involves the 

commitment of funds amounting to about 72,000,000 francs, to which must be added 

the salaries of the teaching staff which amount to 8,000,000 francs. 

3xpnnditure on public education in the territory during the last three 

yeera :WS 2,057,578 francs in 1947, 3,46g,ooC francs in 1948 and 3,65C,OOO francs 
. 

in 1949, I CHA-PlXR VII 
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13YGll.X~ AND PUE%LIC IEEALTH 

A. General D 

The eXforts of the adminietration to improve conditions of health a.ca hygiene 

in the country are being carried. on acCOrd.ing to a long established plan, 

A staff of Fezzansse hospital ord.erlies is in the course of Jeing trained, 

At the present time, each hospitaldispensary, first aid post or clinic, employs 

local inhabitants'trained by the administration's medical officera, The hospital 

orderlies now working are expected. to take courses of further training. The moat 

skilled. are to be Pent to Tunis and Algiers where they will take course8 in 

qjecialized eatabliahments. 

A,s regard.P the premises, each of the 80 villages of the Fezzan is to be 

provided. with essential equipment, which will enable the med.ical officer acd local 

hospital or&sly to treat their patients in the best posaiblo con&itions. The 

hospital-dispensary a% Brach has.beei proviaed. with an operating theatre. X:e.ch 

of'the three regions of the territory (Brach, Ssbha, Murzug) now hae its own 

surgical organization, 

It should. be added. that the treatment given by the public health organization8 

is entirely free of charge. 

Patiente from villages which are at some Elistance from the hospitale are 

admitted. as in-patients and all charges are paid. out of the Fezzan budget. 

In ~&see of eerioue illness, the patients are evacuated to TuniP either by 

air or by car. Thia ia aleo done in the case of specializsd surgery. The 

hospital and. transport expenEea are in almost every cape paid for out of the 

buaget. 

The campaign against the endemic diseases from which the Fezzan Puffers has 

been intensified.. Thus, the proportion of the pOpUhtiOn suffering from various 

stagea of trachoma, which wae 95 per ecmtilin~943, has fallen to 1ePs than 50 per 

cent, Kalaria (25 per cent of the population in 1943) haa been practically 

eliminated.. ' 

Particular care has been given to the question of the protection of health bY 

inetruction in hygi&e $n& dietary supervision. Mothers and. child.ren have the 

/ f imk 
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first, to benefit from these measures, Condensed milk is distributed. regularly 

in the lai?ger rommunities. The hospital orderlies have been instructed. to extend. 

them d.istributions to the smallest villages. This campaign to protect children 

shou'lti. mean a progressive rise in the population, which has @'own only very 

p1ovI~y over the last twenty yeara. 

B. number ar,d. c,omposition of the existing cervices. 

(a) fka3.w officers: Three French military doctors are at present working 

in the Fezzan. 
-- cjne chief medical officer at Sebha, responsible for the sub-division of 

Sebha-Ol&ri and a large part of the troops serving in the Fezzan. 

-- one medical officer at Brach for the Shatti sub-division, 

-- Cno medical officer at Nurzug fort?e~M!r,zuLg sub-division and the garrison 

t?ymps . 

(b) Infirmary staff: These medical officers have at their disposal a staff 

of 21 locally recruited and trained. hospital orderlies. These administer the 

village clinios scattered. among the three populated. valleys of the Fezzan and. give 

the patients whotever treatment is prescribed. by the med.ical officers. 

C. Equipment. 

(a) Ivled.ical centre : Each centre with a resident med.ical officer has a 

hospital-infirmary. 

In addition, there are 17 clinics with resident ord.erlies operating in 

three sub-divisions. They are visited. at least one, a month by the med.ical 

of the sub-d.ivision. 

Eac.h one inc1ud.e~: 

1 out-patients' Ward., 

1 in-patients' w8ra.. 

Patients from the surrounding villages can be accommodated. there. 

These clinics are situated in the following villages: 

Sha-tti : I-- Agar, Gorda, Berguen, Uenzerik, Edri. 

Sebha-Ubari: -- Semou, Go&a, Gheddua, Bendbeya, Greifa, Ubari, Reguiba. 

Murzu(i;: Acar, Traghen, Urn el Araneb, Zuila, Gatrun. 

/(b) Materials: 



bud.f;et. The su.rgi.cal and. laboratory eguipment acd. the d.rugs are kept, at the 

c;e~-iyp?p with resident med.ico.1 offl.carsi. 

~oc]? hospita,l ord,erly has at hia diaposa.1 the aeceesary equiplrent arrd. dru@ 

( c ) Treatmnt 5 : 

)!,p;& of the patients are treated on the spot. The Fezzan med.ical officere 

plrfoy'ui minor kv.r;gery and. eye! opt",rsticjns (trichiasie) on the spot. _. 

D. St3.tistiCs. 

1. bud.fpt : 

1344 1945 1346 1347 

Wanea..... 274,700 372~1459 729,459 2,712,Ti.l 

2. Number of: patients (Koslem population_) : 

Atter,d.ed. by the med.ical officers: 

1944 1945 1946 1947 

18,935 5,oe4 5,996 6,244 

Bjr the hospital ord.erlies: 

1944 191+5 1946 $47 

6,658 6,752 46,120 52,560 

Principal d.iseaee,4 and. epid.emics: 

Lieted. in ord.cr of importance: 

1948 1349 

4,133,741 4,120,EOG 

E-ye d.iwaees. (the four stage of tra,chorr.a, aculx conjurctivitir~ ar:d. cni;:bw;t. L 

1/:(2laria, all stages. 

Inteetinsl, urinary 2nd. cutaneous paraottep. 

Venereal d.ieeaeee (blemorrhagia arid. syphilis). 

SlE?xpox. 

Ivlaasles~ 

Typhu.3. 

Recurrent fear. 

Tuberculosis (chiefly extra-pUlmoEarY)w 

Rlcoholiem (through palm wine: la@). 

Theinism. 
/Statietice 
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Statistics ~,wmd.ing to the treatment given: 

Eye d.iseaees : 

Trachoma: On the arrival of the French, 95 per cent of the population VEI,~ 

e,ffected., with 5 per cent cornea1 complicatione and. 10 per cent trichiasis. At 

present, 50 per cent of the population is affected., with 1 per cent evolutional 

com-plications an6 25 per cent, 3?d.C&t&QdGF, 

Acute blepharoconjunctivitis: Weeks or Morax type, .05 per cent a year on 

the a,verage. 

Gonococcic: .05 per cent. 

Cataract rind. blindness through varioue sources: 2 per cent. 

Nalaria: In 1943,.,on the average 25 per cent (chiefly at Murzug, Traghen, 

Brach, Edri and. 1IJad.i Ajal); in 1947, only 10 per cent; by 1950, malaria ITas 

practically non-existent, 

?Jrinary bilharziosis: 0.25 per cent every year, particularly in child.ren in 

the Jed.id. area. 

Intestinal parasitosis: (ascaris and oxyurie chiefly); 25 per cent because 

of dirty habits. 

