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ECONCGMIC CONDITIONS ~ND D_VILOPMaNT IN NON=SoLF-GOV_ithING TLRoITORIES:
SoCnoTaRY=GaNERAL'S ANALYSES OF INFCRMATICN il DUCUMLNTS SUBM.TzD BY
IL0 4ND FAQ (item 4 of the agenda) (continued):

L

(d) Forests (./nC.s35/L.37, 4/.C.35/L.41) (continued)

Mr. DuVIS (United States of‘ .merica), referring to the Indian repreeenta-
tive's statement at the previous meeting, said the most important forcst areas in
Nen-Self-Governing Territories under United States administration were in ..laska,
So far as he could recall, thex;e were no forcsts of commercial importance in any of
the other Non-Self-Covermning Territories undcr United States adminiltrat_.iori. In
puerto Rico forests wuce simply used to ~over the coffee crop, '

-~

There were edout 375,000 squire milss ef forcst in .laska, mach of which was
ccvered with large trees eminently suitablc as timber or for “he production of pulp
and othecr wood products., Five million acres of the two national forest areas in
south-eastern -laska were claseified as merchantablc timber, and the total amount
of timber which could be cut in thosc areas without in any way diminishing the
supply wos extremely large. The exploitaticfx of the forests was under the cmntrol
of the Burcau of Forestry of the Federal Department of Agriculture, | The
Government ‘s aim for some ycars past had been to encourage the commercial development
of wocd-working industries in those¢ arcas, and a large pulp mill was to be constructed
which was expected to provide about 300 tons of cellulose pulp daily.

The rfederal Gevernment wished to make the timber resources of alaska availabla,
under proper control and sclective cutting, to lzcal industries or to iarger

investment enterprisce from the United States,

Mr. PANT (India) said that the forcst ruscrves of the Mon-Scif-Governing
Territories included some of the largest in the world and he wcndered whether any
statistics had been kept of the cffect of the depletion of the forests on the
climatic conditions of thosc areas.

Mr, RYCKMANS (Belgium) said that scicntists 2nd tochnicians of the Belgian
Congo had devotcd much time to studying the effcect of deforustation ¢n climate,
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He rcfirred the Indian representative to the reports of the National Institute fep
Agricultural Research in the Congo (INL..C) where he would find descriptions of the

forestry rescarch work carried out in various parts ol the Belgian Congo,

kr, MATHI.SON (United Kingdom) cmphasized the difficulty cf the question
of the influence cf vegetation, and particularly of forests, on climatic conditions,
and sz2id that it was one of great intcrest to United Kingdom experts.,

He drew attention to the photographs on the wall outside the Commi ttee room
which showed graphically the various forms in which timber production had been
developed in the different parts of the Non-Self-Goirerning Territorics under
United Kingdom administration, and which illustrated the practic:zl application of
the poliry of rational exploitation which was being fcllowed there in conjunction

with a policy dirccted primarily to the prescrvation of forest cover in order to

maintain the productivity of the soil and to keep standing forcsts as a continuing

source of econcmie¢ benefit,

| Mr., PLACHEY (Australia) pointed eut that the depletion of forests in Papus
did not at the moment grcatly affect climatic conditions in that Territory. In
fact, the Government of Australia was encouraging judicious cutting of trucs to
meet the timber requirements of the Territory, which, on occasions, had had to
import timber from New Zealand for hcusing purposcs, apart from timber which
could be usecd for general purposes, thcre were two specics of special value, namely
walnut and hoop pine for which there was a market outside the Territory.,  Though
Papua was covered to a large extent by rain forcsts, the resourccs werc nect 8o
large a8 to allow of unrcstricted cutting, and the iustralian Gevernment's policy,
therefore, envisaged the use of forestry mcthods designed to ensure that the timber
resources were not dissipated, The question of afforestation and the possible
problem of soil erosion were always considered when large-scale cutting of trees

was contemplated,
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(¢) igricultural Research (A/AC.35/L.33)

Mr, SAGOT (France), emphasizing the importance of agricultursl resocareh,
pointed out that before the second world war experiment.l stations and laboratories
in French Afxrica, with the exception of a federal body in French West Africa, had
came under the control of the agricultural services, Although certain difficulties
had restricted their programmes of work, considerable results had been achieved by
those services, During the past ten ycars great 2fforts had beer. ade to improve
agricultural research in the Territories under French .dministration, and an
Overscas Scientific Research Centre had bsen set up with branches in Central africa,
Madagascar and Oceania, Research centres for the improvement of textiles, fruits
and oil-ylelding plants now came under three special institutes with headquarters
in Paris, General agricultural problems outside the scope of these institutes
were dealt with by centres and laboratories belonging to the federal agricultural

services,

A proposal had been laid before the assembly of the French Union tuat a
Naticnal Institute fer Tropical /griculture should be established in order %o
centralize the services of the various local research institutss, The Tropiecal
Forest Technical Centre and the Institute of Cattle Breeding and Tropical Veterinary
Medicine had been ereated for a similar reason, The former centre carried out
research in connexion with the production, exploitation and use of tropical timbar,
and the latter scientific and technical research for the improvement of cattle
breeding,

He then briefly reviewed the variocus research centress and labo‘ratoriea which
were organized and financed by semi=-public ecorporations, and said that advisory
co-ordination committees had been set up in each territory under French administra-
tion, Those committees wers composed of representatives of research centres and
members of the local administrative and technical services, and provided a link

between theory and practice,

In view of the ever-increasing threat of soil exhaustion, the various
territories had set up soil institutes the members of which were drawn from the

varicus technical services concemed,
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The considerable funds needed to equip the many researeh ccntres and

laboratories were provided by the Funds d'investisgement pour le développement

Sconomique et social (FIDES), The proceeds of various taxes were used to pay the

‘working expensss of the different centros.

