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JHROVAL OF mE REPCM 'l'O BE S1.JBMI'rrm TO 'mE OEmRAL ABSJNBLY (continued)

~ort on ec011W:c cq.."1ditious iD 1Ton.e~lf=Gg!eflUna Territoriel ~f.IAlJ.'5/I..185)

Mr. GIDDlIi (United Kingdom) said that although his delegation bad been

a member ot the SutJ-eODD1ttee he had a tew critici8ZD1 to make ot the report.
FirstlyI Vbile he Sl'preciated the ditf1cult task ot the Sub-eazlDittee aDd the

canplex nature ot the subject matter I 1\ vu regrettable that so much economic

terminology had been used 1n the report; 1t should be possible to state the

principles ot eoonomic the,ry in a more readily understandable torm. . -.

Secondly, despite the effort. of the United. Kingdom aDd lcae other'

delegat1ons, the report seemed to oversimplify and generaJJ.ze certain problems

and ideas which needed to be approached Vith SaDe caution and reserve.

Thirdly, the report contained a n\Dber ot obscurities I some of which m1ght

give rise to m1s1nterpretationc. It would be recalled that, in its t1nal

paragraph, the 1951 rep~rt hsd deelm"ed that its aim wu to assist the

Administering Powers. The United Kj.nsclan delegation felt that the p.t"esent

report would not Sive that impression when it reached the hands ot colonial

e.dm1nistrators.

The Sub-eamuttee had had an extreinely ditficult task to perform in a very'

limited time. That its work had be,n so successful had been due to the

harmonious spirit that had prevailed in the Sub-eonmittee and more particularly

to the great skill ot its Chairman.

Mr. YANG (China) said that hie delegation vas in g6neral asreement nth

the report, Which f'ully reflected IUld visely 1nt-erpreted ·the Ccmn1ttee '. v1ewe~

Mr~ PIGNON (France) &D80c1ated hie delegation-with the United K1ngdca

representat1ve t s oeauendation of theSub-comm1ttee's work and in particUlarot

the work of it. Cba1rman. He agreed, however,' that acme pusages in the

SUb-camnittee's r~ort· were. worded obscurely and that the tone Was often didactto.'

In dealing With ccmplex problems ,common t',,·& wide variet)'ct Territories

categorical 8tatements were out of place. For example, the problem of' the

ao-Ui8tenoe ot several races bad been given ur.Jdue emphasisl in lDI.U1Y Territoriel
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Mr. PEl'IImBRlOOE (Australia) observed that the report vas c~ndably

brief. It contained some over-simplification.- and obscurities, but the

difficulty of nvoidinc such pitfalls was rully ~rec1ated by his delegation.

Mr, GERIG (United states of .America) endorsed the remarks or previous

speakers recardinc the skill with which the Cha1rmsn of the Stib-eODlDittee had

conducted that body's work. The report as a 'Whole was valuable; the

genaral1zations it necessarily contained could be ascribed to the difficulty of

making it applicable to fifty-nine Territories ot widely different economic

structure, while occasional ambiguities and obscurities vere doubtless the

result of compromise between different views. He could Sl.1pport the report on

the understaodina that such approval did not bind the United states delegation

to the General Assembly,

He proposed that the words "some nembers of the Committee consider- should

be substituted for "t~ Committee con3i~ers" in the third sentence of paragraph 4.
The information transmitted by Ghe United states I at any rate I could not be

described as inadequate; indeed, it exceeded the requirements of the Standard

Form.

}tIr. ARmALm (Guatemala) said that the Sub-Committee had endeavoured to

draft its observations in the form of suggestions and recommendations of a general

nature and to avoid particularization by escheving cODlDents on specific Territories.

The Committee might include in the introduction to the report a paragraph

which liould explain its general nature and thus render unnecessary such amendments

as that proposed by the United states representative. Such So paragraph should

state that toe diversity of the Territories and their problems had made it

impossible for the Committee to deal with them individually.
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Mr. SDTGlI (tOOia) s\lSGested as an alternative to the Ur.ited states

amendment the insertion of the wo~ds "in all case." after "the Committee ccnsi~rl

that" in the sentence in question.

Mr. PEmlmBRlOOE (Australia) supported the United states .ndment.