Venereal d.iseasea: 

Gonococcic: 1 per cent of male patients, chiefly at the complications @taGe, 

Syphilis: 1 per cent of patients (rarely chancres), chiefly tertiary forme 

(nervoup and. cut&eous). 

Syphilis hored.itaria: .25 per cent found. d.uring regular visits (school 

child.ren and. babiee). 

Slrallpox: Endemic among the nomad.8 since 1942, Small local epid.emica among 

the settled. population, + 
1946 : 20 cases in the Shatti. . 

1947 : About 200 caees (centres at Tarut Semnu and. Ajal). 

Anti-emallpox vaccination: 

1946 1947 1948 1949 
18,800 7,122 6,365 4,247 ~ 

NeaBles: In 1947, from spring to winter, about 500 caflee in the whole 

territory with a mortality rats of 10 per cent chiefly among child.ren. 

/ Influenza: 
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Influenza: Epidemic in Wadi Ajal in 1945. 

Typhus: About 100 cases in the summer of 1947 at Ed.ri. 

Recurrent fever: violent epidemics in 194.3 and 1944 over -t;he whole territory 
with a mortality rate of 25 per cent in some villages, 

T~bsrc~lo~i~: 1 to 2 dases of pulmonary tuberculosis, fs to 6 cases Of 

extra-pulmonary tuberculosis, particularly in the joints and peritoneum 

Alcoholism: 5 to 8 cases of cirrhosis and chronic ethylism d-U0 to &!Pi, 

particularly in 'the Edri area. 

3. Steps taken to -prevent the spreading of epidemics: 

Trachoma: 

Children's egea are treate,d (by drops, etc.) daily and sys-t;rsn?atioUJ in the 

schools and when babies are brought for inspection, Treatment with 1O'blons of 

copper sulphate, lukazolen tablets, autohaemmotherapy with l'U::'5:5r .Itln! :' ji- 

conjunctival exoseptoplix and finally trabal and. Banas' oporationa for trlchiasls 

(140:a year on the average). 

Blepharoconjunctivitis: Lotions of argyrol or protargol, zinc sulphate and 

silver nitrate and yellow mercuric o&de ointment. 

Palasia: nuinacrine for use as a prophylactic is di&ributed. fsoe. Corriere 

are disinfected by quinine (injections or tablets), qbinacrine or prc;mQine, 

In addition, there are annual budget appropriations for the improvenxsnt of 

malarial regions. (S'tOGkin&f of springs and wells with fish, d.raFnina of Libche~ 

and temporary pools.) 

The wells are stocked with small fish (gambueia ), which feed. heavily on 

mosquito larvae, The results have been excellent and the prao-bice is beinG spread. 

i“ The appropriations used in the anti-malaria Campaign since 194.4 have been: 

1944 1945 1946 1947 XL348 1949 
Francs... 30,000 28,000 47,000 78,000 199,?6-0 252,000 

Smallpox-typhus: Preventive vaccinations. 

Measles and influenza: bolation of patients, rhinopharyngeal disinfection, 

/4* SWcial e~tabliahments: 
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,I+. Special establishments: 

There are none in the Fezzan. The clinics have wards for the isolation of 

contagious patients. 

E. Care for Nothers and. Children 

1. Welfare of mothers aEd. child.ren: 

The bud&et has included. an appropriation for such welfare since 1944. The 

appropriation r.over8: 

(a) The free d.istribution of tine of cond.en@d milk for frail or sick 

children or babies which cannot be breast-fed.. 

(I) The fre e monthly d.istribution of cloth and. cersals. 

These measure8 apply to all uhild.ren undoer 18 months regularly brought to 

eee the medical officers by their mothers. 

2. Naternity hospitals: Fezzanese women (except in the case of complica- 

tion8) are reluctant to consult mefiical officera for normal birtha; there are no 

maternity hospitals. Complicated pregnancies or birth8 are ,treated. at home o'r in 

the hospitals. 

3. Trea,tmont given to child.ren at school: 

Rqular anti-slrallpox vaccination. 

Inqection by the medical officer on each round., at least once a month. 

Measurements taken at each inspection. 

Eyes'bathed regularly by the teacher. 

Da-ily care for pupils on the flchool's medical register, given by the 

infirmary attendante as prescribed by the medical officer. 

F. Ked.ical Personnel. 

Recruitment ar,dl instruction: The hoepital orderlies are recruited. locally. 

They are placed. on probation for a minimum period. of 2 monthp with one of the 

med.ical officera (Sebha, Jedid., Brach and Nurz.Uq), Subsequently, every 2 years at 

lea&, they take a refresher course of 1 month, 

Reeults obtained.: The results obtained. are in general good.. The tjix 

hospital ord.erlies first class are able to give intravenous inject$ons and. the 

rest can give subcutaneous or intramuf3cular injections. All have some knowled.@ 

/ of the ccX.uncn 
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of the common d.rugs and. anti-smallpox vaccination, and. -I;hey are all trained. to 

set fracitures provision~ally. They can recognize the. chief epidemic diseases 

l&i.ch -t;hey bring -bo the notice of the med.ical officer on his peri0d.i.c visits, 

G. I-:ealth legislation and. general provisions. 

~a.ws reGula.ting pu%lic heal.i;h : In principle, the Pezzan is subject to the 

lzealth regulations in force in Algeria. In ad.d.ition, in the case of spid.emics, 

I-& Resident issues temporary regulations and. orders vacc-inations. 

Steps ,taken for the health ed.ucation of -the population: 
-.. Verbal propagar,d.a by the med.ical officers and. hospital ord.erlies. 
-- Demonstration of *the use of cond.enaed. milk and. nursing bo%-i;les. 
w- Ins-talla-l-,1on of shower baths in the hospitals and. schools. 
-- l3d.&at;ion given by the teachers to child.ren of schoolaC;e. 
-- Refusal of assistance in the case of -t;he repeated presentation of d.irty 

and. neglected. child.ren. 

13. Extent, and. effec-ta of prostitution. 

Prostitution existis throughout the Fezzan, particularly in the Nurzug area 

where morals have always been more lax. There are no houses of prostitution in 

t;he Fezzan viJ.la~ea hut, there are 76omen of easy virtue almosPt everywhere, who are 

-tracked. d.own when they infect men and. given compulsory %reatEent at a dispensary. 

I. Sanikaklon. 

(a) Springs aLd. d.istribution: In Z;he Fezzan villages, the inhabitants take 

their water d.irectly from one or more wells. There are no streams or springs 

(except in *I;he Shatt,i), The water comes from the water *bable and- is quite 

plen+2iful. 

(h) Analysis and. purifica%ion: The Trench carritidl out an analysis of the 

~ra%er on their arrival. Bacteriologically, i-t, is d.rinkable, except in the case Of 

the salty la.l&s; (J&.id., Mand.ara and. the sebkhras). 1" the Shatti and. at 3%ri 

part,icularly, the magnesium salt content gives it a brackish taste an& causes 

newly-arrived. Europeans aliGht d.iarrhoea. So far there has been no water-borne 

epid.emic disease. 

