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I , INTRODUWION

1. In its resolution 421105  of 7 December 1987, the Qeneral Assembly  requested
the Secretary-Qeneral to propoar a draft agenda for the meeting of the persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies and to submit a report on that meeting to
the Qeneral Assembly at its forty-fourth session. The meeting was held in Qeneva
from 10 to 14 October 1988 and its conclusioaa  and recommendations were made
available to the Qeneral Assembly for preliminary consideration  at.its forty-fourth
session and subsequently issued as an official document of the Assembly (A/44/98).
It is resolution ~31115 of 8 December 1988, the Qeneral Assembly requested the
Secretary-Qeneral, inter, to convey the conclusions and recommendations of the
meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies to the Commission on
Human Rights at its forty-fifth session and requested the Commission to report to
the Qeneral Assembly at its forty-fourth seesion, thrc lgh the  Economic and  Soc ia l
Count i 1,

2. In accordance with the foregoing resolutions, information concerning the
actions taken in reepect to those conclusions and recommendations at or since the
forty-fifth session of the Commission  on Human Rights is being submitted to the
General Assembly in the present report. The suggestions concerning the conclusions
and recommendations of the meeting, contained in the reports of the Commission on
Human Rights, the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cf?ltural Rights , the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the
Gztiup  of Three, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
and the Committee against Torture, are also summarised herein.
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II, SPECIFIC ACTIONS INITIATED

3. Au requested by the Qensral Assembly  in paragraph 15 (a) of 14s rasolution
43/115 and by the Commission on Human Right4 in itr resolution 1989/47,  the
Seoretary-Qeneral  entruted an indagendent  expert with the task of preparing a
study on possible long-term approaahes to ekhancing the effeat&ve  operatioti of
existing and prospeative  bodies established under United Nations human rights
instruments. Thie study is expected to be available to the Qeneral Assembly at its
forty-fourth session.

4. A task force has been appointed, pursuant to paragraph 1 of Commission on
Human Rights resolution 1989146,  to prepare a study on aomputeriaing, as far as
possible the work of the treaty monitoring bodies in relation to reporting, with a
view to increasing efficienoy and facilitating compliance by States parties with
their reporting obligations and the examination of the reports by the treaty
bodies. The first meeting of the task force was held in Qeneva from 26 to
30 June 1989. The task force identified and mada a thorough review of all the
relevant materials and faators having a bearing on its mandate and reached
agreement on all of the non-technical elements of the study. A second meeting of
the task forae to finalise the study is expected to be aonvened in Qeneva  this
f a l l . The Secretary-Qeneral intends to submit a report on the results of the work
of the tank force to the forty-sixth session of t1.e Commission on Human Rights, to
be held from 29 January to 9 Mcirch 1990.

5. Aa recommended by the Chairpersons and in accordance with Qeneral Assembly
resolukion 431115,  the Secretary-Qeneral requested the treaty bodies to consider
the possible  consol idation of their  respective guidel ines governing the init ial
part of the reports of States parties, A revised draft text of such consolidated
guidelines, based on an earlier proposal of the Secretary-Qeneral (see document
A / 4 0 / 6 0 0 ,  para. 21) and reflecting the views of the Human Rights Committee, the
Committee  on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination, the Committee against Torture and the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women, han been approved by the hrunan rights
treaty bodies that have had the opportunity to consider it. I t  i s  expec ted  that  a
final text will be agreed to by all of the treaty bodies in 1990. The
Secretary-Qeneral intends to convey the final text of the consolidated guidelines,
as approved by the treaty bodies, to the Qeneral Assembly at its forty-fifth
s e s s i o n , The adoption of such consolidated guidelines is expected to alleviate
significantly the reporting burdens of States who are parties to several
international human rights instruments by making it possible for them to ful ill
their  reporting obligations in respect  of t h e  init ial  part  of  their  reports  by
submitting the same core document to the various treaty bodies. A copy of the
draft  consol idated guidel ines  is  contained i n  the annex.