The various rescarch centres nceded well-trainud staff, and praiseworthy
efforts had been made in recent years to provide it. There were now 250 rasearch

workers, and 20 to 25 additicnal workers were cngaged yearly.

In the past, agricultural research had mainly been conducted in conn. ion with
cash crops of exportable prodﬁce. The main reason for that was that technical
improvements relating to such crops were more casily applicable in the fields than
werc improvements affecting traditional cropss  However, food erops covered eight-
tenths o1 the total area :f cultivated land in the territories under French
administration, and the increase necessary in their productivity couid not be
brought ab.ut withcut appreciable changes being made in the farming techniques so
far adopted.

That inescapable necessity raised important problems which wcre being
connidered by the agricultural research institutions,

The various research centrcs _f the iocal agricultural services in the
different territories under Fronch administration were groupcd arcund a contral
body with .-a large experimental stati.n and 2 specially trained staff.,  There were

twc such centres in West .frica with seventeen auxiliary stations.

In French squat.orial .frica there wore twu research centres, cne of which had
five auxiliary staticns, In the Cemcr..ns thc research ccntre had four auxiliary
‘stacions,  Dahumey had two auxiliary stati_ns and Madagascar five., New

Caledcnia relied on the rescareh scrvices of the French Oceania Institute,

For cattle brieding, there was a contral research staticn in Dskar, three in
the Sudan and :ne¢ each in Brazzaville, Fort Lamy and .ntananarive, Research on
fisheries was carried -ut 2t D-kar 2nd 2t twe stoti ns in Sencegnle.  Rescarch on
tropical forests was supcrintonded by th. Tropical Forc.st Technical Centre in Paris
and there were various awxiliary centres in the different Non-Self-Gouverning

Territcrics,

1
1
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Agricultural research in Moroccc and Tunisia had had good results. Tzchnical
advice to agriculturists was supplied by three centres - agricultural, horticultural
and cattle breeding, In Morceco the central station was situated at Rabat and
there were various experimental farms, laborat.ries and nurseries in .ther parts of
the Territory. Referring tu the questicn cf svil protection in Morccco, he pointed

sut that a special service tc deal with that prcblem had been initiated in 1949.

In Tunisia, agricultural research was perf.rmed by the Botanical and
Agricultural Service set up in 1913 by Professor Beceuf and remarkable results had
been obtained. The Arlcing Institute, which had been created in 1913, was also
carrying cut experiments on animal biclogy and pathology, fcodder rescurces and

cattle breeding,

Mr, MATHIESON (United Kingdum) said that his Government regarded
agricultural icsearch as one of the principal ways in which the rural ecunumy of the
Territories under its administraticn cculd be developed and as a fundamental

respensibility of all Administering Authcrities,

Referring tc Section IV, on agricultural services and research, of the
Secretariat's note on General Conditi.ns of /gricultural Priducticn (4/AC.35/L.33),
he felt that insufficient weight had bcen given to the importance of central
organizaticns established in the metropolitan country to co-ordinate agricultural
research,  In dealing with the intcrnaticnal aspect of research, the Secretariat
paper did not touch upcn the great and growing importance of internaticnal
collaboration in that ficld,

With regard to the question cf the central organization of rescarch, he pointed
wut that it was obvi-us from the cutsct that the problems enccuntercd in develcping
agriculture in the Non-Self-Geverning Territcries were not conditioned by the
political status of thuse territ.ries, as similar prcblems were enc.untered in
Territcries all over the world with similar ccnditions >f agricultural development
and climate and infested by the same type -~f pests, It was impcrtant, therefore,
that those prcblems should not be studied from the local or regicnal pcint of view,
but should rather be trcated in such a way that thc whole scientific rescarch of
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the world was brought t. bear on them, His Government had encouraged academic
institutions in the United Kingdom to take an interest in tropical problems,
Interest in tropical medicine had been arcused in the nineteenth century, and,
under the inspiration cof Joscph Chamberlain, twc gréat schools of troplical medicing
had been founded in London and Liverpool. N

For a number of years the great clearing housc for informaticn on tropleal
plants b:th in the N:n-Self—deerning Territories and in parts ¢f the British -
Commonwealth had been the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew in London. Much work had
been done there to promote a thorcugh kncwledge cf tropieal plants in general and,
more particularly, of their uses and their transplanting.