/CHAPTBRVlII 
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CHARTRR ‘VIII 

S CC IAL C ONDITIONS 

Ever since its arrival, the French administration has been concerned with 

finding a solution for the serious social problems existing in the Fezzan. As 

mentioned earlier in this report, the territory contains a few wealthy families, 

a minority of persons who are fairly comfortably off and a majority of workers 

with a very low standard of living, In 1943, most the population was under- 

nourished, 

Owing to the total absence of voluntary organizations (there is not a single 

Moslem charitable society in the Fezzan), the arlministration has had to take 

sole responsibility in fighting poverty, raising the standard of living of the 

population and preventing unemployment and. temporary emigration, which in all 

the Saharan oases is the consequence of unemployment. 

A. Welfare 

Since they are generally short of cash, the Fezzanese sell their grain as 

soon as it is harvested in order to be able to buy tea, sugar and clothing. 

They do the same with the date harvest. The poorest cannot even buy the tools 

that they need. Unless they receive financial assistance, they cannot subsist, 

between sowing and harvest time. Various annual loans are granted, all interest 

free, 

a) Loans of seed in the, form of winter grain: 

1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
Tons : 3225. 45.2 80.7, 77 75 
These loans are repayable, after the h@rvest, in cash or in kind in 

the borrower’s opt ion. 

b) Loans of dates: A portion of the dates collected under the tax payable 

in kind is also lnnt out during the winter, to be. repaid out of the following 

harvest, 

1946 1947 1948 1949 
Tons 200 100 120 120 

c) Cash loans: Agricultural loans in cash repayable at harvest time in 

cash or in kind are ‘granted to the farmers, 

1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 
Francs: 1,500,000 1,700,0.00 3,000,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 

/a) Tool vouchers: 
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d) Tool vouchers: These vouchers are for the distribution of hoes, sickles 
and "dalous" (leather bags for drawing water) to the very poor. 

e) Campaign against unemployment: In addition to the hydraulic works which 
are designed to extend the area of farming land and which employ a large labour 

force, there are Permanent road or building gangs where unskilled workers can 

always find work, 

B, Raising the standard of living of the lower classes. 

When the 'l?rsnch administration took over, there existed in the Fezzan a 

form of serfdom closely akin to slavery, It took the form of binding negro 

debtors to the land and employing them in the gardens for the heavy work of 

drawing water. In most ,cases they received as wages one quarter of the harvest, 

which was hardly enough to sustain life and certainly not enough to enable them 

to pay their debts. 

According tocxlstom in the Fezzan, the harvest was shared as follows: 2 

One-quarter for the jebbad' (drawer of water), 

One-quarter for the “dalou” (leather bucket used in drawing water), 

One-quarter for the seed, 

One-quarter for the land. 

The owner of the garden, who supplied the dalou and the se&, received 

three-quarturs *f the harvest for doing hardly anything, The jebbad on the 

other hand, after six months of hard work, was obliged, in order to subsist, 

either to steal from his master or to be satisfied with eating grated agul roots, 

since his share and the few 'perquisites allowed him by the landowner were 

far from sufficient, When his food-supply was exhausted, which usually happened 

a .few months after the harvest, he was forced to borrow from the iandowner in 

order to avoid dying from starvation. It was usually impossible to repay the 

debt in full out of the subsequentVharvest, LX if he did succeed, the debtor 

was forced to ask for a %ew loan within a month or two. The debt was carefully 

kept alive by the landowner, for it furnished him with a tool wherewith to 

enslave the agricultural worker, 
us early as 1944, a decision of the French authorities exempted the share 

of the jebbad from the tax in kind on grain. ITI 1946, another step by the 

a&yJniotration resulted in a revision of all the contracts between employers 

and workers on the basis of a two-thirds share to the employer ana one-thira 

to the worker, 

J. 1'. j ':' ,', / Since 
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Since artesian borings have made it possible to bring land which could not 

be cultivated before ( “mauta” property, i.e. unoccupied and untenanted land) into 

production, such land hagnybeen given over to the jebbadin as their olrn property. 

1n order to free them from/obligation to their former masters, the administration 

reimbursed the landowners for the debts contracted by the jebbad so that the 

latter could begin to work their new property free of any encumbrance, The 

administration also provided, free, the too& neecled for farm-ing, the dalou 

and the seed. The first experiment was carried out in the Traghen area whelqe 

200 plots ?f land suitable for cultivation after artesian boring were distri- 

buted to the jebbadin . 

Apart from the jebbad there are certain classes of Fezzanese society, 

such as agricultural workers and small landowners, whose conditicn is almost 

as wretched, Their lives can only be improved by the extension of irrigation. 

Social action on these lines is therefore closely bound up with the 

countryt s water system, The administration believes that irrigaticn ought to 

be extended since it constitutes the most effective means of improving the lot 

of the long-neglected majority of the territory’s population, 

Further particulars regarding the steps taken on behalf of the jebbad 

~911 be found in a note attached, 
(I 

‘2. Fezzanese Purchasing Group 

In ~948, a group of Fezzanese traders set up a company in the form of a 

co-operative for the purchase abroad and distribution vTithin the country of 

essential goods. The capital of the company (Chairman: Mr, Belgace?! Badi, 

trader at Murzug) comes from the following sources; 

a) Contributions from the Fezzanese village traders in proportion to 

population: 3 million j’rancs; 

b) Lean from the Government-General of Algeria: 5 million francs; 

c) Annual renewable advance from the SFezzan budget, The amount, which 

in 1947 was 5 million francs, was increased to 11 million in 1948 

and 10 mil1io.n in 1949 (the same a,mount is planned for 1950). 

This purchasing group can carry out banking operations, buy the goods needed 

by the Fezzanese at wholesale prices and build up reserv.es, Through the 

operation of an equalization fund, the prices of foodstuffs are the same through- 

out the territory, even in the most distant villages. The selling prices are 

/calculated ,$ 
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calculated according to the lowest rates. Althnugh a kilo pf wheat bought for 

21 francs in Tunis sometimes costs as much as 32 francs in transport charges, 

it is still sold to consumers at an average price lower than cost, The selling 
prices of cloth sold by this group are less than half of thosr quoted by ordi.nary 

traders : 80 francs as against 180 and 200 francs. 

The profit on the sales provides 3 per cent of the Fezzan budget in the 

form of market dues, but it serves chiefly to assist the poor and to bring down 

the prices )of staple f OOdS, 

D. Fundamen,tal Rights and Freedcms of the Individual 

1, I’reedcm of ‘religion: All the Fezzanese are Moslems. They have full 

freedom to practice their religicn. Fridays and Moslem feast days (Aid el Seghir, 

Aid el Kebir, Mulud, Ashura) are non-working days in the administrative services 

and on all public works, 

Facilities are granted to Fezzanese who wish to make the pilgrimage to 

Mecca. 

2. Freedom of thought: The laws in force place no restriction on freedom 

of thought, Although no papers are published in the Fezzan, those from 

Tripoli, Benghazi,Tunis and Cairo are free to enter. The formation of political 

parties is also free from all restriction. To date, no Fezzanese has requested 

permission to form such a party. 

