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" 8. UNIon OF SOVIET SOCIALIST mlPUB4rCS

Letter from the Permanent Representative to the Un:lted nations,
. dated 22 March 196.i -

LOriginal: ~ssia:iJ

••• The Miss~on is authorized to state that the Government of the USSR supports

the convening of the Committee and regards the question before it a·s an

important one.

As experience has sho~r.n,.the absence of a clear definition of aggression

plays into the hands of those Powers ivh1ch pursue a policy of intervention in the

internal affairs of other states. and which, in order to achieve their ends" even

resort to the use of armed force. This is especially clear at the present time,

when the United States ef America is' invoking international law in an attempt to

justif,y ~ts bombing of the territoT,Y and people of the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Nam, The ceaseless provocative acts of the imperialist states against the

young developing countries are creating an alarming and dangerL;.lS si:tuation in

ma·ny pa.rts of the world, as for example, in the Congo (Leopoldville). Under

these circumstances, a definition of aggression which gives concrete expression

to the relevant provisions of the United IlJ'ations Charter might help. to check the. .
aggressor and maintain international peace and security.

The Soviet Union" in the belief that the adoption of a definition of

aggression.,"Would be in the interests of all 'peace-loving ~tates, has supported and

continues to support the formulation of such a definition. To that end. the

Soviet Union has already submitted concrete pl"Opo;:;als for consideration 'b".r

United Nations organs. It should be noted, hO~lever, that such a definition has

not so far been fon,nulated - tor reasons which there is clearly no need to touch

upon in this letter. Moreover" work on its formulation has halted altogether.

The Soviet Government considers it essential that the work of defining the

concept of aggression shoUld be resumed by the Ur~ted Nations.

I should be grateful if you Yould circulate this letter to all Members of

:t;h~ United Nations •

•••
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