He proposed to invite the Secretariat tc distribute to members certain
documents dealing in greater detail with the problem of agricultural research, [t
would be secn frcm them that a vast number of rescarch stations had been establish«
in Non-Self-Gcverning Territories under United Kingdom administration, and that all
the informaticn received from them had been examined and pieced together by the
highest pcssible authcrities on the subject.

Referring t> a report entitled "Cclonial Résearch 1950/1951", issued by the
Cclonial Office, copies of which he wiuld make available to any members on request,
he pcinted out that it ccntained the detailed reports =f the Colcnial Research
Council, which controlled a series =f more specialized councils and bodies such as
the Cclonial Products Research Council, the Sceial Science Research Ciuncil, the
Colcnial Medical Research Council, the Colinial Insecticides Committee, the
 Cclcnial Ec-n_mic Research Committee, the Tsetse Fly and Trypancvsomiasis Research
Committee, the Culcnial Fisheries Advisory Ccmmittee and the .nti-L:ocust Research

Centre,

After briefly revicwing the work dune by all those varicus bodies, he said
their w.rk shcwed how world knuwledge was brought tc bear on agricultural pr.blems
thr-ugh thc presence .f the m.st n.table authorities in the United Kingdum un thuse
comm. .tees and c.uncils, whage scle functicn was tc ensure that all information

gathered was —ade available t: thuse who were interested in the varicus prcblems.
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Part of the material which he intended to make available to the members of
the Coomittee contained a list of stations, both territorial and regional, which had
peen estatlished and were now in cperation in the Non-Self-Governing Territories,

In order to illustrate the type of work which was being carried out by taose
stations, he pointed out that in the field of agriculture the most important thing
was to ensure that the soil was of the right type to receive the variety of plant
which was being plantcd in it.  The Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture nad
been established in Trinidad in 1921 to serve the whole British Commonwealth, and
the men trained at that college had taken up their duties in the various parts »f
the Commonwealth and in the Non-Self-Governing Territorius., As an extension of
the werk on sugar cane carried out at the Imperial College, a central sugar cane
research centre had been established in Barbadus where a great deal of work had
been done towards developing a strain cf sugar cane which was resistant to disecasa
and high in yields The varieties of sugar developsd had been propagated in the
‘68t Indian islands, the Caribbean area, Venezuela, the United States of America,
Kenya, and Argentina. That waé merely one example of the importance which the
United Kingdom Goverament attached to research and of the notable results which
it ylelded.

Referring to the East African Agriculture and Forestry Rescarch Organization,
he pointed out that it was financed by grants from the Metropolitan Government and
from parts of the East African Territories. In addition to plant pathology and
other research work, the osrganization carried out fertilizer tests in Kenya,
Tanganyika and Uganda, It organized a clove research scheme in 2anzibar to
investigate the disease¢ which attacked cloves, and it operated in close conjunction
vith the East African Veterinary Research Organizaticn. The principal function
of the latter organization was to investigate discascus such as trypancsomiasis,

East Coast fever, rinderpest and other cattle diseases which afflicted stcck in
East Africa, Those diseasss had t. be uvercome in srder to ensure a better protein
dlet for the indigenous workers,

Ancther aspect of rescarch being pursued in Africa by the hWest african Cocoa
Research Institute was that into diseases <f the co. “~ plant, The swollen-shoot
disease affecting cocca plants constituted the most serious threat to the economy

T
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of the Gold Coast and of Nigeria, since, if it remained unchecked, the cocoa
industry.could be brought to a standstill within a few years, Progress in
combating the disease had, however, been made within the last few years by means
of insecticides. Furthermore, variety trials amongst types of cocoa were being
conducted with the object of introducing a higher-ylelding stock. Research was
alsc being conducted into the preparaticn .f cocoa beans, particularly in connexn

with the ferment:“ion process,

The variocus research institutes menticned did not operate independently but
were in constant touch with scientific advice from the metropolitan country.
Intermational co-operation too had been highly developea in the varicus regions,
esy lally in Africa, In that connexion, he referr.d to the Scuthern African
Scientific Council and the Commissicn for Technical Co-operation, bcth of which
deait with the regions scuth of the Suhara, The Council revicwed the prcgress
achieved in all fields of research and was responsible for the cc—ordination of

.ivities; the Commission was an inter governmenval body supervising the various

eaux established by inter-governmental co-operation in connexion with aspects
of agricﬁlture and animal husband:y. Moreover, closer asscciation with the
specialized agencies had been achieved and experts from such agencies, particularly
s/tom the Food and .griculture Organization, had taken part in the discussicns at
the varicus c:nferences organized in Africa on those questions.” Under tue
auspices of the Organization for European Economic Co-operation, an Overseas
Territories Committee had been set up which arranged meetings cf experts in the
vari-us fields -f agriculture and related problems, That bocdy ccnsisted of
represcntatives of meost <f the .dministering .uthorities rcpresented on the

Special Committece, as well as of Italy and Pcrtugal, -nd putlished valuable reports