3. Racial equality: The only Europeans serving in the Fezzan are French 

soldiers and civil servants, The problem of racial quality does not therefore 

arise. The Fezzanese can use the same means of transport as Europeans. They 

caa also own them. Existing legislation makes nu distinction between Fezzanese 

andron-Fezzanese, 

There was apparently no demonstration in the country in favour of r\r 

against the Italians at the time of their defeat. 

E. Conditions among the workers, 

A distinction should be drawn between wnrkers employed by the administration 

and those em-played by private persons. 

1. Workers erq-$oyed by the administration. These include gsr’manant 

workers who are attached to different posts and take part in the work of con- L_- 

struction, gardening, cleaning and repairingi regular workers who are attached 

/to gangs 



to gangs employed on building, hydraulic works and road repair;. domestic workers 

and lastly reserve workers, who are hired whenever many more workers are required 

for road gangs o,r water works. 

Permanent workers: 

These are paid by the month at the following rates: 

Mechanics (9) 26,500 francs 

Gardeners (10) 4,200 francs 

Shaush (6) 6,000 francs 

Messengers (3) 4,500 francs 

Master mason (1) 26,500 francs 

The permanent masons receive daily pay of 250 francs. 

All these employees arsa?titled to family allowances (200 francs a month 

for each child). 

Regular workers: 

These receive a daily wage of 150 francs. They are distributed as follows: 

Building 30 
Water works 60 

Tracks 72 

Reserve workers: 

The number varies according to the work in progress. The maximum has 

been 600 and tho minimum 200, They receive a daily wage of 150 francs, - 

Hours of woxk: The working day is 8 hours, Fridays and Moslem feast days 

are holidays. All workers are granted 15 days paid leave annually, They are 

given regular medical examinations. Treatment and drugs are free, 

Algerian uocial insurance provisions have been applicable to these workers 

since 1950. 

Work of women, young persons and children: No women are employed by the 

administration. Several young persons serve as domestic servants in messes or 

in European households. These posts are very much sought after, 

2. Frivate employees: These are agrioultura; workers and the jebbadin. 

The precariousness of their livelihood was referred to above, As an example, 

in the Ubari region: 

/A< ' jebbad 



A/1387 
Page 69 

A jebbad earns 90 kilos ?f grain, plus a few perquisites in kind 

for six months' work; 

A small lando>7ner, 150 kilos of arain; 

An average landowner, 180 kilos, 

A large landowner, 560 kilos, 

A weekly holiday has been made obligatory 'by the Iikench authorities, as has 

the annual 15 days leave. However, it has not yet been possible to regulate 

hours of work. These are governed by the drawing of water and vary with the 

output of the wells and the area of the plots. It is calculated that 12 working 

hours are needed for the normal irrigation of one garden. 
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NOTE ON TRE REVISION OF TEE CONTRACTS OF THE JEBBAD 

On the arrival of the French troops in the Fezzan, the attention of the 

authorities was drawn to the situation of the jebbadin (drawers of trater from . 

wells trith a pulley system; they work for the landowner) , After an exhaustive 

inquiry, covering more than 70 agricultural Centres, it was decided that the 

share of the jebbad in the harvest should be raised from one-quarter to one- 

third and that he should continue to enjoy all the benefits which had been 

granted to him before: 

The “gfiz” or 10th part of every 200 ki10s or thereabouts; 

The “dur” or grain sown over 3/4 of the land cultivated; 

The “gaz” or earth mixed with ears from the threshing floor; 

The “taudi” br handfuls of barley in the corners; 

The “hassida” or gleanings of the barley; 

The “hemil” or unharvested barley stem, etc. 

These meauures came into application as from the harvest of 1947 throughout 

the Fezzan, according to writ%en contracts drawn up under the supervisionof 

the chaoukh. 

Moreover, an order was given to the mudirs to prepare a statement of the 

debts of all the jebbadin before 15 October 1946 o 

Example of a new jebbad contract 

The jebbad. using a donkey which is his property at, a well belonging 

to his master (“shrik” by association) receives l/8 more than is stipulated in 

the contract of a jebbad who has “only his health” (physical strength) as the 

saying goes, 

Such a contract will therefore involve, as regards cereals: 

l/3 of the harvest as the share of the jebbad, 

l/8 of the harvest for the donkey, plus the perquisites kn0wn as 

the “awayyed” ( enumerated above). 

/Participation 
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Farticipation of the jebbad in the date harvest 

Except at Jeaidand in a very few centres in the Schatti, it was not cus- 

tomary to give the jebbad any share in the date harvest, It was decided 

throughout the territory that: 

1. The jebbad who waters the palms which he has fertilized ought to 

receive the best cluster of dates from each palm that he waters, 

i, The jebbad watering land without palms will receive the harvest from 

the three best palms of his "shrik"; 

3. The custcm of the "zerafa" or dates falling at thn harvest among the 

stems of the palms or "kern&f" remains unchanged; 

4. The custom of filling the basket brought by the members of the jebbad's 

family when the dates are cut also remains unchanged; 

5. The lending of dates at interest, nr 'faiez", is strictly prohibited. 

The jebbad's weekly rest period: 

The few hours leave which certain land owners allow the jebbad on Briday 

mornings (and then it is often to carry fertilizer or grass) are extended 

the whole of Friday, which is to be a day of complete rest. 



CHAPTER IX 

DEVELOPMENT OF !EIE FEZZAN 

The prospects for the development Of the Fezzan are twofold -- 

agricultural and commercial -- and are conditioned by the geoc.raphy and. economic 

history of the country. These prospects leave little room for ind~ustrie.1 

development. 

me Fezzan consists of a group of oases situated in the bottom of a 

vast depression approximately 800 km. in diameter. The rim of this depression 

consists o3 mountain ranges in some parts and of huge sandstone plateaux or vast 

stretches of assert in others. In the central region a grater-table fed by the 

rainfall in the surrounding region breaks through to the surface here and. there, 

me water comes to the surface, unaided by human effort, in oases which are few 

and far between. In most cases the water-table is 5 to 10 metres below the 

surface and at depths greater than 20 -.. 25 metres a much more abund-ant water- 

table occurs, 

This water enabled agriculture of a relatively c?eveloped type to be 

introduced and makes the Yezzan appear a land of great possibilities in comparison 

with the other Saharan regions, Although the stages in the economic history of 

the Fezzan cannot be clearly defined, it would appear clear that certain periods 

of peace in the past enabled the inhabitants to devote great care to agricultural 

works which the Fezzanese are still turning to account, It is difficult to find 

any other explanation for the existence of the large palm-groves which are one of 

the country’s main sources of wealth, 

But it would seem that during the centuries commerce gained a lead- over 

agriculture in the Fezzan . 

The Fezzan is situated at the ‘crossroads of the routes leading from the 

Mediterranean to the Central Sahara and thence to Equatorial Africa, In the days 

when the whole of the trade between the Mediterranean and the countries in the 

interior Of Africa was Carried by,caravan the Fezzan was an indispensable 

stopping-place on the easier and shorter routes, Agriculture was only the 

SeCondarj activity of the Fezzan, the backbone of the economy being the proft 

from trade movements , 

/The growth 



The growth of navigation along the African coasta considereycly reduced. 

this trade, The trade of the Fezzan no lancer leads to the sea but consists 

merely of trading between the Saharan populations, It is destined to develop 

anew as the quantity of products which the Fezzan can supply increases, It 

follows that the commercial development of the country depends on its acriculturo.1 

development. 

