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CONSERVNI'ION ANl lJTIl,ILA'lllO~ OF :'ir'I~-AGRlrll}lURAL RESCUR",ES

Action taken under Council resolution 345 (XII)

Report by the S~cretary-General

1. 'Ibis report is the fi fth to be sutmitted in accordance \>';.th the Economic

and Social Council's requpst that the Secretary-General furnish to each session

a statement of spec ific plans and action takt'n in l'cmpliance with

resolution 345 (XII).

Action at Headquarters and related activities of ehTerts

2. With reference to that part of the resolution whlch concerned the ~vey and

inventory of non-agricultural resources (part A) the Secretary-General informed

the Ceuncil at its sixteenth session (dccUffient E/2442) that the ad hoc ccmmittee

of experts established to study various aspects of the matter of conservation

and utilization of iron ore rCGources had Leen convt--ned for a first, preliminary

meeting to consider questions concerning the scope of the technical papers

assigned to the participants, points of terminology and the general stru~ture of

the joint report. This meeting took place at Headquarters, ,15-19 June 1953,

following which thp. members of the Cc~ittee have ccmpleted the preparation ef

their individual technical papers along the lines then agreed upon and have had

them exchanr;ed, through the intermediary of thE~ Secretariat, for mutual study.

The second and final meeting will be held at Geneva, 9-26 March and will be

devoted to the drafting and adoption of the jcint refort. It is expected that

this report will be before the Council at i~s eighteenth session.
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3. Pr~liminary researcb concerning problems of the non-ferrous meta~s industry

in i,Ilder-developed countries has been conducted by the Secretariat and a report

i~ in preparation.

4. 'The Secretariat is also IJursuing studies on the econcmic aspects of energy

prcduction and ul,ilizatinn if. the und.er-developed countries.

5. As regarrl3 part B of n::t»lution 345 (XII), authorizing the Secretary-General

to unde rtake, upun the n (Iuest (if MEr:lber ~3tatcs, explorations with respect to the

Eolding of internati""Lal ('(Jnferpnces on particular resources or resource problems,

no netien tas tecn tl1kC'n irnsr..uch a~ r.C' su~h reqt:E:sts tnve been forthcoming.

6. With reference to tLt- Council's resolution 417 (XIV), dealing with

international co-operation in matters of' water control and utilization, it will.-
be r~ealJ.ed that the ~ecretary-Generalwas re~uested, inter alia,. to prcmo~e

the development of basic water resource data in furtherance of co-ordinated and

co-orerative action in this field ar.cl in implementing Council resolution 3'.5 (XII).

In view of the importance attaching to such action under resolution 463 (XV) of

the ('ouncil, the Secretury -General is seeking the services of an expert of

internationally recognized cumlJf;:tenc i.n the matter of' multipurpose utilization

of watt:r rescurces and wi tL expo.. r ience of related work in under-developed

countries to acciot in the preparation of 8. repvrt with recOImlendations on the

internati0~al co-ordication of water resource devel~~ment erdeavours.

Regional ac~ivities

7.' 'The Econcmic Ccrrmi SS101. fe"!' Asia sed the Far East has pursued its review of

current mining activiti~s in the region, inclUding discoveries of new mineral

deposiL"nd studies on ~,eh:(_'tt~ri mineral resources, mineral disccvery and

extraction mctbcns, as well as ::-:tudies of cC'al and iron ore utilization. Work is

also C(JLt iuuing cri thE:: ip\"€ 1~pr.ellt c ,f water rescurces, including technical

studies roncerning internat10I!al rivers. A conference on water resources

develofmeLt is to t~ held in Tl)kyo iD May 1954, and a training centre in this

field is planned for 1955 ill c0-oreration with the Technical Assistance

Administrati~)n, the .h~crt :JI.d h1c"ricultui.'e Crganization and the Horld Health

)rgnnil.n t"i0n. A study t;L ,:'()-(lrdillutf'U develofment of hydro and thermal power and

iutegraVOId power dcve10rmer.t has be~n ccmpleted. FC'AFE plans to study the

hyclrv -t: l.p.l'tric PC.Jtf'LtiaJ l t' each ccuntry.

Q



a

R

E/2545
English
Page :3

8. By virtue of resolutions adopted by the Econcmic Ccrrmission for Latin

America at its fifth session the Secretariat of the Commission is examining

sources and utilization of raw materials for iron and steel transforming

ifidustries in the countries of the region. Further, a study on chemical

industries in Latin America has been initiated, dealing, inter alia, with

availability of raw materials and proble~s of their utilization. Work has also

been started o~ an over-all survey of existing and potential energy resources in

Latin America.

9. Technical working parties of the Econcmic Ccmmission for Europe have

continued work on coal classification and solid fuel utilization. ECE 1s also

continuing work in such fields as development of hydro-~,~r~"'ric resourCf::S tlod

transmission of electric power across frontiers.