He suggested that in ity final rep.rt the Special Committee shi.uld emphasize
the impcrtance it attached tc agricultural research.,  Steps should be taken to
ensure that none Jf the Nun-Self-Governing Territories would encounter difficulties
arising cut ¢f certain problems fcr which a soluti-n had been found elsewhere,

To that end, it was esscntial to ensure that th> work of the specialized agencies

was clcsely integrated with national governmental action,
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Mr, RYCKMANS (Belgium) did nov think it appropriate to give the Committee
a report on the work which had been carried .ut in the field cf agricultural
research in the Belgian Congo during the past year. If such detailed information
were required, he suggested that members should request the Secretariat to supply
full inf. mation instead of summaries cf the data pruvided by the aAdministering
authcrities, If members did not think that the original infcrmation was '
sufficiently complete, additional detail cculd nc doubt be found in the United
Nations library,

He wished, however, to’'refer to the report of the INE.C (Naticnal Institute
of sgricultural Research in the Congo) which had been published very recently and
which the Secretariat had therefore n.t had the opportunity of summarizing. He
would call particular attentidn to the introduction to that report which
described briefly the main research activities undertaken.. The year 1950 had
been particularly active since it was the first of the ten-year plan of
implementaticn. A divisiun .f agricultural mechanizaticn had been instituted,
as well as centres connected with fccd crops, forestry, palm-oil producticn and
fish~breeding,  Furthermcre, centres, which wiuld begin to function within the
"next year, had been set >n f.ot in ccnnexion with fceod production and coffe=-
growings The European staff at the end +f 1950 numbered 207, cf whom 227 were
based on Africa, African perscnnel numbered 10,380 .f whom 550 were craftesmen,
He recalled that, at a previcus meeting, he had refcrred t, the number of
Eurcpean personnel in africa as 180, That figure, hcwever, represented only
the number ,f technical perscnnel, whereas the total number was 227,  Such
perscns were not attached to the government agricultural scrvices but were INEAC
perscnnel working on research; they did not dea’ with popularizing agricultural
meth~ds, that being the respcnsibility -f the Governm nt,

If members were interested in ccnsulting that repert, t-ogether with the
biblicgraphy attached thereto, it could be fcund in the United Natiuns library.
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hr, PANT (India) said that, in view of the import=nce of rsearch work,
the statements rade by the r presentatives of France and the United Kingdom
would prove of great value to the Committee. He pointed out that ressarch had
a two-fold'aspecf, pure research and the application of the knowledge so gained
to practical conditions, ._xperience in his own country hud shown the strenuous
efforts which were required in order to put into practice the knowledge acquired
by research, The Committee would ther.fore be particularly inturested to hear
the experiences of the aAdninist.ring Authorities in that respect.

Tha Belgian representstive had drawn ettention to the documents published
concerning research undertaken by the Aduinistering Autho.ities, As, however,
the Speclal Committee was cxpected to exchange information and expcriences,
information provided in concise form at mectings weuld, he fclt, be most welcome

and pr.ferable to the consultation of published documents.

Mr. PLACEZY (Australia) said that from discussion with other
representatives, it appuared th:t comp: ratively little was known about the
research undertaken in Austrclian Territories wherz, in proportion to their size
and population, the amounts appropriated for r.search compared favourably with
thcse allocoted in most ports of the world,

The problem of rescarch in New Guinea was of pariicular importance since
that Territory differed so widely from other areas. Amcng the research stations
set up in Pcpua was a new one at Epo in the hekecv Division which was being used
initially for rice production und h: rves*ing. Research officers in that
Terfitory worked in close collaboration with the research station in Australia,
and, in the cuse of r.ice, the expsericnce gainud in the hurrumbidges Irrigation

Arca was being -~rown upon,

Giving instences of the various matters into which r.search was being
conducted, he cullud spucial attention to work in connexion with cocoa pestis
and mcasures for the :radication of the giant snail, which had been brought
under satisfactory contr.l in scme arcas. Work had also been dune in analyzing

diffcrent types of scil of which ¢ very considerable varicty cxisted throughout
the Territory,
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The Australian Government was collaborating with severcl Govermments
{ncluding those of India «nd .akistan, on the intrcduction of types of certain
plants, such as rice, sorghum, jut.exand tea, approximstely cvne-third of which had
been .mported from India and Pakistan,

Research in the fisld of. land utilization and s.il conservatiun in New
Guinea had led to the discovery that much of the land in the highlands was
unproductive and was likcly to ceatinue tc ba so for a cunsiderable period of
time, owing partly to the practice of buming stretches of high-lying land., The
lack of "ortility in t he soil wes a particularly important consideration since
there was consicderable evidence uf population pressure in many parts of the

highland reglon,

Coffee resc.rch had experienced 2 severe setback as a rusult of the voloanie
eruption which had occurred at kount Lamington, in Northern Papua, leading to a
1css of sume 4,000 indigencus inhabitants and a slightly higher number of '
crsualties, A considerable area had been denuded and the coffee producing area
of the Sangara Native Coffee Project had been campletely oblitersted. Very few
of the trained ipdigenuus c. ffes wrrkers had survived,

