JNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

‘Ukiif#aE

"A/Ac 5s/s3 0
25 August 1950

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

e

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION|TRANSMITTED UNDER ARTICLE T5(e) OF THE CHARTER

First Session

PR SUMMARY RECORD OF THE TENTH MEETING

. Held at Lake Success, Naw York,
on Friday, 25 August 1950, at 11 d.m.

CONTBNTS» :

Education in Non~Se1f~Govern1ng Territories. the Sec eta"waeneral’

analy51s of information and reports of the specialized agencies.
"(£) Teacher training (4/5C.35/L.13) |

Chairman: Mr. Shiva RAO
*ggporteur. © - Mr. SPITS
Members pres;nt‘ \Mf.;HAY :“ )
M. GROVES ;
Mr. WENDELEN

Mr. JOBIM

+ Mr. SVEISTRUP :.

" Mr. EL MESSIRI
Mr. GARREAU
Mr. de ARAOZ
Mr. LAKING

“Mr. LOPEZ'

Any corwectlons £o this record should: be submitted in triplicate in one
| of the working lanouages (English, French 6r Spanish), within two working' days,
v to the Director, Languﬁge Services’ Division, Room F+308, Lake Suceess, - 5
Correctlons should bear the" appropriate symbol number -&nd be -encloged in an
envelope marked "URGENT" ' corrections can Ye dedlt with wore speedily.if -
delegations will be good enough to incorporate them,mn X mimeographed copy

| ;. of the record.

Australia

“Denmark ..

. iNew Zedlapnd . . e
Philippines

India

Netheriands

Belgium
Brazil




s

Page 2
'"i__MEmhers present~ Mr. FLETCHER-CQOKE ). .. United Kingdom of Great‘Britain*
(cont'd) )y *and Northern Irelend
Mr. WARD ) |
- Mr. GERIG . ; “United States of America
Mr. CALIVER . } . . ' I
Mr. GONZALEZ . -, :. .- . Venezuela

gggrggenfatives-of“sgeciaii;gd agenéies: -
Mr. BVANS ' International Labour Orgenisation

{ILO)
Dr. KAUL ’ World Health Orgenization (WHO)

Mr, DESTOMBES = . ° United Nations Educational,
- SO Seientific and Cultural
‘Organization (UNESCO)

Mr., PAWLEY 4"‘ S -Po?d agd Agriculture Organizamion
Ce FAO _
Secretariat: | RO
Mr. HOO Assistent Secretary-Ggneral in

charge of ‘the Department of-
Trusteeship and. Informatlon

;. from Non-Self-Coveining
Territories

Mr. BENSON | ‘Sedretary of the Cormittee

. EDUCATION IN NONSELF~GOVERNING TERRITORIES: THE SECRETARY~-GENERAL'S ANALYSIS
OF INFORMATION AND REPORTS OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES (f) TEACHER TRAINING
(a/ac .35/L 15)

1, Mr. WARD (United Kingdom) explained that teacher training in United
Kingdom territories was of three main thes. What might be called vernacular
training eonsisted of. & course of from one to two years beginning at the end
of primary school,. which qualified graduatee to teach in the 1awest classes

- of primery sehool, . Full teacher training which.wes expected to increase 1n

importance with the. development of secondary education consisted of & twosyear
course: upon completion of seeondary school and a fouruyear course at the end
of primary schooling. Postgriduste teacher training was gtill confined :
principally to indigenous students enrolled in higher educational institutionSf?’
~ 4n the United Kingdom who would eventually return to serve the people of thelr

. own teyritory. o . /2. e universif;
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2, S T ) universzty gc1legep exe“emaed - conSzderable influence on the
whole oducational system:  Some of them nad guﬁabllshed Iﬂutitutes of
Fducation and- Tastitutes of Stedal Studies qbr A?rlcan Stud;es) The ‘
Institute of Education of the Uaiversity of the Gold Cou«t whinh se“ved
all the Territories of British Vest Africa, for example, nad a ‘section