A. AGRICULTURE 

The agriculture. of the Fezzan, which for centuries was regarded. as a 

secondary activity, has not progressed as it might have done, 

The deficiencies of Fezzanese agriculture can be set forth in a few 

lines : water is plentiful and there is no lack op land, but the inhabitants 

numbering some 43,000 and almost exclusively engaged in agriculture, succeeded 

with difficulty in extracting Prom the soil, in two harvests ; 25,000 cuintals 

of cereals, a quantity far short of that required. to provide them with a normal 

diet. Not until 1930 will the first results of the efforts made by the French 

authorities to restore the agriculture of the Fezzan really be felt. The grain 

harvest in 1950 will exceed 50,000 guintals or more than 100 kg. per inhabitant. 

The quantity 01 meat consumec’ ?)y the population is almost negligible. 

$heir diet consists entirely of an averaee of L’iO kg, of dates per annum pl.US 

the cereals and is the.refore very unba+anced., The palm trees are almost uncared. 
4 

for and the working population therefore #,pends all. its time in producing; a grain 

crop which before 1950 was manifestly inadequate to meet the country’ s 

requirements, 

Every year since 1943 the administering Power has had to SUl?PlY the 

Territory with cereals in order to enable it tir subsist, 

A&cultural methods differ little from one place to another q There 

are no fields bu&‘:pnly “suani” gardens divided into small plots of an average 

area of 3 sq. m,, &ich are successively irrigated.. The tenants devote almost 

all their efforts to the drawing of water. At the highest -point in each garden 

there is a well with scaffolding which sup-ports pulleys and ropes c.ontrolli% 

the movement of a leather bucket known as the dalou, By their combined efforts 

/ one man 
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one man .and one donkey raise some 60 litres of water per mi.nute, P. task which 

they carry on monotonously throughout the day* A young man or young woman 

worlcing side by side with the water-drawer or Jebbad operates the irrigation 

ditches (“se&a”) and allows the water to flow in turn to the various plots in 

the garden, 

B, THE WATER PROBUM 

The most important of all the tasks undertaken by the administering 

Rower for the modernization of the Fezzan consists in freeing Pezzanese 

agriculture from its depend.ence on water-drawing by bringing the water to the 

surface by suitable mechanical means, 

The Territory has a large water-table which comes to the surface, l17, 

artesian forces , in the Shatti and the Hofra (Traghen) , A full geological 

survey of the region has disclosed the existence at these two points of an 

artesian water-table at a depth of 50 -- 100 metres in the Shatti and. of 4.0 -- 

80 metres in the Hofra. This water comes from vast watertables at estimated 

depths of 360 metres in the eastern part of the Shatti, 1500 metres in the 

western part of the Hofra and between 200 and. 1000 metres elsewhere, but no 

estimate of the effective output of water from the wells to be sunk can T:et be 

made I 

The administration made a preliminary experiment consisting in the 

replacement of the traditional well installations -- briefly described above -.. 

by motor pum.Jy , Of the 28 Bernard. motors brought to the Fezzan in 1347 only 5 

are still in working order, The cm t of one motor’ is 250, OOO francs, The cost 

of equipping all of the 6000 wells in the Fezzan with these motors would be 

1,500 million francs, and the high price of petrol (or other fuels ) i in a country 

where it has to be transported by lorry across some L’JOO km. of desert, would. be a 

heavy item in the cost of production, Lastly, the time is still far off when 8.11 

of the Fezzan’villages will have a mechanic capable of operating the motors 

properly, maintaining them and carrying out the necessary minor repairs a The 

I The technicians 



The technicians subsequently considered the possibility of using norias 

with plaited chains and buckets of palm fibre which could be manufactured 

locally a This type of noria is the only rustic device which can be used for 

the speedy conversion Of the Old installations. The problem of motive power 
is solved by the exiistence in the Territory of a herd of camels the number of 

which could easily be increased. This sytem has so far met with a lack of 

understanding on the part of the inhabitants who have no clear idea of the 

advantages of the noria as compared with the dalou. .However, the administration 
has not lost all hope of convincing them. On its instructions, an industrial 

firm has produced a model noria, in cast iron, which could be imported after 1950. 

The cost of this type of noria, including installation, would be some 

200,000 francs and the total outlay for its installation in the 600 wells in the 

Territory would emount to Some 1,200 million francs. 

At one time consideration waa also given to windmills which are very 

widely used in Tripolitania. These are much more expensive than the norias, 

as a water storage tank has to be built and upkeep is difficult. The cost of 

one windmill is 250,000 francs and the installation and storage tank involve a 

further outlay of 400,000 francs. The cost of constructing 1,500 windmills 

would be 975 million francs. 

There remained the most attractive solution, that is, artesian wells. 

A thorough survey of water resources in the Pezzan was carried out from 1944 to 

$946 by Messrs. LELUBRE, BELLAIR, MULLER and FEUGA, experts in Saharan 

hydraulics. They drew up a preliminary five-year plan for the sinking of 

shallow wells in the years 1946 - 1951, to be followed by a plan for the tapping 

of the deep water-tables in 1952 - 1957. 

Forty-one artesian wells have been sunk since 1944 with varying results. 

Thirty-two of them were sunk in the Shatti where the conditions were most 

favourable, ' In that region the water-thble is nearer the surface than in the 

other regions and the lando.lners are more alive to the possibility of improving 

their crops. 

It was experimental work carried out in the particularly poor region of 

Traghen (Shatti) which showed that living conditions in the Fezzan could be 

improved by solving the water problem. The three artesian wells sunk at Traghen, 

with a capacity of 135 cu. m., made it possible to make a free distribution of 

466 plots of land, each 625 sg. m, in area. The farmers were led to abandon 

/ their land 
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their land and re-settle around the new water points. A storage tank with a 

capacity of 180 cu. m. was constructed.. As a result, the water from one well 

can be stored during the night and can be uBed during the day together with the 
water which passes directly from the wells into the.irrigation ditches, 

The cost of one 100 metre artesian well is roughly 3 million francs, 

There are 30 villages or ncmad tribes in the Shatti and the cost of sithing 

wells in this region therefore amounts to 90 million francs. Plans have also 

been made for ten new wells to irrigate the lucerne fields which will provide 

the fodder required by the nomad herds -- this involves a further outlay of 

30 million francs. 

Fifteen wells at a cost of 45 million francs are planned for the Hofra 

(Traghen region). 
A deep well costs about 40 million francs. The water experts consider 

that 25 wells of this type should be sunk at a cost of 1,000 million francs, 

Thus, the total cost of sinking artesian wells in the Fezzan would be 

1,165 million francs plus 236 million francs for 17 test borings. 