. In cunnexion with livestcck »nd livestock products, his Govemmerft. was also
ca:ling upon the oxperience of India and other ter-itories with a tropical climate,
By the crossing of curopean and Asiatic breeds of cattle, it was hoped tu
intriduce breeding nuclei of guitable sslatic beef and dairy cattle types,

kr. RYCrhalNs (Belgium), replying tu the Indian representative, said
that he fully appreciated th:t the C.rmittse should not be required to consult
& very large nuuber of 1_ports in crder to find the infurmation it required, It
was, howevor, the secretariat's ruspcnsibility to make a sumu.ry of the information
supplied to it ancd not t. provide thet inf.rmation in t.toe. The Indian
represent.tive had quite rig,ﬁt.ly pointed cut that it was essential to communicate
the results achivved in the various tarritories, But, if only a relatively amall
section (f the Scecreterict's summarics was devoted to infurmation on the Balglan
Congc, that did not ween thet cunsiderable nchicvaients were not taking place in
thet Territory. Confurcnces were being huld every yecr butween INZAC and

-



h/KC.35/SR.38
Page 14

gevernnent representatives, while inter-African confer:ances, attcnded by
rcpresentatives of France, the United Kingdum, Belgium, Portugal and other
independant c.untries, such as the Union of Scuth Africa met at regular intervaly

and issued valuable cucumentary material at the end of each sessicn.

The Cumuittze should try to find a happy mean in its method of working,
It would be unfcrtunate if the impression wers given that nothing was being done
merely because extremely detailed infurustiun was not verbally provided,

hr. PANT (India) said that he had not intended to imply.that nothing
was being achieved in the territories under belgian administration, He had
merely wished to stress the point that it would not be desirable for the Committes
to be obliped to have rccouise to ‘ocumcintary material in ordsr to obtain all
the information it required.

mre DAVIS (United States of Amurica) said that he had been most inter-
ested by the statements on research in the turritories under the sdministration of
the United kin.dom and of France. He emphasized very strongly the paramount
importance of r:search in all t:rritories in order to achiasve the aim of
economnic cdevelopment, particularly in the field of nutrition. If reusearch for
the development of hybrids, which, in the United Stat.s, had resulted in an
increase of over 50 per c.nt in maize production, were :xtended to such crops
as sugar-cane and ricc, an extremely valuable contribution could b¢ mrde to the

general sccurity by znsuring adequate food supplies,

Without entcring into detail, he would liks to give some indication of the
way in which rasecarch facilities were made available in United States tuerritories,
In the United Stat.s of Amcrica, proper agricaltural <xperimental stations wére
the responsibility of the various State universitics, which all had agricultural
collcges, and were also supported by the Federal Departwent of Agriculture,
Ixperts also worked dircctly in tho experimental field, That system ensured that
the bencfits of agricultural rescarch throughout the world were made available to
the various regions of the united States with the lcast possible delay,
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- The same system was applicd in experimental stations in territories under
United States adidnistrations Thus, therc was in Alaska, under the joint auspices
of the University of Alaska and the Federal Government, an experimental station
which was undertaking topographical research., In Pucrio Rico, an cxperiwental
station which had becn in cxistence . for zome considereble time, was ccnducting
ndmrtant researches on tropical and serd-tropical plants. The Fuerto Rican
Government co-opcerated in that service, and its facilities were made available to
the Virgin Islands and the Pacific T=rritories where :laborate research stations
did not yet exist, Research in Hawaii had becn conciderably developed, as a
r:sult of the activities both of the Univ:orsity of Hawaii, as well as of private
organications and sugar-cane und pin:apple growers, Large-scale research on those
plants had helped to improve the v.ricties of pincapples and sugar-cane and to
stabilize the yield.

Agricultural researcn was a field in which intcrrational co-operation was of
particuler value since the work undertaken was for tne common good, and consequently
no barriers of eny kind should uxdst. He wishud to refer in particular to the
work of two intcrnational commissions, the Ceribbean Commission and the South
Pacific Conmission which h:d done a considercble amount of work, some of it
prep.ratory, in the sphere of ugriculturel rosearch.s The Coribbean Commission
hud publishca two ycars pr.viously a docum:nt shcwing the zppreciable number of
ressarch projects undertaken, His Government found considerable ground for

satisfaction in all those -~ctivities.

Mr. MATHIESUN (United kingdom), commenting on the various points raised
by pruvious speakers, recalied that he had already mentioned the results achieved
in the production of sugar-cane in the Barbados by the use of high-yleld strains,
to which the United States representative had alluded in connexion with maize
protuction. He wished, however, to add a word of caution; it was not sufficient
tv propagste the highsr-yield strains produced in any particular plece since it
wis nct bty any mecns certain that they could be acapted to other conditions, His
Government hsd, for instance, cstablished sugar cane research centres at three

different points since it had been proved that particular varicties were suited
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cnly to certain climctic end soil conditions, For example, experiments in
Nyasaland with types of neize which had proved successful in the United .tates hag
shown that a different maize-breeding programme would be necessary in Nyasaland,

