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FUIURE OF THE COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION FROM NONSELT-GOVERNING TERRITORIES
(AJAC, ;5/1.85,_ A/gp.as/:.,aa/oorr.l,,ym. 35/L.83/A34,1, A/AC.35/L.85)

| CARGO (United States or America) said that, after giving careful
oonsideration to the question of the future of the Committee, his Government was

_'.. utistied that tho Comnittee bad mnu.ed a useful purpose, The United Steles
' Government rcoognized the notable contri‘outions of the Secretariet and the

Y
v

cpec;al;tzod agepciea and attached i.mportance to the value of the COmS.ttoe q p
prqpa.ratory body ror the work of the Ceneral Assembly in rela.tion to. lbn—SQJ.f
Govarning ‘I‘erritorie,. ) Not.vithstanding the progress the Cqmu.ttee hod ;nade in
its work, hoyovorl 1t folt that a mruiwr trial period or three. Yesrs m .
des:.rable.; Tha,t conolusion hed been reinforoed by tho evidznce of t,hg V“Ex -
uvergenciep or opin:l.on exiatmg among Manbers ot the United Nationg regax

future ot the an:mitt,ee. . Wnile 1t yaa clear thm: some wpuld like thegsgnitw to

-(«‘ I

.......

others 1 telt th;t u -ho..aq be discontinued. | Tho United Statel& for mx ps
oog.lq not agree that the Committee ghould, be eatablishod. on n pengpneg; ‘puin
%;t thought thd:. tho Comittee ohould. be given a further pqriod, in uhich t.o, e

? oontimxo yno vork :l.t had begun. JIn, adopt:lng that attitude, the Ug;l,t,ed States,

'Goven;megt had. borne 1n m:lnd the desirability of the work of the Unj,t,od Nationg

proceoding on tho bag...a of the greatest possible degree of harwony snd. cO=CRery tion
unong 1 L8, Membersq , Such harmon; and co-operation were practical neceuiti,oq 1,1'

.the uprk ot the Comittee wa.a to be continued effectively. In the light ot those

considerations ’. the United States delegation had prepared a draft r«olution
(Con:erqnce Room Popor No, &) proposing the continuation of the Committes for s
further three-yoar period on the existing basis.

. Mr, CALERO RomIGUES (Brazil) expressed his surprise at the statements

nade by the representatives of the Adminietering Powers, who, vhile udoptina ,
,mying o.ttitudea, ha.d tried to oppose the contimuation of the Committee, without,

hovever, o.dvancine any new arguments. They had carefully refrained from
considering the. questiqn from the three points of view outlined by the Egyptian
representative: pemesly, the legality of the Committee, its usefulness and the

[possibility
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possibility of assigning its duties to other orgens already in existence.

With regard to its legality, the Drazil.en delegation still considered that
the idea of machinery to deal with information from the Non-Self-Governing
Territories was a natural consequence of Article 73 e of the Charter. The United
Kingdom representative, vhile eduitting the principle of the accountability of the
- Administering Powers, had claimed thet, as trustees, they had the right to choose
their own auditors end he had questioned whether some Members of the United
Nations fulfilled the necessary requirements for that function. He should bear
in mind, however, that all decisions of the General Assembly were taken by a
majority: surely he 434 not wish to cast aspersions on its Members. He had
said, furthermore, that the obligations arising from Chepter XI of the Charter hsd
been assumed by the Adninistering Powers only and were therefore nothing to do
wiuv: the United Netions. Mr. Culero Rodrigues pointed out that éince those -
obligations had been assumed in an internstional document directiy" connected with
the United Netions, that Orgenizeticn wes obviously en interested party.

As far as the usefulness of the Committee was concerned, the representatives
of Indla, Egypt and Pakistan had given & most able exposition of the case, The
Belgian reprea‘erit&tive, however, whose sincerity he respected, had maintained that
the Committee had enceged in sterile debate and should have confined itself to
purely technical discussions, #r. Calero Rodrigues felt bound to draw his
attention to the overwhelming majority of the Members of the United Nations who
seemed %o find the Committee's work useful. The French representative, for his
part, had praised the materiil produced for the Committee by the Secretariat and
the specislized agencies, The Committee's work was not, however, confinec
obtaining material from the Secretariat afid the specialized agencies: it w
impossible to eliminate the political element which wes introduced by the
delegations and which added to the value of the Secretariat's work., The debates
enebled the Committee to draw conclusions from the facts cofitained in the
Secrétariat reports; hemce it would not be wise to limit discussion to technicel
matters, but would be more useful to study the problems in their relationship to
the status of the Non-Self-Governing Territories. ' The Committee's discussicns
d1d not duplicate the work of the purely technical bolfes. The Committee could
not,’ for instance, make as thorough e study of public hsalth problems as could the

fWor1d

i
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World Ht;alth Organization byt it could make 1ts contributlon to the question from
the axxgle of Chepter XI of the Cha.rter. The Administering quers could fecilitate
the work of the Committee by allowing the discussion of certein ‘political .
1mplice.tions of the econcmiec, sociel and educational problems.. The. discuaaions
" could thus be of particulas assistance to the advancement. of the peoplea of. the
Non-Self-«Governing Territories, ;