The Indian wording would imply that adequate information was transmitted in

respect of the more developed Territories and inadequ'ite information in respect

ot those less developed. The diffioulty of making a dynamic analysis of tre

economic development of the Territories lay less in the amount of information

transmitted than in the pro"Jlem ot finding suitable l4ethods of 8Dalysing

in~ormation conceruing Territories of different types.

NI'. ARmALE:3 (GuatemaJa) withdrew his suggestion and proposei that

the amendment suggested by the Indian representative should be changed to "in

some cases".

~fr. F'RAZAO (Brazil) pointed out that allowances for divergences ot view

vere made 1n other sections of the repo~t. Hence he would support the United

states amendment.

Mr. SINGH (:rndia) accepted the United states amendment and withdrew

his own suggestion.

The United states amendment was ad8Rted.

Mr. PIGNON (France) proposed that the words "dignes de foi" 1r the

sixth sentence of the French text of paragraph 4 should be replaced by ";i>r&cises".

The existing wording reflected" do~btless unintentionally" on the integrity with

Which the statistics were prepared.

Mr. FRAZAO (Brazil) I Chair::uw of the Sub-eommittee, accepte4the French

amendment and proposed that the corr~spondingword "reliable- in the D1gl1eh

text should be changed to "adequate".

It was so decided •
•
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At the request of Mr. PIGNON (France), Mr~ BOO (As8latant secretary­
General) proposed that the word "r!valuatiori" 'in the laIt line of paragraph 5
of the French text should be replaced by "appr~clatio.

The amendment was a~opte~.

~~. tANG (China) proposed that the words "born in" in the second

~entence of paragraph 9 should be changed to "given"; as the sentence stood

it implied that unless the people were born in healthy surroundings they could

not adapt to their own purposes modern techniques of production.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. YANG (China) proposed that the initial words of paragraph 17 (c)

should be amplified by the insertion of the words "create and" between "To" ~d

"improve".

Mr. FRAZAO (Brazil), Chairman of the Sub-ColDtnittee, explained that the

SUb-paragraph had been intended to refer mainly to Territoriel in which some

capital eqUipment already existed. He would, however, b~ prepared to accept

some such wordi.ng as "To establish and improve".

The CHAIRMAN asked the Secretariat to make the necessary amendment.

Mr. ARENALES (Guatemala) said that his accepte.nce in the Sub-Committee

of paragraph 17, the most important paragraph in the report, should not be

regarded as binding on the Guatemalan delegation to the General ASlembly.

y~. YANG (China) suggested that paragraph 26 should state specifically

that class conflicts wp.re aggravated when particular groups sought to monopolize

economic functions by political means.

Mr. mU-O (BraZil), Chairman ot the SUb-Committee, pointed out that

the means need not alWays be political and that the report should confine 1tsel!

to comments on economic activ~ties.

Mr. !ANG (China) said he would not press the point.
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Mr. LOCMES (Australia) made a general reservation on the whole of

paragrcl~!l 26.

Mr. PIGNON (France) requested that the Frer,ch text of paragraph 68
should be redrafted to follow the English order or aent~~ces and that the

final sentence should read: "La question de l'ali~nation des terres •••

continue a pr~occyPer le Comit!d.

Mr. HLA AUNG (Burma) thought that paragraph 99 should be deleted.

The text was not clear and it eppe~red to recognize the right of the

Administering States to impose a head tax on the people of the dependent

territories.

.,
fu. FRAZAO (Brazil), Cl1a1..-me.I1 of the Sub-Comnittee, pointed out that

it was logical, in a general appraisal of tax systems in the Non-8elr··Governing

Territories, to include a reference to the head tax. '!he paragraph stated

clearly that the tax was unpopular end discriminatory and that it should be
\

abolished and a substitute for.m of taxation established. The absence of 8~h
\

a paragraph would 1tlply that the Camnittee was aware that a bp-eel tax continued

to be imposed tu many territo~ies tnd approved that practice.

After , brief exchange of views, in which Mr. ARENALES (Gue.~)

and Mr. FIGHON (France) participated, Mr. FRAZAO (Brazil), Chairman of the
'.

Sub-Committee, suggested the addition of a further sentence at the end of

paragr&.ph 99, reading: "The Committee recazmends that steps should be ~n

to abolish the head tax".