During the next te;r. years the development of the Fezzan will be 

governed by the increase in the number of artesian wells, the resulting revival 

, of agriculture and the social adjustment to this teohnical revolution. The 
relatively large area of the "mawat" or wastelands will make development, easier 

by simplifying the land problem. 

The,inhabitants of the Fezzan, who will no longer be dependent upon I,, 
the drawing of water, will have to be given agricultural training. They will 

learn to use the implements provided to them, to work the soil more deeply, to 

care for their land, to adapt their crops to the soil, to use selected seeds and 

'to improve their "aeguia' so as to prevent the seeds from being washed away by 

the water. 

The rational organization of agricultural training will go hand in hand 

with the provision Of new facilities for the inhabitants. An agricultural 
centre will start to operate at Sebha in October 1950. 

It would seem that in the first programme for the sinking of artesian 

wells too much was made of the farmers? ability to adapt themselves and to use the 

larger water supply for the development of new land. The administration had to 

$ostpone the sinking of some wells until a plan for their use haa been drawn up 

and until the users had had time to familiarize themselves with this innovation. 

/ C. Political ' ', 



c. Politica, SBpects of the development of the Fezzan 

The French Administration. ha,s encoudered. certain. politics.1 difficulties 

in. its efforts to transform the a,gricultural economy of the country. The 

tra.ditiona.1 hydra.ulic methods were conducive to the ma.intena,nce of socia.1 conditiors 

in which two distinct cla.sses were opposed. to ea.ch other; on the one hand, the 

large s.n.6 medium la.ndowners , the successors of the la.rge merchants and the 

mercha.n.ts themselves, members of religious bodies, officia.ls an.d nomads who own 

s,lmost a.11 of the gardens and ha,ve them cultiva.ted, and on. the other, the 

“m&ta.yer” waster-dra.wers and labourers working for the members of the first cla.es 

af3scribed above. The jebbadin (wa,ter-dra,wers) were bound to their employers by a. 

debt system, ana their sta.tus wa.s therefore tha.t of serfs ra.ther than of free 

workers. The cla.ss of large and- medium landowners forms about on.e qua,rter cf the 

popula.tion, 1/ and the a.ctua.1 workers, three qua.rters.- 

In 1946 the French authorities in.cres,sed the jebbaa’s share of the crop 

to one third. It had previously been only one quarter, Further a.ction. sh?uld be 

ta.ken in, this connexion. a.s a, la,rge pa,rt of the Territory’s sma.11 income now goes 

to a. very sma.11 minority which contributes little, by iti work, to the proapeyity 

of the Fezzan. 

The distribution, of land a.roun& the new wells, pa.rticula.rly a.t Tra,ghen, 

was made for the benefit of the whole popula.tion and, a,8 a. result, the jebbadin 

became landowners once their debts ha.& been, paid by the administra.ti.on. The la.rge 

la.ndown.ers were aeprived of the usual labour for their gardens and were only too 

glad to a.ccept an. irriga,tea plot which they must now cultivate themselves. 

r/ The 1947 census gives the following figures: 

La,rge landowners : $732 

Medium landowners: 

1 One 
10,040) 

Sma.11 landowners : 13,lE 

Agricultura,l workers : 15,120 

Jebba,din: 7,640 

qua,rter of the popula,tion 

Three quarters of the popula.tion 
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The success of the technical revolution now in progress is bound. up 

with that of a veritable social revolution, on the completion of which qll the 

inhabitants of the Fezzan will be concerned as landowners to make the land they 

cultivate adequately pr0auOtm. 

D. The problem of the palms I__- 

Freed from the slavery of water-drawing, the Fezzar,e& wili have to 

learn how better to cultivate their palm trees so as to obtain a better yield. 

At the present time, the attention they give to their trees is con- 

fined to fertilizing them in Pay and. gathering the harvest in November and 

December. In no case are the trees cared for or pruned. The proportion OT 

trees totally neglect&d and therefore producing no crop is estimated. at more 

than 80%. 

Nevertheless, the annual fruit crop amounts to 13,000 tons, about one 

third. of which is sold to n0msd.s in the territory or from neighboring territories, 

A first effort has alrea’dy been made to increase production. 

Fertdlization has been extend.ed to a greater number of trees and certain pro- 

cesses derived from Algerian or Tunisian techniques have been taught to the 

Pezzanese. These steps should be followed. by a more elaborate plan for im- 

proving the quality of the fruit and. making it exportable. Owing to its 

, inferior quality, the Fezzanese date does not find a good market but has to be 

sold off cheap. While some results may be expected from the selection’ of native 

plants such as the Tassert and. Selaula, the primary objective should. be the 

systematic introduction pf new trees, particularly from Deglat, which pr0vid.e 

fruits that are universa1J.y esteemed, The study of the aoclimatization of 

various kinds should be spread over a period of fifteen years. The cost of 

introducing 3000 suckers and maintaining them for fifteen years would. be about 

65 million francs. The process of substituting these new plants for the old. 

trees will be long and. costly, It is not at present possible to give any 

estimate of the expense in figures. 

E. New cro$s 

T!he production of dates, a 

is not necessarily the true vocation 

heavy crop already abundant in the Sahara, 

of a country which can enege in the 

/produo tion 



A /1387 
Page 79 

production of much more lucrative crops. During the period. in which an attempt 

is to be, mad.e to adapt new kinds of palms, experiments dm,Aa. be conducted. with 

olive trees, apricot trees and. the various fruit trees, the cultivation of 

which on irrigated land. can be contemplated in hot countries. 

The cultivatitin of ‘tomatoes has alread.y yielded. good results. It ie 

to be increased. Dried tomatoes bring a price double that of wheat, Now that 

the cereal harvest is sufficient to provide the staple food,stuffs, increasing 

attention must be given to the growing of vegetables. 

Experiments have already been tried., and. will possibly be developpea., 

-M.th beans, flax, peanuts, tobbacco, the castor oil plant and various oleaginous 

plants. 

As said before, the d.evelopment of agricultural production in the 

Fezzan in the immediate future is entirely bound up with the question of water. 

‘Ihe main features of the solution which that problem damand.s have already been 

outlined., Experiments that may be regard.ed as conclusive have already been 

conducted, It is now for the geologists -precisely to d.emarcate the areas in 

which efforts should. be intensified,. A general survey of soils and water 

resources is now being made. It appears that the next well-boring operations 

will have to be carried. out in the particularly poor areas of Wadi A jel, 

Wadi Etba and the area between Nurzuq and Zuila. The introduction of new crops 

will depend. on the completion of this work. 

F. Trade 

The first objective of the revival 

providing the population with ad.equa te means 

me further execution of the water resources 

of B’ezzanese agriculture, that of 

of existence, has now been attained.. 

plan will soon prodace a surplus 

of exportable products which will make the Fezzan one of the suppliers of all 

the population groups in the central Sahara. Thanks to its geo@aphical situ- 

ation, the territory has enjoyed. prosperity in the past. A relative flourishing 

economy at that time won it the name of “Granary of the A j jer”. To-day it 

entertains the ambition of soon becoming the “Counter of the Sahara” in the 

sense in which that word. is understood in the population centers of southern 

Algeria and southern’ Tunisia, where the grocer is the only trad,er and the 

su,pplier OP all consumer goods. 