He had been astonished to hear the United \ir'fdom representative declare
that locel politicians in the Non-Self-Governinz Territories were showing some
impatience towards the United Nations, in the belief that the Organization might
. tend to retard thelr edvence towards indepcndence, In Mr, Calero Rodrigues'-,
opinion, however, if the non-self-joverning peoples were shawing :mpatience, i.t.
vas because in meny casee they considered that their progress towards. se,l_f..-f [
government wes too slow. . o S

He did not share the Eelgian representative'l opinion af 'che atmosphern ;
prevailing in the Committee’s discucsione, It Vas not, as the Belgian .. .
representa.tive had alleged, a matter of accused versus eccusers, , - For one X
thing, it was not always the non-administering meubers of .the Committee who . .
put forward the criticisms: in fact, they themselves had been pccused. by one
0f ‘the Adminietering Powers of not fulfilling their obligations. . As the French
representative had pointed. out, the previous aeaaiona .of the Comm.tttee had been
merked by a spirit of moderation and courteey.. He h:l.mself shared that. view
and did not think that enything had happened during the present seuion to .
Justify the idee that those traditicns of courtesy had been cast x..side. e

On the question of the future of the Cormittee, he associated hi.maelf .
vith the Chairmen and the representatives of Indie end Egypt, who had so ably.
edvocated its continustion, He had instructicns Zrom hls Govermment t3 gupport
the continuation of the Comnittee on a permanent basis. It was possible that,
in vies of the attitude of certein dalegaticns, the Committee _might hgve to reach
a c~apromie? and recomcend its continuvation for a limited period, He himself
thought that, o~ long as there were Non-Self-Governing Territories and so long as

/the United
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the United Nations Charter was in existence, the Comnittee would continue to
existe It was, to & great extent, the responsibility of the Administering
Powers to ensure that the Coumittee was no longer necegsary: if, under their
guidance, the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories reached the necessary
degree of development to enable them to achieve independeace, one of the
principal objectives of the Charter would have been attained,

Mr. BLANCO (Cube) also expressed surprise at the statements of the
representatives of the Adninistering Powers. He had hoped that all members
of the Committee would have been persuaded by the arguments of the representatives
of India, Pekisten and Egypt. The Conmittee had done useful work, its technical
achieveuwents had been on a high level and it should accordingly be continued,
The United Nations needed such orgens to assist the indigenous peoples in their
advance clong the path of progress. He did not sgree with the United Kingdon
representative that the non-adninistering members had not teken sufficient part
in the Committee's work. The delegations of those Powers had done their duty
and no one could”accuse them of apathy.

- As for the durstion of the Comnittee, he drew the attention of members to
the observetions in document A/AC.35/L.85, peragreph 7, "Future of the Committee",
He agreed with the view expressed in that persgrsph by the Secretariat, that an
expersion of the work cycle from three to four years would more eppropriately
meet tlie purpose of Ceneral Assexbly resolution 332 (IV), as ensbling the
Comnittee to take a comprehensive view of information on economic, social and
educational conditions. While, therefore, he did not think it advisable at
the present juncture that the Committee should be esteblished as a permsnent
orgen, as the USSR delegation proposed, he thougcht it would be better to extend
its tem for four years rather than for the three years prcposed by the United
States dalegeti-n.