He had, in his pruvious stataw.nt, omitted to mention the vi*al importance of
rcsearch in connexion with stored products; a larger quantity of food had been
lost in nast Africa owing tc pests zttacking harvested crops than from any other,
kind of disease, For cxample, in Nigcris, a very ccnsiderable quantity of ground-
nuts had besn lost frum attucks by weevils once the ground-nuts had been stored,
The provision of cheap storage bins for village products was being daveloped in

2st Africa in order to prevent predatory pests from battening on stored products,

The Indian representctive hacderefcrred to tha distinction between
funda.ental and applie.l research, It w:s casicr, how:ver, to .apply such a
istinction c¢n piper then in practice; thouse twe uspects cverlapped to a great
extent, He qucted the example .f lccust research, An important foaturs of the
locust centrol prugramme was r.s.urch on the stuly of locust beh:viour., Under
the Zuropean Co-operution admdnistroticn, .he programmo had secured the services
«f a lucust oxpert who hed conlucted her roscarches in a laborztory in a
teoperate clim te, where contrellod cenditions for research could be more casily
maintcingd than in Africa, Frogquently, how.voer, labecrat.ry experiments wese
completed by tests made by the experts cn the spot. A definition of the
distnction bstwzen fundam:nt2l snd appli.d rescerch was impcrtant when organizing
th. cdministraticn of scientific rese-rch, The prcblem c¢f wheth:r it was desirable
for such research to be directed by .cientists from the metropolitan country cor by
field experts or administratcrs hid nct yst been s<lved. Indeed within the
adninistration there was some difference cf opinion about the most favourable
method, The organizational problem was one f importance, upon which infurmation
18 to other ccuntries' expertgnce weuld be most welcome, He perscnally believed
that extension services ciuld better be undertacen by adrinistrative persounnel
than by scientific experts, in view of the importance of gaining the ccnfidence of

the indigencus people in the furtherance of research,
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Mr, BiNUN (Represcntetive of the _scr.tary-Gunsral) observed that an
exhaustive list of the major research stetions had becn included in the Special
Comnittee's report fcllowing its pruvicus sessiun, The prcblem had arisen as to
what further infurmction should be included in the report. It had, howsver, been
considered that any further expansion would entaill refcrence to the nature of
scientific reseurch; and would thus not only result in unwieldy documentation, but
wuld also place a strain upon the Secretariat's printing budget,

The discussion hed been of great interest in that it had drawn sttention to
the work dcne in the field of agricultural research by the Administering Authorities,
The revised Standard Form would give thuse Authorities an additional opportunity

for cecmmenting on their activities in that field.

He recalled the various aspects of agriaultural research which had been
claborated in the opecial Cumndttee’s report of the previous session, After the
discussiun that had taken place the sub-Committee would be able to amplify ths

information to be supplied in the present session's report.

2, HhePORT OF TH. STANDAauD FlRe. SUB-CUrd ITTEE L THE R.VIoIWN COF THE STANDARD
FURi: (1tem 9 of the agenda) (A/AC.35/L.67).

The CHalRinN called upon the Chairman of the Standard Form Sub-Committee
to introduce that Sub~Committee's report on the revision of the Standard Fom

(A/As 35/L.67) .

Mr. INGL:S (Philippines), Chairman of the Standard Form Sub-Committes,
said that the Sub-Committee had adopted its report unanimously., That statements
of principle by certain delegations had bean included in the report should not in
any way detract from the unanimous nature oi the recommendations contained therein.
At its opening meeting, the Sub-Committece had decided that, if any difference of
opinion on a question of principle should occur, it should not be voted upon by
the Sub-Committes but. should be referred to the Special Committee. Howsver, that
case had not arisen. |
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In drafting the vevision of thé Standard Form, the Sub-Commit.t.ee_had boq;
guided by the directive of the General Assembly that any undue elaboration of tie
Standard Form would not assist the vpecial Committee or the Gencral Assembly,

The opinions had tharcfore been expraessed that the Standard Form should be simpls,
concise and graphic and that it should avoid ambiguity and duplicatior  Althoug
the Sub-Commnittee had taken those points into consideru“ion, it had alsou fealt
that undue brovity would not assist the work of the Spucial Committee and of the
General sssembly. He b.licved, and the view had beecn shared to a greater or losssr
degree by the members of the Sub-Commi.ttee , thet roquests connccted with data of
spocial intsrest to the Special Committee and the General ..ssewbly should rather

err on the side of pr.cision than be too gensral in nature,

He called particular attention 3 Sertion C of the Zxplanatory Preface of
the rsvised Standard Form which, by inviting Members to fumish o survey of the
prineiples and practical measurcs showing general trends in the Territories
concerned, had introduced a new element in tha Standard Form, The sub-paragraphs
of Section C had bean included on a suggestion made pruoviously in the Speeial
Committce by th: representatives of India and of the Unit.d otates that the
Secretary-General should indicate trends and general lin:s of policy in his
anclyses; the representatives of Belgium and France on the other hand, had
felt that such matters were the responsidbility of the Administering Members
themselves., He wished to note, in particular, that the work of the Sub-Committee
had been considerably facilitated by the various working papers prepared by the
Secretariat,