/ .* At the 



At the present time, the commercial life of the Fezzan functions as 

follows . Textiles, tea, sugar, oil, wool and. miscellaneous gO0d.s come in from 

Tunisia or Trip2litania. These products are exchanged for cash, or, when they 

are brought in by nomads, for dates, 

Part of the commodities is consumed. in the Fezzan; while the’ rest 

passes throu& Ghat to the Sudan, Air, Damergu and. the countries of 1Tigeri.a or 

through Gatrun to IZuar, Kanem, and the regions of Chad, Tibesti, Borku, Wa ‘ai 

and Darfour. 

In exchange, all these countries of central Africa send. to the Fezzan 

hides, manufactured. good.8, butter from Chad., coffee and. textiles, which are con- 

sumed. in the Fezzan or redistributed. Some merchants, mostly Tripolitaniane or 

Tunisians, make large profits, completely unrecorded in the statistics, on the 

sale of Saharan consumer goods, some of which are produced. in the Sahara while 

others are imported. European goods. The origin of the trade in European pro- 

ducts is the difference in pribes charged. in the various areas bordering on the 

Sahara, a difference which in turn is due to the fluctuation of rates of 
- 

currency exchange, 

While the vicissitud.es of political life in the Fezzan have occasionally 

seriously interfered. with interchange, they have never completely interrupted it, 

Since the opening of the frontier between Libya and. the French Sahara, Fezzanese 

trade has again turned in that direction, and. the traditional routes are ex- 

periencing renewed activ3ty. 

The prospects of agricultural development in the Fezzan offer a 

guarantee of the future of these routes. They should be the normal channels for 

the movement towards the countries of the Sahara of the food.stuffs, mainly 

cereals and vegetables, which, alone of all the desert countries, the Fezzan 

can supply in sufficient quantities. In the trade now carried on, transit 

operations are most important, ,while the export of surplus Fezzanese products 

produced in the Fezzan is of merely incidentai significance, but the positions 

should gradually be reversed.. 

G. Road. Traffic 

To make the development of read. traffic possible, the administering 

Power has been end,eavouring to maintain the network of tracks and to regulate 

the traffic. 
/A d.Q%ct 



A track between Sobha and Brach across the Zellaf has made St possible 

to reduce the distance between these two centres from 200 to 70 kilometres. The 

track leading to south Tunisia and Gabcs ha:' been remade, particularly between 

Derj and Bir Ghazeil. A new track has been constructed connecting Derj with 

Edri and running through Awinet Wenin, thus reducing the distance from Gabes to 

Sebha by 200 kilometres. Already in 1948 two scrapers, three bulldozers, one 

motorgrad-er and B, leveller were in permanent service on this road, work on the 

remaking of which will be completed in 1950. Then work will be done on the very 

important tracks leading in one direction towards Ghat and in the other towards 

Gatrun and Korizo. The section of the track between Gatrun and Un el Araneb has 

already 'been prepared. 

The Fort-Lamy-Gatrun-Sebha route is already used regularly by the Chad 

traders. Since 1548 experiments have been made with a commercial road connexion 

from Tun3.s to Lort-Lamy, the ~eme route as that followed twice a mcnth from 1943 

to lY4b by the motor supply convoys of the Leclerc army. 

In the autumn of 1950 a relay pojt will be established at Sebha on the 

'Tunis-Fort-Lnmy commercial route, with a fleet of lorries and a large repair 

shop. The opening of regular traffic by motor convoy with the Chad will restore 

to the Fezzan part of its former commercial importance and consitierably enlarge 

the territory's economic prospects. 

H. Air Traffic 

Vhile Saharan trade in general should profit by the restoration of 

connexions with the Fezzan, a new trans-continental trade should enable the 

Fezzan to recover its function as a stopping-point which it helduntil the 

beginning of the century. With the development of air services, the Fezzan has a 

chance of gaining a place on the great highways of world trade. 

Sebha ia in fact on the direct route leading from the countries of 

Western Europe to the countries of central. Africa. Normally, the Fezzan would 

be traversed by the routes: Paris-Brazzaville, Paris-Tananarive via Zouar and 

Nairobi, Brussels-LeopoldTillG, and Tripoli-Kane. The adoption of this route 

would shorten by 600 kilometres the Paris-Brazzaville CrOSsing as at Present 

operated, and the Paris-Tananarive crossing by 1000 kilometres. In addition, 

atmospheric conditions are generally more favourable over the Fezzan than in the 

more western parts of the Sahara, I . 
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The main airfields have already been equipped. The three principal 

aerodromes al; Ghadames, Sebha and Ghat already have radio direct ion-f inding 

equipment’ , modem radio transmitters and meteorological stat ions. The marklng 

of the runways, which is satisfactory at Ghadames and Sebha, will have to be 

imprcved at Ghat a 
The first urgent task will. be to mark out two runways on the 

auxiliary airfields, which have generally up to the present been marked 

ret tangularly only. This incidentally; must also be done for the airfields 

in French Equatorial Africa, The north-south line will thus be marked off 

at the following points: Derj, Bir Ghazeil,. Awinet and Wig al Seghir, In 

French Equatorial Africa, where Large&u and Fort Iamy are the princt$al 

aerodromes, subsidiary aerodromes already exist at Wur, Zuar, Scherdas, 

Korotoro and MussoroI 

Once this essential work has been done, the civil aviation services 

must. be induced to do something about the breakdown equipment, at present very 

rudimentary, at each of the main aerodromes. 

Hotel accommodation is already satisfactory: there are suitable 

hotels now at the Sebha and Ghadames stops. 

I, Secondary Economic Activities 

The main purpose is to make of this territory, which before the last 

war was regarded as the miserable hinterland of a relatively rich coastal belt I 

a group of oases able to assume a pro-eminent posit icn in the framework of the 

Saharan ,economy owing to the abundance of their situation from the point of 

view of commerce, 

The essential importance of agriculture and trade in the Fexzan 

should not lead one to ignore a’number of secondary economic activities the 

development of which will contribute to the country’s prosperity, 

(a) Stock-raising, 
‘, ’ 

Stock-raising is still in a rudimentary state. Pasture la.nd is too 

scarce to provide nourishment for large herds, Statistics (the accuracy of 
which, by the way, is doubtful) provide the following f‘igures: 12,000 sheep 
and goats, 6,000 donkeys and 5,000 camels. 

/The settled population 



T 

A/J.387 

- 83 - Page 83 

The ssttled population is chiefly interested in the ralsing of 

donkeys, whose part in the drawing of water has been explained above. They 

are fed largely on dates. During recent years the administration has 

regularly imported Tibesti donkeys, which are particularly robust and well- 

adapted to the desert. 

The sheep and camel-raising on the other hand Is largely confined. 

to the nomadic populations, which move their flocks across the areas 

bordering on the Pezzan basin: arabic-tzed Berbers of the northern tribes, 

Tebus from the districts of French Equator1alAfrica, and Tuaregs from the 

Algerian frontier, These groups move fscm one country to another without 

heeding frontiers. It is difficult to estimate' their size. They are -thought 

to amount to about 5,000 persons. The name Fezzanese is reserved to the 

settled population, and is not applied to the nomads. 