&

de vdtad to vesearch and study of tbchnlques to be, u«ed in aPPIV¢ng 2 system
ot education which had originally been devised fo> European needs bo the
requirements of indigenous life. That work of research could best be done ;
by'edﬁcéﬁed indigenous students in their own environmeﬁt?' The Inetitgté had.
also & training éstablislhment in whish the findings of its research section
‘were applied and passed on'to””hﬁ'%raining of the seédndarv school teachers.
The Institute or Department of Soeial Studies or Afrlcan Studies of the '
Unive35¢nlns assisted the Instituteg of Hdueation by undertaking exhnust¢vti.
studies of “the socidl and eccnonie gonditions prevall;no in the terrltoriea
conceraed
). | B The United Kingdom recogmized the prﬂponderant 1mportance of teacher et
tralning ant. looked forward to the: possibility of placing that task entirely.
in the. nanda of the indigenous population. Its“poliby was guided by'the
principle that all education should consist essentially of ulOBe and fru*tful
'contact between teacher and pupil, a contact of personalltles. SOIentlflc
efucational aids were of little value unless they facnlltated such uontact. i
The personal;ty of the teacher was al;-lnportant and precautlons shoul& be et
taken net to dilute it or mlnlmize it by the excessive development of
seientific aids. ” '

h. ' Unfortunatélv the Admln' gtration _b been foreel,bygthe’shcrtagé*cfx****

of knowledge was ‘obviously not true education, persondl contact bntween the
teacher and the communlty‘and between the ‘teacher and the pupil, was the most
important ‘element in ‘good ‘teacher ‘training. ' The Admxnlsfrat*on also belleved

,,that it was preferable to have a few large teacher tralnlng eSudblﬂshments .
ratner than’ manv small ones, ‘although up to the present tlme it had been im»}ff}ff
poss ible to avoid ‘having small teacher trainlng establlshments in view of the

| reluctanée of the indi genous studeats to study in trainlng schoo s out51de ,
their own areas. Ih those schoolé -students received both a. theoretical tralning
and prautlcal tra¢ning in the actual process of superV1sed teaghlng. -

e : /5 The Government
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5 The Government hsd to overcome m¥hy cbstacles, Sotetimes indigenons

teachers failed to assimilate scientific knowladge owing %o their deep~rootad
superstitions. Those cbstacles could be overcome only by efficient teacher
training and qualified instructors. .

6. - The CHAIRMAN, speaking as the representative of India, commended
- the Secretariat upon ite excellent working paper on teacher training (A/AC.35/L.
and noted with gratification. the trends i educational policy toward an
expansi_on of that training. He e o pl,esse& to note that greet_er recognltion
- was .bein_é" accorded to the.develoyment of %eacher training. through Increase in
expenditure and closer attention to the quelifications of teachers and salary
levels, He agreed with the representative of the United Kingdom on the need

for close ..conte«::t between teacher and pz;;sil to ensure the high q,te.lity of .
'educaticn at all levels., For that v_cont@ﬁgt, to be really fruitful, teachers must
 not Only ’heve uninpeachable px:ofessionel quslifications; they mﬁst heve a proper
outlook, high gtandards of achievement, mental discipline and moral inte@'ity.
| It was the firest duty of all governments, whether Mewber Stetes or not, to offer -
conditions of service to the teaching profession such as to attract the. highest
'.cali'bre of persons. L L . L .
[ F 4 hed been the experience of 'Indie in seekino' teachers who could

1r:lse to the. complioated respongibilities of the repidl.,r changing post-war world
that teeching as a carogr et be wade more attractive. Teachers in the Nen-
Self-Goveming Territories must be peruitted to participate not only in drewing
i up eurricula and revising text booke but in the shaping of generel educetional B
policy. That particlpation could be facilitated by encouraging them to fcrm
teachers assoclations throue,h which the views of the profession as a whole on
,;educetionel policy could be impressed upon the education authorities. The :
“Administering Powers should glve more attention to those questlons, _

..,18.‘ - In India Syndicates of Uni\rerisities, which were ‘elected by experienced

t graduetes, -exerted great influence in ghaping the policy of universities. Iately
the number of teachars who were mcmbers cﬁ‘ those £ dicstes hed incressed , and. E
B they were exerting a stronger ini'luence on educetional policy ag d reeult. It
“wag to be hoped that a similar trend would manifest ;Ltself in the Non-Self- E

: ;Governing Territories. '

/94 Moreover,
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9, Morenver, the views 8L the rank ahd file of “eachers, not only in
dependent terxwtn e but dia uther unuerndevelooeu ereeas, ~ould be brought to

She abtautlon oL ‘educational au%bﬂ“itiev at the various conferences on edumation
held under the auspices eitiier of UNLSCO or of the Admlﬁjstbrxng Powe g, Those
conferencés}should.be open 1ot only to experts tut to crdinary teachers.who could
contribute their éiactical kaowledge gnd experience in order to keep the dis-
cugsions as far as pos sible on'e practical level, . | A _ ,
0. . Iadis was particilarly awsre of the overvhelming problems LOHfLOHt*Hg
governmentn in the field of teacher training. Tailts. own country it had great
diffizulty iun fL“dLﬂg the tnounanas of teachers reguired for the three levels of
education, Tn attempting to fix a h@ﬁher scale of salary tc attra»t gualified -
peraonnel, it had been apballed'by the finencial lmplications. of tne,pr0b¢em.