The question of including in the report a resolution conceming the revieed
Standard Form had been raised in the Sub-Committee. Howaever, following discuseion,
it had been decided that the rusponsibility for formul.ting and approving a
rosolution thureon for transmission to the Gencral issoubly should be left to the

opecisl Committee,

Mr, SPIT5 (Netherlands) expressed his delegaticn's appreciation of the’
useful work done by the Sub-Comm‘“tes in rcvisiag the Sicndard Form, At the same
time, it acknowledged the valuablc co-operation reccived from the Secretariat
and from the spccialized agencies which had submitted various amendments,

PEIR:
gt
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Any revision of the Standard Form would have fundamental repercussions since,
in the proparation of replius to the utandard Form, all strata of the administration
and the population of the Non-Self-Governing T:rritories were involved, It was
naturelly desirable that the Standard Form should have becn thus reviewed
following a period of several ysars. He hoped, however, that the present revised
standard Form would last a long time,

The Special Committec should bear in mind the fact that the Non-Self~Govsrning
Territories varied very considerably in size, in development and in the form of
their administration. It was clearly essential to have a single type of standard

form, But it should bc understood that, in some cases, it was not possible to
provide data in certain ports of that furm. as an instance, he pointed to the
impossibility in cortain regions of supplying annual birth and mortality statistics.
In many cases, only approxim.te numbers could be given fur the inhabitants of
sach villzge since it wus often difficult to ob.ain such informution owing to the
native mentality znd the considerable distances involved., /nother itcem upon which
it would be almost impossible to supply detailed statistics for certain backward
areas would be family budgsts and,_ to an even greater extent, national income,
particularly in view of the f:ci that to a 1: rge extent a money economy had not
yet been fully adopted,

He pointed out that, in section B of the Explanstory Preface, mentior was
made of "invariable conditions in the Territory such as its area and geography",
in respect of which "thcre would be nc purpose in repeating information already
provided", and that the same cumment was applicable "to such features as the
natural resources and principal features of the zconumy of a territory". He
fully agreed with that view, but felt that a footnote or heading in the Standard
Form shculd woke ¢lear to which information that provision should apply. He also
thought that certain jtems in Part I of the Form itself such as location, |
topography, climate and history should be included in that category.

The same obs:rvation applied to the second category of infcrmation rsquested,
thot relating to long-term government policive and administrative urgénization.
It was suggested thot information on those items should be submitted once every
three years, and he believud that the information should be included in the

standard Form itself under the relcvant headings.
-
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Section C of the .xplanatory Praface stated that hembers were invited "to
provide a survey of the principles and practical measures showing gensral trends
in the Territories cuncerned”., From the summary reoords of the Sub-Committee,
the intention.of the French ropresentative in sponsoring that proposal appoared
to be that such data should be provided by the contral athdnie§ration in the
metropolitan country, In his view it wes advisable to& include itous of that
type in a separate part of the Standard Form itself,

If the Comittee aixpported his proposed chenges, the Sub-Committee should be
requested to include the necessary additions in the Standard Form,

Mr. PH:RAONY (Egyp*) congratulated the Sub-Committee and the Secretariat
on procducing such an axcellent druft report in a relatively short time, The
revised version would make it possible for /dministering Members to transuit data
in a more simplified and condensed form.,

He supported the Sub-Committee's conclusion regarding the necessity for
information to be transmitted on the spplication in Non-Self-Govorning Territories
of the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights anc on the
legislative instrunents ensuring thu rucognition of those rights, By endorsing
such action, the Committee would be complying with Rzsolution 327(IV) of the
General. /issembly which rocammended that "when the revisicn is undertaken of the
Standard Form for the guldance of Meubers in the preparation of information to
be tranamitted under .rticle 73 e of the Charter, general infurmation on .,...
human rights should cease to be clrssified under the optional category of that

P_o mt, ,

On the othsr hand, thc transmiseion of political infcrmation was still
cla ssified under the optional- category, probably in accordance with the latter
~ of paragraph e of .rticle 73 of the Charter, while, in poragraphs a and b of the
sane article, emphasis was twice put on the political advancement of the people
in Non-Self-loverning Territorlea, Political information therefore was essential
if a complete picture of the concitiuns prevailing in a glven Territory werv to

be provided,
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4 romber of Administering hewbers, for example the United States and Demparx,
nad already opted to supply political data regarding the countries for which they
yere responsible, and he hoped that others would follow their example, |

Mr. RYCKMNS (Belgium) assucicted himself with the expressions of thanks

to the Sub-Committee,

.5 a general observaiion, he pointed out thst the revised Standard Form
consisted of appriximately LO pages. The replies submitted to a 4O-page document
by some 60 Non-Self-Gove.ning Territories would constitute a volumirous mass of
material. Again,. certain items, concerning which it was suggested that information
should be transmitted, were politicéal rath:r than technical., However, his
Government would continue to be guided by the Standard Form in submitting
information, although it dic not feel bound to provide data on all itums.