/Mr, BUSTAMANTE
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Mr. BUSTAMANTE (Ecuador) said that his delegation wos in favour of
the principle of continuing the Committee on a permanent basis and would
gssociate itself on that point with the Brazilian representativets statements.
He wished to'draw the attention of the celegations of Adm’nistering Powers to
the fact that their obligations towards the peoples of Non-Self-deerning”
Territories were rermanent. He accordingly asked them to reconsider their
attitude. If the USSR draft resolution were rejected, he would vote for the
United Stastes proposal fcr the continuatlon of the Committee, but he agreed -
vith the representative of Cuba that the Committee's new term should be for

four years end not three,

‘Mr, RYCICLXS (Belgium) pointed out that the Brazilian represertative
had thourht that ‘he Committee should not make its work too technical: the
Committee should primarily consider how far the probiems of the Non-Selfe-
Governing Territories, from the very nature of the Territories, differed from
those of;sovereign States. - In that case, it would be necessary to draw
comparisons, as to the desirebility of which the Belgian delegation would
‘certainly conhsult the 3razilian delegation when the time came.,

Mr. SPIT3 (Netherlands) suppoerted the United Stater draft resolution
(Cenference Room Paper No.6), which provided for the continuation of the
Committee for a further three yeors. That did not, however, mean that the
Committeetes composition shonld necessarily remain the same., On the pontrafy,
it should be made up of experts rather than of repregentatives of Covernments.,

| /@heAngmittea's
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The Committeets work would benefit from such a change. The change could not,

of course, be made until a revision of tke United Nations Charter was under.
token, As thet could be done in 1955, which would be in three years' time,
He vould vote in favour of the continuation of the Committee for a further
three years.

Mr. LOCMCS (Australia) supported the United States draft resolution,
but was unable to support the Cuban oral amendment to the United States
proposal to ccntinue the Committee for fcur years. Three years would suffice
for the Committee to study the economic, social and educational situation in
the Non-Self-Governing Territories.

Mr. TAJIBNAPIS (Indonesia) said that, in spite of the arguments put
forward by the rcpresentatives of the Administering Powers, the majority
appeared to appreciate the usefulness of the Committee, which fulfilled the
important task of examining information transiated under Article 73 e of the
Charter. As everybody knew, his delegation firmly bellieved that the
Committee should not only be maintained but should become & permanent organ
of the General Assembly. If the USSR draft resolution (Conference Room Paper
No. 7) were defeated, his delegation would support the Cuban proposal.

Mr. CHIVA RAO (India) admitited that he had been surprised at the
vehement statements of some of the members of the Committee. The Belgiin
representative had asserted that the Committeets work was non-productive and
useless, while the United Kingdom representative had said that the
representatives of non-administering countriecs contributed little to the
Committeets work. On the other hand, the statement of the United States
representative, who arpreciated the usefulness of the Committee and its
sub-committees, was most heartening. It was particularly gratifying to hear
the United States rcpresentative say that the Committee was preparing the
vay for action by the General Assembly.

The Belgian representative had thovght that the Committee should be
composed of experts who would discuss technical problems within their
competence, whether in Non-Self-Governing Territories or in independent States

/such as
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such as India, and it was true that the problems the Committee dealt with
wvere not peculiar to Non-Self -Governing Territories. He reminded the
Belgian representative that when the United Kingdom representative had
alluded to such Indian problems as the scheduled castes for which no
satisfactory solution had as yet been found -- thus touching on questions
withir the domestic Jurisdiction of a State ~- he had raised no objection,
unlike the USCR representative, who had protested when the question of
illiteracy in the Soviet Union had been mentioned.

The United Xingdom representative®s allusion to the participation of
representatives of non-administering States in the Committee?s work was, to
say the least, out of place. Countries such as India and Pakistan which
vere nov independent but had formerly been Non-Self -Governing Territories,
had tried to bring to the Committee the frults of an experience based on the
comparisons they had teen able to make between two regimes. It should be
remeumbered, however, that the Cormittee?s terms of reference required it to
study conditions in Non-Seclf-Governing Territories only. That was vhy the
USSR representative had been perfectly right to object to the Committee
discussing conditicns in the Soviet Uniocn.

In regard to the General Assembly's responsibility towards Non-Self-
Governing Territories, he had already drawn the Committee®s attention at its -
morning meeting to the resolution which the General Assembly had adopted at
its first session and he would therefore not dwell on the subject. That
vas not, however, the only resolution which reflected the General Assembly®s
interest in tﬁe Non-Self-Governing Territories and vhich went beyond
Article T3 e of the Charter. Other resolutions on Non-Self -Governing
Perritories invoked Article 1, paragraphs 3 and 4 and Article 55 of the
Charter. Furthermore, the Secretary-Gencral should attach the same
importance to the Committee®s reports as to those of the Councils.

He had been scmewhat astonished to hear the United Kingdom
representative sa& that the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories
felt some impatience at the results of the Ccmmitteets work. That
impatience might be explained by the restrictions pliced on the Committee's

/activities,
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activitles, but exagieration should be avoided. Ae a matter of fact -- and
India was in a position to know -- only & very small proportion of the population
was interested in .the Cormitteels work. In any event, if the United Nations
wvas to fulfil ite task, the Comiittee must be set up as a body independent -of
the General Assembly. Chapter XI was as much an integral part of. the Charter
as phé other Chapters and the principles set forth therein should be put into
effect‘in the seme way cs the other principles o the Charter.