The stock-raising 5n which they engage is intended almost exclusively 

to supply their own consumpt%on requirements,, and only when forced by necessity 

can they be induced to sell their animals. To assist them to increase their 

flocks, the watering points where, for any reason, the water supply has failed 

or is polluted should be put in order. Thus the Blr En Nahia and Bir Mangul 

wells in the Hamada el Homra ha';re been restored. In some cases new wells will 

have to be dug, On the whole, however, it is difficult to see how nomadic 

stock-raising could be made to contribute to the economic development of the 

Fezzan without forcing the populations concerned to adopt a semi-settled mode 

of life, To the extent to which the great nomadic proprietors who live on the 

labour of their jebbad are deprived of their income, this transformation will 

take place automatically, Every time irrigated lands are dWtrLbuted in lots, 

porticns will be assigned systematically to those of the nomads who are already 

established in the villages (the Guirza well among the Megarha; lucerne fields 

in years of drought). As reg;F..rds the remainder of the tribes, it will be 

necessary, in so far as they are amenable to new methods, to establish at every 

agricultural experimental station a stock-rafsing centre where demonstrations 

will be given of the care of stock. At the same time these centres will 

encourage the development of a settled type of stock-raising which, however, 

must always be on a somewhat small scale. 

/ In present 
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In present circumstances, the oasis Fezzanese have only a small number 

of sheep. Their flocks must be increased to'provide the population with a 

better-balanced diet than it now enjoys. The development of forage crops is 

the principal condition to the introduction of a family type @&8@%f stock- 

raising capable of satisfying the country's meat requirements, The establish- 

ment of a sheep population of 50,000 within 10 years may be regarded as a 

reasonable objective , Experiments &vine satisfactory results have been made 

with the introduction of the long-tailed barbary sheep, the features of which 

are so perfectly adapted to the Tunisian climate. 

The camel herds of the settled population must increase at a similar rate. 

If the use of norias can be' developed, the Fezzanese should have a camel popu- 

lation of about 20,000 living on dates of inferior quality. 

(b) Craftsmen. 

The increase in the number of sheep will provide the craftsman class with 

a more abundant and cheaper raw material than that offered by the nomadic 

populations. Wool and hides are very important in the various crafts, which 

in the Fezzan are little developed. 

Most craft work is done by the family or at most within the village. 

Products rarely pass from village to village. None are sent out of the Fezzan. 

At Brach and Jedib sandals and slippers are made; at Jedib, Semnu and 

Traghen, reed mats; at Temessa, textiles; at Gatrun and Tedjeri, articles made 

of esparto grass. Pottery techniques are particularly rudimentary. The art 

of baking clay is unknown in the Fezzan, 

' Owing to its central situation and its relatively advanced position with 

regard to the development of craft techniques, Murzug already has a centre 

where some ten mastercraftsmen in leather are assembled at one place and work 

under the head of a craftsmen's guild. The volume of production is not great, 

but the products are interesting from the artistic point of view: some finely 

executed objects such as embroidered leathers might well find outlets in the 

Mediterranean countries and in Europe, 

An apprenticeship centre for carpenters, cartwrights and mechanics will 

as a matter of course find its place beside the 'repair shop which the road 

transport company operating the Tunis-Fezzan service is to set up at Ssbha. 

Owing to this proximity, the operational expenses of the apprenticeship centre 

will be considerably reduced, 
/ C. Miscellaneous 

', , j : 
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5, Miscellaneous haub5e~ v-v- .-.....-- 

Fezzanese production has not hitherto involvea the operation of any trans- 

forming inaustry . =itudieS lw.de in COnEexiOn with the distillation of dates &,Qe 

been abandoned. because (of the uneconomic nature of the operation. 

The pezzan already i;ossesaen dn extractive inkstry, thou@ a rather small 

one, the soda industry. About IL00 tons of this carbonate of fXJd.3, collcctea 

froin lake surfaces in the (ktlxwi area is expx~tecl annually to Tri~?oli or Tunis. 

I~arl~ets have never been Wry numerous,/??does not seein possible to find others 

than those prOvid@d by the tObaCC0 factories of' Xg'gpt, Tripotitania, Tunis 

;md .b lgeria. Production may be increased without difficul$y, since the extrac- 

tive processes are simple and the raX material comparatively abundant; but 

before anything is done in this connexion, outlets for the increased production 

must be found. 

The question of petroleum, is still in thqrealm of conjecture, The contra- 

dictory statements of geologists a0 not make it possible to form a definite 

the Fezzanes sub-soil. 
b opinion of the oil-bearing potentialities of 

If. COl!ELUSTONS 

The drawing-up of a development plan for the Fezzan was a relatively 

simPlc matter, owiq chiefly to the fact that the country's economy was 

essentially a@?icultural and dominated by geo@'aPhic and historic conditions 

common to all the oasis areas of the Sahara. 

The immediate objective set by the French authorities as soon as the 

occupation of the territory commenced has been attained: to enable the 

pezzanese to ~IIJICI. on their ovm sol1 sufficient resources to ensure their 

subsistence, to inlpress upon a people living In wrotchea material conditions 

‘Wd in constant fear of a return to the time of insecurity that they are part 

Of a communit:r capable of development, to put a stop to the most flagrant 

social inequalities and to organize the first stages in education, Public 

health and hygiene, 
The second -purpose of the administration is to increase the agricultural 

capacity of the country by a long-term water sup@y policy meking it possible 

to cultivate fresh lad an& restoring to this territory its former important 

Place in the great movements of African trade. 

/This purpose 
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This purpose will be accomplished only to the extent to which the Fezzm 

has Sufficient human and material r8SOUrCeS. 12-l preSent CirCUmStSXlCes, the 

territory can supply only a small portion of either. ' 

The Fezzm has no technical expert, no university graduate, and the 

number of persons capable of assuming responsible positions in a modern organi- ?I 
zation is extremely small. 

The equipment of the territory cannot be financed out of the Fezzanese 

budget, the ordinary resources of which will for long remain slender. The 

development of the Fezzan can be ensured only be the influx of'capital from 

abroad. The special conditions governing the economy of the Sahara'imply 

that any advances that are made will not yield a return for a long time. 

The a&ninistering Power is of the opirdon that in the territory's present 

circumstances, and. for the purpose of promptly and rationally utilizing the 

resources available, multiple-purpose centres should be established to act 

as .points for the dissemination of ,knowledge. The jointly undertaken and 

often overlapping efforts of the mudirs, teachers, medical officers and 

agronomists will be repeated in the neighbouring villages by monitors, hospital 

attendants and agricultural monitors whose own knowledge is still undeveloped, 

but who will in the end carry out the most urgent work. 

The geographical situation of these centres will for practical purposes 

be determined both by the distribution of tho population and considerations 

-of water supply. Of the comparatively developed villages those will be chosen 

where water can be brought to the surface without effort and. where consequently 

men can be relieved of the work of drawing water and instead apply themselves 

to the business of developing new land. 
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