6 , The finalisation of a detailed reporting manual to assist States i n  the
fulfi lment of their  reporting obligations iu receiving  priority attention and
drafting work on the manrlal  has been initiated. The United Nations Institute for
Training  and Research (UNITAR)  expects  to  have a  text  avai lable  for  circulation to
the various treaty bodies by the end of 1989.
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7. Several treaty bodies havo taken action on recommendatlonb  designed to
expedite the tirllaly and effective consideration of periodic reports, by deoiding  to
ab>oint individual rapporteure ar.d/or to establish pre-sessional working groupe.

I I I . VIEWS AND SUQQESTIONS

8. The Commission  on H u m a n  R i g h t s  a n d  the treaty bodies were generally supportive
of the Jonclusions  and reoomn)endationu  of the meeting of Chairperrona,  in
partiaular of those identified as requiring urgent action, and they made a number
of  spec i f i c  suggest ions  in  r e s p e c t  of  some  o f  t h e m ,  a 8  fo l lows8

(a) In paragraph 3 of its resolution lQRQ/47, the Commission on Human Rights
noted that the Qeneral  Assembly# in 80 far  as a n y  of the t reaty bodies  may be
experiencing financial difficulties, could consider alleviating those dit f icultias,
m, by the temporary allocation of necessary funds by way of advancer out
of the United Nations regular budget which will be reimbursed from the
contributions received within tho same budget yearr a procedure to be rspeated
until such time ae a permanent solution to such difficultlea  can be implemented)

(b) In connection  with the recommendations concerning the financing of human
rights treaty bodies and the provision of additional staffing and other required
resouroes, whioh were stronqly endorsed by all of the treaty bodies, the Committee
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women suggested specifically that
additional staffing resources should be provided for drafting reports, for
translation services, and for carrying out necessary research and other tasks in
prepartion of each session. The Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination also recommended specifically that the Secretary-Qeneral should be
authorired by the General Assembly to ensure the financing of the expenses of the
members of the Committee on a temporary basis from the regular budget, until such
time au a permanent solution is found to the existing financial difficultiest

(c) Regarding the recommendation concerning the provision, on a regular
basis, of technical assistance and advisory services to assist States parties in
fulfill ing their reporting obligations, particularly regional or sub-regional
training courses on the preparation and submission of reports, it was specifically
suggested that resources should be made available to hold at least one or two
workshops annually in different regionsr that the possibility of obtaining
resources from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), when so requested
by a State party, for the provision of technical assistance  in complying with human
rights reporting obligations should be explored) and that the treaty bodies should
formulate practical proposals to the Centre for Human Rights to facilitate the
submission of reports by certain States.
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1. Thir reation  should  contain information about the main ethaia and demographia
aharaatoristias of the aountry and its population, aa well as suah soaio-economic
and aultural indiaatora  aa get capita inaomr, grow national produat, rate of
inflat ion,  external  debt,  rate of unemployment,  literaay rate and rel igion.  It
rhould also inaludr information on the population by mother tongue, life expectancy
and infant mortality.

2, Thir motion  rrhould  describe briefly the politiaal history and fremework, the
type of government and the organisation of the exeautive,  legislative and judicial
organs.

framgwork wiww a r e  urou

3. This seation  should contain information on1

(a )  Whiah  jud ic ia l , administrative or other competent authorities have
juriodiation affeating human righter

(b) wt remedies are available to an individual who alaima that any of his
rights have been violated; and what system8  of compensation exist for viatimst

(c) Whether any of the rights referred to in the various human rights
instruments  are protected either in the Constitution or by a separate bill of
right8 and, if 80, what provisions are made in the Coaatitution  or bill of rights
for derogations and in what circumetanaeer

(d) Whether the provisions of the various human right8 instrument8 can be
invoked before, or directly enforced by, the courter  other tribunals or
administrative authorities or whether they must be transformed into internal laws
or administrative regulations in order to be enforced by the authorities concerned,

4. This section should indicate whether any opecial efforts have been made to
promote awareness among the publia and the relevant authorities of the rights
contained in the various human right6 instruments. The topice  to be addressed
should include the manner and extent to which the text8 of the various human rights
inatrumente  have been disseminatedt whether ruch texts have been translated into
the local language or languages; what goverxuneut  agencies have responsibility for
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preparing reports and whether they normally receive information or other inputs
from external aourae8J  aad whether ths content8 of the repwts are the rubject of
pub110  debate.