Mr. DOLTEN EGGERT (Dermark) thought that the Coumittee served a most useful
purpose and that it should be continued. It should not, however, te set up on
a permanent basis beccause the dependent status of the.Non-Self-Governing
Territories was also not yermanent. His delegation therefore supported the
B Un;ﬁedetatee draft resolution providing for the continuation of the Committee
for a further three years.

, Thg CHAIRMAN pointed out that rule 119 of the rulee of procedure,
Vhich laid down that as a general rule no proposal should be discussed or put .
to the vote at any wmeeting of the Committee unless copies of i1t had been
circqlated to all delegutions not later than the day preceding the meeting, was
merely a general rule and was not binding., The Cormittee could therefore Ascide
to pututhe proposals ccneerning its fate to the vote at once or defer the vote
until the following day. He would like to hear members! views on the matter.

Mr. SHIVA PAQ (India) would prefer the proposals on the Committeefs
- fate to be put to the vote at the next meeting oo as to enable members to . .
consider them at their leisure and, if necessary, submit amendments.

Mr. FAEMY (Tgypt) agreed with the reprcsentative of India.

. - The CHAIRMAN noted that consideration of item 9 would invoive
discussion of the association of Non-Self-Governing Territories with .
international organizations, It might be logical to postpone consideration of
that aspect of the question until the Committee's future had been determined.

/Bowever
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However, as it was already apparent that the majority was in favour of .
continuing the qumittee, there was no objection to the Committeets +aking up
the qu:stion of the association of Non-Self-Governing Territories with
international orgenizations at once.

| Mr. SHIVA FAO (India) thought that it would be better to consider the
queation after the Committee had decided on its own future. His rewarks would
therefore be only prelimirary in nature. .

The problem of the participation of Non-Self-Govcrning Territories. in the
Committee!s work was not easy to solve., It raised a question of principle as .
vell as mdny practical difficulties. There wecre gome sixty Non-Self-Governing
Territories and the question was how many of them were to be represented and on:
vhat basis.

India, before partitiou, had had some experience in the matter. At the
end of the First World War, Mr. Lloyd Gecrge had urged that India should become -
a member of the League of Nations. It was true that the Indian delegation had
seldom voted differently from that of the United Kingdom and had been obliged -
to consult the India Office in London before taking a stand. Nevertheless, in
spite of those restrictions, Indla had always attached the greatest importance
to its representation in the League of Naticns. It had also been repreésented
et the San Francieco Conference, and, although the USSR delegation had
challenged its rigkt to be there, the Conference had, as a matter of course,
accepted it as an indcpendent member. After the ceparation of India angd
Pakistan, the latter had tad to apply indepcndently for admission to the United
Nations. A sirljar problem had arisen twenty ycars earlier in the case of
Burma. He wa. cece.!-.lo3 tocse examples because, at the time when it had still
been a Nouz-So" - :oveniing Torritory, India bed attached special importance to its
status as au .- .~ iuy: aember of lnternationa; organizations.

There we-c oW a certain number of territories which had originally been
¢l spified 88 Non-Sglf-Géverning Territories and on which the Administering
Powers trensmitted information, but which, even in the opinion of those Powers,
Vere no longer entircly dependent, having achieved self-government in certain
fieldes That, for example, was the case in Malta; indeed, although its foreign

/policy
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policy was still entirely controlled by ‘the’Adninistering Power,” Malta had
attained some meabure of self-government in economic), social and culturaY &
matters. Hence, there was. good reason for a térrit«. .tke Malta to become an
associate member of a body like the Committee.” 'He was citing Malte as an  °
example only; there were many other territories in a similar position. The
presence of a representative of Malta in the Committee would unqueetionabls'be
of great advantage during the discussion of the »cOnomic, eocial and educatiomal
conditions in the territory. The question of appointment of representatives'
for Non-Self-Govern’ng ferritories of course raiscd a problem. ‘He recalled
that India, as an associate membér of the League 6f Nations, hid been able to
appoint  ite own delegation, although the delegation bad been" obliged to remain
in contact with the United Kingdom Government, - The'question of representation-
of Non-Seif-Governinz Territories also raised constitutional difficultiéé"ﬂhféﬁ*
could nét be-evaded, - It might, however, be possible for a territéryts
exécutive authorittes to appoint a rcpresentative for: it subjsct to the
Administering Power's approval. In the caece of France ‘the situation might bé
different because, when & territory dependent on France éitiiﬁéd éelf-gobernmenh
1t was incorporated into ‘the metropolitan country and enJoyed the same status as
it. - ‘THat difficulty was, however, not insurmountable. s C