Mr. Shive Rao was not suggestivug any lmW1d$0ns coiparison between. conditions

in ™ndia and za the NoanelP»Gove“nin" Turrlto“ieso- The problems, hovever, for
India, which was still emerging as an independent state, were in wmeny respects
similar to those of dependent territories. '

1. Judging from the. S@creta“iax working paper (bages 8 and 23), the |

Adminictering Aufh0r1t¢es had glven “”ank recoznition to the nractlcal dlfficultieq ;

of ertablzshlnv a trujj effective teacher training pvogrdmnea' 1t was, his onlplop
that those d~ffiCUAtleS requlrnd the immediate attentioa of the.educational

anthorltle» of alL the A&mlnlstratlve Powers concerned. The urgency of Lhe problen
wag aggravuuva by condi *ons in the postnwér world, conditions which showed more
-clearly than ever before that an essential prevequisite for all advancement.in -

dependent territories was an adequete number of trained teachers.

12, Mr.. WARD ’United'wingdom), referring to the remarks of the Chairman,
agreed that associatlons of teachers were extremely 1mportant not only in the’
1mprovement of selarleq and othp“ profess*onal cond:tmonu but also in the -
orientation of . ﬂene'aleducatjonal policy, While he was unsble to present exact
'.statht:no at that tlme, he poiﬂted out bhat, 'in .addition 0 the Nigeria Union. of
Teanner there were many active associa*1ons of teachers in other Territories ,."

inaluding, among oLher Mauritius, olerra Leoné and the Gold Coast.

3

13, The references to the practlch problem of finane: xn education to which ;f f

‘EA the Cha*rman ‘had. alluded and whloh were contalned in the Sec.etariat paper”
| o / A/Ac.%s,L 13"
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AfAC.35/L,13 proved that the Adminidbdring BbWers were deeply concerned with
thet question, It was eignificant that those nassages had been written by the

'.authorities responsible for education in the Territories, The United Kingdom
Jolonial Office nad recently held a conference on that very vital question,

" While there wag general égreement'thét nrogréss'in educetion depended on the |
‘production of en sdequate number of qualified teachers, the financing of
teacher training wag & difficult problem.
1k, Administering Powers Were faced with the tesk of dietributing the
limited internal revenues of Non-belf—chenning Territories so as to provide
‘fbr edncation es well as the meny other esgentlal services. In genersl,
the only alternatives were elther to Find weys to increase colonial revenue
or to'seek some method of increzsing educational eervices without eliminating
other important services, o '

15.. Mr, CALIVER (United States of Americe) expressed the oninion that them
question of finencing education would be feciliteted only if the genercl ’
scele of velues regerding the immortshce of education were revised. Once
" there wes general recognition of the foct that all development depended
lar@ely”on'éducation, 5 redistribution of existing budgetery resources would
1ﬁevitably followv. To a cunsidersble degree the low teadhers' galories '
- vinlch generally prevailed reflected eociety's low estimate of the functione
of the teacher, ‘ e ;

16, The United States delegation would bresent further comments at a loter
Btage, - T S L , N S
7.0 Nr, GROVES (Austrelis) indiceted thet in the emall Territory

*.administered:by Australie reseérch institutes on'the séele and of the nsture
described by the representstive of the United Kingdom were imposaible.’

- Australia had, howeveg, set up a research end chrriculum branch within the

“Education Department and had incorvorated o social science section in it,

18, - In the fleld of teacher training, the responsible authorities had
been able to eleborate their vlans without undue regard to conventional

) systems in use. elsevhere., In the comminity school which had been described
8t an earlier meeting, one wing wag eet‘:eside for teacher treining, In the
bellef thot exceselve emphasis on methodology was undéeirable, the suthoritles