There were certain difficulties arising from the torminologs used in Section
Fof Part II. OUriginally information had been requested on electric power,
distinguishing between installations and production. In fact, those two aspacts
were not always analogous, In the Belgian Congo, for examplo, there had been
a ¢rop in the productior of electric energy in 1949 which had becn caused by the
drought; but curing the same ycar there had boen an increate in installed
capacitye It would also be useful, for the sske of uniformity, to ensure that
installed c.pacity wes expressad everywhere in tems of the sane unit, whether

HP or kW,

#th regard to Section G, it would be advisable to amend item (e) of paragraph
2 to read "Other manut:cturcs™ sines text’las [{tem (c)_7, for example, were
thers elves manufactures.

So far as Szction B, paragraph 2(b), was concerned, the question of water
supply was extremely important and information thereon should be trensmitted in
respect of both rurol and urban sreas. ’,

de felt thet the formula suggested by the Sub-Committee for trainsmitting

information nn the recognition of human rights (part III, section B) was not
wolly satisfactory, Therc was only ons way of protecting by law human rights
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28 c.fincd in the Universal D.clration and that was by ratifying the Draft
Cov.nant on Humin dights. But so long cs thct instrum.nt, which wes intended to
implement the principl.s cnunciit:d 4dn "h: Universal Declaration of Human Rignts,
was not acdopt.d, there w:zs no way in low of 2pplying ths terms of the Universal

Dzeclaration.,

hr, MaTitIaoli (United hingdom) spoke in praise of the .xcellent support
which the Sub-Committ:e ha? reccived from the Jecrutariat, Much credit was also
due to the Choirmun of the Sub=-Committue who had c.rried out his duties

co.ascicntiously and who hed promoted harmony and offictive work,

He =agreed with the Belgion represcntative thet the section dealing with
electric puwer should be cl.rificd (Part 11, Ssction F),

The point raised by the Neth:@rlan's represcontotive that Section C of the
explanutory Prof: e shoul be in the body of the Standard Form had srisen in the
Sun-Committee, vhiero it had besn felt thut, since th: Standard Form was a document
sent to territorial governments, it would be inappropriate to include Section C
in the body of the Form r.ther than in the proface, which was for the guidance of
Members responsibl: for the administration of Non-5elf-Governing Territories in

tronsmitting informction.

Hz also agrced with the Nctherlonids ropresentative thet conditions varied
greatly from on: t.rritory to snothor an” thit the headings in the Standard Form
were not eppliceble to cvery territory in rospeet of which informstion was "o be
transmitted, His Jelczrtion supnorted the revised Standard Form es ide for
the present:tion of compzreble data which would assist the Secr.tary-._cneral ir
his ~nalyscs, and on ‘hc. understanding th-t it was not a mancdstory request for

infomation,

Mr, PoaCHaY (Australia) said that, while accuepting the sStandard Form
as & guide for his Governuent in the preparstion of information submitted to the
sesr.tary-General, he was not prepared to mcke any detailed comments at thet stage

as he wes still awziting infcrmation from his Goverrmoent,
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As a general observation, he pointud out that many requests for statistical
ata were included throughout the standard Form and that, at the same time,. sgveral
statistical appendices were attached, he felt th.t it would be logical for all
statistical information to be concentrated in the appencdices,

Mr. BANSON (Representetive' of the Secretary-Gencrasl) replied that
particular importancc was attach.d to st.tistics throughout the Standard Form in
view of ths terms of Articl: 73 ¢, and slso because the submission of statistics
was froquently involved in answers to r.qguests for deecriptions of institutions
and organizations., Th. intention of the Uecrsterist in Ar:fting the revised
standard Form, and probably the idea of t.e Sub-Committec, hed been thst requests
for stotistics sh.uld be made in ths body of the Standard Form and that, in
answering, rcference should be made to the appendices. It was iumcterial whether
the Administuring Authorities, in replying, submitted statistics uncer appropriate
subjects or in the appendices,

hr, PLACHEY (Australis) remarked that the Standard Form as it stood
would be axtremely suitable for smaller territorics where fewer statistics were
available, bucause the ststistics could be submitted in the replies to the
questions appcaring in the body of the standard Form,

He welc mud the statement in Section B of the ixplanatory Preface that
there was no purpose in repeating iaformation already provided in respect of

invariable cuncitions in hon-Self-Governing Territories,

The CHAIRMAN snnounced that the decrstariat would prepare the amendments
presented for subnission to the Committee un honcday, 15 October 1951, and that

vach amcnient woul.l e tokef up indvi-uclly,

The mesting rose at 5,30 p.m.




	biton0005A04
	biton0005A05
	biton0005A06
	biton0005A07
	biton0005A08
	biton0005A09
	biton0005A10
	biton0005A11
	biton0005A12
	biton0005B01
	biton0005B02
	biton0005B03
	biton0005B04
	biton0005B05
	biton0005B06
	biton0005B07
	biton0005B08
	biton0005B09
	biton0005B10
	biton0005B11
	biton0005B12
	biton0005C01
	biton0005C02