: In deciding which of the territories which had achieved some selfJgdvernmmﬁ
and had elected ldcal crgans of self-government were to be represented, the
principie of geogrdphical representation shculd'be applied, bearing in mind the
questions on the Committeets agenca. That- prccedure did not include the case
of territories which were &till wholly dependeht and whose peoples bad a&s yet no
experience ‘in managing thelr own affairs. ‘Toe conditions in the territories
should therefore ve studied wi h a view to classifyirg them in one or the otﬂég
of the two -categories. o ' ' ' ' '

Such a stucéy would, 6f'c6urse, require the concideration of politicailvi

?
‘e

1nformation, but there werée already some General Lssembly resolutions which |

provided for ‘such a contingency. Horeover, it might perhaps be well to show 'i
the Adminiatering Powers that there was Some advantage in transmitting to the o
advanced elcments of the: 4ndigenous poyulation of truly Non-Self-Governing "

Territories all General Assembly reaolutions concernina those Territories and

/learning
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leerning their opinjon -- .an action which the Committee-was perfectly entitled

to teke,. He-hored that he would be permitied to epeak again on that question, -

e -The CHA AN epeaking ag the reprecsentative of Fakistan, agreeing: +—
with the viewe of the Indian reprecentative stated that some Non-Self-Governing
Territories such as.the Gold Coast, Morocco and Tunieia not only possessed
e meagure of self-goverimant in economic and -social matters, but -also-had. '

‘ governments of their g¢wn recognized ae grch by the Administering Powers - . : - =
concgrned; it would, therefore, be eppropriate. if they were represented on-thel
Comittee, In view of the -epacial strese that-had been laid on the need for - ;
groving participation of the indigenous penples in the rreparation-of -plane for ‘the
economic; esoclel end cultural development of their territories, he doubted that
thle‘minciple of their representation in the Committee could give rise to any ..
valid objection. .Only the problem cf chooeing the territories and their
representativee might give rise to practical difficulties. e o

Mr, CALERO RODRIGUES (Brazil) seid that his delegation intended to
submit a draft reso..ution on the queetion tut that it preferred to wait until
the members of the Cmittee end espscially the Adrinistering Powers, had stated
their views.

The CHAIFMAN thought that It wculd be better if the Brazilian
delegation submitted itz dreft resolut ion after the Committee hud decided on its
future. Since no other merber of the Cormittee wished to epreak, however, the
Brazilian representetive might mcoke a few geucral remarks on the draft resolution
he wighed to submit to the Committee,

Mr. CALEDNO RODRIGUES (Brazil) recalled that hie delegation had voted
in favour of Genersl Asrembly resgolution 566 (VI) iunviting the Committee on
Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories to examine the possibility of
associating the Non-Self-Governing Territoriees more closely in ite work. The
peper prepered by the Secretariat (A/AC.35/L.83) gave a clear picture of the
Problem of representation of Nor-Self-Governing Territories &s associate members
of euch international orgenizatione as the epecialized agencies and regional
Comissions of the United Nations. The firet question erising was how ueefu.l

. /the participation
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the participation of Non-Self-Governing Territories in the Committee's work
would be. The Brazilian delegation recognized the Administering Powers! right
to propose to the General Assembly and the Committee that the Non-Self-Governing
Territories whose participation in the Committee's work would in their opinion
be most useful, should be represented as assoclate mcmbers. ‘

He agreed with the rcpresentative of Pokis*ten that territories such as the
Gold Coast, Morocco and Tunisia wculd be eminently qualified for admission as
associate members, subject to the approval of the Adm’nistering Powers concerned.
It wes 1ip that spirit that the Brazilian draft resolution was drawn up. The
preamble recognized that the participation of NoneSelf-Governing Territories
in the work of regiocnal bodies and the specialized agencies had been found
useful and that tacir participation in the Cormittee!s work would also be very
useful. Under the draft resolution, the Committee would accept the principle
of such participation, invite the Adninistering Powers to make it poseible for
the Non-Self-Governing Territories to enjoy the advantages 1n'question; and keep

the General Assembly informed of subsequent developments.

Tae meeting roee at h.20_2.ﬂ.

20/10 a.m. S | o
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