 /hed instituted L  ¢



hal, institemed a'secondery courée‘for all students regardlsse of thelr
profergional or VOc&ﬁiQhai;plﬁnSm Ih addition to melhodology which occupied
a@proximetely‘one-Fifth of the curriculunm, ‘the gtudents were given general cultu-
ral trainjn a8 well as commaA ty or eocial training. It was recognized thet
persona1:ty qualities and attributes, as opposed to technical training or
qualificaolons wore exiremely important, ‘since in thoge Tervitories the
treining of teac@ers could not be considered a8 jus% anoﬁher'typeiof
- gpecialized proféssional training. \
19. ~ Turaing o the question of teachers’ salariee, he indicated that in
Auvstralia itself the salariee oft teachors hed been suvbstantlally incroesed in
recent yeare with the growing recognition of ths varue of education. Their X
salaries 1n.Auetrﬂlia compdred qu;te favourably with the oarnlngs of all but
membors of excluS1ve professlors.: Although in Payua galaries for indigenous
teachere were lower they were among uh@ four higheet paid native groups in the
most reccnt prOV181onal ea.ary echedule. Whlle it was. nct surprleinu that
teachers generally were seeklng better condltlons, 4t was noteworthy that . iﬁ
Papua there was no difficulty in recruitlng uh@ besk puplls for the teaching
profession, . o ,
20, - As far ag the financr&l agpects were concerned he pointed.out that
15 perceub of the 1imlted local 1nternal revenue of Papua had been devuted to.

education in 19h8

o el. My, LOFEZ (Philipplnes) referred to his previous statement on highey
education wh1~h had touched upon the closely relateu problem of teacher training .
Ho considered the Seoretariat documernt (A/AC.35/L 13) on teacher treining as |
hlghly saulsfectory.- The concluding sectjon of that document 1ndwcated at leag’ f
three encouraﬁlnp trends in educetion in Non-Self-Geverning Terrltories apd also |
streseed the d*fficultiee Whlch interfered with more rapid davel opment.
22, He noted that the document contained a reference to vacation courees

-for teachere already in the serV1ce and recuested information as to quther euch"'
coursee were general in Terr uorlee which had teecher tralning prograrmes .,
Vacat*on courees could usefully serve to complete the" hralning of tesdchers who
had been enpaged desvzte their fallure to meeL the profeselonal qualificatiens. r'»
Refregher courees might a1eo be advantaaeous ﬂn the cage of fully qualified '’ i
teachere for whom 1t vas important to avoid intellectual stagnation,

' /23 Referring

i
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23, Reforring te;the”ﬁrgent'nbef-of Bﬁiﬁging-thelechool and ‘the community
" ¢loser together and emsuring the application of lmowledge acquired in school
in every day life, he éxpressed the view that the cOmmunity'collegee described
by the representative of the United States might well be considered for use
in NcnhSelf-Geyerning Torritories ag woll as . in sovereign States.

2k, He noted that in the Philippines, teachers were considered,as_central
figures in the commumity and were consulted outside the clessrqomlonﬁéhesyione
of hygiene, sanitation, nutrition-and farming. -Thus the knowledge and-trainihg
gained earlier by the teacher becats aneintegrai and wuseful part of:the life
of the community rather than a superficial accumunlation of informetion which
gorved no purpose. While it was true that igporance and superstition existed
on a large scale in educationally backward countries and. to a .lesser degree
even in the most advanced.societies, the universal remedy was to disseminate .
accurate sclentific knowledge. o e . L
25, A further method of achieving closer co-operation between the teachers Y
and the community was the organization of parent-teacher .assoclations, In
a sense, meny students in educationally backward areas led dual lives. »Iﬁrect
contact between the families of students and their teaehers~might serve to
bridge the tremendous gap which sevarated the home life of the students from
the more advanced world he learned about in school, ‘ '
26, The representative of the Philippines agreed that the financlng of
-~ education was & most difficult problem, He recalled that during the
United States aduinistration of the Philippines, at least ene-xhird of the.
QtOtal income had been devoted to education, In recent years, despite 1ita
- defence expenditures, the Governuent of the Philippines had netﬂreduced that
f.percentage...ln the last year, about forty per'cent.ef,its annuval budget had‘
been devoted to education, While it was difficult to make comparieons with .
- Non-Self-Governing Territories, 1t was interesting to note that about ten per
~cent. of the revenue of the Gold Coast and about fifteen per cent of the revenus
of Augtralian territories had been set aslde for purposes of education. . It was
‘relevant that,at the beginning of the United States regime in the Philippines,
the nercen;ege of 1lliteracy had,not been .as high as it was in some of the
',NonaSelbeoverning Terrdtories,  Thirty per cent of total revenues might well

be gonsldered a deairable goal for educational purposes in those Territories..
- [27. While
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27, While it was understandable that perfection and high standards in

education should be sought by persons like the reépresentative of the United
Kingdom who were completely dedicated to the cause %hey served, Mr., Lopez
indicated that realities must be consldered and compromises accepted. The
lmpossibility of establishing ideal educational‘institutions should not sexve
ag a doterrent since amny kind of education wes, in his opinion, better than
none., Moreover, even unsatisfactory institutions would lay the groundwork
for education and provide a basis for future progress and development.

The meeting rose at 1 n.m.

25/8 p.u,
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