It vas so decided.

t-ir. FIGNON (France) found the reference to adaptation of tax rates

to the resources 9t ethnic groups in paragraph lOlinaccurate nnd suggested that

the poaaogc shouid be rearafted.

Mr._ FRAZAO (arazil), Chaifman ot the Sub-Coomittee, 8dm1tted that it

vas confusing and proposed that the phrase "ethnic groups" should be replaced

by "d1ff~rel)t groups of the population".

It WBJ 80 decided.
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Mr. FRAZAO (Brazil), Chatrman of the SlID-Committee, expressed his

appreciation of the spirit of co-operation an~ harmony that has prevailed

throughout the Sub-Committee' s deliberations. The J,"eport necessari~LY contained

generalizations, since it Qi~ not deal with speclffe territories, ~ut on the

whole it reflected a compromise of many Views. He was especially grateful to

the Chairman of the Committee and to the Secretariilt for their ussistance.

Miss ROESAD (Indonesia) reserved her delegat1~nt8 position with ree~ct rei

to the reference 1n paragraph 121 to further progress in the territories under thl

Nethe~~lands ad!Il1n18tr~~ion. Un:

The report on ecor.om1c condit1.cDs in Non-Selt-Governing Territorier

{A/AC.35/t.18S) was ~EFoved.

~~approval of the report of the Committee (AjAC.35/L.184)

r,!r. GIDDEN (United ,Kingdom) said that the amendment to paragraph 4

of the R~r~)rt on Econom~.c Conditionl1 should be reflected in parAgraph 21 of the

report of the Co~tttee.

Ra
th

co

Mr. GERIG (U'lited states of America). agreecl Gnd suggested that the

Rapporteur and the SecI~tary of the Committee should be ~sked to make the

uecessary am~ndment.

It was so decided.
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Mr. GIDDEN (United Kingdom) said that, although the remainder of the

report had already been appr~ved, his delegation had an ,amendment to propose

in section 'VII. ,Paragraph 30 was a summary of the Indian representative's

statement on social conditions, in the course of which there ho1 been a

reference to the report of a Select Committee of the Be~da House of Assembly

on race ~elat10ns. Tbe Indian representative's remarks appeared to have

received undue prominence in the report, considering that, the matter

co~pln1ned of had appeared only 10 the preamble to an otherwise very progressive
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report on racial relations. That lack o~ balance could be corrected by deleting

the sentence beginning ~At all events" and omitting the references to the

United States in the preceding two sentences.

Mr. S!N'.JH \J.ndla) sa:i.d that his only purpose had bt:en to draw the

Administering Power's attention to 'f:-.a': ne haC, considered an undesirable st-ate

of affairs. Be vas quite satisf led that the U•. ted King~.om Government would

take the necessary action and he was ready to accept the United Kingdom

representative's amendm~nt.

!?e UD~ted Kir~aom ~ndment was ado~ted.

~~e draft retort of the Committee (A!AC.35/L.1B4) W6a adopted.

The C~! paid a tribute to the work of the Vice-Chairman} the

Rapporteur and the memberra of the Committee, 'the Assistant Secr~te.ry-Generaland

the Secr':~ry of the Committee. Ee thanked the'.pecialized agencies for their

co-operaticn.

Mr. ?!GNON (France) paid a tribute to the skill.and .m~tiality of the

Chairman and endorsed the Chairman's praise ef the other officers of the

Committee.

~~. LOOMES (Australia) associated hims~lf with the Fre~h

represen~tiv~'s remarks.

Mr. S~G~ (India), spea~ing on behalf of the Inionesian delegation

also, said that the Chairman had fully Justified the confidence placed in l!im.

He associated himself with the Cnairman's ~emarks, par~icularly those concerning

thp specialized agencies.

Mr. GIDDEN (~Jnited Kingiom) e°,(pressed his appreciation f")! the :hairman'l

skillful guidance and o! the assistenc~ ~rovided by the Secretariat.
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Mr. ARENALES (Guatema.1a) a~8o~i9.ted himself Wit:. the tributes paid
by p~evious speakere.

Mr. DCNS-MOELLER (lieome..rk) said that the Danish delegation, which
would no longe~ serve on t~~ Committee now t~~t Denmark had ceased to be an

Administering Power, would carry away the best possible impression of the
Cornw1ttee ..

The meeting rO&1 at 4.50 p.m.
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